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Ben G. Almand * Vice President, Regulatary Affairs » phone 202 419 3020 - fax 202 419 3047

June 23, 2003

RECEIVED

Ms. Marlene H. Dortch

Secretary JUN 2 3 2003
Federal Communications Commission _

445 12" Street, SW, Room TW-A325 FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION
Washington, DC 20554 OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

RE:  Section 68 4(a) of the Commission’s Rules Governing
Hearing Aid Compatibility Telephone
WT Docket No. 01-309 EX PARTE

Dear Ms. Dortch:

This is to inform you that on June 20, representatives of Siemens and Cingular Wireless
met in a joint meeting with Bryan Tramont, Senior Legal Advisor, Chairman Michael K.
Powell's office, Trey Hanbury, Senior Counsel, Office of General Counsel and Brad
Doline, Intern in the Chairman’s office, concerning issues related to the referenced
subject

The attached document was used for discussion purposes. Please associate this
notification and accompanying material with the referenced docket proceeding. An issue
raised during the meeting concerns an estimate of the number of T-coil hearing-aid users
in the United States. Siemens and Cingular Wireless think that a reasonable estimate is
250,000 T-coil users based on discussions with hearing-aid manufacturers and
audiologists.

Attending the meeting was Mark Esherick of Siemens, Ben Almond and Susan P. Mazrui
of Cingular Wireless, Participating via conference bridge was Ross Vincenti of Siemens

and Stephen Berger, consultant on behalf of Siemens.

If there are any questions concerning this matter, please contact the undersigned.

Sincerely,

A dlord]

Ben G. Almond
Vice President-Federal Regulatory Affairs

Attachment

Ce: Bryan Tramont Joel Taubenblatt -
Trey Hanbury Mindy Littell
Brad Doline

Cingular Wireless » 1818 ‘N’ Street M.W. » Suite 800 « Washington, DC 200346-2478 « www.cingular cam
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C tical Issues - Flexibility

E;

= Rules addressing hearing aid compatibility should
allow for flexible design to accommodate migration
iI"rorn Te;lecoil to innovative technologies (Blue Tooth,
e

s Consumers do not want to be locked into old technologies

= “Equivalent facilitation” should be permitted

= allows for departures from specific technical and scoping
requirements by permitting the use of other designs an
technologies where the alternative designs and technologies
used will provide substantially equivalent or greater access
and/or usability

Equivalent facilitation is already permitted in rules and
guidelines pertaining to disability accessibility and usability --

including the ADA and Section 508 of the Rehabilitation Act

Cingular Wireless and Siemens
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" Critical Issues - FCC Support
_Is Needed

= The FCC should demonstrate support for
ATIS’ Technical Incubator on HAC and other
technology focused efforts

= The FCC should continue to engage the FDA
on this issue and, by this means, the hearing
aid industry

= The FCC should promote standards work as
needed, including ANSI ¢63.19




SUDLLIDIG PUEB SSI[AL AL IB[NEUI)

pabelnooua aie sa160j0uyIa] Mau Jo sbejueape
9¥e) 12Ul SuUonN|os SAIIBACUUI OS , uonepjioe-

juajeainbg, 31ensuowsp 0] Juem eyl saiuedwo) |
SSO|

Burieay Jo sbuel e yum siasn pie buliesy Jo spasu auyj
ssaippe 01 Appinb pajuawsajdw) pue padoj2Asp ag ued
suonnjos Alljenb Jaybiy os yoeolidde ,y203s paas ., Y |

pajuelb ale sisAlem 210424
Joo.ud bulinbau yoeoudde , ajgeasyoy Ajipeay,, Y '

:oddns pinoys sjuswiadinbal 10032 ] =

syaspuey jo sbuel e ul S[RA3] uoIssiwR 4y ZN ‘61792 ISNY ™=

Buidnod ssajeim 10) auil| 3onpod Jad 1onposd suQg =
1ioddns pjnoys pajdope sajnd Auy =

popaSN ST
1oddns DD - S2NSST |E2RES)

e




