Joel Isaacson
F417-G Spruce Street . Berkeley . Califormia 94709

;" 0.2-277

April 04, 2003 08 28 PM

FCC Charrman Michael K Powell [
445 12th Street SW S
Washington, DC 20554 ”

-\\‘E‘Lrl te

Subject Preserve Media Diverstly Keep the FCC Rulemaking an Open Process

Dear FOC Chairman Michael K Powell

Fhe Federal Communications Commission (FCC) s currently constdening sweeping changes to
hroadcast ownership rules  Repeal or signmificant modification of these rules would likely open
the door to numerous mergers that could reduce competition and diversity 1n the media

Before the media ownership rules are 1ssued in tinal form, the public must have the opportumty
1w 1eview and comment on any specific changes the Comrmission plans to make

It media ownership rules are senously weakened, one company in a town could control the most
popular newspdper, TV station, and possibly even a cable system giving it dominant imfluence
over the content and slant of focal news  Such a move would reduce the diversity of cultural and
polttical discussion in a commumty [t could also raise costs for businesses and candidates that
use local media for advertising

While the Commission 1ssued a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking on media ownership, it
proposed no actual rule  Accordingly, no public comment has been received on any specihic
changes We believe that additional mput from the public will help the Commission see the
strengths and weaknesses of anv new approach T encourage you to provide a detatled
description of all proposed changes. therr empincal basis, and a meaningful period of ime for
the public to review and comment on any proposed changes betore a final rule is tssued

The stakes for citizens and the nation are enormous  More information, not less, about proposed

changes would best serve the pubhic interest  Indeed. we hope the Commission would do
everything mats power to keep the rulemaking process as open and inclusive as possible

o N P
Sincerely N - 7&/
B T VSt

Joel Tsaacson



Thomas H. Coulson

1001 Reemes Cove Road Marshall, North Carolina  (828) 683-9354

| RECENED & Wepec,
April 15,2003 ! CTeD

P MAY 01 999
Commussioner Kevin J Martin i F
Federal Communications Commission LMEE.- w Jooo
445 12th Street, SW B :
Washington, DC 20554 NS B

miounon Lenter
Dear Mr Martin

Private citizens otten feel that their voice 1s too fant to be heard by those in government

whose decisions can impact citizens” lives in important ways That’s why it 18

comforting to know that a fellow Tarheel 1s the person to whom [ am directing concerns

In this case concern is too mild a word for me to use when | contemplate the
concentration of control over the access to information that has taken place in recent

years, concentration that would be accelerated by the adoption of the proposal to lift the

cap on television station ownership

As a citizen | see this move as a potential threat to our democratic republic, as a

consumer. | have an instinctive fear of monopoly, and as a member of Common Cause, I

have been attentive to the correlation between the huge investment in pohtics by the

broadcast industry and the positive flow of gifts to it Each of these concerns should, in

itself, be enough to oppose this change Together they should be overwhelming
Please vote to reject the Ifting ot the cap on ownership
Sincerely,

A

. A e
Thomas H Coulson </

Cc

Jhim Goodmon, CEO
Capitol Broadcasting Inc
2619 Western Blvd
Raleigh, NC 27606
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FCC Chairman Michael Powell S MAY 01 2003 ;

Apnl 22,2003

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street SW Fce.
Washington, DC 20554 —-a’-\-"i‘{:ﬂ?_,OM |

Dear Chairman Michael K Powell,

| strongly urge you to strengthen, rather than loosen, current restnictions on media
ownership Americans depend on the integnity of the media for our information and news
Consolidation of media ownership threatens the health of our democracy When the
mayority of the media (s controlled by a few companies, as 1t 1s now, 1t becomes more and
more likely that a few powerful executives will be able to influence and compromise the
mtegnty of mformation flowing from the media to the public

As a responsible citizen, [ get my news and information from a variety of sources It 15
very important for me to know that this news and information 1s coming from a wide
range of independent voices Especially important are dissenting voices that challenge
our leadership and our popularly held beliefs Dissent leads to the kind of dialogue and
debate that fuels a healthy democratic process The presence of dissent provides checks
and balances 1n the media, and 1t helps to maintain the credibility and integrity of
reporting

Unfortunately, consohdation of power in the media means that fewer voices will be
heard Loosening restrictions on media ownership will inevitably mean less competition
and independence 1n the media We cannot afford to rely on the benevolence and
objectivity of a few powerful media giants to serve us our news As you serve the public,
you should do everything in your power to protect the public’s access to independent
news and information

Respectfully,
Chuck Cheesman

T
foe . o

1410 W Daversey
Chicago, IL. 60614
773-529-8945
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From: JudiW39@aol com

To: Mike Powell

Date: Thu, May 1, 2003 8 08 AM
Subject: {no subject)

We need to go back to free press, the eyes and ears of the World, the voice of the people , instead of
propaganda and partiality toward Republicans and vice versa, We need to get the media back to the
American Way Freedom of speech with the TRUTH and nothing withheld or pushed on the back burner
or hid by some other thing so the public wont notice  Lets keep that cap on Media monopolies, lets honor
the Sherman Act which was put in effect for a good reason and 1s needed badly at this point Lets keep
America free

Judi Wright
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From: Jeff Chester

To: Jeff@democraticmedia org

Date: Thu, May 1, 2003 6 34 AM

Subject: Academic letter/release to M Powell/lownership

for release and almost 300 signatories http //www democraticmedia org/news/academicsDecryFCC html

academic contact #s on release
May 1, 2003

The Honorable Michael Powell
Federal Communications Commisston
445 12th Street SW

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Powell

The FCC will scon make a critical decision on media ownership policy that could affect the future course
of our democracy At stake, as you know, are the rules and pohcies geverning U S media ownership of
the nation's radic and television broadcasters, TV networks, and newspapers You and your cofleagues
are well aware of the important role these media outlets play in providing the public with a diverse array of
local and national information and analysis

According to reports, the Commission is developing a "diversity index” that will serve as a form of
universal measurement on media ownership Such a measure, we understand, will be used to analyze
individual media markets in order to determine whether cross-ownership limits should be eliminated,
modified, or mamtained Press reports also suggest that some of the specific rules under review may be

subject to new policies as well

We have grave doubts that any single measure can effectively analyze the complexities of the media
marketplace, in terms of its impact on journalism, citizen access to information, and competition Such
guantitative-let alone qualtative-methodological measures attempting to serve as holistic approaches are

likely to be very imprecise

As leading scholars in the field of social science and mass communications, we urge you to release to the
public any proposed such measures in advance of their enactment There must be serious scholarly and
public debate about the efficacy of any proposed new measure on media ownership Indeed, we look
forward to examining and commenting on any propesal, so that the scholarly community can hefp make
the most informed Commission decision possible on this important issue

We are sure you, as we, believe that informed debate and discourse on the analytical underpinnings of
what the FCC may propose can only further your goal of developing an approach to media policy
reguiation that 1s supported by sound scholarship
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Sincerely,

Cc

Senator McCain
Senator Hollings
Representative Tauzin
Representative Dingell

FCC Commissioners Abernathy, Adelstein, Copps, Martin

http /iwww democraticmedia org/news/academicsDecryFCC html
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From: Georgina Keefe-Feldman
To: Michael Copps

Date: Thu, May 1, 2003 8 56 AM
Subject: media deregulation

Dear FCC,

Please help retain our (the public's) airwaves Do NOT expand the number of medra outlets one company
can own As we have seen recently in Iraqg, a free media Is essential to a true democracy

Thank you

Georgina Keefe-Feldman

Beverly, MA
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From: Jentfer Duryea

To: Michael Copps

Date: Thu, May 1, 2003 11 36 AM
Subject: No More Media Deregulation

The air waves belong to the Amencan Public Do not turn them over to
mega-big business

Jentfer Duryea

16 Myrtle Square
Gloucester MA 01930
expaperlady5@yahoo com
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From: Dawvina Smith

To: Mike Powell

Date: Thu, May 1, 2003 12 22 PM

Subject: Upcoming FCC vote on media deregulation

Dear Chariman Powell,

Further consolidation of the media in the name of
"deregulation” must be halted The media companies
have failed In their public trust to provide unbiased
information about most crucial Issues, most notably
the recent coverage of the war in Iraq As an American
concerned about our democracy, | cail on you to
challenge the media conglomerates, to open the
broadcast spectrum to a diverse range of journalists
and opinions, and to reinstate the Fairness Doctrine
Please ppose media deregulation

Sincerely,
Davina Smith
505 8 Dixon
Carbondale, IL 62901
618-549-0558

Do you Yahoo!?
The New Yahoo! Search - Faster Easier Bingo
http //search yahoo com

Page 1|
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From: Bob Johnson

To: Mike Powell, Kathieen Abernathy, Michael Copps, KM KIMWEB, Commissioner
Adelstein

Date: Thu, May 1, 2003 113 PM

Subject: Cwnership rule changes

t am opposed to the proposed "ownership” rule changes that are being proposed As a former
broadcaster (16 years in the business) | was forced out because of consolidation | have seen and | am
currently seeing many of my assaicates being forced out of the business because of the same reason

Broadcasters like Clear Channel have taken over MANY small, medium and large markets and turned the
operation into "a money making maching" and have forgotten the commitment of local broadcasters to
"serve the community” Power houses like Clear Channel have one goal in mind and that is to generate
money no matter what it takes

By making additional changes to the ownership ruies {(as proposed), we are allowing major companies to
destroy the broadcast industry

Thank you,
Robert Johnson
Albany, New York

Do you Yahoo!?
The New Yahoo! Search - Faster Easier Bingo
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From: Bryce Edmonds

To: Mike Powell, KM KJMWEB, Kathleen Abernathy
Date: Thu, May 1, 2003 148 PM

Subject: Upcoming FCC vote on media deregulation

Dear Commissioners,

Further consolidation of the media in the name of "deregulation” must be halted The media companies
have failed in their public trust to provide unbiased information about most crucial Issues, most notably the
recent coverage of the war in Irag

As an American concerned about our dernccracy, | call on you to challenge the media conglomerates, to
open the broadcast spectrum to a diverse range of journalists and opinions, and to reinstate the Fairness

Doctrine Oppose media deregulation

Thank you



Sharon Jenkins - broadcast 6wne:rsh|p _ ) ' 7' o 7 Pagé 1

From: MJMartin

To: Michael Copps

Date: Thu, May 1, 2003 1 56 PM
Subject: broadcast ownership

Dear Mr Copps

| urge you not to relax the broadcast ownership rules that protect
American citizens from media monopolies

These proposed changes would pave the way for giant media
conglomerates to gain near-total control of radio and television news and
information in communities across our nation And many of the corporations
that are now lobbying the FCC to relax these ownership rules already have a
known track record Iin attempting to keep opposing viewpoints off the airr

The American people deserve to hear more than one point of view on
important 1ssues Therefore, for the sake of our democracy and our freedom,
| urge you to continue the broadcast ownership protections that, for decades,
have helped to ensure a healthy political debate 1n our country

Sincerely,

Mr Michael Martin
Westport, Massachusetts 02790-1813
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From: Stewart Kraft

To: Michael Copps

Date: Thu, May 1, 2003 2 30 PM
Subject: Broadcast ownership rules

Dear Honorable Copps,

| urge you not to relax the broadcast ownershipp rules that protect American citizens from media
menoplies

These proposed chages would pave the way for glant media conglomerates to gain near-total control of
radio and television news and information in communities across our nation And many of the
corperations that are now lobbying the FCC to relax these ownership rules already have a known track
record 1n attemphing to keep opposing viewpoints off the ar

The American people deserve to hear more than one point of viewon important issues  Therfore, for the

sake of our democracy and our freedom, | urge you to continue the broadcast ownership protections that,
for decades, have helped to ensure a healthy political debate in our country

Sincerely,

Stewart Kraft
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From: George A Ellwanger

To: KM KJMWEB

Date: Thu, May 1, 2003 2 31 PM

Subject: broadcast ownership rules

Hello,

| am writing to you to ask that you please protect Amenican citizens from illegal monopolization of the
media

Relaxing the rules of broadcast ownership would have a major negative impact on the way Americans get
their news The long-term effects of proposed changes would allow giant media conglomerates to
eventually control all radio and television news and information across our nation This scenano has a
several historical precedents, which are so recent that they should need no mention (ke irag, Communist
China, Nazi Germany, Communist Russia) where news and information was controlled my one primary
source There are lobbyists in Washington, DC now attempting to get you to relax the standards that
currently keep this from happening These lobbying corporations already have a proven track record of
attempting to keep opposing view points off the air, thus expressing only one view point as "gospel truth"
We Americans deserve to hear all sides of the 1ssues, night or wrong We are capable of making informed
dectsions, but only if properly informed Democracy and freedom depend on protection of our broadcast
ownership from monopolization

Please ensure that our American way of Wfe continues, unthreatened by the possible relaxation of these
rules, that for decades have helped ensure healthy political debate

Sincerely,

George A Eltwanger, Jr
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From: gall cauger

To: Michael Copps

Date: Thu, May 1, 2003 4 03 PM
Subject: Fw Broadcast ownership laws

----- Onginal Message ---—

From gail cauger

To mpowell@fcc gov

Sent Thursday, May 01, 2003 3 25 PM
Subject Broadcast ownership laws

Your Honor, Please do not change the laws for media monopolies

Yes, they are harsh, but we the citizens deserve to be protected

| do not believe 1t 1s fair, or in the best interest of the citizens of this great country
not be allowed to hear both sides of any 1ssue

| believe the FCC s currently being lobbied to change the current laws

Please, please, do NOT allow this to happen The American people deserve better
We deserve to hear all sides of any 1ssue, as | have stated Consumer 1ssues

as well as political iIssues are involved

Thank you for your tme Please consider and support not changing the laws
Sincerely,
Robert A Cauger

60 Pleasant Street
North Attleboro, MA 02760-1133
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From: Matthew King

To: Michael Copps

Date: Thu, May 1, 2003 4 32 PM
Subject: media monopolies

Dear Mr Copps

I urge you not to relax the broadcast ownership rules
that protect American citizens from media monopolies
These proposed changes would pave the way for giant
media conglomerates to gain near-total control of
radio and television news and information in
communities across our nation And many of the
corporations that are now lobbying the FCC to relax
these ownership rules already have a known track
record 1n attempting to keep opposing viewpoints off
the ar

The Amencan people deserve to hear more than one
point of view on iImportant 1ssues Therefore, for the
sake of our democracy and our freedom, | urge you to
continue the broadcast ownership protections that, for
decades, have helped to ensure a healthy pohtical
debate in our country

Sincerely,

Mr Jeremy King
Trninity, North Carolina 27370-840¢9

Do you Yahoo!?
The New Yahoo! Search - Faster Easier Bingo
http //search yahoo com
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From: duke620

To: Michael Copps

Date: Thu, May 1, 2003 5 39 PM
Subject: Broadcast ownership Protection

Dear Mr Copps

[ urge you NOT to relax the broadcast ownership rules that protect Amencan citizens from media
monopolies

These proposed changes would pave the way for glant media conglomerates to gain near-total control
of radio and television news and mformation in cornmunities across our nation And many of the
corporations that are now lobbying the FCC to relax these ownership rules already have a known track
record n attempting to keep opposing viewpomts off the arr

The American people deserve to hear more than one point of view on important issues Therefare, for
the sake of our democracy and our freedom, | urge you to continue the broadcast ownership protection
that, for decades, have helped to ensure a healthy political debate in our country

Sincerely,

Anthony J Volpe
Godeffroy, NY 12729-2022

IncrediManl - Email has finally evolved - Click Here
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From: HenryJBO@aol com

To: Mike Powell, Kathleen Abernathy, Michael Copps, KM KIMWEB, Commissioner
Adelstein

Date: Thu, May 1, 2003 541 PM

Subject: Broadcast Ownership Rules

| urge you not to relax the broadcast ownership rules that protect American citizens from media
monopolies

These proposed changes would pave the way for giant media conglomerates to gain near-total control
of radio and teievision news and information in communities across our nation  And many of the
corporations that are now lobbying the FCC to relax these ownership rules already have known track
record in attempting to keep opposing viewpoints off the air

The American people deserve to hear more than cne point of view on important 1ssues Therefore, for
the sake of our democracy and our freedom, | urge you to continue the broadcast ownership protections
that, for decades, have helped to ensure a healthy political debate in our country

Sincerely,

Mr Henry J Burke
Cheshire, CT 06410-4211
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From: HenryJBO@aol com

To: Mike Powell, Kathleen Abernathy, Michael Copps, KM KIMWEB, Commissioner
Adelstein

Date: Thu, May 1, 2003 541 PM

Subject: Broadcast Ownership Rules

I urge you not to relax the broadcast ownership rules that protect Amencan citizens from media
monopohes

These proposed changes would pave the way for giant media conglomerates to gain near-total control
of radio and television news and information in communities across our nation  And many of the
corporations that are now lobbying the FCC to relax these ownership rules already have known track
record in atterripting to keep opposing viewpaoints off the air

The American people deserve to hear more than one pomnt of view on important issues Therefore, for
the sake of our democracy and our freedom, | urge you to continue the broadcast ownership protections
that, for decades, have helped to ensure a healthy political debate in our country

Sincerely,

Mr Henry J Burke
Cheshire, CT 064104211



Sharon Jenkins - re proposed broadcast ownership rules 7 ) 7‘ 7_ o 7 Pa]g]e 11

From: Bert Boulay

To: Michael Copps

Date: Thu, May 1, 2003 6 10 PM

Subject: re proposed broadcast ownership rules

Dear Mr Copps

I urge you not to relax the broadcast ownership rules that protect American citizens from media
monopoles

These proposed changes would pave the way for giant media conglomerates to gain near-total control of
radio and television news and information in communities across our natien Many of the corporations that
are now lobbying the FCC to relax these rules already have a known track record in attempting to keep
opposing viewpoints off the ar

The American people deserve to hear more than one point of view on iImportant issues Therefore, for the
sake of our democracy and our freedom, | urge you to continue the broadcast ownership protections that
for decades, have helped to ensure a healthy political debate In our country

Sincerely

Bert Boulay / KA1QGM
Swansea, MA 02777-3652
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From: Jerry and Arlene

To: Michael Copps

Date: Thu, May 1, 2003 6 13 PM
Subject: Broadcast ownership rules

Subject Broadcast ownership rules
The Honorable Michael J Copps

Sir Please do not bend to the pressure the broadcast and cable companies wiil bring to bear on you to
change the broadcast ownership rules This will only tend to create a greater monopoly then currently
exist

Let me give you an example

| reside in Mountain Home Arkansas  Since | live in the Ozark Meountains broadcast TV signals cannct be
received as the nearest broadcast station tc me 1s Springfield MO A major topography and distance
problem This does not stop KYTV in Springfield from blocking my ability to receive NBC Chicago via
satelite KYTV and the local cable company, COX, alsc have the ability to prevent me from receiving
stations from St Louis via digital satelhte which | can receive Let me be specific in saying | cannot
recelve a signal from Springfield via broadcast TV nor have cable access anywhere near me This does
not stop these two companes from controling what | can order from Dish satelite | should be able to
order what | want to view and not let these two companies control what | receive

The current rules should be changed to permit me to do this
Thank you

J Montgomery
Mountain Home Arkansas
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From: MICKILEWIS@sbcglobal net

To: Kathleen Abernathy

Date: Thu, May 1, 2003 6 31 PM

Subject: Upcoming FCC vote on media deregulation

Dear Ms Abernathy,

It has come to my attention that there will soon be
a vote by the FCC to further deregulate the media
This must not happen Further consolidation of the
media will cause fewer and fewer companies to
own the stations, leaving the public with fewer
choices and more biased news coverage than
ever before

iamalU S citizen who 15 deeply concerned that
our demacratic rights are now more than ever
before in jecpardy Instead of deregulating the
media further, | call on you to challenge the media
to open the broadcast spectrum to a wide and
diverse range of journalists and opintons, and to
reinstate the farrness doctrine  The abity to think
differently with a variety of opinions and beiiefs Is
what 1s special about this country, and
dereguiation of the medma will only help to
decrease this

Thank you,

Micki Lewis

1175 Coleman Dr
Reno, NV 89503
775-787-9040
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From: Liddyeo@aol com

To: Kathleen Abernathy

Date: Thu, May 1, 2003 6 55 FM
Subject: Media communtcations

Please do not pass the proposed changes to the ownership of communications This would prove
disastrous to the Amencan public  We need information from a continuing vanety of sources in order to
be able to consider all possibilities on various subjects/events We will be watching This shouid not be
done

Barbara L Jackson
Liddyeo@aol com
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From: Liddyeo@acl com

To: Michael Copps

Date: Thu, May 1, 2003 6 57 PM
Subject: Media communications

't has come to my attention that changes to ownership rules issued by the FCC are being considered
This would be disastrous for the American public  We strongly advise that the public needs a continuing
varied source for information on any 1ssue and this could not be accomplished if all information comes
from only one ownership

Please do not pass these changes' Yours sincerely, Barbara L Jackson hddyeo@aol com
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From: wiuffman@belisouth net
To: Kathleen Abernathy

Date: Thu, May 1, 2003 7 25 PM
Subject: Broadcast ownership rules

Dear Ms Abernathy, | urge you to vote no to changing the broadacst ownership rules that are coming
up | feel these new changes will allow certain persons and conglomerates to rule the airways and not
allow for any dissent of any kind Please vote to not change the rules

I am a retired Police officer and like to listen to talk radic and watch pohtical TV | do not think that if the
rules are changed there would be very many dissenting viewpoints very long if nch people were allowed to
"hog" the airways

Thanks for any consideration given my request

Walter J Luffman
Winston Salem, NC 27127-6615
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From: wluffman@kbellsouth net
To: Michael Copps

Date: Thu, May 1, 2003 7 31 PM
Subject: Broadcast ownership rules

Dear Mr Copps,

I urge you to vote no to the new broadcast ownership rules 1 feel that if these pass then it will allow just
a very few rich and powerful to be the only ones that can get their views on the airways
Thanks for any consideraton to my request

Walter J Luffman
Winston Salem NC 27127-6615
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From: dwgn@aol com

To: Kathleen Abernathy

Date: Thu, May 1, 2003 9 19 PM
Subject: Protect Children's Television!

FCC Commissioner Kathleen Q@ Abernathy

Dear FCC Commussioner Kathleen Q Abernathy,

The FCC must consider the unique needs of children
In its upcoming rulemaking on broadcast ownership rules

Children consume almost five and a half hours of media
per day Research has shown that media, particularly
television, play a umque and powerful role in children's
development

The FCC should consider how further relaxation of media
ownership rules would impact children's programming
Deregulation may reduce competition, increase commercialism
and result in less ongmal programming for children

Before making any regulatory changes to existing media
ownership rules, the FCC must consider how children
will be affected

Sincerely,

David Kuehn
1055 Ferdon Road
Ann Arbor, Michigan 48104

cc

Senator Carl Levin
Representative John Dingell
Senator Debbie Stabenow
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From: dwgn@aol com

To: Michael Copps

Date: Thu, May 1, 2003 919 PM
Subject: Protect Children's Television!

FCC Commussioner Michael J Copps

Dear FCC Commissioner Michael J Copps,

The FCC must consider the unique needs of children
In 1ts upcorming rulemaking on broadcast ownership rules

Children consume almaost five and a half hours of media
per day Research has shown that media, particularly
television, play a unique and powerful role in children's
development

The FCC should consider how further relaxation of media
ownership rules would impact children's programming
Deregulation may reduce competition, Increase commercialism
and result in less onginal programming for children

Before making any regulatory changes to existing media
ownership rules, the FCC must consider how children
will be affected

Sincerely,

David Kuehn
1055 Ferdon Road
Ann Arbor, Michigan 48104

cc
Senator Carl Levin
Representative John Dingell
Senator Debbie Stabenow
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From: Rob Monk

To: Michael Copps

Date: Thu, May 1, 2003 9 24 PM
Subject: media diversity

As a consumer of news media, | oppose removal of
restrictions on simultaneous ownership of broadcast
and print media outlets within a single market

Preserve diversity of opmnion, subjects, and voice in
the vartous branches of the media

ALSO Please rule whenever possible in favor of
establishing workable regulations for low-cost low
power 'micro’-radio icensing If possible, subsidize
micro-radio projects

Thank you

Rob Monk
QOakland, CA
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From: M Smyser

To: Mike Powell

Date: Thu, May 1, 2003 10 42 PM

Subject: FW | oppose the proposed FCC rule changes to relax media-ownership restrictions

Dear Mr Powell,

| am writing this message to let you know that | strongly oppose the FCC
rule changes to further relax media ownership restrictions These changes
pose a great threat to our democracy by further allowing large media
corporations to buy-up a larger marketshare In fact, changes enacted in
the 1990s should be repealed Already, only a few large media glants
dominate our arways and print media to an extent never seen before

A democracy can only be healthy when It allows its many voices to be heard
and this 1s not the case m our country nght now Please stop the new
these new rule changes now' Please save our democracy!!!

Sincerely,
Michael Smyser
6716 35th Ave NW

Seattle, WA 98117
(email tcat03@foxinternet net)

CC: Kathleen Abernathy, Michael Copps. KM KIJMWEB, Commissioner Adelstain
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From: M Smyser

To: Mike Powell

Date: Thu, May 1, 2003 10 42 PM

Subject: FW 1 oppose the proposed FCC rule changes to relax media-ownership restrictions

Dear Mr Powell,

I am writing this message to let you know that | strongly oppose the FCC
rule changes to further relax media ownership restrictions These changes
pose a great threat to our democracy by further allowing large media
corporatrons to buy-up a larger marketshare In fact, changes enacted in
the 1990s should be repealed Already, only a few large media giants
domnate our airways and print media to an extent never seen before

A democracy can only he healthy when it allows its many voices to be heard
and this 1s not the case in our country nght now Please stop the new
these new rule changes now! Please save our democracy!!!

Sincerely,
Michael Smyser
6716 35th Ave NW

Seattle, WA 98117
{emall tcat03@foxinternet net)

CC: Kathleen Abernathy. Michael Copps, KM KIMWEB, Commissioner Adelstein
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From: John f larsen

To: Mike Powell

Date: Thu, May 1, 2003 11 01 PM
Subject: broadcast ownership rules

Gentlemen & Women,
| have recently been made aware of a proposal
to change the FCC Broadcast Ownership Rules that
prohibrt monopoly ownership of media sources | also
understand that among the corpeorations fighting for the
relaxing of these rules are the large media conglomerates
If these proposals are adopted, it would in effect
give the media giants greater power to keep opposing
viewpoints off the air and out of the newspapers
Independent voices not popular with the people who
run the conglomerates could and would be silenced
In a society that holds freedom of speech in the
highest regard. this would be a travesty unparalleled
You must not, can net, and | say this not as an
order but a plea, hesitate in rejecting these proposals
In their entirety
A concerned citizen
John F Larsen

CC: Kathleen Abernathy, Michael Copps, KM KJIMWEB, Commissioner Adelstein,
Tempelman@mail webjogger net
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From: archalex@msn com

To: Mike Powell, Kathleen Abernathy, Michael Copps, KM KJIMWEB, Commissioner
Adelstein

Date: Thu, May 1, 2003 11 28 PM

Subject: FCC Rules

| urge you not to relax the broadcast ownership rules that protect American citizens from media
monopolies

These proposed changes would pave the way for giant media conglomerates to gain near-tetal control
of radio and television news and information In communities across our nation Any many of the
corporations that are now lobbying the FCC to relax these ownership rules already have a known track
record In attempting to keep opposing viewpomts off the ar

The American people deserve to hear more than one point of view on important issues Therefore, far
the sake of our democracy and our freedom, | urge you to continue the broadcast ownership protections
that, for decades, have helped to ensure a healthy politrical debate in our country

Sincerely,

Mr Archie R Alexander
Winston-Salem, NC 27106-9751



