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Re: Tdephone Number Portability, CC Docket No. 95-116

Dear Commissioners:

The undersigned (USTA Member Companies) believe that the Federal Communications
Commission (FCC/Commission) must institute a rulemaking proceeding before changing its
rules regarding number porting outside of the rate centers of wireline carriers. For the
Commission to permit wireline-to-wireless number porting outside of the wireline rate center
into larger wireless local calling areas would be anti-competitive, and in violation of the
Administrative Procedure Act (APA).

Permitting wireline-to-wireless number porting outside of the wireline rate center into
larger wireless local calling areas impairs the ability of many incumbent local exchange carriers
(ILECs) to rate toll calls. Requiring number porting outside of the ILEC rate centers will
undermine and dramatically impact intrastate rate structures administered by state public service
commissions. Moreover, competition is not a one-way street. Because of the geographic
disparity between wireline and wireless carriers, consumers will be harmed by the lack of full
competitive choice, due to the inability to port most numbers from wireless providers to
wireline providers. And with inconsistent rules, the consumers will likely be caught in the
middle. Hence, we contend that the FCC cannot change the wireline porting boundary via a
declaratory ruling proceeding, but rather must institute a rulemaking proceeding in conformance
with the APA.

USTA Member Companies do not oppose inter- modal local number portability under the
current law. However, we believe that any change to the current law cannot occur unless the
FCC fully considers the impacts of inter-modal number portability upon al carriers. A
rulemaking proceeding would better enable the FCC to adequately examine the rate center issue,
which will require the creation of a concrete record in order that cost, efficiency, administrative
smplicity, and effects on intrastate rate structures administered by state public service
commissions, as well as the consumer impacts that will result, are taken into account.

Sincerdly,
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Walter B. McCormick, Jr.
President & CEO
United States Telecom Association
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