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2 ~ ,; r,7 c.' ~.. ' 

HARVEY W. G I P P U  
7927 BQRSON ST. 

E/- . 1 3  1 L-A1t?wL*a 90242 EX PARTE OH LATE FILED 

E X C E S S I V E  USE O F  COMMERCIAL TIME ON T E L E V I S I O N  AND RADIO. 

T N  HCNCHAMU & A T U Z N  a. AdZRliATHY, COKMISSIONER 
ThZ F L D E U L  C C i W k i I C A T I ~ N S  COMMISSION 
445 1 2 t h  STRZfiT S.d. 

20 h Y  20C3 

' ~ A ~ H I I G ~ O I Y ,  D.C. 2055& 

D U H  CCMMISSIONEH A3ERNATHY; 

B L P  I HELP I HELP 1 CANT YOU PLEASE DO SOMETHING ABOUT l $ & k h b w  
USE O F  COMMERCIALS ON TV AND RADIO PROGRAKMINGP 

I T  HAS MTTEN T O  THE P O I N T  WHERE ALMOST 50% OF A ONE HOUR PROGRAM IS  
DEVOTED TO COMMERCIALS. THEnE SHOULD dE A LAW L I M I T I N G  THE AMOUNT OF 
T D I E  ' iV A h 3  IWDIG S T A T I O N S  CAh RUN COMMEHCIALS I N  A ONE HOUR PERIOD.  

I R E A L I Z E  THAT IS HCW THE TV & RADIO INDUSTRY MAG T H E I R  MONEY-,-JUT 
I F  THEY DIDNT HAVE SO MNY OVER P A I D  P E N C I L  PUSHERS, PAPER SHUFFLERS 
ANTI aUN C O U N T a S ,  THEY WOULDNT NEED ALL THAT MONEY. 

3 E I N G  A PREVIOUSLY L I C E N S E D  F .C .C .  T E L E V I S I O N  ANC RADIO ENGINEER,  I 
AM FULLY AWARE OF THE MANY dOONDOGSLES W I T H I N  THE INDUSTRY AND FEEL 
THAT ITS TIME THAT SOMEDNE TOCK CONTROL OF T H I S  RUNAWAY INDUSTRY AND 
CLEANZD I T  UP, BOTH FINANCIALLY AND MORALLY. 

THE T E L E V I S I O N  A h D  RADIO INDUSTRY I S  ONE OF THE MOST FINANCIALLY 
TOP-HEAVY B U S I N E S S ' J  I N  OPEFATION TODAY. I CANT IMAGINE PAYING 
MILLIONS O F  DOLLARS FOR A T H I R T Y  SECOND COMMERCIAL. THATS A LOT OF 
MONEY AND YOU LNCW SObWNE IS GETTING V G Y  RICX AS A RESULT. 

WOULD YOU PLEASE HAfE TiE ;OURTE311OFREPLYING TO MY LETTER. 
CEHTAINLY LIffi TO HEAR YOU8 ThOUGHTS ON T& PROdLEN AND WHETIiER YOU 
FEEL THERE IS A SOLUTION.  

THANIX YOU VERY MUCH FOR YOUR A S S I S T A N C E  ON T H I S  MATTER. 

I WOULD 

SINCEXELY YOURS. 



Honorable Jonarhan S Adelstclii, Commissioner MAY 2 9 20G3 
Fcderal C'oniinunicat~ons Cornniirrion 
145 12th Strcet, SW 
Washington, D C 20554 J U N  II .i 2003 

Thc I lonorable .loiiathan Adelstein Distributjon hw 

I writc this letter to express m y  concern about possible changes to the current Broadcast 
Ownership Rules I am awaie that you w i l l  be making a f ina l  vote on June 2"d o f  this 
ycar I a5k that you consider thc detriinental effect this change would have in our country, 
and urge tha t  you vote no 

If the Broadcasr Ownership Rules were adopted as proposed, larger media corporations 
would silence independent voices in  cities acrohs the United States A yes vote to this 
measure would i i l low domination by media coiiipanieb that would habe the power to 
decide which viewpoints to allow on rhe air, and even worse, which viewpoints to censor 

America was not founded 011 those principles Please vote no 

Sincerely 

Don Ciustavson 
Neiada State Assemblyman. District 30 



MAY 2 9 2003 

7930 Barnes St , Apt A I  8 
Philadelphia, PA 191 I I 

May 18,2003 

The Honorable Jonathan S Adelstein 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 1 2 ‘ ~  Street sw 
Washington, DC 20554 

Distribution CmtW 

Dear Sir 

I oppose FCC Chairman Michael Powell’s plans to loosen rules for ownership of TV 
stations (to be voted on June 2 )  This would likely lessen the diverse range of viewpoints 
in  the media I think there is already a lack of independent voices in  the media My 
understanding is that this upcoming vote was barely reported in  the media as was news 
about the I996 Telecommunications Act 1 believe it could be dangerous if one company 
owned the newspaper, broadband Internet access and a TV and radio station in one city, 
or that one of the major television networks could buy another. 

1 th ink  it is terrible that the FCC has not even released the details of its’ plans to the 
public or congress The FCC commissioners don’t even know what they will be voting 
on 

What 1 have heard about the results of FCC deregulation so far has been very negative 
Due to the Telecommunications Act there is now less news, local progamming and 
diversity of proflamming content on radio Clear Channel has been reported to have 
blocked competition for concert promotions I also read that Chairman Powell wanted to 
change the law so that local phone monopolies could stifle competition for local 
telephone service 

Please help stop this media deregulation and try to restore some of the old regulations 

Very truly yours, 

Phil Kashdan 



DON GUSTAVSON 
1 1 ,  * rd 

8 1  

Ass ern b 1 
~ct i r i i t y -Sr ro i ib  scewioii 

M a y  I O ,  2003 
MAY 2 I) 2003 

FCC - MAILROOM Honorable Kathleen Q Aberiiathy, Commissioner confirmed 
JUN 0 3 2003 bcderal C'ommunicarions Commission 

445 12th Strcct, SW 
Washington. D C 20554 

Distribution Center 
The Honorable Kathlccn Abcrnathy 

I \$ri te this letter to express niy coiicerii about possible changes to the current Broadcast 
Ownership Rulcs a m  aware that you w i l l  be making a final vote on June 2'Id of this 
year I aTk that you conrider the detrimental effect this change would have in our country, 
and ui-ge that you vote no 

I f  tlie Hi-oiidcasr Ownership Rules were adopted as proposed, larger media corporations 
would silence indepeiidcnt w ices  i i i  cities across the United States A yes vote to this 
inieasui-c would allow domination by media companies tha t  would have thc power to 
dccidc which vicwpounts to allo\v on the air, and even worse, which viewpoints to censor 

Ainerica was not founded oil those principles Please vote no 

Sincerely, 

. 

Don Gusravson 
Nevada State Assemblyiiian, District 30 



May 20,2003 

M r  Mark Lockhart 
9806 LaVonda Street 
Riveniew. FL 33569 

The Honorable Michael 1 Copps 
Commissioner 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th  Street SW 
Washington, DC 20554 

Confirmed 

JUN 0 3 2003 

adribution Centsr 

Dear Mr Copps 

I urge you NOT to relax the broadcast ownership rules that protect American citizens 
from media monopolies 

These proposed changes would pave the way for giant media conglomerates to gain 
near-total control of  radio and television news and information in communities across the nation 
Many of the corporations that are now lobbying the FCC to relax these ownership rules already 
have a known track record in attempting to keep opposing viewpoints off the air 

The American people deserve to hear more than one point of view on important issues 
Therefore, for the sake o f  democracy and our freedom. I urge you to continue the broadcast 
ownership protections tha t ,  for decades. have helped to ensure a healthy political debate in our 
country If this letter is not enough to  convince you of the peril of relaxing these rules, then I 
suggest you see or rent the movie "Mr Smith goes to Washington" starring James Stewart. 1939, 
to show how single ownership of  all the news outlets can distort the t ru th  and impede freedom 

Sincerely, 

- /  A/;[- 

CDR/USN/Ret 





lhe Honorable Jonathan S Adelstein 
Commissioner, Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, SW 
Washington. DC 20554 

Jh:4 r\ v '3 2003 
Dear Commissioner Adelstein, 

I urge you to relax the broadcast ownership rules that citizens kom media 
monopolies 

I'hese proposed changes would lead to giant media conglomerates, which would allow them to 
gain total control over radio and television news and information in cities all over America. Many 
of the corporations now lobbying the FCC to relax these ownership rules already have a known 
track record ol'attempting to keep opposing viewpoints off the air. 

I hc American people deserve to hear more than one point of view. For the sake of our 
democracy and freedom 1 urge you to continue the broadcast ownership protections that for 
decades have helped to ensure a healthy political debate in our country. 

Yours truly. 

Elberi U. Sexton 



OF+ LATE F ; ~  r>,%r t 1 

The lionorable Kathleen Q Abernathy 
Coiniiii ssioiier 
Fcderal Communications Commission 

Washington, DC 20554 
445 I?'' Sirect. sw ~c,nfir-.2C? 

,I on3 .I[. - ' 

Ms Abernarhy 

I ani writing this letter to urge that you not relax the broadcast ownership rules 
preventing media imonopolies 

I f  these rules are relaxed, media conglomerates will be able to gain control of all media 
outlets within an area This will only serve to homogenize the messages that we receive, 
and will allow these companies to stifle opposing viewpoints It will also serve to 
occlutlc tlic lens through which the public views the world. By way of example, the Walt 
Disney Corporation owns a television affiliate in our local market. It is interesting to see 
Disncy World stories featured on the News shows. 'These stories would be commercials 
on any other station, but on the Disiiey affliatc, they pass as news To the uneducated, 
ignorant. or unlearned, these messages become believable as they're served up as news 
I'his will only get worse ifthe rules are relaxed. Additionally, these same companies will 
make media access unobtainable by opposing viewpoints 

For decades. these regulations have helped to insure a healthy political debate My 
fel lo~ '  Americans and I deserve to hear a multitude of viewpoints and opinions on 
important issues. Therefore, for the sake ofour  democracy and freedom, I urge you to 
continue the broadcast ownership protections. 

Siiiccrcly. 

Mark11 Bower 
17075 Eassett Strce! 
Van Nuy.;, CA 9 1406 



The lionorable Michael J Copps 
Coii~iiiiss ioner 
IFederal Comniunications Commission 
145 I 2’” Street. sw 
Washington, DC 20554 

Plstrbution 

Mr Copps, 

I ai11 writing this letter to urge that you not rclax the broadcast owncrship rules 
preveiitiiiy incdia inoiiopolies 

Il’these rules are relaxed, media conglomerates will be able to gain control of all media 
outlets within ail area This will only serve to homogenize the messdges that we I-cczive, 
and will allow these companies to stifle opposing viewpoints It will also serve to 
occlude the lens throLigh which the public views the world By way of example, the Walt 
Disncy Corporation own5 a television affihate in our local market It is interesting to 5ee 
Disney World stories featured on the News shows These stories would be commercials 
on any othcr station, but on the Disney affiliate, they pass as news. To the uneducated, 
ignorant, or unlearned, these messages become believable as they’re served up as news. 
l’his will only get worse if the rules are relaxed Additionally, these same companies will 
iiiakc media access iinobtainahle by opposing viewpoints. 

I1or decades, these regulations have helped to insure a healthy political debate My 
fellou Americans and 1 deserve to hear a multitude of viewpoints and opinions on 
important issues Therefore, for the sake of our democracy and freedom, 1 urge you lo 
continue the broadcast ownership protections 

Siiicerely. 

Mark H Rower 
17025 Bassctt Street 
Vaii Nuys, CA 01406 



1 he Honorable Jonathan S Adelstein 
Commissioner 
Fcderal Communications Commission 
445 12”’ Street, sw 
Washington, I)C 20554 

M r  Adclstciii. 

I alii writing this letter lo urge that you not relax the broadcast ownership rules 
prcventing media monopolies 

If these rules are relaxed, media conglomerates will be able to gain control of all media 
oiitlets within an area. This will only serve to homogenize the messages that wc receive, 
and will allow these companies to stifle opposing viewpoints It will also serve to 
occlude the lens through which the public views the world. By way of example, the Walt 
Disney Corporation owns a television affiliate in our local market. It is interesting to see 
Disney World stories featured on the News shows. These stories would be commercials 
on any other station, but on the Disney affiliate. they pass as news. To the uneducated, 
ignorant, or ~iiilearned, these messages become believable as they’re served up as news. 
This will only get worse ifthe rules are relaxed Additionally, these same companies will 
make media access unobtainable by opposing viewpoints. 

For decades, these regulations have helped to insure a healthy political debate My 
fc l low Americans and I deserve to hear a multitude of viewpoints and opinions on 
important issues Therefim, for the sake ofour democracy and freedom, T urge you to 
continuc the broadcast ownership protections 

Sincerely. 

bvliii k Fi Duwcr 
I7025 Hassett Street 
Van Nuys, CA 91406 



;-;;:.nfirmcd 

'Ihe Ilonnrable Kevin J Martin 

4.15 12"' Street, sw 
Washington, DC: 20554 

Mr Martin. 

I am writing th is  letler to urge that you not relax the broadcast ownership rules 
prcvciitiny inedia monopolies 

Il'lhese rules arc relaxed, media conglomerates will be able to gain control of all media 
ou~lels within a n  area l ' h i s  will only serve to homogenize the messages that we receive, 
aiid will allow these coiiipanies to stifle opposiiig viewpoints. Tt will also serve to 
occlude the lens through which the public views the world. By way of example, the Walt 
Disncy Corporation owns a television affiliate in our local market It is interesting to see 
Disney World stories featured on the News shows. These stories would be commercials 
on a n y  other station, but on the Disiiey affiliate, they pass as news. To the uneducated. 
ignorant. or Linleariied, tliesc messages become believable as they're served up as news. 
'This will only gel worse if the rules are relaxed. Additionally, these same companies will 
make mcdia access uiiobtainable by opposing viewpoints. 

For decades, these regulations have helped to insure a healthy political debatc My 
fcllow Americans and I deservc to hear a inultitude of viewpoints and opinions on 
iinportanl issues Thercfore, for the sakc of our democracy and freedom, 1 urge you to 
continue the broadcast ownership protections 

Sincerely. 

Mark H .  Bower 
i 76325 R a s x d  SLILL; 
Vaii N L I ~ S .  CA 01406 



Mav 15. 2003 

Thc lionorable Michael J Copps 
Coinniissioner 
Federal Coniinunications Commission 
445 12"' Street, sw 
Washingon. DC' 20554 

Confirmed 
de ai^ MI Copps 

Giant iniedia conglomerates are trying to gain near total control of radio & & & b J % l J % M  
news This would most l ikely cause a one-sided dissemination of information that our 
communities all across America would receive Some of these conglomerates have a 
known track record o f  attempting to keep opposing views from being heard Some large 
corporations are lobbying the FCC to relax the current ownership rules 

I a i n  asking you to do what you can to stop any relaxing o f the  broadcast ownership rules 
that protect American citizens from media inoiiopolies 

Ainericans need to hear the whole news story, not just one point o f  view Please do what 
v i x  can to keep the broadcast ownership protections that we have had for decades 

JliN 0 3 2003 

Sincerely. 
ir 

I I  , ;. I I > <.'. G \ J J ' t  , 1. +Atr'<.- ,  

Mrs Debra A Stielford- 
Thousand Oaks. California 9 1320-2723 



Stephen E. Ross 
Beatrice E. Ross 
13 15 Coronet Ave 

Pasadena, CA 91 107 

May 20, 2003 

The Honorable Michael K Powell 
Commissioner 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12' Street, SW 
Washington. L) C 20554 

Confirmed 

JUN 0 3 2003 

Distribution 

Dear Mr Powell, 

We understand that the Commission is concerning changing the rules regarding media 
ownership The current rules were put in place to prevent the monopoly by media giants, thereby 
controlling the flow of information to the public which could then easily lead to controlling 
opinions on such things as the election of public officials, legal biasing, and the suppressing of 
debate Thi. could be a very dangerous president, and could look iike a direct attack on the First 
Amendment to the Constitution 

The free exchange of ideas is this nations fhcndation Without i+, we become the slave to 
the few, much like the media controlling countries of China, Iran, etc Currently in  the most 
populous city in the U S , Los Angeles. has lost numerous good programming due to the 
consolid'ation of media Print media is controlled by one corporation in Denver Colorado 
Ielevision and radio are dominated by just a very few mega corporations (i e Disney, GE, etc ) 
Please continue the broadcast ownership protections that, for decades, have helped to ensure a 
healthy debate in our country 

_. 

Beatrice E Ross 



M a y  15, 2003 

The Honorable Jonathan S Adelstein 
C'ominissioiier 
Federal Coininiinications Commission 
445 12"' Street. sw 
Washingon. DC' 20554 

Dear M r  Adelhtein 

Giant iiiedia conyloinei-ates are trying to gain near total control of radio and television 
news This would inost likely cause a one-sided dissemination of information that our 
coininunities all across America would receive Some of these conglomerates have a 
Lilown track record of attempting to keep opposing views from being heard Some large 
coi porations are lobbying the FCC to relax the current ownership rules 

I am asking you to do what you can to stop any relaxing ofthe broadcast ownership rules 
that protect American citizens froin media monopolies 

Aiiicricaiis need to liear the whole news story, not just one point of view Please do what 
yot i  can to keep the broadcast ownership protections that we have had for decades 

Sincerely, 

. 
Mrs Debra A Shelford 
Thousand Oaks. California 91320-2723 



May 15.2003 

The Honorable Kathleen Q Abernathy 
Cuinimissioner 
Federal C:oininunications Coininission 
445 I 2''' Sti~eet. sw 
Washingon, DC: 20554 tirmed 

Dew Ms Abei-iiathy 

Giant media congloinerates are trying to gain near total control of radi 
ncwb This would inost l ikely cause a one-sided dissemination o f  information that our 
coininuriities all across Ainerica would receive Some of these conglomerates have a 
known track record ofattempting to keep opposing views from being heard Some large 
corpoi'ations are lobbying the FCC to relax the current ownership rules 

1 am asking yoti to do what you can to stop any relaxing o f the  broadcast ownership rules 
that protect American citizens froin media monopolies 

Americans need to hear the whole news story, notjust one point o f v i e w  Please do what 
y o u  can to kecp the broadcast ownership protections that we have had for decades 

Slncele lv  

M r s  Debra A Shelford 
7housatid Oaks. California 9 1320-2723 



May 19.2003 

The Hunorable Jonathan S Adelbtein 
Commissioner 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 lYh Street, sw 
Washington, DC 20.554 

Dear Mr Adelstein. 

I urge you NOT to relax the broadcast ownership niles that protect American 
citizens from media monopolies 

l~hese proposed changes wouid pave the way for gant  media conglomerates to 
eain near-total control of radio and television news and information in communities 
a c r e s  niir nation 
these ownership rules already have a known track record in attempting to  kccp opposing 
viewpoitiis off the ail 

Many of the cnrporations that are now lobbying the FCC to relax 

The American people deserve to hear more than one point of view on important 
iww 
the broadcast oumership protections that, for decades, havc hclpcd to ensure a hcalthy 
political debate i n  our Country 

Therefore, for the Fake of our democracy and our freedom, I urge you to continue 

Sincerely 

Flovd Souter 
P 0 Box874 
Milledgeville, GA 31059-0874 



The 14oiioidbie Kidhleen Q Abrinaitiy 
C’ommissioner 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 Street, sw 
N’ashington. DC 20551 

Mav 19. 2003 

Confirmed 

JUN 0 3 2003 

Distributton Center 
Uear tVls Abemathy, 

I urge you NOT to relax the hroadcast ownership nrles that protect American 
citizens from media monopolies 

These proposed changes would pave the way for giant media conglomerates to 
earn near-total control of radio and television news and information in communities 
across oiir nation 
these owncrship mlcs alrcady have a known track record in attempting to kecp opposing 
viewipoiii~s olTihe air 

Many of the corporations that are now lobbying the FCC to relax 

The American people deserve to hear more than one point of view on important 
!<Cue< 
the broadcast orwnership protections that, for decades. have helped to ensure a healthy 
political debate in our Country 

‘Therefore, for the 3ake of  our democracy and our freedom, 1 urge you to continue 

Sincerely, 

P 0 Bow874 
Milledge~~illc, G.4 31059-0874 



Dear Mr Adelstein 

I urge you not to relax the broadcast ownership rules that protect American 
citiLens from media inonopolies 

These proposed changes would pave the way for giant media conglomerates to 
gain near-total conlrol of radio and television news and information in communities 
across our nation And many of the corporations that are now lobbying the FCC to relax 
these ownership rules already have a known track record in attempting to keep opposing 
viewpoints off the air 

The American people deserve to hear more than one point of view on important issues 
Thcrcl'ore, for the sakc of' our democracy and our freedom, I urge you to continue thc 
broadcast ownership protections that, for decades. have helped to ensure a healthy 
political debate in our country 

Sincerely, 



Ciusia Wozniacki 
19 Relknap S t .  apt.2 
Soinerville, M A  02143 

May IO ,  2003 

Commissioner Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street SW 
Washington, DC 20554 

Dcar Commissioner Powell: 

On J i m  2, Ihe Federal Communications Commission plans to authorize sweeping changes to the 
American news media. The changes could allow one company in a single town -- and across 
many cities -- to own TV stations, newspapers, radio stations and cable providers I believe this 
concentration of ownership could be deeply destructive to the freedom the media and lead to a 
collapse o f  inultiple news and information voices In our democracy. It is deeply unsettling to 
learn that you have decided to reject a request from two of the five FCC commissioners to delay 
a decision on overhauling these proposed serious changes 

I urge you to push back the vote by at least one month to allow inore time to study the potential 
cffccts of easing thcse media ownership restrictions 1 write to you as both a newspaper journalist 
and as a citizen who is deeply concerned about concentration of the media through monopoly in 
this country Certainly, as an American in government you must understand the need for a 
diversity of owners in the free press as well as be aware of the risks of consolidation. I urge you 
to rcconsider your decision 

Sincerely, 



cfln\\r 
Fred Ward 
9730 Wilshire Blvd. 
Suite 216-A 
Beverly Hills, CA 90212-2022 

' ,  !: , , , I2 )!jN 0 ' ' 

Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE, Docket No. 02-277 Don't abandon media safeguards! 1 FCC-MAILROOM 1 
Dear FCC Commissioners, 

I strongly urge that the FCC abandon its plm to end long-stznding md  critical safeguards that 
have served as an important "check and balance" system to help ensure diversity of media 
ownership. Under the proposal you are considenng, one company in a community will be able to 
own the newspaper, several TV and radio stations, the cable system, and the principal hternet 
access company. There will be fewer owners of networks, stations, and newspapers nationwide. 
This will very badly damage true media diversity and competition. A competitive and diverse 
media IS absolutely essential to ensure an informed citizenry and a healthy and vibrant 
democracy. 

Eliminating these last remaining protections of the public tnist would constitute a complete 
abandonment of the FCC's mission to ensure that our airwaves, which are owned by all 
Amencans, are used in a manner which ensures the diverse range of voices and opinions needed 
in a healthy democracy. Loss of these protections would constitute a huge and unacceptable 
giveaway of public resources and polltical y w e r  to a few large and powerful media companies. 

Further consolidation of the media in the false name of "deregulation" must be halted and in fact 
reversed. TV and radio news in the hands of a handful o f  profit-driven corporations has 
undermined our democracy more than any other modem force except the high cost of broadcast 
commercials during elections. The media compani.:s have failed in their public trust to provide 
crucial unbiased information to the public about mgst public issues. Americans depend upon the 
media to bring us information that will allow us to,&ake the informed choices necessary for the 
well-being of our nation and our future. . . I  

As an American concerned about our democracy, 1 urge you to reject the current proposal to 
abandon the last remaining controls on media consolidation. Instead, I strongly urge you to 
break up the media conglomerates, to open the spectrum to a wjde diversity of organizations and 
independent journalists, and to reinstate the Fairness Doctrine. 

Most sincerely, 



Ruby A. Cribbin 
34 1 Squaw Brook Rd. 
North Haledon. NJ 07508 

Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20554 

confirmed 
JUN 0 3 2 0 0  

Distribution ceno# 
RE: Docket No. 02-277 

Dear FCC Commissioners, 

Don't abandon media safeguards! 

I strongly urge that the FCC abandon its plan to end long-standing and critical safeguards that 
have served as an important "check and balance" system to help ensure diversity of media 
ownership. Under the proposal you are considering, one company in a community will be able to 
own the newspaper, several TV and radio stations, the cable system, and the principal Internet 
access company. There will be fewer owners of networks, stations, and newspapers nationwide. 
This will very badly damage true media diversity and competition. A competitive and diverse 
media is absolutely essential to ensure an informed citizenry and a healthy and vibrant 
democracy. 

Eliminating these last remaining protections of the public trust would constitute a complete 
abandonment of the FCC's mission to ensure that our airwaves, which are owned by all 
Americans, are used in a manner which ensures the diverse range of voices and opinions needed 
in a healthy democracy. Loss of these protections woidd constitute a huge and unacceptable 
giveaway of public resources and political power to a few large and powerful media companies. 

Further consolidation of the media in the false name of "deregulation" must be halted and in fact 
reversed. TV and radio news in the hands of a handful of profit-driven corporations has 
undermined our democracy more than any other modem force except the high cost of broadcast 
commercials during elections. The media companies have failed in their public trust to provide 
crucial unbiased information to the public about most public issues. Americans depend upon the 
media to bring us information that will allow us to make the informed choices necessary for the 
well-being of our nation and our future. 

As an American concerned about our democracy, I urge you to reject the current proposal to 
abandon the last remaining controls on media consolidation. Instead, I strongly urge you to 
break up the media conglomerates, to open the spectrum to a wide diversity of organizations and 
independent journalrsts, and to reinstate the Fairness Doctrine. 

~'~7 Most sincerely, 

Ruby &Cribbin 
i,. L .%;J'L i-c .... i:,._ 



MORTON BARROWS 

35- 1701 River Drive South 
Jersey City, N.J. 07310 

- I  - 





MOR-rON BARROWS 
751701  River Dtwe South 
Jersey City, N.J. 07310 

- I  - 





Elbert D Sexton 
13621 McMains Street 

Garden Grove, CA 92844-2127 

May 19,2003 

The Honorable Michael K. Powell 
Chairman, Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, SW 
Washington, l>C 20554 

Dear Chairman Powell. 

I urgc you m to relax the broadcast ownership rules that protect American citizens from media 
monopolies. 

These proposed changes would lead to giant media conglomerates, which would allow them to 
gain total control over radio and television news and information in cities all over America. Many 
ofthe corporations now lobbying the FCC to relax these ownership rules already have a known 
track record of attempting to keep opposing viewpoints off the air. 

I he American people deserve to hear more than one point of view. For the sake ofour  
democracy and freedom, I urge you to continue the broadcast ownership protections that for 
decades have helped to ensure a healthy political debate in our country. 

Yours truly, 

Elbert D Sexton 



William T. McClellan tel 909.621.9143 
354 W. 6'h St. page 909.812.2002 
Claremont, CA 91 71 'I fax 909.625.5043 

bill rncclellan@verizon net 

Commissioner Jona than  S. Adelstein 
44s 12'l 'St.,  S.W. I ,. ,IUN 0 ;; 7.003 
Washington, D.C. 20554 

Mdbution Cenbr 
Dear Commissioner Adelstein: 

The FCC speaks on the one hand about preserving the public interest, and on the 
other hand a sks  for arguments (supported by data ,  please) that  reducing ownership 
rules would not harm the public interest so that these presumably useless rules may 
be reduced or eliminated [ N P R M  Sept '02). 

The FCC is merely trying to uphold the law, but what law? The Telecommunications 
Ac t  of 1996, a victory for iriedia consolidation that contains a virus: the compulsion 
that every two yea;; tile 7.?3 -eview every restriction of media ownership and  reduce 
or eliminate those that 2% not demonstrably in the public interest. 

The court that  is holding the FCC to a strict interpretation of this law is a court that  
knows better thac congress (which unwittingly passed the law) the intent of those who 
actually drafted the law. Thc intent'> Deregulation. Neoliheralism uber alles. 

The NPRM reduces citizens to consumers and news to a product for sale. Media 
conglomerates, by being permitted to expand, will have the surplus  income that  will 
permit (and 2ossibly) motivate them io spend i t  on more diverse and local product. 
Public interesl. m-i!: h c e h y  be served. True? When pigs fly. 

I submit that  the inonetariiation of d l  valucs m d  the lie of the unregulated or "free" 
market are w h a t  fuel unresi  in this  country aiid abroad. How m y o n e  can  uphold 
neoliberal economic theory and  also deft.nd the public interest is beyond me. 

Thus  common sense and the lessons of experience are to be presumed guilty and  in 
order to defend their innocence, every two years our  officials are to be consumed with 
busywork, the failure of which has  awesome consequences for the public good. 

Deregulation h a s  not worked for the pub!,c interest in water, in energy, or in 
telephony, to mention jus t  a few ai-eas where corporate greed h a s  been so extreme and 
obvious that even th r  majur n:cdia could not ignore it. Why should it work in media? 

Tell the FCC to stop d ~ ! . ~ ~ ~ : ~ . t ~ r ! i i . . . ~ n d  prepare them, yourself, and  u s  the people for 
battles in court, congress, i n c d i , ~ ,  . ~ i i d  venues only well-paid "R firms could dream up. 

Sincerely, 

L -  ~, ~ __ ;-. AL c/ cc----- 
William T. McClellzn 

C \ L m E R S  POLITICAL > FCC JUNE 2 030518 
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J-.~u 0 3 2003 

~ l o i i o ~ i h l c  M i c l iae l  Powell, Chairman 
Federai C:oiniiiunication~ Commission 
145 12th Strcct, SW 
Washington. D C 20554 

The 1 lonorable Michael Powell Distribution cenbsr 
I write this lcttet to exprcss m y  concern about possible changes to the current Broadcast 
Ownership Rules 1 am aware that you w i l l  bc making a f inal vole on June 2'ld o f  this 
year I ask that you consider the detriineiital effect this change would have in our country, 
and urge that you vote no 

I f  tlic Broadcabt Ownership Rules were adopted as proposed, larger media corporations 
would silence independent voices in cities across the United States A yes votc to this 
ineasurc would allow doinination hy niedia companies that would have the power to 
decide wliicli virwpolnts to allow on the air, and even worse, which viewpoints to censor 

Aincrica was not fbunded on thosc principles Pleasc vote no 

Si  inccrcl y, 

Don Giisruvson 
Kcvada State Asxinblyrnan, District 30 



MAY 2 I) 2003 I lonorable Michael J c'opps, Commissioner 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, SW Gc; 

4 The Honorable Michael c'oppb .#~>UW" 

Washington, D C 20554 , ,,\ I ',,',.!>. 

 is^^ 
I wJrite this letter to express my concern about posyible changes to the current Broadcast 
Ownership Rules I am aware that you will be making a final vote on June Znd of this 
year I ask that you consider the detrimental effect this change would have i n  our country, 
and urge that you vote no 

If thc Broadcast Ownership Rules wcre adopted as proposed, larger media corporations 
would silence independent ~ o i c e s  i n  cities across the United State5 A yes vote to this 
ineasurt would allow doininatioil by media companies that would have the power to 
decide which \iewpoiiits IO allow on the air, and even worse, which viewpoiuts to censor 

.4mcrica was not founded on thosc principles I'leasc vote no 

Sincerely, 

Don Ciustavron 
Vevada State As~eiublyman, Di\trict 30 



tte af €de tbn 
Assettrblg 

+cuci i ty-3crunS 3 c ~ s i t i n  
May 19,2003 

DISTRICT OFFICE 

/=@E%- 

/ 2 9 2003 / Ccni,Tmed 
IN3 IFCC- MA,LROOM] 

Ilonorable Kevin J Martin, C'ommissioiicr d 

),)'ti i' ' i;cueral Communications i'oiiimission 
145 12th Street, SW 
Washington, D C 20554 C e M  

The Honorable Kevin Martin 

I write this letter to express my concern about poshible changes to the current Broadcast 
Ownership Rule5 I am aware that you will be making a final vote on June 2 ' I d  of this 
ycar I ask that you consider the detrimental effect this changlz would have in our country, 
m d  urge that y o ~ i  vote 110 

If the Broadcast Ownership Kules were adoptcd as proposeJ, larger media corporations 
would {ilence independent voices i n  cities across the United States. A yes vote to this 
iiicasure would allow doinination by media coinpanies that would have the power to 
decide which viewpoints to allon' on the air, and even worse, which viewpoints to censor. 

.4mcrica was inot founded on those principlcs Please vote no 

Si iicercl y. 

> 

_I , 

Do11 Gustavson 
Kevada State Assemblyman, lli\trict 30 


