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On behal(of the Hhnors Fire Chicks Aszocnthion | would hke (0 cxpress our support lor the petition for
reconsideration fiied by the Asseciation of Pubhic-Saleny Commumications Olticials (APCO)Y the Intermiattonal
Assoctaton ol Fae Cliels and othar pubhic safety organizations m the aboy e-rcferenced procecding regarding
mandatory Augration o narrowband operations on lond mobile radio svstems 1o the VHF High Bank (136-170
Vi and UHFE (42 -5 12MB Y freguenaes

The current deadiene of Linvary 13 2004 Tor the FCC 1o accepl applications 1o modify existing 25 kHz sysiems
wil! prevent public salets ficensees from adding critical capacits coverage lor enisting svstems Such modifications
should be permiticd unall Januan 1 2013 10 comaide with o finzl complete migratton deadbinge b the State of
Hhmois there s a critical need o meredse capacity and enhange the coverage of our wide band mutua! ad and firc
ground aperational channels throughout the State

The current ale prohsbins any new svstem apphied Tor after Januarny 13 2003, [rom operating with 23 kHy
ciquipment  There needs 1o be an exception to that rule to accommodaic ncw systems that nmust mantam
inferoperability with exrsting 23 kHy only sysicms There 15 o significant portion of the State that 1s working, 1o
anprove our intcroperabthity for mutual md operavons '1he current ruies will sigmificantly hender our elforts to
provide rmteroperabulits for a nuygor portion of the Stale

The current rule sall mahe 1t mpossible for mamy stale and local gosvernments 1o add capaciiy or replace broken
and worn-out rachos after 2008 when 25 kiH/ capable radio will no longer be allowed 10 be manufactured or
unperted  Fhal daie shoutd be extended to Jannaiy 1 2013 (o comeide with a linal compleie migranons deadline

TDMA and other multi-bandw idth mode equipment can proside important efficiencies for certan tvpes of public
salels radio svstems Mobile datit systemis also provide cniiical funtionahins to modern public safety conmmunications
opctations but generally require wrdeband (25 kH/y channels and are consistent with masimum spectral

clhiciency Vhe FOC should conunue 10 allow such operations so long as cfficienes gudelines are met
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