
The Support: Growing

The Consensus Plan is supported by more
than 90% of affected licensees in 800 MHz,
including:

• Association of Public Safety
Communications Officials-International
(APCO International)

• International Association of Chiefs of Police
(IACP)

• International Association of Fire Chiefs, Inc.
(IAFC)

• International Municipal Signal Association

• Major Cities Chiefs Association

• Major County Sheriff's Association

• National Public Safety Telecommunications
Council (NPSTC)

• American Association of State Highway and
Transportation Officials (AASHTO)

• City of Boston, Massachusetts

• Connecticut Department of Public Safety

• National Association of Counties

• National Association of State Foresters

• National Association of Telecommunications
Officers &Advisors

• U.S. Conference of Mayors

• Nextel Communications

• Industrial Telecommunications Association

• PCIA, The Wireless Infrastructure Assn.

Growing support:

• A petition of support signed by
more than 550 law enforcement
representatives from 46 states

• Letters of support submitted to
the FCC from more than 60 fire
chiefs in 18 states

• More than 30 communities (city
and state) and legislators have
filed letters in support, including:

o City of Sacramento, CA

o Boston Mayor Thomas
Menino

o NYS Police ..

o New York State Fire
Administrator

o Contra Costa County Fire
Protection District, CA

o CityofFt. Lauderdale, FL

o City ofProvo, UT

o City and County of Denver,
CO

o City ofTallahassee, FL

o City of Madison, WI
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The Problem: Interference

• Radio interference at 800 MHz on public
safety radios is a dangerous reality for
America's first responders

• Critical problem for first responders who
rely on communications to respond quickly
and efficiently.

• Caused by the intermingling of public
safety and commercial channels and the
incompatibility of their spectrum designs.

• Jeopardizes fire, police and other first
responders because they can be faced with
an unforeseen inability to communicate
when responding to crisis.

• A mounting problem: estimated that public
safety agencies will experience interference
at more than 350 locations this year - the
highest single-year total to date.

The Solution: The Consensus Plan

• Realigns the current jumbled licensing of
800 MHz systems into separate, contiguous
blocks for public safety and wireless
carriers.

• It's the only solution that is supported by all
the major public safety organizations.

• Completely and privately funded - would
require no outside funding from taxpayers
or public safety community.

• Provides public safety with more
communications capacity with precious
additional spectrum.

Project Consensus in the News:

• The problem of radio
interference, and in many
instances, the Consensus Plan
have been covered in a wide
variety of outlets, including:

0 The Washington Post

0 RCR Wireless

0 USA Today

0 Communications Daily

0 The Denver Post

0 Wireless Week

0 CO Homeland Security

0 Telecom Reports

0 The Police Chief

0 Mission Critical

0 Baton Rouge Advocate

0 Telephony

Project Consensus Online:

• 280,000+ Internet users have
been to the
Projectconsensus.org site in just
over 3 months

• Many have shown their support
by signing an online petition

• Distributed online Project
Consensus newsletters to
nearly 1,500 recipients

http://www.projectconsensus.org
November 2003
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Todd Ryker
PO Box 3041 8131 W. Sandy Ln., Arizona City, AZ 85223

November 27,2003 6:14 PM

Docket Number WT 02-55: I support the Consensus Plan

I support the Consensus Plan that is before the FCC. It is fully consistent with the state of
readine~s and the public trust that first responders champion every day. The adoption will
virtually eliminate the persistent and dangerous problem of the ever-increasing numbers

. of cell phones inteifering with our communications systems. Most importantly, it gives
first responders additional spectrum for clear, reliable communications and a platform to
meet their interoperability requirements. The Consensus Plan helps set the stage for .
implementing the communications networks requiredto protect the communities we
serve.

Mitigation approaches are shortsighted, short-term si;>lutions that inevitably will reduce
first responders'. effectiveness and put lives at risk. The ConsensUs PI~ solves the
economic, technical and policy problems associated with the current banding for public
safety -- and'it also makes room forfuture needs. By approving this plan, the FCC will be
acting in the best interests of our society and putting public safety first.

I have signed this petition in support of the Consensus Plan because I believe that this
issue needs to be resolved immediately and I urge the FCC to approve the Consensus- '

Plan without delay.

Sincerely,
., "

Todd Ryker
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Feaq Communications
l)fftatoflJeStcrefay~

November S, 2003

Dear Commissioner Powell:

Honorable Michael Powell
Commissioner .
Federal Communications Commission
445 Twelfth Street, SW
Washin~on.D.C.20554

I am writing to you regarding an issue ofgrowing importance to the public safety
providers and emergency "first responders" in my district It is becoming increasingly
clear that public safety organizations - fire. medical, police and other emergency groups -
have insufficient radio spectrum to meet their critical needs.

)

As you knOW. the primary problem is that public safety and commercial radio frequencies
are intermingled and adjacent to one another. This haphazard blending of
communications networks is leading to dangerous interference that risks the lives of
public safety personnel and the citizens tbeyprotect. It is the view ofpublic safety
leaders that as tim~ passes this interference problem will continue to grow.

As It is explained to me, the fundamental cause ofinterference is the close proximity of
public safety and commercial wireless operations within the 800 MHz spectrum band.
The Federal Communications Commission should consider a comprehensive approach to
rebanding that solves the problem on a national basis. Leaders in the public safety
community believe that you can achieve this goal by enacting a plan that will provide
additlonal spectrum to public safety at no cost to..the public safety organizations and local
governments that are now struggling with limited resources. With lives on the line, we
cannot afford to do anything less. .

This is a critical issue for our nation BIld I urge you to act expeditiously. In this era of
increased homeland security. the need to equip our first responders with rapid and
reliable communications must be a top priority. This interference to public safety
communications needs to be remedied without delay.

T~12rKW2003RM
T. DOOLI'ITLE

'ted States Representative
~!o of 000i~t: reo'd I
L'Sl ABCUF. -----

THIS MJoIUNll WMI'REAARED Pl.IMHED. AND MAUD AT T,t,XPAveA EMPENSE

PMlTED ON RECYClED PAI'Ul



CELLULAR A-BAND INTERFERENCE

Submitted by the

Communications Division

of the

Orange County Sheriff's Department

June 2003

Overview
The Communications Division, of the Orange County Sheriff's Department
(OCSD/Cominunications) operates and maintains a Motorola SmartZone 800 MHz radio

.. ~ system using Astro digitai and analog modulation. The·system provides communications
) to o~e hundred twenty-five law enforcement, fire, lifeguard and public works agencies for

·the County .and its thirty-four, incorporated Cities. The system. is divided into six
simulcasting cells using sixty-five 800 :MHz frequencies,both 806 and 821 MHz. The
,frequencies are distributed across twe~ty-four remote radio facilities intended to provide
"in-building" radio coverage over approximately 800 square miles.

Cellular Presence· . .
There are approximately 450 cellular facilities operating at 800 :MHz in Orange County.
These sites are almost evenly divided between NEXTEL, AT&T Wireless (A-Band) .and
Verizon Wireless (B-Band). AT&T and NEXTEL use TDMA while Verizon uses,
~DMA. There ,are at least two other non-800 :MHz providers operating Within the
County.

Cellular A-Band Interference
Handheld and mobile radio·communications on the Orange County system suffer A-band
degradation every day. Based ,on sample tests, OCSD/Communications believes that at
least one sector of all one hundred and fifty A-band facilities cause interference out to a
radial distance of 100 feet. At least twenty-five facilities cause interference beyond 100
feet and severa). facilities have been observed to cause problems beyond a quarter of a
mile.

)



The interference causes partial or complete lossofreception to the handheld or mobile
users near the cellular facility. This occurs mostly to units operating iri the 821 MHz
band but has been frequently observed in the 806 MHz band. The interference affects
both handheld (Motorola XTS 3000) and mobile (Motorola Astro Spectra) radios with the
greatest impact to the handhelds.

OCSD/Communications believes that the primary interference mechanism is
intennodulation products generated in the front-end ofthe receiver. Cellular signal levels
greater than ~20 dBm (over 20,000 uv) have been recorded at vehicle roof heights at
distance"" of 100 feet from the tower. Non-laboratory grade bench testing indicates
receiver front-end overload problems to the XTS 3000 when signals levels exceed
approximately -35 dBm.

Relative to other proViders, OCSD/Communications receives minimal cooperation from
AT&T Wireless, the local A-Band service.

Non-A-Band Interference
OCSD/CommunicatioIissuffers from similar problems caused by NEXTEL radio"
facilities. These problems impact mostly the 806 MHz frequencies. NEXTELhfts been
extremely cooperative in resolving interferep.~e.

'"Interference "from Verizon Wireless facilities is "eXtremely rare. Isolate~ Verizon sites
have been observed to cause problems when receivers are placed on the same horizontal
plane with the transmitting antennas, such as on a parking structure. Verizon facilities are
also known to compound problems when co-located with other 800 MHz providers.
OCSD/Communications has a working relationship with Verizon, but has never had to
test its interference mitigation responsiveness.
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Fire Chief
KEITH RICHTER
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Fire Protection District

Marlene H Dortch
Secretary·
Federal Communications CommiSSion
445 12Lh Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

RE Docket 02-55

Dear Ms Dortch
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Contra Costa County Fire Protection Dlstnct would like to express Its support for the
·Consem;us Plan" filed by.public safety organizations, private. wireless organizationS,
and Nextel, In the above-reference proceeding regarding Interference to Mo MHz' public
safety systems

Our Dlstnct provides fIre protection and Emergency Medical ServlcE~sfor most of Contra
Costa County, located across the Bay from San FranCISco and Just north of
Oakland/Alameda County We are surrounded by agEmciesutlhzlng800 MHz trunked
radiO systems Our County. currently utilizes a mix of Lowband, VHF, UHF, UHF T-
Band I 'and 800 MHz conventional channels It IS the County's intention to migrate to a
:700 MHztrunked system as soon as the spectrum becomes available In 2007

We are well aware of the problems our nelghbonng agencies are haVing with
rnterference to thelf 800 MHz. systems Although we are not directly Impacted by thiS
particular problem, we have followed the diSCUSSion since Its inception and listened with
empathy for the agencies that have had to deal with thiS oria dally baSIS ThiS Issue IS a.
firefighter and law enforcement safety Issue that must be addressed rapidly and .
deCIsively . .

It IS Imperative that the Commission deCides favorably for the "Concensus Plan" as It IS
the most logical, realistic solution to the Nextellnterference .problems . In addrtlon,ltls
the only solution that Will clean up the unsatisfactory channel usage plan In the 800 MHz
spectrum

The Commission should not allow thiS short window of opportUnity to pass by without
making a posItive Investment In the future of the 800 MHz band

Respectfully sUbmitted,

C~ntra Costa County Fife Protection District

} .

By I l /!/(;1"l. £cJ/;r'~
Keith B Richter, Fire ChIef
July 30, 2003

~ 2010 GEARY ROAD· PLEASANT HILL, CALIFORNIA 94523-4694. TELEPHONE (925) 930-5500 • 'FAX 930-5592

04527 DEERFIELD DRIVE • ANTioCH, CALIFORNIA 94509. TELEPHONE (925) 757.1303. FAX 754-8852o WEST COUNTY AREA· TELEPHONE (5101374-7070 .
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RECEIVED &"4NSPECTED

SEPO 82003
I

FCC-';MAILROOM

KENNETH A. STUBER,
Telecommunications
Englneet'1II

Kstuber@cllyofsacramento.cirg

CITY OF SACRAMENTO
CAUFORNIA

INFORMATION TECHNOlOGY DEPARTMENT
NElWOf{K SERVICES DIVISION

, -

904 Eleventh Street
Sacramento, CA
95814
Tel: 916-308-8511
F~:916·264-8516

August 28, .2003

Mariene H. Dortch
Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
445 1:l'i Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

RE: DOCKET 02..sS

DearMs. Dortch.

.)t - The City of Sacramentc:>'s Police, Fire and Local Govemment radio u~ers would like to express their
support for the Consensus Plan filed by public safety olganizations, private wireless .organizations,
and Nextel. in the above reference proceeding regarding Interference to 800 MHz public safety
systems -

The City of-Sacramento utilizes 2,500 subscnber Units as part of the Sacramento Regional Radio
Communications System. we are expenenClng communIcations problems due to interference from
Nextel and Cellular telephone sites.

I believe the FCC should adopt the consensus plan. as It willehminate most Inteference to critical
systems by addreSSing the root cause of the problem Funding has been established ,to implement
the consensus plan and it Will proVide additional, much needed, 800 MHz public safety channels

Respectfully submitted.

City of Sacramento

By. Kenneth A. Stuber No. of Cooies rec'd--E2-
Us1ABCDE -
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PoliceDepartment
. . .

2000StevensonBoulevard. P.O. Box5007, Fremont, CA94537'·5007
510790·6800 ph Iwww.fremontpohce.otg

August 25, 2003

Mariene H. Dortch, Secretary
Federal Commumcations Commission
44512th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

RECEIVED &-If\ ECTED

SEP 11 2003

FCC • MAILROO~IIJ

RE. Docket 02.,.55

Dear Ms, Dortch:

I would like to express my support for the "Consensus Plan" fil~ by public safety
organIZations, pnvate wireless·orgamzations, and Nextel. in the above-referenced
proceeding regardinginterfere'1ce to 800 MHz public safety systems.

.The Fremont Police Department uses an 800 MHz public safety radio system. While
we have not experienced any cellular Interference to date~ we realize that we could at

. any point in the future unless, preventative measures· are taken.

I beheve the Federal Communications Commission should adopt the Consensus
Plan because It will eliminate most interference to entlcal pUblie safety systems. It
addresses the root cause ofInterference by realigning licenSing ofBOO MHz systems
mto separate blocks of spectrum· forpubhc safety and Wireless carriers. Most
importantly,. the. Consensus Plan provides additional 800. MHz band channels for
.public safety and funding for implementatIon of the plan. .
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CITY AND COUNTY OF SAN FRANCISCO

(....~f\~\ ..l1'e(, SAN FRANCISCO RRE DEPARTMENT

1.003
Mano H TreVino, ChiefO.~~l

. CEtn'te'
Raymond R 8aIZannll~W~OperatJOIls

Joseph C Asaro, Deputy Chief of Administration

698 Second Street

San FranCISCO, CA 94107

(415) 558-34QO

November 4, 2003

Marlene Dortch, Secretary
Federal Communications CommiSSIOn
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, D,C 20554

Dear Madame Secretary,

,11I:C~
J

f NOV 1 92003
. t=CC M I

'-~.'

)

As achief for the San Francisco Fire Department and 31-year veteran of the fire service, I know
how Important it IS for firefighters and other public safety personnel to have access to clear and"
reliable commUnications tools Unfortunately, interference in the 800 MHz spectrum continues to
threaten this access

Without clear and rehable communications firefighters simply cannot do their job as well as they
should be able to, creating unnecessary public safety risks.

I have been Informed that a number of potential fixes have been presented to the FCC to address
the Interference problem. However. It seems that only the Consensus Plan for realigning the 800
MHz spectrum is truly aiming to eradicate interference. rather than just fix it on a case-by-case
basis when It happens to occur It is thiS proactive approach that has led me to Join my colleagues
from the International ASSOCiation of Fire Chiefs in supporting the Plan

Please Join me and hundreds of pUblic safety organizations across the country In voicing your
support to the FCC and speaking out on behalf of the Consensus Plan

Mano H Trevino
Chief of Department

cc International Association of Fire Chiefs

ttECVJO &INSPECTED

NOV 2 5 zan
fCC-GBG ItWUUlQII
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SHULMAN .
ROGERS
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PORDY&
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September 17, 2002

BY ELECTRONIC FILING

Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
44STwelfth Street, S.W.
Was~gton, D.C. 20554

Re: WT Docket No. 02-55
Ex Parte Presentation

Dear Ms. Dortch:

bn September 15, 2003, Steve Browne, Deputy Manager of Safety for Technology and
Operations for. the City and County. of Denver, Colorado, Jay Jacobsmeyer of Pericle
Communications Compan.y (a consultant to Denver), George Weimer of Trott Communications
Group, Inc. (a consultant to the Industrial Telecommunications AssoCiation) and the below-signed
counsel to Denver, met with Michael Wilheln1,'John Muleta, Cathetine Seidel, D'Wana Terry,
Shelly Blakeney andRoberto Mussenden ofthe Wireless Telecommunications Bureau. During the
meeting, representativesfrom Denver and ITA discussedDenver's 800 MHz interference problems,
Denver's efforts to mitigate the interference, and Denver's support ofthe 800 MHz Consensus Plan.

. Pursuant to Section 1.1206(b)(2) ofthe Commission's Rules, 47 C.F.R. §1.1206(b)(2),this
. letter is being providedto you for inclusion in the public record ofthe above-referencedproceeding.

Sincerely,

Alan S. Tilles
Counsel to the City and County ofDenver

11921 Rockville Pike, Third Floor, Rockville, Marylan<;l20852-2743 • (301) 230-5200 • Fax (301) 230-2891
Washington Office: (202) 872-0400·· Virginia Office: (703) 684-5200 • Greenbelt Office: (301) 699-9883

B-mai1: lawfirm@srgpe.com· Internet: www.srgpe.com· TDD (301) 230-6570
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CONNECTICUT
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C E N T R A: L ... .. ,

. eONNBCncvr STATE UNIVIRSITY .

. . 18~5 Slanley ~at P.O. Sal ~'O NIWBn.aln,CT 0ll060. 4Q;O wWw.c::eeu;Miu.. .
" . ..

JllJcn.rd L Judd, PrMI_nt Tel: (81lO)B32-aOOO· Fax: (8iio)832~

september 25, 2003

MS. Marlene H.Dortch,S~
Federal CoaunuuieaaoDS Commission
MS '12th Street, S.W..
·W~D.C. 20554,

RE: wr·Docket No~ 02-55

. Dear ·Ms. Dortch:

"

.~.

I write.to call your attentiontolUJ important issue tbatsignific:ant1y affects Connrr.ticut and
our natiOJl reg;lrdU1g the issue ofpublic safety~o~cc.Public safety agencies utilize
dedicated channels on the 800 MHz spectrum..Commercial wireless operations are located on
a4i~bandS~ The incompatibi!ityofthcse twa diffc::rcn! fuDctions md the significant,problems
that occur due: to intafcrcncen~ immedi. resolution. Public.safcty cOmDwnicitiOl1S, . -
especially in these tUnes.· cannot be compromised or be .subject~ int=fen::nei:. . .

I speak with some expcrienccin this matter. I cliiiJcd the Emergency Operations ,
. Command in New .Btjtainwh= it changed its public safi:;ty communicatiOft system to an 800 MHz

trunked system. New BritaiQ was the: firSt public safety~on to do so in Connecticut, long·
before ethel' public safety agencies did 80. I also serve as Cbairinan ofthe COIUlClCticut Depanment
ofPllblicSa:fcty"s Citizens Advisory Committee 80d as a member of1hcl Connecticut Commisaion
·00 Police Dep~cDt A~ditation. In all these bodiClS~ the mtegrity and operation ofpublie safety
conununicati.DDS is a tt1attl=r ofcoiitin~ revitw and·discusaian.

. The Fedefa.l Communication CODUJIissioil has a plai1. currcatly under COasideratioD t:ba
addresses the clln'tmt quagmire of800~ systems Iiceming. TheC~Plan wQl '9irtually
elimjmate the intcifercnce, provide ~oDal bandwidth spectrum fa( public safety pt'QViders mel
0& a I'latform for·futurc developJDllllt . . . . .. ...

I urge your support ofth~ ConniuJu'Plan solution that is so importaDt·to solving a vexing
and dangerous problem in public safety communicatiOllS. ..

SincI:relY•

.~~
Chairman, CT Depanment ofPUblic Safety.
Citizl:ns AdviaoryBoanl .

cp
be:

I

Mr. John Doyle I
Hr. Art:hur Spada



Fax: (BeO)S32-3ll33Tisl: (81101832-3000RIc:tlard L J",dd, "-III.,.

C E N T RA L
COmmCI1CUT STATE UNlVERSm

1615 S1Bnl1lY Slraet P.e. Ball ~10 New Britain,CT 080S(]. 4010 WWW.ccau.1cIu

ScptC!Dber 25, 2003

Senator Christopher J. Dodd.
SR-448 Russell Buildins
United States Senate

'WISbingtoft, D.C~ 20510Of,, .
DearS~:

I write to call your attention to an importmt issue that significantly.affects Connecticut and' .
.our nation regarding the'issue ofpublic sa.fi:ty radio interfi:rcace. Public safety agencies Utilize
dedicared channels CD the 800 MHz spectrum. COlDIDCl'Cial win:less aperitiona lII'C located an .
adjacent bands. The incompatibility of these two different flmctiona and the significant problems
that OCC1D" due to interference ncedsimmediate l'Csolution. Public safety communicatiOn&,

especially in these times; cannot be compromised or be ~bjCctto interii:r=ce.

I speak with some exPerience in this~. I chaired the~cyOperationS
Command in New Britain when it changed its public safaty communication system~ an sao Mlh
trimkcd system. New Britain was the:-first .pubJic safety operatiOn to do &0 in Coanecticut,.l0ria
before other public safety agencies did so. I wOserYe as CbairnwL ofthe Connecticut Department
ofPublic Safety's Citizens Advisory Committee and am & member of tho Connecticut Commission
on Police pepartinent Accteditation. In all these bodies, the integrity and operation .of public safety.
~ommunicationsisa matter of continual review and discussion.

. .. "

The F.ederal Communication Commission has a plm~tJyunder con:sideratjonthat
addresses the cum:nt quagntire of 800 MHz systcrnsliceasing. The COlUeftohU Plan will virtually
eliInipab: tho intelfcrence:. provide -.dditionaJ bandwidth· spectrum for public safety providet:s arid
offer a platfonp,for fbtlite development.

I urge your support ofthe Coruen.su.s Pion solution that is SO importJurt to solving a vexing
and dange.rou. prob1eJn in public safety commUDicatiODl. .

Sincert=lly.

,f;;t;L.11Idd

President
Chainnan. CT DepartmentofPublic Safety
CitizemJ Advisory Board

cp
be: Mr. J'ohu Doyle \I'

)oIr. Arthur Spada



1616 StIInJIIy Street P.O. Bci:-4010 ·N"" Britain. CT 06050·4010 iIww.a:.su;8dU

CENTRAL
COl'lNEc;T1curSTATS UNIVBRSrrY

Fax: (880)832-3033Tel: (SOOlS32-3000Rlctlanf L JUdd. Pruldenl·

)

September 25, 2003

R~ta:tive Nancy L. Johnson
2113 Raybum House Office Building
WlL9bingtojf~ 20S1S~70S

DearR.cp~hnson:
I write to call your Bttention to an important issue thatsignificantly affects ConnecticUt and

. our nation regarding the issuc'ofpublic sa.fetyradio interference. Public safety agencies Utilize
dedicated clwulclsOD.the 800 MHzspcctrum.Commerciaiwiicless OpCratirina atelciCatCd OIl

.adjacent bands. The incompatibility ofthesc: two different functions and the significantproblcms
that occw: due to interference needs irnmed.ia.te resolution. Public safety communications.,
espc·cia11y in these times. cannot be compromised or be subject to intcrfcrcnci:l. .

I sp~JVith some .experience·~this matter. -I chaired·the Bmcrgcncy Operatiaris
Cornlll8lld in New Britain when it ~angcd its public safetycoinmuniC:ation system. to an 800 MHz.
t:runked system. New Britain ivas the first public safe:ty operation to do so in cOnnecticut, 1011I.
beferc other public safetyagencics did so. I also serve as Chairman ofdie CaDDCCticutDepartzDcnt
ofFublic Safety's CitizCDs Advisory Committee and am a member oftbc Connecticut CommissiOll
on Police D8p8rtment Accreditation. In ali thes~ bodies, the integrity .and operation ofpublic iafety .
coinmunications is.& inatter ofcontinual review and discussion.

The Fcdt1raJ.· Communication·Co.mmission has a pian c:urrcntly Wlder considcratioiltMt
addresscii the currentquagmirc of8~MHz systems licensing. The Corumsus Plan will virtually
eliminate the interference, pn;lvide addit:ional bandWidtbspcctnun for public SIifety providers and
offer a platform for future development. .

. I urge your support ofthCl ConselmJi Plan solution that is so important.to somnga vexing
and dangerous problem in pUblic S8:fcty communicatiODS.

S~Y.

gl.Judd
President .
Chairman, CT Department of PublicSafcty
Citizens Advisory B<;>ard

. I

bl!l Mr. John Doyle"
Mr. Arthur Spada

Cellna1 CODDecth:ut State Unl"erllty. on' lit tOIll' 1I1U~.nhlu Ilf ch~ COJlllectlcu[ Suu Ollber.lty Syu...



1815 Stanley SInIet P.O.8alc4010 New Srilaln. CT 06060·4010 WWW.ccau.eau
- .

CENTRAL
CONNEcnetrr STATE UNIVSRSrrt'

Fax: (880)832-3033Tel: (880)832·3000

Scptembcr2S.2003

~tatWe John B. LaI30n
100S Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20S1S:.o701

Dcar~~n:.
I ' • _

I write to callyour attention to an importSnti.ssue that sipificant1y affeCis Connecticut and
our nation Rlgarding the issue of puhlic safety radio int.crfQ'cnce. Public safety agencies utilize
dedicated ch80nela onthi: .800 MHZ. spectrum. Commcrcialwireless operationa are located _OD .

adjacent bands. The incompatJbility ofthcsc lWodiffen:nt functions and the significant problems
that oeCuT due to mterference needs immediate rosolutioD. Public safety communications,
especially in these tisMs, cannot be-Compromised or be subject to interference. .

I

[speak with some experience in this matter: I chaired the Emergency Operations
Command in New Britain whc:n it changed its public safety communication -5)'!Itcm to an 800 MHz
trunked system. New Britain was the first public safctyopcRtiOD to de SO in Connedicut, long
before other public safety agenCies did so. I a.1&oserve as qwrmm ofthc ConDecticut Department
ofPublic Safety's Citizens Advisory Committee and am a member of the CoDMCtieut Commission

. on Police Dcpartmcirt Accreditation. In all these bodies, the integrity ~d operation ofpublic safety .
communications is a matter ofcontinual review and discussion.

The Federal Communication Commission has aplan cumntly UDder consideration that·
a.ddrcssesthe current quagmire of800 MHz.systems licensing. The ComeMUof Plan will virtually
eliminate the interference. provide additional bandwidth spectrum fal' public safety ·providers and

. offer a platform fOr~ development.

I Urge yoUr support ofthe COMOISU8 Plizn solution that is so important to solving a vexing
and dange,t:ous prob1cnl in public safety cDDUnUDications.

tr'
Richard L. Judd
President
_Chairman, CT DeparbDent ofPublic Sa&ty
Citizens Advisory Board

CP,--
bci:Hr. John Doyle -I

Hr. Artbur Spada

..)
C.nlral CltDnecUcuE SIan Val''-n.lty. itn. of lour IIl1lYlnltJu or Ihl Connedlclll Slau. Ual".ratty S1.nm



E-mail: JUCld 0 ee.u.1du

September 25, 2003

Senator Joseph I. Lieberman
706 Hart Senate: Offico Building

Woshin~ 20S1S~703

Dear Senate . e~:

. I write to call your attention to an imporomt issue that signfficantly,a:ffects ConnecticUt and
our nation n:8arding'thc issue of public safetYr3dici~.Public safety agCucies Utilize ' .
dedicated channclson the 800 MHz specttum.~ Commercia! wirCless opcranons aralocated 011

adjacent bands. The incompaabilityofthcse two diffi:n:nt 'fimctioDs and the signi~problc:ms
tJud: occur due to interference needs immediate resobition. Public: safety cOlllDiunications,
especially in·these times, c:anJ1ot be compromised or be subje¢ to interference.

I sp~'with some experlCll;ce in this matter. I Chaired the Emergency .Operatitms· .
Command in New Britain wben"it changed its public safety cOmmunication system to an &00 MHz
t:rup.lced system. New Britain w~ the first public safc1y'operation to do so in ConnecticUt, .lons .
bef'orc other public safety-agcncics did so. I also serve as Chairman ofthe Connectic~DepiutDient

. ofPublic·Safety's Citizens Advisory Committee and.am a member of the ConnecticUt Com.mission
on PoliCe DepartmentAc~n. In all these bodies, the integrity and operation ofpublic safety
communications is a matt=' ofcontinual reView md disCUS8ion;

The FedCralCommunieation Commission has a plan currently under consideration 1:bat
addresses the cun:ent quagmire of800'MHz systems licensing. ThcConsennuPlan will Virtually.
eliminate thC interference. provide additional bandwidth spectrum fer public safety providers and
'o~ a platform fur .fUtutc dcvelQpmc:ut.. '

I urge your support ofthc Conse1U1U Plan solution that is so important to solving a "cxing
and dangerous problem in public safety comm\Ulieations. .

Smccrc1y.

~L.~
President
Chairman, CT Department ofPublic Safety
Citizens Advisory Board

Ci'
be:: Mr. ,Jo'hu Doyle./

Hr. Axthur Spads,

Central ConnectIcut Sutl Unl".'lit:,J.· on. or to.. , ~nl"ers'tlel of t':le Conhlctlcllt Stan Unlyu.lty S)'l\em



~ovember24,2003

Chaitrnan Michael Powell
Federal Communications Commission
445 Twelfth Stree~, ~.w.

Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: Docket 02-55

Dear Chairman Powell:

I would like to bring to·your attention an important issue thatprofoundly impacts our coUIitry; .
The issue,is public safety radio interference·:.- a problem in desperate need of a solution. Public
safety· communications systems and commercial wireless operations are located on adjacent
and intenningled channels in the 800 MHz spectIum. band.· The problem: technologies used
by public safety and conunercial wireless are incompatible with one another as neighbors. The
result: dangerous interference, which causes garbled communications ~d prevents public
safety officials from doing their jobs.

The Consensus Plan, currently under consideration at the Federal Communications
.commission, would realign the current jumbled licensing of 800 MHz systems into separate
blocks of spectrum for public safety and cellular wireless carriers. By implementing this plan,
public safetY iilterference will be virtually elim4Iated.. Also, public safety will receive
additional spectrum for future cornri::tunications needs. Perhaps equally important,the
Consensus Plan will be implemented at no cost to the Arnerican taxpayer. '

The .consensus Plan is the only proactive and comprehensive solution to the dangerous
problem of public safety interference. Please support the public safety community and
implement the Consensus Plan without delay~,

Thank you in advance for your consideration.
Sincerely,

. James A. Walters
Chief ofPolice

cc: Commissioners Abernathy, Adelstein, Copps
and Martin
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Richard Trincia
P.O.Box 501602 Main Street, Odessa, DE 19730-0501

November 20,2003 1:26 PM

Docket Number WT 02-55: I support the Consensus Plan

Dear Petition Manager:

I support the Consensus Plan that is before the·FCC. It is fully consistent with the state of
readiness and the public trust that first responders champion every day. The adoption will
virtually eliminate the persistent and dangerous problem of the ever-increasing numbers
of cell phones interfering with our communications systems. Most importantly, it gives
first responders additional spectrum for clear, reliable communications and a platform to
meet their interoperability requirements. The ConsensuS Plan helps set the stage for
implementing the communications networks required to protect the communities we
serve.

Mitigation approaches are shortsighted, short-term solutions that inevitably will reduce
first responders' effectiveness and put lives at risk. The Consensus Plan solves the
economic, technical and policy problems associated with the current banding for public
safety -- and it also makes room for future needs. By approving this plan, the FCC will be
acting in the best interests of our society and putting public safety first.

I have signed this petition in support of the Consensus Plan because I believe that this
issue needs to be resolved immediately and I urge the FCC to approve the Consensus
Plan without delay.

Sincerely,

Richard Trincia
P.O.Box 501
602 Main Street
Odessa, DE 19730-0501
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SENATOR ALEX DIAZ de la PORTILLA
·.President Pro Tempore

36th District

November 13,2003

VIA ELECTRONIC FILING

THE FLORIDA SENATE
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1100

COMMllTEES: ,
Regulated Industries,

Chair. .
~pl'Opriatlons .' . .
Ajlproprlatlons • Subcommittee on Education
Banking and Insurance .
HeaIIh, Aging, and Long-TarmCare
Judlclary
Rules and Calandar

,. ')'.""

.Marlene If. Dortch, Secretary
Federal Communications Commission

. 445 12th Street, SW,
•Washington, DC 20554

Re: Support for Consensus Plan for 800 MHz Realignment
ExParte, WTDocket-No. 02-55

I

·Deat Ms. Dortch:

I am writing to express my support of the Consensus Plan before the Federal CommlDlications
Commission and also'express my concerns with·the current sit'\lation. First responders are
increasingly at risk due to interference from cellular phones. The onslaught ofcellular phone
Usage has created a severe probleni here in Florida, and across the nation., As usage increases,
the risk of garbled or blockedpolice, fire and other.public safety cOmniunications also increases.

· First responders"-urgently need more 800 MHz spectrum to have "interoperable" communicati.ons
.among police a,nd firefighters and among neighboring jUrisdictions. .

Currently, there e¥sts a solution.' The FCC has before it a "Consensus Plan" that would address
int~erence problems~· The Plan provides a comprehensive solution that not only addresses the
interference problems; but allocates additional spectrum for public safety needs, provides private
funding to compensate licensee that may need to relocate.to new channels, and ensures that an
affected licensees receive equivalent replacement spectrum.

In short, this plan is a thorough and effective solution that would prevent disastrous
consequences should no action be taken or other plans adopted For example, the UTC/cellular

."plan" sUggests a case-by-case.approach, which could potentially jeopardize the live,S of
emergency personnel and the citizens they serve. Public policy should be proactive, and the
Consensus Plan uses that.approach.

REPLv'rO:. . .'
CJ 1555 S.W. 8th Street, Miami, Florida 33144-4132 (305) 643-7200
CJ 404 Senate Office BUilding; 404 South Monroe Street, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1100 (850) 487·5109

Senate's Website: www,t1senete.gov

JAMES E. "JIM" KING, JR.
President

ALEX DIAZ DE LA PORTILLA
President Pro·Tempore



November.13, 2003
Pjige 2

Thank you for your attention to this very important matter. I respectfully request that the FCC
adopt in fun the terms.of the Consensus Plan and resolve the issues facing our public safety
community in. ali expeditious maimer. .

RegardS, .

Alex Diaz de 18 Portilla
.Presi~ntPro Tempore ~Florida Senate
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ChIef Paul Rumbley, President
Chief Marshal Gage, Ad-Hoc Committee Chair
Ret., ChiefHarlen R,; McEwen
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TaUah_ Headqual't¢tli' 924 North C",dsdtfl.5lreel,Tal~; FL 31303 • Mailing Addrus, 1',0. 80>< 14lJ38. tall.halisee. FL3i317403S
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cc:

RE: Support for the 800 MHz "Consensus Plan" to eliminate interference by First Responders. .

near Chairman Powell:

,November t 8, 2003

The Honorable Michael K. Powell
Chainnan, Federal Communications Commission
445 12111 Street, SW, Room 8-B201
Washington, DC 20554

The Florida· Police Chiefs Association isexu-emely concerned about theever.increasing interferem:e
experienced in the 800 MHz band of the radio.spectrum used by public safety's ftrSt responders from
wireless conununications systems. This is a problem that we have experienced not only within the
State ofFlorida but also in more than halfof the other states. Moreover. we are aware that it bas beCq
esthnated that public safety agencies will experience interrerenceat more than 350 locations this year
- the highest single-year total to. date. This· increase in the intermption of mission critical·
communications during OUT. responses to emergencies is alarming.

The florida Police Chiefs Association supports the 800 MHz "Consensus Plan'" proposal as we feel
. that it is a comprehensive and fully fund~solution which will res<)lve a critical problem:affecting our
ability to render emergency services in the most effective and efficicntmanner. We believe that the
propoSal for the realignment of the spectrum is the besfsolution to the current situation and are aware
that it has received wide support by all of the major public safety organizatiOns . .

Unfortunately, absent your intervention, the risks assoc:iated with this problem will continue to grow.
Needless to say.. this is an issue of utmost concern for the public sa,fety community and the PUblic we
serve. Therefore, .we strongly urge you to consider realignment of the 800 MIh spectrum and full
implementation of the 800 MHz ''Consensus Plan." We thar1k you in advance for your consideration
of this matter•

i~·. Harold M. RobbIns ~'
Executive Director
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State of Florida
DEPARTMENT OF

. ffiGHWAY SAFETY AND MarQR'VEffiCLES
TALLAHASSEE, FLORiDA 32399-0500

. FRED 0. PlCl<:INSON
Executive Dircdor '

~ove!nber24,2003

Mr. Michael K. P·owell
Chairn'laIl

· Federal Communications Commission
Room 8-B201 -
445 12th Street, SW

· Washington, DC 20554

Re: WT Docket Number 02w 55 (800 Megahertz 'lConsens1.'LS Plan")

......
Deat Chainrian PoweU:

The Florida Highway Patrol is concerned about the increasing intetference experienced
in the,800 Ivf.HZ band of the radio specttum U!:led.by public safety from commercial wireless
communications systems·.. The communications .system utilized to support all state la.w
enforCement officers in Florida bas alteady suffered interference as noted in. the comments
filed to the board on May 6, 2002, by the State ofFlorida, State Technology Office.

lnterrerence 'With public safety communic~tions systems is on· ·rl.Se throughout the
country as commercial wireless systems grdw. The added channel traffic and proliferation of
cell sites in the 800 MHz,band greatly increases the potential for interference with public safety
cOIPlDUDiqations. Interruption of mission critical cominunications due' to interference

. . jeopardiZes the safety of our public safety personnel and the citi2;ens and Visit0rs of the state of
Florida.

The Florida Highway Pat:r()l supports the 800 MHz "Consensus Plan" as we' feel that 'it
is the best solution to resolve the current sitUation, while' simultaneously providing mucii~
needed addition~ spectrUm to the public safety ~ommunity. '

We appreciate your interest in addressing this pX9blem and request you and your feliow
· commissioners to act e?,peditiously ,to realign the 800 MHz spectrUm peF the ~'Consensus Plan"
with the best interests of our public safety community in mind. We urge the Coinmission· to
culminate these _proceedings so that any financial impact to public safety agencies is
minimized; ifnot avoided altogether.

),J
\~. .

DlVlSlONS/liLORIDA HIGHWAY PATROL a DJUVER LlCENSES. M010R VEHICLES· ADMiNXST:RATIVE SER~lICES
2900 Apalachc:c Pllrkway, Neil KiJ:okman B\liJding,' 'J'aIlBhliL~. Florida. 32399.0500

http://www.hsmv...State.fl.us
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:Mi'. Michael J. Powell
Page 2
November 24, 2003

Thank you for your consideration. ofthis matter. Ifwe can provide additional
information regarding this issue, please contact us at (850) 488-4885.

Colonel Christopher A. Knight
birector·
Florida Highway Patrol

CAK.:sw
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~taR Favors
City Manager '

, :

_MarleneH. Dortch, S,ecretary
"

, Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Stre.ef:, SW
WashirigtoD;, nC20S54 '

Dear Ms: Dortch:
, ,I

The City of.T~seewould like to eXpress its support ensus Plan" filed by pub~ic '
safetrorSaniutions and private wireless organizat;ions. ,, ' ' ,

rn 1997, the City ofTallahassee purchased-an ,VQ,iCe and dal system. To 'date, we have
exp~ri~ 'only limited interference :from roViders. Howevid~ to thein~g need
for bandwidth and the constant exparision 'systems, we will st assuredly start seeing an I

increased rate ofinterference in the

The prim,ary' concern of the City of. witb the Consensus Plan
be .financially responsible for mo -em to other band

,the cellwar provjders are creating this prob enl~ we' CIOnot believe it is
,governments to use taxpayers' doUars to move to another bandwidth or
able to fund such a major change and require funding in this regar(/.:

.. ,We believe the "ConsenSus Plan'" ,offers ,a long-teim. solution to a very

. 'eliminate most interference ,and address the' roo~ cause of the problem. '
available bandwidth for public safety.and ~dress~ tlle constantly growingn

'. ).• ,

fi "

'"'.,
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" ,

cc:Thomas R. Coe, Assistant CityManager
chiefWalt McNeil, Ta~sel3 Police pepartment .
David ReId, Ditectort Management and Administration
Don Del.oach, Chieflnfonriation Systems Services Officer
DinahH~ 'Intergovernmental Relations Officer

S• .4.d8ms S.. ',I JOtfl~ R, MARKS, III
aUPCCl. FL 3230l-17:H Mayor '

-- ...\' .....-. '1'\1 'C'""t)'DCi. I
}.LLANJ. 'KAtz

,

' Mayo~ Pro tern

TAtdES 1t BNCiUSH

ANDUW 0, GILUIM
ComblisiriQner '

GARY HBltNIlON
1", ....~..."l1rCl'-C1c:rk

D~BtE LtGliTSJi"lICommisllouCl'

SAM M, MoCALL
City Auditor ,

MARK Mt1STlAN
ComDUSSlonu
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TO: Julie ROchEaster
General Counsel, CTIA

Ii}.

CC: Kevin Martin, Commissioner FCC
Sam Feder Legal Advisor, FCC.
Marlene Dortch, Secretary, FCC
Diane Cornell, VP Regulatory Affairs, CTIA

It has been brought to my attent~on that on July 11, 2003 the CTIA filed an Ex
Parte presentation to Sam Feder of t~e FCC commenting on· the 800 MHz Balanced
Plan and .Consensus Plan.. In that document yourorganizatin represente:d the City
o~ Fort Lauderdale as being against the Consensus Plan•.You used the Title
II PUB-LIC .SAFETY. LICENSEES WHO HAVE . EXPRESSED RESERVATIONS ABOUT THE ."CONSENSUS
PLAN". In·the'document tthere is a 'quote from The City of Fort Lauderdale· which
was ostensibly made about the Consensus Plan.· This quote is aptually taken from.
the City's original response to the FCC's original NPRM ~d the original Nextel
White··P·aper. These comments were submitted on May 3, .2002 :before the Consens~s

document \\Tas drafted and l?ublished.· The fact.that You·attribute t:Q.e comments to.
the Consensus Plan is in itself erroneous. Further, you cite May 3 as the date
of the commeJ:?ts yet you failed to include the year. Any reasonable·person would
attribute the comment to this year when,·i~ actuality it is over a year old.
That creates further suspicion on my part as to what the inte:tl,t of using the.
citation was. . .. .
When the original FCC NPRMwas published Fort Lauderdale said it was inadequate.. ·
When the initial Consensus Report. was issued Fort Lauderdale commented, .in·
September 2002, that it .too, was not detailed enough to support .. Subsequently.
the Consensus Group has demonstrated what appears to be a complete and workable
solution for both the short and long term and the City does, indeed".stipport· the
Cons'ensus Plan: ..
It would be appreciated' if you would correct, on the record,yourcommentsto
the FCC regarding Fort Lauderdale.

, .

Mark ·D.Pallans
Telecommunications Manager
City of Fort Lauderdale
(954) 828 -5790



FLORIDA POLICE· B·ENEVOLENT
ASSOCIATION,. ·IN~~

.The Voice ofFloridasLaw Enforcement Officers

November 25; 2003 .

Chairman Michael Powell '.
Federal Communications Commission
445 Twelfth Street, N.W.
Washi.ngton, D.C. 20554

Docket: 02-55 .

DearChairman Powell,

I would lik~ to bring to your attention an important issue that profoundly impacts our
country. The issueispublic·safety radio interference -aprobhi!m in desperate need of a solutiof1.
.Public . s~fety communications systems and commercial wireless·· operations are located on
adjacent and intermingled channels in the 800 MHz spectrum band~ The problem:.· the
technologies used by· public safety and commercial wireless are incompatible with one another as
neighbors'. . The· result: dangerous interference, which. causes·· garbled communications and
prevents public safety officials from doing their jo,bs.

The Consensus Plan,· currently under· consideration at the FederalCbrnmu~ications
Commission, would realign the current jumbled licensing of 800 MHz systems into separate
blocks of. spectrum for publicsafety'and .cellular wireless carriers. By implementing this plan,
public safety interference will be virtually eliminated. Also, public safety will receive additional
spectrum for futl,Jre communications needs.. Perhaps equally important; the Consensus Plan will

. be implemented at no cost to the American taxpayer. .

The Consensus Plan is the only proactive and comprehensive solution to the dangerous
.problem of public safety .interference.· Pleas·e support the publ icsafety community ·and implement
the Consensus Plan without delay. .

Thank you in advance for your consideration.

Best regards,

a' ...·IAt~ ..~
David Murrell .
Executive Director

cc:
Commissioner Abernathy

. Commissioner Adelstein
Commissioner Copps
Commissioner Martin

..' . . . . .

300 E. BrevardSt., Tallahassee, FL· 32301-1218· www.flpba.org· 850.222.3329· Toil Free: L800.733.3722· Fax: 850.561.0192
.....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................: : ,: .
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Orange County., Fire 'Rescue Department,

Bany H. Luke, Deputy Chief
Fire Communications Division
6590 Amory, Court, P;0. Box 5879, Wiriter Park. FL 32793-5879
(407) 836-9119 Administrativ~ Offices,
(407) 836-9046 FAX
'R_.....A.l· },A.....7 hil....fi7ln,.f1 n ..t

":)~'

Marlene H. Dortch
Secretary. ,

, Federal Communications Commission
44S 12111 S~t, SW, "
Washington, DC 20554

RE: ])ocket 02-55

Dear Ms. Dortch:

Orange Gounty.Fire Rescue DCIlartment would like to express its support for the "ConSemus ,Plan" filed by public.
s8.fety organizati~, private wireless organizations, a:ild Nextel, in the above-reference Proceeding regarding
interference to 800 MHz public Safety syStems. " '

I '
, , '

oIange CoUnty Fire Rescue provides life saving emergency care to the residents ofthe unincoIporated'Orlando
,metropOlitan area. More than a million persons rely on our agency for emergency medical, fire suppression,
~ous materials mitigation, and technical rescue support: More thaD. 1,000 firefighters ,and emergency personnel
rely on our 800 MHzradio system for supportan.d coordination. '

Orange County Fire Rescue relies on this radio network to provide,us with instant access to other emergency
responders and our dispatchers. Unfortunately, our agency eXperiences problems each day with our public safety
radio syStem. Many ofour problems are linked back to interference from outside systems, including radio signal
blockiilg from w4'eless carriers. ' ,

We Urge the Commission to adopt the recommendations and plans contained in the "Consensus Pbu\". We believe
this plan will help eliminate most interference on public safety systems, will address the root cauSe ofthe '
inte1'ference problem, provides fora fundiD.g mechanism, and finally provides for additional 800 MHz spectrum for
public safety,cOordination. " '. '

:Respectfully submitte~

·O:RANGE COUNTY FIRE RESCUE DEPARTMENT

Carl L. Plaugher, Fire Chief
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Ms .Marlene H Dortch
Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
445 1t l1 .Street; SW
Washlngton.DC 20554···

RE: Docket 02~55

Dear Ms Dortch,

BayCou~ty Emergency serviceS would .like to express ItS support for
the "Consensus Plan" filed by public safety organizations. pnvate
Wireless organizations, and Nextel.ln the abov&-reference proceedings
regarding interference to 800 MHz pUblic safety systems

.. Our· De·partment manages the 800 MHz SmartNet Trunked. RadiO
System for Bay County We have over 1800 users on the" system, .

.. which consist of Law Enforcenient. Fire rescue,Emergency Medical
Services, Animal Control, ... PUblr~ 'Works, . Utilities and· Traffic
"Engmeering We are also In the process with co-sharing In our county
With "the State Of Flonda's Technology" Office with respect to their
stateWide Law Enforcement Mutual Aid system

We feel that the 800 MHz band could experience unprecedented
harmful Interference due to congestion arid Interaction With commercuil
cellular radiO syste"ms across the country The problem may get worse
and Will contmue to worsen short of Significant actIon by the FCC
working with commerCIal and public safety system operators.

We support the 800 MHz Consensus Plan The plan was developed by
.. a coalition of public safety andpnvatewlreless organizations to

address the seriOUS, growing problem of Interference to 800 MHz radiO
systems.· It Will eliminate most Interference to critical systems and·
addresses the root cause oflnterfer~nce. rather than just 'fixing It after·
the fact. The plan prOVides funding for implementation and it Will
prOVide additional 800 MHz band channels for public safety

Based on the workshops we have attended over the past",year,the
"Balanced .Approach" .IS Infenor to the Consensus plan Problems we
see With the balan~d approach are that it's reactive to Interference
problems. and does little to: preve'nf interference from occurrmg in the

. first place Some of the interference mitigation steps could lead to an
Increase in Interference as well - ()
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We beheve the Balance Approach recommends. specific .chanriel
swapping with Nextel as a possible remedy and the responsibility for
correcting interference may fall on public. safety licenses. Motorola's
proposed equipment improvements are only a partial ,answer The
Improvements oniy address interference caused by IntEmnodulatlon.·
not ,by out of band emisSIQns Only the newest Motoroh:i radios can be
upgraded, others would need to be replaced. Motorola's equipment
improvements are only effective for public safety systems that already
meet certain' minimum levels of performance Systems,not meeting
these levels would need to Increase power'levels and/or transmitter

. sItes. at a conSiderable expense '

The Balanced approach does not Include ,any viable plan to pay the
cost of its in:Jplementatlon I believe under"tIle Consensus Plan; !'Jext~1
has pledged $850 million dollars to pay cost of frequency ShIftS, though
the FCC may. deCide to unpose an' unlimited financial obligation on
Nextel10 pay all reasonable costs ' ,

'Whatever the.case may be, our concern and l':'Iterest IS to proted. Bay
County's Investment and the Integrity of our 800 MHz radiO system to
ens~re public safety needs'are met. " ,

Respectfully submItted, .
Bay County Emergency SeNices

~~f«~.;/.
Thomas E. Nudo Sr.
Communtcations Manager
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August 25, 2003

0:. Docket 02-55

Dear Ms. Dortch:

The .Bo~ of Comity Commissioners would like to express its support' for the ."ConSensus
Plan" filed. by public safety organizationS,'private: wireless organizations, and Nextel, in the
.above-referenced proceedmg regarding interference to 800 MHz public safetY systems.

.Marlene H. Dortch .
. Secretary ,
.Federal CommunicationS Commission
44S 12th Street. sw.· .
Washington, DC 20554

Bob·Janes
D1sInc( One

DoUglas Fl .51 Cerny
Dtstnct n.o

Ray Judah
.1JIstnci TIne

AndrewW CoY
Drstnct FoUr

Our DIvision of Public Safety,· GovemmentCommunieanons Network:PI'ogr~provides a
countywide Motorola 800 MHz voice radio and data cOIQInunications ~ystem to facilitate
effective and timely coordination.for Lee Courity government and Sherifrs Department, all
municipal governments·and their police departments. and all fire service agencies plus state and
federal offices resident within Lee CoUnty. Intermittently, over the last several years· our radio
system has exp~enced. numerous minor interference problems and one inajor incident that
were directly traced to Nextel.Nextel has always worked .in close support of the County in
mitigatingthis problem. . . . .

. . .TheF~C's. adoption of the·COnsensus Plan would eliminate most futerference to our critical
syStems and it ·also addresses the root cause of interference, rather than just fixing it after the
fact. Further. the Plan provides for funding to implement the Plan and additional 800 MHz

.bandcbannels for public safety;

DIana M ParkIlr
. CcxmtyHetinng

E1rBnJwIer

John E AlbIon
DIlStncf F,w

... Donakt [) S1JlweU
. .County MaIiager

JametsG Yaeger .
County AItl:Imey

Smcet'ely, .

Ntlndo( ..~"'V''''"''
DOnald Dl Stilwell
QnU1ty Manager
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PO Box 398, Fort Myers, FIonda 33902-0398 (239) 335-2111
. . Internet adaress http IIwww Iee-county com .
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Sheriff Larry Campbell,,

LEON COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE'

-, '

, "

...
October 18, 2003

Mal1ehe H, DorIeh, Secretary
Federal Corl'lI'YlUl'licatIone Comminlcn
44512"~9N

,WashfI'lglDn, DC 20554

Dear Ms: Dortch:

The l-GOn'county sheriffs~would U~e to 'express Its ~\4lPOrt fQr the COntJensus PIari rOt eoo MHz
realignment. FIrst I8$pOnd8l'$1tI F10ride and aaoss the Nation are ~ngly at risk becaU$e their
PJJbIic saI'ety radf/)cOmmtJnloatlons are iIlIlnerab1e to- Inter('erence from c:ellular phontL ~ ceDUIar

t' usage IncreaseS, the risk of garbled or blocked pubIlc Safety communk::alions Increase$, , ,

, The onlyCOllcem'the L80n County Sherfffs ()ffice haS 'With the Plants !he RIn10te ehsnc:e lhatwemlght ,
,be'llnanclaUyre8pol18lb1e for. moving ourSOOMHz system to oIt1er bandWIdths ,or frvquencies. This '
would not be an ecoeplable optIol1 due to the CO$t ofsuch 8 ma,jorchange. ' ,

" Nolwilhstandlng this, the Con$$fISUS Plan oi'fets the only real, near term soiUtion to a very difficult
problem. The 'Plan addresaes Interference to pubrlC safety systems 211ld allocatee addllionaispeclnJm
fer public safety needs. '

" ,

, We urge the FCC tore.olve the laBues facIog the pubflC~ community expedltIouslyandadopt the
~P/an.,

SincerelY, '

...~.~
c;'Z'mpbeQ '

Sheliff '

_ fl' POlt omce Bo~ 727 *TaU.halle!, FI,orida32302.0727~
OfDc:e Phone (850) 922·3300 * J.tl Phone (850) 9:l2-3S00 ., \

Please visit UI OD the web at: IQlo.leonq'!lw _
-- ---.._,._,_.._--_.---_._-----



..~~D The Flo.rida Stat~ University
. Tallahassee; FIQrlda 32306 ..

" Phone: 644-1240 Fax: 644-3205.J .. ..'www.fsu.edu/-fsu-pd .

University Police
Office of the Chief

November 17, 2003

Marlene H. Dortch. Secretary
Federal Communications Comn:lission
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554 .

Dear Ms. Dortch:I ,.

'. '. .

As the.ChiefofThe Florida State University Police Department I would like to express support for
the Consensus Planfor~QQ~.~alignmen~_ ¥i~trespond~.~~ fl<>ri.da ~RllS~.l1pd. in

.Florida are increasingly at risk beCause there public safety radio Communications are vulnerable to I.

interference from cellular phones. As cellular usage increases, the risk ofgarbled orblocked
public safety communications increases.
. I. .... . t..

Additionally, as you know campus·communities are filled with young persons from around the
country and world. Consequently in a time ofPerceived or real emergencies cellphone Use
increases dramatically, thus increasing the potential for interference. DUring this same period
public safety radio needs are also great. In an 8J'e8 s~tible: to hurricanes and other weather .
related emergencies the students in Florida universitycommuirlties are at greater risk. .

. the Consensus Plan offers the only real solution to a very difficult problem. The Plan addresses
interference to public safety systems and allocates additional spectrum for public safety needS..

I urge the FCC to resolve this issue as quickly as possible and adopt the ConsensUs Plan.

Cc: Paul Strouts
Kathleen Daly.

PRIDE • ENTHUsiASM • PROFESSIONALISM • INTEGRITY



. December 2, 2003

. Chairman Michael Powell·
Federal Communicatl9ns Commission
445 Twelfth Streef, N.W.
'Washington, D.C. 20554

'Re: Docket 02-55

Dear Chairman PoWell:

." ..~.'.~ .

Piiblic safety.radio interference is of paramount concern to Law Enforcement Agencies.
Currently public safety communications systems and commercial wireless operations are
located on adjacent and intermingled channels in the 800 MHz spectrum band. The
technologies used by public safety and commercial wireless are incompatible and create
interfereJ:\ce, resulting in garbled or non-existent communications for PLiblic Safety
Officers in the fi~ld. The end result exposes a potentially dangerous safety issue.

As a Law'Enforcement Official, I strongly support the realignment of the current 800 MHz
spectrum into separate blocks for public safety and cellular wirel.ess carriers.. This plan
should be implemented at no cost to the taxpay~r or Public Safety Agencies... .' .

I respectfully request yc;>ur support of this comprehensive solu!ion as soon as possible.

Sincerely,

. JAMESH. SCARBERRY
Chief of Police

~. c: Cqmmissioner Abernathy
Commissioner Adelstein
Cc;>mmlssloner.Copps
Commissioner Martin
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November 24, 2003

Marle~eH. Dortch,' Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
445-12th Street', SW
Washington, CD 20554

Dear Ms. Portch:

I am ,writing to express my support for, the Consensu~ PJ.anfor" 860 MHZ
realignment. 'First 'responders in Miami, Florida and the nation are, at risk
because their public safety radio communications are vulner8ble to interference
from,c~ll phones.

The only reseryation I have with the plan 'is the remote chance that the city
would be Unanc:Lally responsible for moving our, 800 ~ system to other, "
bandwidths or'frequencies. So long as the Consensus' Plan does not burden" local
governments with any coasts, Isupp~rt it., '

As 'a .former st~t'e trooper and a Miami City Commissi'oner, I support t~$ FCC plan
to resolve the :issues facing the public safety ,community by adopting the '
Consensus P:\'an.' . r

, I'
Sincerely,

Joe Sanche~, '



)
COry Richter
1729 17th Avenue, Vero Beach, FL 32960

November 25,2003 3:43 PM

Docket Number WT 02-55: I support the Consensus Plan

I support the Consensus Plan that is before the FCC. It is fully consistent with the state of
readiness and the public trust that first responders champion evel)' day. The adoption will
virtually eliminate the persistent and dangerous problem of the ever-increasing numbers
of cell phones interfering with our c~mmunications systems. Most importantly, it gives
first responders additional spectrum for clear, reliable communications and a platform to
meet their interoperability requirements. The Consensus Plan helps set the stage for
implementing the communications networks required to protect the communities we
serve.

Mitigation approaches are shortsighted, short-term solutions that inevitably will reduce
first responders' effectiveness and put lives at risk. The Consensus Plan solves the
economic, t~hnical and policy problems associated with the current banding for public
safety -- and it also makes room for future needs. By approving this plan, the FCC will be
acting in the best interests of our society and putting public safety first.

I have signed this petition in support ofthe Consensus Plan because I believe that this
issue needs to be resolved immediately and I urge the FCC to approve the Consensus
Plan without delay.

Sincerely,

COl)' Richter



Estero FIRE RESCUE
19850 Breckenridge Drive, Suite A

Estero, Florida 33928

"'. ,

,f J'.~

Phone: (239) 947-FIRE (3473)'

web site: ~.esteroare.or8

December 17, 2003

Marlene H. Dortch
Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
445 Twelfth Street, S.W.
Washingto~D.C.20554

Fax: (239) 947-9538

Re: WT 02-55 Improving Public Safety Communications in the 800 MHz Band

Dear Madame Secretaty,

One of the most pressing issues firefighters and other first responders face today is 800 MHz
interference to their radios. In these times of heightened security and alert, our first responders
need the support of the FCC in resolving this critical issue. No one can argue that highly reliable
cOnmlunications for public safety professionals does not save lives.

Interference in the 800 MHz band can come between a firefighter on the front line ofdefense and
the chain ofdecision-makers assisting in an emergency situation. In fact, it is estimated that
public safety agencies will experience interference at more than 350 locations this year - the
highest single-year total to date. The trend is alarming and foreshadows the day when
communications are interrupted during a future catastrophic event.

The Consensus Plan proposal for the realignment of the radio spectrum is the only solution to the
current situation supported by all the major public safety organizations, including our national
association, the International Association of Fire Chiefs (IAFC) and the Southeastern Division of
'the IAFC, Southeastern Association ofFire Chiefs, representing Alabama, Florida, Georgia,
Kentucky, Mississippi, North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee, Virginia and West Virginia.

We advpcate for the Consensus Plan because it:

• Remedies interference to public safety communications systems and private
wireless systems operating at 800 MHz



J ..

Marlene H. Dortch
Page two

• Minimizes disruption to existing licensees and services - 70 percent of existing
private wireless incumbents achieve benefits ofConsensus Plan without any
system modifications whatsoever

• Ensures public safety agencies have access to additional spectrum to support their
critical missions

• Requires no federal, state or local ftmding to implement

In a nutshell, an ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure. I urge you and the FCC to adopt
the Consensus Plan and to expedite implementation as quickly as possible.

Respectfully Submitted,

D~S J. MERRIFIELD
Fire·Chief
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MIAMI-DADE COUNTY .. FLORIDA
DISTRICT II

11' N.W. FllST 5TREET
MIAMI, FlDIID" 33128.1963

13051 375·5511
FAX 1:1051 315.un

Oecember4,2003

Michael Powell
Chairman

, Federel Communications Commissionn 445 Twefl\h Street. N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

DOCket: 02·55

Dear Chainnan Powell,

I take this opportunity to bring to your attention an Important Issue that profoundly impacts our
country. The Issue is public safety redia Interference - a problem In desperate need of a solution.
PUblic safety communications systems and commercial wireless operations are located on
Ildjacent.a.nd intermingled channels in the 800 MHz spectrum band. The problem being that the
technOlOgies. used by public safety and commercial wirelesses are incompatible with one another
8S neighbO~. The result is dangerous interference. which causes garbled communications and
prevents public safety offiCials from doing their jobs.

The Consensus Plan, ourrently under consideration at the Federal Communications Commission,
would realign the current jumbled licensing of 800 MH~ systems Into separate blocks of spectrum
for pUblic safety and cellular wireless carriers. By Implementing this plan, public safety
Interference will be virtually eliminated. Addlllon~lIy, public safety will receive adoitional spectrum
for future communications neads. Perhaps equally Important, the Consensus Plan w1l1 be
Implemented llt rm.PDst to the American taxpayer.

The COnsensu$I Plan i$ the only DroacUve end comprehensive 80luUon to the dangerous problem
of public safety interfereooe. Please support the public safety (ioml1"lunity and Implement the
Consensus Plan without delay.

Thank you In advance for your consideration.

:.: .

.',




