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RE: Federalitate Joint Board on Universal Service, CC Docket No. 96-45 

TX PUC Project No. 25787 - FCC Letters regarding ETC Designation Pursuant to 
FTA ’96 §214(e) (2) 

July 1,2003 

To Whom It May Concern: 

Pursuant to Section 214(e) (2) of the Communications Act of 1934, as amended (the 

“Act”) and 47 C.F.R. sections 54.201 - 54.203, the Texas Public Utility Commission 

(TPUC) has amended the eligible telecommunications carrier (ETC) designation of the 

following competitive carrier to include the Texas exchanges of Holliday and Kamay: 

Santa Rosa Telephone Cooperative, Inc. 
No. of C C p S  a 
LM ABCDE 
_c_____ 

g, mnmd on ,ma w An Eq-1 oppolanrty Emrw 
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Attached is the TPUC’s Order in Docket No. 27787, issued on June 25, 2003, 

granting amended ETC designation to Santa Rosa Telephone Cooperative, Inc. 

If  you require any additional information please call Janis Ervin at (542)936-7372. 

Sincerely, 

Telecommunications Division 
Texas Public Utility Commission 



t DOCKET NO. 27787 

APPLICATION OF SANTA ROSA 8 PUBLIC 
TELEPHONE COOPERATIVE, INC. TO 8 
AMEND ITS DESIGNATION AS AN F, 
ELIGIBLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS 8 
CARRIER (ETC) PURSUANT TO 41 U.S.C. 8 
8214(e) AM) P.U.C. SUBSTANTIVE RULE 
26.418 § 

ORDER NO. 3 
NOTICE OF APPROVAL TO AMEND DESIGNATION AS 
AN ELIGIBLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS CARRIER ( E T 0  

Procedural Histo~y 

On May 12,2003, Santa Rosa Telephone Cooperative, Inc. (Santa Rosa or the Company) 

filed an application to amend its designation as an eligible telecommunications carrier (ETC), 

pursuant to 47 U.S.C. 4 214(e) of the Federal Telecommunications Act (FTA 96) and P.U.C. 
SUBST. R. 26.418. Under 47 U.S.C. 4 214(e), a common carrier designated as an ETC, in 
accordance with that subsection, is eligible to receive federal universal service support under 47 

U.S.C. 5 254. In addition, ETC designation is required before a carrier can receive Texas High 
Cost Universal Service Plan (THCUSP) support. ETC designation is the responsibility of the 

state Commission. 

Santa Rosa was granted Senice Provider Certificate of Operating Authority No. 60373 in 

Docket No. 22551 on July 5,  2000.' Santa Rosa received its initial ETP designation on 

November 12, 1999, in Docket No.21489, for the exchange of Seymour and subsequently 

amended its designation to add the Mergargel exchange, and later the Knox City, Rochester and 

Rule exchanges. This application seeks to amend Santa Rosa's ETC designation to add the 

Valor Telecommunications of Texas, L.P. (Valor) exchanges of Holliday and Kamay within the 

2 

1 
Application of Santa Rosa Telephone Gmperative, Inc. for an Amendment of CerI@cate of Operating Author@, 

Docket No. 22551 (lul. 5,2000). 
1 

Application of Santa Rosa Telephone #operahe ,  Inc. for Designation as an Eligible Teleconununiations ovriw 
( E K )  Tel-Assistance And Lq2line h g m n  Pursuont to Subst. R. 26.117, Dockd No. 21489 (Nov. 12, 1999); Application of 
Sanfa Rosa Telephone Cmperatiw, b e .  for Designafion as an Eligible Telemmmunications Gamier (EX)). Docket No. B217 
Pee. 15, ZOOO); Application of Santo Rosa Telephone Cooperative, Inc. for Designation as M Eligible Telecommunications 
Carrier, Docket No. 25291 (Fcb. 25,2002). 
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state of Texas. Santa Rosa simdtmleously filed its application in Docket No. 27786 for Eligible 

Telecommunications Provider (ETP) status pursuant to P.U.C. S ~ T .  R 26.417. 
3 

. - , ,  

The Commission issued Order No. 1 in this proceedihg which established a procedural 

schedule, including deadlines for comment, motions to ixiterkd, and published notice in the 

Taus  Register. The Applicant provided a copy of the application to the Office of Public Utility 

Counsel at the time of filing. Notice was published in the Texas Register on May 30,2003. No 

objection, comment, or motions to intervene were filed, and no hearing was rkquested. Pursuant 

to P.U.C. SUSST. R. 26.41S(g)(2)(A)(i) the yffective date s@ll be no earlier than 30 days after an 
application is filed or 30 days after notice is completed, whichever is later. Therefom, Order 

No. 1 established an effective date of June 30,2003. P.U.C. SUBST. R 23.148(g)(2)(A) provides 

that an application for ETC designation may be reviewed administratively. 

Discussion 
4 

To qualify for ETC status, a carrier must meet four conditions: 

1. The carrier must be a common carrier, as that term is defined by 5 3(10) of FTA 
96. 

5 
2. The canier must offer the following services (requisite services), using its own 

6 
facilities or a combination of its own facilities and the resale of another carrier's services: 

(a) 
@) localusage; 

(c) 

(d) 

voice grade access to the public switched network; 

dual tone multi-frequency signaling or its functional equivalent 

single party service or its functional equivalent; 
I /  

3 
Application ofSonto Roso, Telephone G~~perafiw,, Inc. tQ A ~ n d  its hignotion os an Eligible Telecommunications 

Provider ( E P )  Pursunnt to P. U. C. Subs@tiw Rule 26.41 '7. Docket No. 27786 (pending). . .  

47 C.F.R. Q SS.ZOl@)-(d) (2000). 
47 C.F.R. 5 54.101 (2000). 

47 C.F.R Q 54.201 (2000). 

5 

6 
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(e) 

(9 access to operator s&qes; : 

access to emergency seryices, sucb-as , .. 9-1-1 q +ced 9-1-1; , . 

, , .,.', ,. 

(g) access to interexchange service; 

(h) access to directory assistance; , , . .  . ' .  , ' J . ! L .  ; . . . . .  , .  

7 
ti) toll Gitation for qualiijing.1ow-income customers. 

3. The carrier must advertise the availability of and charges for the requisite services 
r 

- .  in a media of general distribution.8 

4. The carrier must provide Lifeline and Link Up support, and may not collect a 
9 deposit h m  a customer receiving such support if the customer also elects toll blocking. 

Santa Rosa meets all of the above criteria. S Rosa $11 advertise the designated 

services in media of general distribution and provide an annual bill message regarding the 

services. Santa Rosa provides the required services through the use of its own facilities and 

unbundled network elemem. Santa Rosa will offer toll-blocking dervice to qualifying 

customers. Santa Rosa has made a commitment to offer Lifeline and Link Up services, and has a 
tariff to this effect on file with the Commission. Santa Rosa will offer the services to all 

consumers within the Company's proposed ETC service area. Santa Rosa has not requested any 

waivers of the FCC requirements. Valor is the incumbent local exchange carrier for the Holliday 

and Kamay exchanges. ETA 5 54.201(c) states: 

Upon request and consistent with the public interest, convenience, and necessity, 
the state commission may, in the case of an area served by a nual telephone 
company, and shall, in the case of all other areas, desigriate more than one 
common carrier as an eligible telecommunications carrier for a service area 
designated by the state commission, so long as each additional requesting carrier 
meets the requirements of paragraph @) of this section. 

7 
Pursuant to W A  5 54.4uo(d), the FCC defines "toll limitation" as C i t h ~  to11 blocking or toll control for eligible 

tel~onrmunications canias that arc incapable of providing botb Service. The FCClequim'telccommmications wrriw to offa 
only one, and not n d l y  both, of these services for dcsigaation as an ETC. 

8 
Id. 
47 C.F.R 6 54.405 (2000). I 
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Valor is not a rural carrier. Santa Rosa meets all of the established criteria established by 

the FCC for designation as an ETC. 

Recommendation 

On June 23,2003, the Commission Staff(Staff) filed a recommendation for approval of 

Staff affirmed that Santa Rosa meets all of the established criteria and this application. 

recommends ETC status be granted for the Holliday and Kamay exchanges. 

Approval 

In accordance with the Commission Staffs recommendation and for all the reasons stated 

therein, pursuant to the FTA 96 §214(e)(2) and P.U.C. SUBST. R.26.418, Santa Rosa's 

application for ETC designation within the Holliday and h a y  exchanges is APPROVED 

effective June 30,2003. 

SIGNED AT AUSTIN, TEXAS ON THIS THE $5$ DAY OF JUNE 2003 

PUBJ.,IC UTILITY COMMISSION OF TEXAS 

POLICY DEVELOPMENT DIVISION 
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