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*. ..... ! T i m e s  -Courier 
Y O U R  HOMETOWN NEWSPAPER DEVOTED To THE P R O G R E S S  OF G I L M E R  COUNTY 

Serving Gilmer Since 1875 
February 12 ,  2002 

Fe de ra 1 Comrmnicat i ons  Commission 
445 12th S t r e e t  S.W. 
Washington, D. C. 20554 

Attn: Marglie Sa le s ,  Secre ta ry  
W o c k e t  96-197 

Gentlemen : 

We, as Owners of an old  e s t ab l i shed  weekly newspaper s ince  1967, a r e  concerned 
about t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of a change in t h e  cu r ren t  cross-ownership p roh ib i t i on  of  
broadcast  and p r i n t  media. 

In our  growing county of 25,000 we have a good r a d i o  s t a t i o n ,  t h e  Times-Courier 
and a new T V  cable  s t a t i o n .  The la t te r  i s  owned by t h e  telephone company which has  
amassed mi l l i ons  i n  t h e  l a s t  20 years .  A l l  t h r e e  are working toge the r  and cover a l l  
a spec t s  o f  the  community. But, a l l  a r e  sepa ra t e ly  owned. We keep one anocfier on 
t h e i r  t o e s ,  so t o  speak. 

However, w i t h  a cross-ownership of e i t h e r  media, we f e e l  a monopoly o f  e i t h e r  would 
be t o  t h e  detr iment  of our  county. This is t h e  same s i t u a t i o n ,  w e  a r e  su re ,  of  
o t h e r  areas. 
the  FCC t o  take s t e p s  t o  prevent  such. Community journal ism is bes t  served when 
t h e r e  is competit ion.  

We r e a l i z e  t h a t  in some l a r g e  c i t i es  t h e r e  may be cross-ownership of t h e  media, but  
i n  small towns greedy ownership of  a l l  t h e  media would hamper the  f r e e  e n t e r p r i s e  
system. 

We r e s p e c t f u l l y  request t h a t  you do nothing t o  undermine t h e  d i v e r s i t y  which makes 
broadcast  media and newspapers watchdogs, no t  only of  t h e  government, but  of each 
o ther .  

S ince re ly ,  

In t h i s  age of b i g  corpora t ions  taking over,  w e  f e e l  i t  is time f o r  

George N. Bunch 
Pub l i she r s  and Owners s i n c e  1967 of t h e  7,300 c i r c u l a t i o n  newspaper 
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