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Distribution Center

Dear Mr. Powell:;

I urge you not to relax the broadcast ownership rules that
protect American citizens from media monopolies.

These proposed changes would pave the way for giant media
conglomerates to gain near-total control of radio and television
news and information in communities across our nation. And many
of the corporations that are now lobbying the FCC to relax these
ownership rules already have a known track record in attempting to
keep opposing viewpoints off the air.

The American people deserve to hear more than one point of
view on important issues. Therefore, for the sake of our democracy
and our freedom, I urge you to continue the broadcast ownership
protections that, for decades, have helped to ensure a healthy
political debate in our country.

{\Sincerely,
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I urge you not to relax the broadcast ownership rules that
protect American citizens from media monopolies.

These proposed changes would pave the way for giant media
conglomerates to gain near-total control of radio and television
news and information in communities across our nation. And many
of the corporations that are now lobbying the FCC to relax these
ownership rules already have a known track record in attempting to
keep opposing viewpoints off the air.

The American people deserve to hear more than one point of
view on important issues. Therefore, for the sake of our democracy
and our freedom, I urge you to continue the broadcast ownership

protections that, for decades, have helped to ensure a healthy
political debate in our country.

K \Mariusz zaii}\

Dear Mr. Copps:
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Dear Mr. Adelstein:

I urge you not to relax the broadcast ownership rules that
protect American citizens from media monopolies.

These proposed changes would pave the way for giant media
conglomerates to gain near-total control of radio and television
news and information in communities across our nation. And many
of the corporations that are now lobbying the FCC to relax these
ownership rules already have a known track record in attempting to
keep opposing viewpoints off the air.

The American people deserve to hear more than one point of
view on important issues. Therefore, for the sake of our democracy
and our freedom, I urge you to continue the broadcast ownership
protections that, for decades, have helped to ensure a healthy
political debate in our country.

T\ Sincerely, &
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DEAR:MR MARTIN O

TURGE YOU NOT TO RELAX THE BROADCAST OWNERSHIP RULES THAT PROTECT
AMERICAN CITIZENS FROM MEDIA MONOPOLIES.

THESE PROPOSED CHANGES WOULD PAVE THE WAY FOR GIANT MEDIA
CONGLOMERATES TO GAIN NEAR-TOTAL CONTROL OF RADIO AND TELEVISION NEWS
AND INFORMATION IN COMMUNITIES ACROSS OUR NATION. AND MANY OF THE
CORPORATIONS THAT ARE NOW LOBBYING THE FCC TO RELAX THESE OWNERSHIP
RULES ALREADY HAVE A KNOWN TRACK RECORD IN ATTEMPTING TO KEEP OPPOSING
VIEWPOINTS OFF THE AIR.

THE AMERICAN PEOPLE DESERVE TO HEAR MORE THAN ONE POINT OF VIEW ON
IMPORTANT ISSUES. THEREFORE, FOR THE SAKE OF OUR DEMOCRACY AND OUR
FREEDOM [ URGE YOU TO CONTINUE THE BROADCAST OWNERSHIP PROTECTIONS THAT
FOR DECADES, HAVE HELPED TO ENSURE A HEALTHY POLITICAL DEBATE IN OUR
COUNTRY.

SINCERELY,

?»e H Pelb

MR JOE H DELK
103 CAYCE VALLEY DR
COLUMBIA, TN 38401
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DEAR:MR POWELL

I URGE YOU NOT TO RELAX THE BROADCAST OWNERSHIP RULES THAT PROTECT
AMERICAN CITIZENS FROM MEDIA MONOPOLIES.

THESE PROPOSED CHANGES WOULD PAVE THE WAY FOR GIANT MEDIA
CONGLOMERATES TO GAIN NEAR-TOTAL CONTROL OF RADIO AND TELEVISION NEWS
AND INFORMATION IN COMMUNITIES ACROSS OUR NATION. AND MANY OF THE
CORPORATIONS THAT ARE NOW LOBRBYING THE FCC TO RELAX THESE OWNERSHIP
RULES ALREADY HAVE A KNOWN TRACK RECORD IN ATTEMPTING TO KEEP OPPOSING
VIEWPOINTS OFF THE AlR.

THE AMERICAN PEOPLE DESERVE TO HEAR MORE THAN ONE POINT OF VIEW ON
IMPORTANT ISSUES. THEREFORE, FOR THE SAKE OF OUR DEMOCRACY AND OUR
FREEDOM I URGE YOU TQO CONTINUE THE BROADCAST OWNERSHIP PROTECTIONS THAT
FOR DECADES, HAVE HELPED TO ENSURE A HEALTHY POLITICAL DEBATE IN OUR
COUNTRY.

SINCERELY,

Z%g H Sulb

MR JOE H DELK
103 CAYCE VALLEY DR
COLUMBIA, TN 38401
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DEAR:MR ADELSTEIN

TTURGE YOU NCT TO RELAX THE BROADCAST OWNERSHIP RULES THAT PRCTECT
AMERICAN CITIZENS FROM MEDIA MONOPOLIES.

THESE PROPOSED CHANGES WOULD PAVE THE WAY FOR GIANT MEDIA
CONGLOMERATES TO GAIN NEAR-TOTAL CONTROL OF RADIO AND TELEVISION NEWS
AND INFORMATION IN COMMUNITIES ACROSS OUR NATION. AND MANY OF THE
CORPORATIONS THAT ARE NOW LOBBYING THE FCC TO RELAX THESE OWNERSHIP
RULES ALREADY HAVE A KNOWN TRACK RECORD IN ATTEMPTING TO KEEP OPPOSING
VIEWPOINTS OFF THE AIR,

THE AMERICAN PEOPLE DESERVE TO HEAR MORE THAN ONE POINT OF VIEW ON
IMPORTANT ISSUES. THEREFORE, FOR THE SAKE OF OUR DEMOCRACY AND OUR
FREEDOM I URGE YOU TO CONTINUE THE BROADCAST OWNERSHIP PROTECTIONS THAT
FOR DECADES, HAVE HELPED TO ENSURE A HEALTHY POLITICAL DEBATE IN OUR
COUNTRY.

SINCERELY,

oo H Ol ke

MR JOE H DELK
103 CAYCE VALLEY DR
COLUMBIA, TN 38401
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DEAR: MR COPPS:

I URGE YOU NOT TO RELAX THE BROADCAST OWNERSHIP RULES THAT PROTECT
AMERICAN CITIZENS FROM MEDIA MONOPOLIES.

THESE PROPOSED CHANGES WOULD PAVE THE WAY FOR GIANT MEDIA
CONGLOMERATES TO GAIN NEAR-TOTAL CONTROL OF RADIO AND TELEVISION NEWS
AND INFORMATION IN COMMUNITIES ACROSS OUR NATION. AND MANY OF THE
CORPORATIONS THAT ARE NOW LOBBYING THE FCC TO RELAX THESE OWNERSHIP
RULES ALREADY HAVE A KNOWN TRACK RECORD IN ATTEMPTING TO KEEP OPPOSING
VIEWPOINTS OFF THE AIR.

THE AMERICAN PEOPLE DESERVE TO HEAR MORE THAN ONE POINT OF VIEW ON
IMPORTANT ISSUES. THEREFORE, FOR THE SAKE OF OUR DEMOCRACY AND OUR
F REEDOM;rl URGE YOU TO CONTINUE THE BROADCAST OWNERSHIP PROTECTIONS THAT
FOR DECADES, HAVE HELPED TO ENSURE A HEALTHY POLITICAL DEBATE IN OUR
COUNTRY
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MRJOEH LELK

103 CAYCE VALLEY DR
COLUMBIA, TN 38401



PHILLIP VON STEPHENS, RHU
GENERAL AGENT
4911 MONTROSE BLVD.
HOUSTON, TEXAS 77006-6530

(713) 723-2009
Friday, May 09, 2003

Honorable Kevin J. Martin
Commissioner of FCC

445 12" Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Sir:

We have been reading of proposed changes that would pave the way for giant
media conglomerates to gain near total control of radio and television news and
information in our communities across America.

We urge you not to relax the broadcast ownership rules that protect the American
citizen from media monopolies. Many of the corporations that are now lobbying the FCC
to relax these ownership rules already have a known track record in attempting to keep
opposing viewpoints off the air.

The American people deserve to hear all points of views on important issues.
Only then can we be truly informed citizens. In the name of freedom and for the sake of
our democracy we urge you to continue the broadcast ownership protections that have
helped to insure a healthy political debate in our country.

As al

PHILLIP
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Honorable Jonathan S. Adelstein .\o\)'i\o“
Commissioner of FCC o’ MAY 9 7 2003
445 12" Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554 FCC - MAILROOM
Dear Sir:

We have been reading of proposed changes that would pave the way for giant
media conglomerates to gain near total control of radio and television news and
information in our communities across America.

We urge you not to relax the broadcast ownership rules that protect the American
citizen from media monopolies. Many of the corporations that are now lobbying the FCC
to relax these ownership rules already have a known track record in attempting to keep
opposing viewpoints off the air.

The American people deserve to hear all points of views on important issues.
Only then can we be truly informed citizens. In the name of freedom and for the sake of
our democracy we urge you to continue the broadcast ownership protections that have
helped to insure a healthy political debate in our country.

Ve
>N o A

PHILLIPSen STEPHED



Al Conradt
1266 Dunbarton Drive
Aurora, Il. 60504-9618

May 9, 2003

The Honorable Kevin J. Martin 00“\\"“\6
Commissioner 1@3
Federal Communications Commission 5\\“ 0 x@f
445 12" Street, SW o
Washington, DC 20554 oo

Dear Mr. Martin:

This letter is to strongly urge you NOT to relax the broadcast ownership rules that protect
American citizens from media monopolies.

I have noticed an alarming trend in recent years towards media consolidation, ala
Disney/ABC and Viacom/CBS. When mergers such as these happen, I'm always amazed
that the FCC allowed them to happen.

Since our world is becoming so small, and we’re so influenced by what we see and read,
the consolidation of media power is very disturbing. We’re increasing the potential for
abuse of power; if the media giants don’t agree with a particular viewpoint, they don’t
allow it to go public. The reverse is also true. And don’t ever make the assumption that
these are nice people who would never do anything like that. As evidenced by current
news articles, the executive ranks of major American corporations are sorely lacking in
character.

The American people deserve to hear more than one viewpoint on important issues. For
the sake of our democracy and our freedom, please continue the broadcast ownership
protections that, for decades, have helped to ensure a healthy political climate in our
country.

Sincerely,

<

Al Cont?



Al Conradt
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The Honorable Jonathon S. Adelstein \5\\ \! + &(
Commissioner N ce
Federal Communications Commission . {\‘0&\0
445 12" Street, SW o

Washington, DC 20554
Dear Mr. Adelstein;

This letter is to strongly urge you NOT to relax the broadcast ownership rules that protect
American citizens from media monopolies.

I have noticed an alarming trend in recent years towards media consolidation, ala
Disney/ABC and Viacom/CBS. When mergers such as these happen, I’'m always amazed
that the FCC allowed them to happen.

Since our world is becoming so small, and we’re so influenced by what we see and read,
the consolidation of media power is very disturbing. We’re increasing the potential for
abuse of power; if the media giants don’t agree with a particular viewpoint, they don’t
allow it to go public. The reverse is also true. And don’t ever make the assumption that
these are nice people who would never do anything like that. As evidenced by current
news articles, the executive ranks of major American corporations are sorely lacking in
character.

The American people deserve to hear more than one viewpoint on important issues. For
the sake of our democracy and our freedom, please continue the broadcast ownership
protections that, for decades, have helped to ensure a healthy political climate in our
country.

Sincerely,

: - '.

Al Conracllt\J
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Federal Communications Commission ) ‘O@Q“
445 12" Street, SW o

Washington, DC 20554
Dear Mr. Copps:

This letter is to strongly urge you NOT to relax the broadcast ownership rules that protect
American citizens from media monopolies.

I have noticed an alarming trend in recent years towards media consolidation, ala
Disney/ABC and Viacom/CBS. When mergers such as these happen, I'm always amazed
that the FCC allowed them to happen.

Since our world is becoming so small, and we’re so influenced by what we see and read,
the consolidation of media power is very disturbing. We’re increasing the potential for
abuse of power; if the media giants don’t agree with a particular viewpoint, they don’t
allow it to go public. The reverse is also true. And don’t ever make the assumption that
these are nice people who would never do anything like that. As evidenced by current
news articles, the executive ranks of major American corporations are sorely lacking in
character.

The American people deserve to hear more than one viewpoint on important issues. For
the sake of our democracy and our freedom, please continue the broadcast ownership
protections that, for decades, have helped to ensure a healthy political climate in our
country.

Sincerely, m

it ¢ P ._,.-—"'.‘1’/

— N
Al Conradt



862 Crow Min. Rd.
Stanardsville, VA 22973
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445 12" St., SW W e MAY 2 7 2003
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g FCG - MAILROOM
0\
Dear Mr. Poweli,

I urge you not to relax the broadcast ownership rules that protect American citizens from
media monopolies.

These proposed changes would lead the way for giant media conglomerates to gain near-
total control of radio and television news and information in communities across our
nation. Many of the corporations that are now lobbying the FCC to relax these ownership
rules already have a known track record in attempting to keep opposing viewpoints off
the air.

The American people deserve to hear more than one point of view on any issue.
Therefore, for the sake of our democratic freedom I urge you to continue the broadcast
ownership protections that, for decades, have helped to ensure a healthy political debate
in our country.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

William L. Steo
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Dear Mr. Martin, pistrouton

I urge you not to relax the broadcast ownership rules that protect American citizens from
media monopolies.

These proposed changes would lead the way for giant media conglomerates to gain near-
total control of radio and television news and information in communities across our
nation. Many of the corporations that are now lobbying the FCC to relax these ownership
rules already have a known track record in attempting to keep opposing viewpoints off
the air.

The American people deserve to hear more than one point of view on any issue.

Therefore, for the sake of our democratic freedom I urge you to continue the broadcast
ownership protections that, for decades, have helped to ensure a healthy political debate

in our country.

William L. Steo

Thank you for your time and consideration.
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Dear Commissioner Abernathy:

1 am appalled that the FCC plans to vote on June 2 on a proposal that
would remove virtually all restrictions on the ownership of media outlets:
TV, radio stations and newspapers.

I believe that consolidation of ever greater power in the hands of fewer corporations
will result in a major deterioration of our access to unbiased information and to the
honorable functioning of our democracy.

Why are there no public hearings on this proposal? Why are these rules being
promulgated in secret? Where is public discussion of the pros and cons of such
an extraordinary ruling?

What is happening to government of the people, by the people, for the people.
Don’t we belong in this equation any more?

T urge you to remove this June 2 deadline and hold public meetings on this
important matter.

Sincerely,
D 7+

Marjorie Cagan
10997 Magdalena Road
Los Altos Hills, CA 94024
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445 12th Street, SW
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Confirmed
Re: Media Diversity JUN 03 2003
Dear Mr. Poweill: Distrioution cene!

| am writing to remind the members of the Federal Communications Commission
that you are responsible for ensuring that the media "serve the public interest." |
am concerned that i th= FCC continues to relax regulations on media ownership,
the victor will be big busiriess--and the casualties will be the people of the U.S.

The free flow of information, the benefits of local competition and the power of a
diverse marketplace will virtually disappear.

| am concerned that the current media merger free-for-all threatens to rob us all of
the independent voices, views and ideas that nourish a pluralistic, democratic
society.

The media are more than just a business; they bring information to people that
affects their lives. We cannot have a heaithy democracy if we are uninformed on
the issues. The media have a responsibility to serve the public interest and
ensure that all voices are heard. It is your job to promote this.

Please remember U.S. consumers and citizens when you review the remaining
regulations. These regulations must be kept in place, and strengthened, not
weakened. The media giants already contro! far too much of our precious
information resources.

Sincerely,

Mg- M amore s

Attorney Deborah J. Monaco

-Mke and Deboraih Monaco,
~ 72 N. Thomas Rdﬂpp g
Talmadge, OH 44278, ~
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Commissioner Michael Copps
445 12th Street SW
Washington, 20554

Re: Media Diversity

Dear Commissioner Copps:

| am writing to remind the members of the Federal Communications Commission
that you are responsible for ensuring that the media "serve the public interest." |
am concerned that if the FCC continues to relax regulations on media ownership,
the victor will be big business--and the casualties will be the people of the U.S.

The free flow of information, the benefits of local competition and the power of a
diverse marketplace will virtually disappear.

| am concerned that the current media merger free-for-ail threatens to rob us all of
the independent voices, views and ideas that nourish a pluralistic, democratic
society.

The media are more than just a business; they bring information to people that
affects their lives. We cannot have a healthy democracy if we are uninformed on
the issues. The media have a responsibility to serve the public interest and
ensure that all voices are heard. It is your job to promote this.

Please remember U.S. consumers and citizens when you review the remaining
regulations. These regulations must be kept in place, and strengthened, not
weakened. The media giants already control far too much of our precious
information resources.

Sincerely,

Attorney Deborah J. Monaco

e and D voraco!
72 N. Thomas Rd. 9P € |
| 'lemadge.gl-!MZ?a» _

£
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445 12th Street SW
Washington, 20554
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JUN 0 3 2003
Dear Commissioner Adelstein: Distribution Center

| am writing to remind the members of the Federal Communications Commission
that you are responsible for ensuring that the media "serve the public interest.” |
am concerned thsi if the FCC continues to relax regulations on media ownership,
the victor will be big busiliass--and the casuaities will be the people of the U.S.

The free flow of information, the benefits of local competition and the power of a
diverse marketplace will virtually disappear.

| am concerned that the current media merger free-for-all threatens to rob us all of
the independent voices, views and ideas that nourish a pluralistic, democratic
society.

The media are more than just a business; they bring information to people that
affects their lives. We cannot have a healthy democracy if we are uninformed on
the issues. The media have a responsibility to serve the public interest and
ensure that all voices are heard. It is your job to promote this.

Please remember U.S. consumers and citizens when you review the remaining
regulations. These regulations must be kept in place, and strengthened, not
weakened. The media giants already conirol far too much of our precious
information resources.

Sincerely,

Ol itimdand “Momocs-

Attorney Deborah J. Monaco
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3174 Bryant Street
Palo Alto, California 94306
May 20, 2003

Gonfirmed
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Kathleen Abernathy it
Federal Commumications Commission

445 12th St. S.W.

Washington D.C. 20554

Dear Ms Abemathy:

We would like to register with all the commissioners our very strong belief that
relaxing rules that allow for a smaller number of owners of media is a recipe for
disaster. Even now we get very little coverage of the corporate power moves
reported in language the layperson understand.

You are charged with protecting the public interest. And the public interest is best
served when there is less concentration, not more, of ideas and power,

QOur thinking is NOT a minority view. You need to remember that in your vote
on June 2. This issue has NOT been covered with any enthusiasm in the media.
It is easy to understand why. It is YOUR job to keep competition in the media
from dissolving.

Sincerely, {W
- Paul Mary Carlson | :
Conﬁ\’med

jun 03 2003

- D‘sstribut{xon CegtO_



William M. Jones GOni\Vmg’d
3305 S E 93" Place 200
Ocala,F1.34480 JUN O 3

Hon. Michael K. Powell,Chairman oigutoute? :
Federal Comm. Commission

445 12" Street, SW

Washington,DC 20554

Dear Sir:

In your contemplation of the pending decision to further allow mergers in the American
media industry ,I hereby ask that you do not do so for the following reasons:

There is already too much power invested in these conglomerates to influence public
policy by presenting a singular editorial viewpoint throughout their monopoly areas .
There is not a good case presented that the economy of scale in seeking further mergers
and buyouts would allow these already too large conglomerates to be more profitable.
These conglomerates do not present fair and balanced reporting in their content but
distort every presentation and also decide what is and is not news.

I offer to you the following personal account of exactly that of which I am afraid;] live in
Ocala,Fl.,which by all reasoning is predominately a conservatively community as by
example, all county commissioners are mostly republican which represents the makeup of
the county.Our sole newspaper is the Star Banner,owned by the New York Times. The
Banners content and editorials do not reflect the local community ,but are that of a large
metropolitan city. The Times newspapers also own the Gainesville Sun in Gainesville F1.
Only forty miles away.Both newspapers are flagrantly biased.Further consolidation in the
industry would only cause an already skeptical populace to have less regard for an open
and free republic. We do not need TASS and PRAVDA in America.

Yours for consideration

oo . o)

William M. Jones



Elbert D Sexton
13621 McMains Street
Garden Grove, CA 92844-2727

May 19, 2003

The Honorable Kathleen Q. Abernathy
Commissioner, Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW

Washington, DC 20554 Conﬁ rmed

JUN 0 3 2003
Distribution Center

[ urge you not to relax the broadcast ownership rules that protect American citizens from media
monopolies.

Dear Commissioner Abernathy,

These proposed changes would lead to giant media conglomerates, which would allow them to
gain total control over radio and television news and information in cities all over America. Many
of the corporations now lobbying the FCC to relax these ownership rules already have a known
track record of attempting to keep opposing viewpoints off the air.

The American people deserve to hear more than one point of view. For the sake of our
democracy and freedom, I urge you to continue the broadcast ownership protections that for
decades have helped to ensure a healthy political debate in our country.

Yours truly,

s S

Elbert D. Sexton



Elbert D Sexton RECEVED & INSPECTED
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May 19, 2003
The Honorable Michael J. Copps
Commissioner, Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW
JUN 222003

Dear Commissioner Copps,

Distributicn Center
I urge you nof to relax the broadcast ownership rules that protect American citizens from media
monopolies.

These proposed changes would lead to giant media conglomerates, which would allow them to
gain total control over radio and television news and information in cities all over America. Many
of the corporations now lobbying the FCC to relax these ownership rules already have a known
track record of attempting to keep opposing viewpoints off the air.

The American people deserve to hear more than one point of view. For the sake of our
democracy and freedom, I urge you to continue the broadcast ownership protections that for

decades have helped to ensure a healthy political debate in our country.

Yours truly,

T B S

Elbert D. Sexton



Elbert D Sexton
13621 McMains Street
Garden Grove, CA 92844-2727
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on Center
The Honorable Kevin J. Martin

Commissioner, Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Commissioner Martin,

I urge you not to relax the broadcast ownership rules that protect American citizens from media
monopolies.

These proposed changes would lead to giant media conglomerates, which would aliow them to
gain total control over radio and television news and information in cities all over America. Many
of the corporations now lobbying the FCC to relax these ownership rules already have a known
track record of attempting to keep opposing viewpoints off the air.

The American people deserve to hear more than one point of view. For the sake of our
democracy and freedom, I urge you to continue the broadcast ownership protections that for

decades have helped to ensure a healthy political debate in our country.

Yours truly,

Elbert D. Sexton



Louise J. Belle
Post Office Box 5271

Berkeley, CA 94705
Michael K. Powell, Chairman May 18, 2003
Federal Communications Commission Confirmed
445 12th Street, NW
Washington, DC 20554 JUN 0 3 2003
Distribution Center

To Chairman Powell:
This concerns the proposed changes to the FCC’s broadcast media ownership rules.
1 am adamantly opposed to the proposed changes. We need more diversity of ownership, not less.

[ am also appalled at the fact that the changes are due to come with no information about the specific
content having been given to the public, nor to the Congressional committees with oversight
responsibility for the FCC.

Whether further ownership consolidation would “enhance market productivity” or “increase efficiency”
for the major media players is NOT a proper consideration for the FCC.

The public airwaves are just that: PUBLIC. The FCC has no right to give them away to any private
interests, no matter how much money those individuals or entities may have contributed to any particular
political candidate or cause.

If you think the proposed changes are in the public interest, then let the public know what’s really going
on, and listen to what the public has to say.

Enclosed is a copy of my written comments submitted for the record at the April 26, 2003 hearing held 1n
San Francisco by FCC Commissioner Adelstein. We need many more such hearings before any further
damage 1s done.

Sincerely,

eec G

Louise J. Belle
enclosure

cc. with enclosure: »/Fé Commissioner Kathleen Q. Abernathy
FCC Commissioner Kevin J. Martin
FCC Commissioner Michael J. Kopps
FCC Commissioner Jonathan S. Adelstein
United States Senator John Mc¢Cain
United States Senator Barbara Boxer



Public comment
FCC hearing, San Francisco
04/26/03
by: Louise J. Belle, Berkeley, CA

| want to thank the commission for holding this hearing today, especially on a Saturday.

I also want to thank KPFA for broadcasting this hearing, and for publicizing it on the air
earlier this week. '

[ am adamantly opposed to any proposal to further cut back, roll back, subvert, or
otherwise degrade the FCC’s broadcast media ownership rules.

We need more diversity of ownership, not less.

Given the general course of events over the last 2-1/2 years, I know this 1s going to sound
naive, but I’'m going to say it anyway:

This is the United States. We are supposed to be the embodiment of free and open public
access to information. All information, not pre-packaged, homogeneous, sanitized
propaganda that toes the prevailing political party line. And we are supposed to be the
embodiment of free and open, robust public debate on the important issues of the day.

I read recently that FCC Chairman Powell said we don’t need a “19th century whistlestop
tour of America” in order to hear what the public thinks about this issue. He may not

want that, but he certainly needs it. We all need it. We deserve it.

And so [ urge the commission to reject any proposal to eliminate or cut back the broadcast
imedia owitership ruies.

But don’t just take my word for it: 1 also urge the commission to extend the public
comment and decision-making period for at least one year, and to hold well-publicized,
well-advertized, thoroughly reported public hearings on this issue, in all 50 states.
Anything less would not be in the public interest.

This is too important to let things happen behind closed doors.

Thank you.



