
Dear FCC:

RM-10805 appropriately requests automatic conversion of all Technician licensees to “Tech
Plus.”  This is properly in accordance with WARC rulings on the requirements for CW
proficiency testing.  Additionally, all Technician licensees should be granted General and Extra
Class licenses by passing elements 3 and 4.

Where this proposed rule making falls short is it’s desire to retain the CW testing requirement for
both General and Extra Class.  As long as there are CW sub-bands in effect in the rules, the CW
enthusiasts will be protected and have ample provisions for the pursuit of this and the other digital
modes.  

Since WARC and numerous other countries have deleted the requirement for CW testing, in
general, there is no need to continue element 1 as a basis for a General or Extra Class license.  By
retaining the CW sub-bands, operators will be able to exercise their CW capability and make
contacts manually or by computer generation just as they can currently.  Since computer
generated CW is readily within reach of most radio amateurs, the mode does not require manual
proficiency.  In fact, the requirement for manual CW proficiency, either sending or receiving,
unnecessarily inhibits capable individuals from advancing their skills.

Since the Amateur Service is generally self policing, and poor operating habits result in fewer
contacts, there is sufficient pressure on amateur radio operators to seek excellence in their
performance according to their license privileges and “Good Amateur Radio Practice” which is
sufficiently covered in the rules already.  It is not necessary that all possible communication
capabilities be tested.  Those that wish to use manual CW will certainly be able to do so with
probably no perceptible change in the availability of other operators or activity.  The efficiency of
CW will be sought, probably quite successfully, through the innovations and desires of non-CW
tested operators who will wish to make more contacts in all kinds of propagation and conditions. 
Additionally, the dire predictions of Amateur Radio being ruined by non-CW tested Technician
Class licensees has failed to materialize.  The opposite has occurred. Many excellent contributions
have been made by “codeless” radio amateurs and the CW sub-bands have not suffered.

There is ample testing through elements 2, 3 and 4 to insure capable, dedicated radio amateurs
without the antiquated CW test requirement.  The benefits of opening our current, highly
technical world of amateur radio to operators that may or may not be capable of, or who do not
enjoy manual CW, far out-weigh any imagined deficiencies.  When the military and commercial
interests needed trained CW operators, there was some reason to make this capability a part of
amateur radio.  This is definitely no longer the case.  What are needed are technically competent,
radio communication savvy individuals that can expand our horizons and lead to newer and
greater opportunities.  This is where we need to go.  We NEED those individuals that seek to
become Radio Amateurs because this is a means for them to expand and explore.  CW is no
longer a supportable barrier to Amateur Radio.

Thank you,



Amos R. Mansfield, Jr.
KR7D


