
DOCKET FILE COPY ORIGINAL 

L A W  OFFICES OF , 

HUBER LAWRENCE & ABELL 
12’ FLOOR 

1001 G STREET, N.W 
WASHINGTON, D C 20001 

455 12”’ Street, sw 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: CC Docket No 96-45; Federal-State Joint Board on Umversal Servicc, 
Annual Certification Pursuant to 47 C F R 54.3 14(a) 

Dear Ms. Dortch 

The Public Service Commission of West Virginia has issued an or_.r i n  accordance with 
54 314(a) finding that Citizens Telecommunications Company of West Virginia 47 C F R 

d h i a  Fronlier Communlcatlons of Wcst Virginia (“Frontier”) i s  “us[ing] federal universal 
sei-vicc support for the provision, maintenance and upgrading of facilities and services for whlch 
the support is intendcd, conslstcnl with Section 254(e) of  the Communlcations Act.” A copy of 
the order is attached While the Wcst Virginia Commission i s  filing its order with the 
Commission and with USAC, Frontier is also providing a copy of the order out o f  an abundance 
o r c a u t l ~ l l  

Thank you for your assistance with this matter. 

Sincerely, 

John 13. Adams 
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PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 

OF WEST VIRGLNIA 

CHARI,ESTON 

At a scssioii ol‘tlie Public Service Coniinission of West Virginia, in  the City of Charleston, on the 
29th day o f  September, 2003 

CASE NO 03-0781 -T-GI 

GENERAL INVESTIGATION REGARDING 
Certification of t l i c  disposition of federal universal 
service ftincling by iiicumbcnl local exchange 
tclecommuiiications carricrs and compelitive 
eligible telcconiiituiiicatioiis carricrs iii West Virginia 
for calendar year 2004. 

COMMlSSlON_ODER 

On May 21, 2003, rlic Coininissioii’s Consuiiicr Advocate Division (the CAD) tiled the “Consumer 
Advocale Division’s Pelition To lnitiatc a General Investigation ” The CAD petitioned the Commission 
I O  initiatc a general investigation regarding thc certification of compliance with Section 254(e) of the 
Co~iimtii~~cations Act of 1934, (47 U S C 5254(e)). as amended, (the Act), by all eligible 
tclecoiiimuiiications carriers (ETCs) in West Virginia for tlie calendar year 2004. Staff further petitioned 
the Commission to iniliate a general investigation to cstablish conditions which should normally be 
imposed in any order granting ETC status and uniform standards regarding the certification of 
compliance with these conditions aiid with Section 254(e) by all ETCs in the State of West Virginia 

Staff filed its “Initial Joint Staff Mciiioranduni” on July 16, 2003. Therein Staff rccommeiided thc 
Commission initiate two separate gencral investigations lo address the CAD request 

By order cnlered August 5, 2003, the Cornmission granted the CAD’S petition to Initiate a geiieial 
investigation rcgarding ceflificatioii of tlie disposilion of federal universal service runding for calendar 
year 2004 by (1) incumbent local exchange carriers (incumbent LECs or ILECs) and (2) competitive 
I.ECs that havc been designated as eligible telccommunications carr~ers (ETCs) in West Virginia. In 
accordaiice with Stafrs recoiiiiiiciida~ioiis, the Commission ordered that ILECs and competitive ETCs 
file verified stalements demonstrating that they use federal universal service support “only for the 

provision, maintenance aiid upgrading of facil i t ies and services for which the support I S  intended,” 
consisten[ w i t h  Section 254(e) of Ihe Tclecomintiii~cations Act of 1996, by August 15, 2003 
Commission Order lnitia_tix~AC;eneral Investigtbn, Case No 03-078 I -  T-GI (August 5,2003), at 2. 

In  accordance with the Commission’s order, a number of carriers filed statements venfying that 
kderal un~versal service funding is used only for Ihe provision, mainienanc,e and upgrading of facilities 
and scr\)ices for which the support is intended, consistent with Section 254(e) of Ihe 
Telecomiiiunicatioiis Acl of 1934, as amended These carriers were: 
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A~4g1st~12,2003 
Digital Connections, Inc. 
Spruce Knob-Seneca Rocks Tclephone, Tnc 

August 13,2003 
Armstrong Telephone Company - Norihern Division 
Amistrong Tclephone Company - West Virginia 
Citizcns Telecommunications Company of West Virginia, d/b/a 
Fronticr Coinmunications of West Virginia 
Hardy lclecomiiiunications, Inc 

Aug+:ust 15,2003 
Highland Cellular, LLC 
Easlerbrooke Cellular Corporation 
Veruon West Virginia lnc  
West Side Telephone Co , d/b/a West Side Telecommunications 

August_!0,2003 
FiberNet. LLC. 

Two carriers, War Telephone Company and Gateway Telecom, LLC, doing business as StratusWavc 
1 Communications, filed after the August 15, 2003, dead1ine.Sc.c FootNotc 

On September 24, 2003, Staff filed a memorandum stating that i t  has reviewed the verified 
statements provided by the aforementioned carriers and recommended that the Commission enter an 
order finding that (1) Digital Coilncctions, Inc , does not liavc ETC 

status, (2) the carricrs are using federal univcrsal service support only for the provision, maintenance 
and upgrading o f  facilities and serviccs for which the support is intended, consistent with Section 254(e) 
of lhe Coinmunications Act of 1934, as amended, and (3) i t  is appropnate to certify to the Federal 
Communications Cornmission (FCC) and Universal Service Admmistrdtive Company (USAC) that the 
carricrs are eligible to continuc receiwng fedcral universal service support, based on those verified 
statcnients. 

DB-CYSaON 

Thc Commission finds that the abovc mentioned telecommunications camers, except Digital 
Connections, liic., usc federal univcrsal service support only for the provision, maintenance and 
upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is  intended, consistent with Sectlon 254(c) of 
the Coinmunications Act of 1934, as amcnded, and should be certified to receive Federal Universal 
Service support during January I ,  2004 to December 31, 2004. These carriers are either ILECs or have 
bcen previously designated as ETCs by the Commission. 

Digital Connections, Inc , should submit, under a separate filing, its request for ETC status. 

0 RD-ER 

1T IS THEREFORE ORDERED that the rollowing carriers are using Federal Universal Service 
support only for the provision, maintenance and upgrading of fac~lities and servlces for wluch the 

Iittp.//www psc statc wv us/orders/2003 09/030781 ca.htm 
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support is intended, consistent with Section 254(c) of the Communications Act of 1934, as amcnded 

(1  ) 
(2) 
( 3 )  

(4) Easterbrooke Cellular Corporation 
(5) FibcrNct, LLC 
(6) Hardy Telecommunications, Inc. 
(7) Highland Cellular, LLC 
(8) 
(9) Gateway Telecom, LLC, d/b/a 

StratusWave Communications 
(1  0) 
( I  1 )  War Telephone Company 

(12) 

Armstrong Telephone Company - Northern Division 
Armstrong Tclcplione Company - West Virginia 
Citizens Telccommunicatioiis Company of West Virginia, &/a 

Frontier Coinmunications o f  West Virginia 

Sprucc Knob-Scncca Rocks Tcleplionc, Inc 

Verizon West Virginia Inc. 

~ ..~. _______-. .______ .. . .  . - . .- 

West Side Telephonc Co , d/b/a 
West Side Telecommunications 

IT LS FURTHER ORDERED that it  is appropriate to certify to the Federal Communications 
Coinmission and Universal Servicc Adrninislrative Company that the above stated carriers are eligiblc to 
continue receiving federal universal scrvicc support for calender year 2004, based on the venficd 
statenicnts submitted to the Commission. 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that upon entry of this order, thls case shall be removed from the 
Commission's docket of open cases. 

1T IS FURTHER ORDERED that Ihe Commission's Executive Secretary serve a copy of this order 
upon all parties of rccord by United States First Class Mail and upon Commission Staff by hand 
delivery. 

A T r u e  Copy, Teste: 

Sandra Squire 
Executive Secretary 

ARC 
LFG/s 
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