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Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary *mfm;;?”“UN’CAT'UNS COMMISSION
Fcderal Communtications Commission FF OF THE SECRETARY
Office ot the Secretary

445 12th Street, SW

Washington, DC 20554

Re: Ex Parte Presentation, CS Docket No. 98-120; MB 03-15; RM-10666

Dear Ms. Dortch:

The Association of Public Television Stations (“APTS”) hereby notifies the Commission of the
following ex parte meeting in the above captioned proceeding. On July 7, 2003, John Lawson,
President and CEQ, Mark Erstling, Senior Vice President and COO, and Lonna Thompson, Vice
President and General Counsel met with Kenneth Ferree. The participants discussed Public
Television’s progress with the digital build-out and APTS’ public positions taken concerning the
importance of digital must-carry and digital translators. A copy of the attached Broadcasting and
Cablc article was also provided during the meeting.

Sincerely,

Andrew D. Cotlar
Senior Stafl” Attorney
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he Real Locally Controlled Media

i the debate over media-ownership rules, both sides
have sad the goal is the preservidion of local media
and universal service, However, neither side gave nsuch
consideration Lo the Tast rae hedrock oflocally controlled
lrev, over the-airmedia: public broadeasting stations, Tuk-
ing local public broadeasters Tor grmted is unfortunate be-
canse withionn some care, they could goaway:
IS hared o germore “local™ than public broadcasting.
Ounr stations wie operated by community foundations,
stale comumissions, and colleges, universities and school

educational programming and datacasting. The Kennard
decision will define mostof these services as “secondary”
and, thercfore, not worthy of cahle carriage. ' This hostile
policy will render much of our stations’ digital facilities as
“whitc elephants” on the media landscape.

Preserving local public broadcasting also reguires Con-
gress and the White Elouse Lo realize that the digital rran-
sition did not end for public stations on May 1. Addition-
al matching funds are needed to meet FCC requitements
for simwlcasting and signal replication and maximization.

districts. Our “business madel™ is aboul as grassronts as Public And, in a recent survey, our membert stations indicated
vorn can gel YWe gite aitay our programming—-advertising- hroadcasting’s their highest prierities for FY 2004 funding were digital
fee —and tiien ask people to help pay for it We give real "HUSiness model’  cameras and related studio npgrades.

meaning Lo “free, over-the-air” is about as From the public-imerest community, we ask that some

Socfor the policymakers and interest groups still con-
cered ghout commercial-medin concentation. we in

grassroots as
you can get.

ol your concern abaut preservation ot local commercial
media be channeled into the preservation of local non-
commercial media. From some of these groups, public tel-

public broadensrng have a modest requese, We ask thal you
spend al leist soe of your energy and concern o ensure
the survival and growth ol locally cantrolled prbbic media.

What woe need Irom vou is a well-defined and Fairdy lin-
ited set of policy changes. Al the FCC we newd the agency Stalions
1o finally act o two cable carriage issues that have been
Langunshing Tor vears, First we necd some sort ol transitional carriage
[or our digital signals The digital trnsition will never be completed
without the govermment using its Suprene Court-sanctioned auther
ity taract in this area.

sccond, we need this comimission o reverse the splic decision ol the
Kennard contmission on the isste of “primary video.! Our stations have
cudscd nearh $1 billion o 1TV conversion hased on specific plans for

nhipie new digital services These inclwde public-afTairs. kids, and
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evision has received just the opposite. Under Chairman
Michael Powell, the FCC provided public broadeasters with
the flexibility 1o use some of their non-broadcase digital ca-
pracity for services thar could produce much-needed rev-
cnue Rather than support this welcomed relief. some pub-
lic-interest groups acwually challenged the decision in the U.S. Court of
Appeals. Forwnately. the court upheld the FCC decision, bul the groups
are considermyg an appeal.

I'he boctomdine for us: Public broadeasting és locally controlled me-
dia Helping us furthers the professed goals of all parties in the imedia-
consolidation debate. Woe hope those parties will look to public broad-

vasling as part of the solution,

Letteson 15 president and CHO of APTS,
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