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, ,,). HALLCO'UNTY 9-1-1
. . . .'

A Department ofBan Cc)Unty Public Safety
MaiUng Address: P.O.• Drawer 1435,30503 .

GainesvWe, Georgia
. Telephone: (770) 531-6764' rax:(770) 531-3948

Marlene H: Dortch
Secretary .
Feder8l Communications Commission
445 12th Street,SW .' .
waShiii~on, DC 20554

RE: Docket02-55

, Dear Ms. DOrtch: .

. . On behalf ofHall County Georgia I would like to express our support for the
"Consensus Pl~" filed by public safety organizations, private wireless organizations, and .
Nextel, intbe above-reference propeeding regarding interference to 800MHzpublic safety
systenis..

" .

, As a local Public Safety communicatio~ provider I have personally experienced
the dysfunction ofwirelesstwo'7 way iiitetference as related to this issue. Officers are put at.
risk as a result and local governments spend hundreds of thousands.ofdollars in an effort

, . to desigIicominunications systems around the interference issues. A well-plapn.ed re- .
'. b8.nding approach could position all effected parties'in an interference free environment for
alongtenn..

, The. PublicS8.fety Consensus Plan, through guarded re-bandingofspectrum. would
elhninate most high occurrence interference issues. Other.suggested.plans of approach '.
simply treat the symptoms while not addressing the true cause. Through the Public Safety·
Consensus Plan, shared funding may be available to local governments to re- prograt1l .
Critical comm~cations equipment for the re-banded spec1:rutri.ln, addition, additional
spectrum maybe re-allocatedJor Public Safety use through the ConsensuS Plan. At

.present, critical shortages ofFCC authorized spectrum and bandwidth hamperlocal and
State efforts in upgrading much needed security efforts. _..

RespectfullysubInitted,

JUly 24, 2003

Mr. Bob Ailderson
. Director ofCommunicationS

Hall County Georgia .



CITY OF SAVANNAB
Bureau ofFire and Eme.rgency Services
121 E. OglfltnPrpe Ave, • Savannah,G~orgla314.01-3799 • 912-651-'6758 ~ FWl; 912-651-6757

Customer SerVice Desk· {912} 651..:6102
TDD - (912) 651-6758

October 30, 2003

Marlene D<>rtch, Secretary
. .Federal Communications Commission

.445 12mStreet, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Madam Secrewf:

As chiefofthe Savannah Fi,re Depart.ment, it is my -charge to uphold the trust of the communities
and people I proudly proreq. As such, the ability to respond efficiently and effectiY~Jy to

-------emergeneies-is-entieaHy-imp6t'tani:-R:ight-fl:e:\.Y,ooHuffilffieatioos-a:re-oompr'0f}'l,ised-beca"U~f.-

interfe.rence to fU"Stresponders' radios. Luckily, there is a solution that ""ill virtually eliminate
this interference problem: The Consensus Plan.

The Cons.ensus Plan is fully consistent with tlle state of readiness .and the public tru$t that first
'responders champion .every day. Adoption of the Plan will eliminate the. persistent and dan.g~ous

problem, ofe~~:-in,cr~.asi+Jg pumbers ofceHpbones· interfe.ring ,,\ith our communications s)'stems.
Equally. itDpo~;'~rli~ :rran.g~ves first responders additional s~ctrum f()T dear, reliable'
c.ommunicatlons and' iffuture p!atfonn for oommunJcations networks .required to protect the
~.Q~muni~ies we serve.

Existing aJt~.m:ativesto the Consensus Plan are -ShOlt.-sighted r~cti:ve solutions that reduce first
responders' effectiveness and put lives at risk.

The Consensus Plan solves the economic, technical and policy problems associated with C,N.[RS
interreren~ to public saf~ty communications - and it ·also creates Uluch-needed additional
spectrum availabl(} for public safety. By approving this plan. tb~ FCC will be.acting in the best
inte~st$" of OllT S()ciety M.d putting publio safety first. Continued 'ina,~tion risks, the liv~ ·of Our
fellow'fi:re fighters, police officers; emergency t'espolJsepersonnel. as well as the pohfio we serve.
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Bryan Hunter
635 Findlay Rd. ,Pinehurst, GA 31070-8144

October 14, 2003 12:57 PM

Docket Number WT 02-55: I support the Consensus Plan

I support the Consensus Plan that is before the FCC. It is fully consistent with the state of
readiness and the public trust that first reslJonders champion evety day. The adoption will
virtually eliminate the persistent and dangerous problem of the ever-increasing numbers

. of cell phones interfering with our communications systems. Most importantly, it gives
first responders additional spectrum for clear, reliable communications and a platform to
meet their interoperability requirements. The Consensus Plan helps set the stage for
implementing the communications networks required to protect the communities we
serve.

Mitigation approaches are shortsighted, short-term solutions that inevitably will reduce
first responders' effectiveness and put lives at risk. The Consensus Plan solves the
economic, technical and policy problems associated with the current banding for public
safety -- and it also makes room for future needs. By approving this plan, the FCC will be
acting in the best interests of our society and putting public safety first.

I have signed this petition in support of the Consensus Plan because I believe that this
issue needs to be resolved immediately and I urge the FCC to approve the Consensus
Plan without delay.

Sincerely,

Bryan Hunter



ILLINOIS
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polICe Department. One Plaza Drlw ~ Woodrldge, it.. 60517>6015 "
, Emergency 9-1-1 • Non-Emergency (630) 719-4740 • FAX (630) 719-9266

GeOffrey J. Korous. O\ief of Police ' , ',;... '
" &, If\L.• '-.

AugUst 26, 2003

Marlene H. Dortch
secretarY ,
,Federal Communications Commission
,44S 12th Street, SW
'Washington, DC 20554

RB: ' J)ock;t 02-55

Dear Ms~ Dortch: '

, SEP 05,2003

FCC-MAILR;

'. . . ..

~''Villageof Woodridge would like .to expreSs ,its support tor the "CousOasus Planlt
,filed by public safety organizations, ,private wireless organimtiOD$, and Nextel, in the
above-reference proceeding regarding interference to 800'lvfHz publtc safety S)'itema.

, '" ,Our Agency Opelmes on 800, MHz ' radio 'systems and periodii:811y ,we experience
problems with interference. We believe the FCC should adopt die Consenus Plan to .
addresS all existing interference issues and to become proactive for anyfutu1'e problems '
that could impede the monitoring of~crgencyradio transmissions. '

As we understand,thi~plan wili provide funding necessary for'implementatioD and will
provide additional band channel~. '

As'we are committed to our Citizens and. to our Police Officers for their,saf~ we urge·
you to, adopt this Plan and assist'Public Safety Agencies, by allowing Us to be prepared
during any critical or ~ysituation so that we can be assured inttrfefe2lceinour,

,radio systems Will not be an issue. ' .,

2:-; ...,,;#/
, ,~~

, ' omas M BOndi " -,
Deputy ChiefofPolice

No. of CoPi8&,'~'d ()
,UstABCOE ,
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113 wBST SECOND STR.EET • DIXON. IWNOts ~1~1 ;, tHo 2gg..~323

R.epr~'TItati\'e J. (1ennis Hastert
-27 N. River- ~trect

"".Batavia, H... :WSiU"
\

Dear Speakerofthe House Hasfert,
"'.

WT Dodet Number 02-55

I am VltTiting yoo l.'Oocetrting the matter ofsafe reliablecomm~, OUr safety
d~pends. on h.. and by safe.~ .. meM our lives. The organization that I~ a member of
the- Inicm:rtitinal Association ofFire Chiefs haS developed a solu.tWn called the
CoosenSUs Plan.

The Coosensus "Plan VtiU realign the current jumbled licensing OfSOO MRZ systms into
separate blocks Ofspectrum fOf pulilic safety and" wirelteSS earners. This will virtually
eliminate public safetY Jnwnerence and provide add.ttkmat spectnn:n tnJJubtlc safety.
~ tonsens.u:s Plan is the only propci$Cd SOlUtion that meets the~ of pUblic safety
and that is comprehensive. fUnOOd. and technically proven.

'Please "help solve thili proolem at its TOOt by realigning thejimtbled~. I request" "
that you supporlrhe implen'lel'llati<?n aftne Consensus Plan. 11umk you f()f your time.

Oen(~ Rhodes" Chief
Dixon Fire Department
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Dennis Litwiler
P.O. Box 148 , Aledo, IL 61231-0148

November 26, 2003 2:07 PM

Docket Number WT 02-55: I support the Consensus Plan

I support the Consensus Plan that is before the FCC. It is fully consistent with the state of
readiness and the public trust that first responders champion every day. The adoption will
virtually eliminate the persistent and dangerous problem ofthe ever-increasing numbers
of cell phones interfering with our communications systems. Most importantly, it gives
first responders additional spectrum for clear, reliable communications and a platform to .
meet their interoperability requirements. The Consensus Plan helps set the stage for
implementing the communications networks required to protect the communities we
serve.

Mitigation approaches are shortsighted, short-term solutions that inevitably will reduce
first responders' effectiveness and put lives at risk. The Consensus Plan solves the
economic, technical and policy problems associated with the cUrrent banding for· public
safety -- and it also makes room for future needs. By approving this plan, the FCC will be
acting in the best interests of our society and putting public safety first.

I have signed this petition in support of the Consensus Plan because I believe that this
. issue needs to be resolved immediately and I urge the FCC to approve the Consensus
Plan Without delay.

Sincerely,

Dennis Litwiler
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Phil Lazzara
6931 Red Bud Lane , Woodridge, It., 60517

November 20, 2003 3:10 PM

Docket Number WT 02-55: I support the Consensus Plan

I support the Consensus Plan that is before the FCC. It is fully consistent with the state of
readiness and the public trust that first responders champion every day. The adoption will
virtually eliminate the persistent and dangerous problem of the ever-increasing numbers
of cell phones interfering with our communications systems. Most importantly, it gives
first responders additional spectrum for clear, reliable communications and a platform to
meet their interoperability requirements. The Consensus Plan helps set the stage for
implementing the communications networks required to protect the communities we
serve.

Mitigation approaches are shortsighted, short-term solutions that inevitably will reduce
firSt responders' effectiveness and put lives at risk. The Consensus Plan solves the
economic, technical and poliCy problems associated with the current banding for public
safety -- and it also makes room for future needs. By approving this plan, the FCC will be
acting in the best interests of our society and putting public safety first.

I have signed this petition in Sl.!pport of the Consensus Plan because I believe that this
issue needs to be resolved immediately and I urge the FCC to approve the Consensus
Plan without delay.

Sincerely,

Phil Lazzara



Harold Damron
302 North Chicago Street, Joliet, IL 60432

October 29, 2003 12:35 PM

Docket Number WT 02-55: I support the Consensus Plan

I support the Consensus Plan that is before the FCC. It is fully consistent with the state of
readiness and the public trust that first responders champion evety day. The adoption will
virtually eliminate the persistent and dangerous problem of the ever-increasing numbers
of cell phones interfering with our communications systems. Most importantly, it gives
first responders additional spectrum for clear, reliable communications and a platform to
meet their interoperability requirements. The Consensus Plan helps set the stage for
implementing the communications networks required to protect the communities we
serve.

Mitigation approaches are shortsighted, short-term solutions that inevitably will reduce
first responders' effectiveness and put lives at risk. The Consensus Plan solves the
economic, technical and policy problems associated with the current banding for public
safety -- and it also makes room for future needs. By approving this plan,' the FCC will be
acting in the best interests of our society and putting public safety first.

I have signed this petition in support of the Consensus Plan because I believe that this
issue needs to be resolved immediately and I urge the FCC to approve the Consensus
Plan without delay.

Sincerely,

Harold Damron
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Jim Nachowicz
1551 N. Milwaukee Av. , Libertyville, IL 60048

October 29,2003 6:18 PM I

Docket Number WT 02-55: I support the Consensus Plan

I support the Consensus Plan that is before the FCC. It is fully consistent with the state of
readiness and the public trust that first responders champion evety day. The adoption will
virtually eliminate the persistent and dangerous problem ofthe ever-increasing numbers
ofcell phones interfering with our communications systems. Most importantly, it gives
first responders additional spectrum for clear, reliable communications and a platform to
meet their interoperability requirements. The Consensus Plan helps set the stage for
implementing the communications networks required to protect the commUnities we
serve.

Mitigation approaches are shortsighted, short-term solutions that inevitably will reduce
first responders' effectiveness and put lives at risk. The Consensus Plan solves the
economic, technical and policy problems associated with the current banding for public
safety -- and it also makes room for future needs. By approving this plan, the FCC will be
acting in the best interests of our society and putting public safety first.

I have signed this petition in support of the Consensus Plan because I believe that this
issue needs to be resolved immediately and I urge the FCC to approve the Consensus
Plan without delay.

Sincerely,

JimNachowicz



INDIANA
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Jessica Merritt.. .

7980 SR 64, Georgetown, IN 47122·9051

November 8, 2003 4:40 AM

Docket Number WT 02-55: I support the Consensus Plan

I support the Consensus Plan that is before the FCC. It is fully consistent with the state of
readiness and the public trust that first responders champion evety day. The adoption will
virtually eliminate the persistent and dangerous problem ofthe ever-increasing numbers
of cell phones interfering with our communications systems. Most importantly, it gives
first responders additional spectrum for clear, reliable communications and a platform to
meet their interoperability requirements. The Consensus Plan helps set the stage for
implementing the communications networks required to protect the communities we
serve.

Mitigation approaches are shortsighted, short-term solutions that inevitably will reduce
first responders' effectiveness and put lives at risk. The Consensus Plan solves the
economic, technical and policy problems associated with the current banding for public
safety-- and it also makes room for future needs. By approving this plan, the FCC will be

. acting in the best interests of our society and putting public safety first.

I have signed this petition in support of the Consensus Plan because I believe that this
issue needs to be resolved immediately and I urge the FCC to approve the Consensus
Plan without delay.

Sincerely,

Jessica Merritt



KANSAS
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Duane Filkins
3213 ShelWood Dr., Lawrence, KS 66049·2125

October 28,2003 8:53 PM

Docket Number WT 02-55: I support the Consensus Plan

I support the Consensus Plan that is before the FCC. It is fully consistent with the state of
readiness and the public trust that first responders champion every day. The adoption will
virtually eliminate the persistent and dangerous problem of the ever-increasing numbers
of cell phones interfering with our communications systems. Most importantly, it gives
first responders additional spectrum for clear, reliable communications and a platform to
meet their interoperability requirements. The Consensus Plan helps set the stage for
implementing the communications networks required to protect the communities we
serve.

Mitigation approaches are shortsighted, short-term solutions that inevitably will reduce
first responders' effectiveness and put lives at risk. The Consensus Plan solves the
economic, technical and policy problems associated with the current banding for public
safety -- and it also makes room for future needs. By approving this plan, the FCC will be
acting in the best interests of our society and putting public safety first.

I have signed this petition in support of the Consensus Plan because I believe that this
issue needs to be resolved immediately and I urge the FCC to approve the Consensus
Plan without delay.

Sincerely,

Duane Filkins



Southeastern Association of Fire Chiefs
. AI)i,~i~~:,9f~:~~::~~~::~i:~~'_

PO Box 4065, Lawrence, KS 66046-1065 Telephone: (785) 423-1818
Fax: (785) 542-3511
Internet: www.seafc.org

December 17, 2003

Marlene H. Dortch
Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
445 Twelfth Street, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: WT 02-55 Improving Public Safety Communications in tbe 800 MHz Band

Dear Madame Secretary,

One of the most pressing issues firefighters and other first responders face today is 800
MHz interference to their radios. In these times ofheightened security and alert, our first
responders need the support of the FCC in resolving this critical issue. No·one can argue that
highly reliable communications for public safety professionals does not save lives.

Interference in the 800 MHz band can come between a firefighter on the front line of
defense and the chain of decision-makers assisting in an emergency situation. In fact, it is
estimated that public safety agencies will experience interference at more than 350 locations this
year - the highest single-year total to date. The trend is alarming and foreshadows the day when
communications are interrupted during a future catastrophic event.

The Consensus Plan proposal for the realignment of the radio spectrum is the only
solution to the current situation supported by all the major public safety organizations, including
our national association, the International Association ofFire Chiefs (IAPC) and the
Southeastern Division ofthe IAFC, Southeastern Association ofFire Chiefs, representing
Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Mississippi, North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee,
Virginia and West Virginia.

We advocate for the Consensus Plan because it:

~ Remedies interference to public safety communications systems and private
wireless systems operating at 800 MHz

Alabam.·Florida·Oeorgia-Kentucky-Mississippi-North Carolina-Puerto Rico-South Carolina-tennessee-Virgin Islands-Virginla-West Virginia
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.SEAFC Consensus Plan Support, Page 2

» Minimizes disruption to existing licensees and services· 70 percent ofexisting
private wireless incumbents achieve benefits ofConsensus Plan without any
system modifications whatsoever

» Ensures public safety agencies have access to additional spectrum to support their
critical missions

> Requires no federal. state or local funding to implement

In a nutshell, an ounce of prevention is worth a pound ofcure. I urge you and the FCC to
adopt the Consensus Plan and to expedite implementation as quickly as possible.

Respectfully Submitted,

Sacha Dick, Executive Director
Southeastern Association ofFire Chiefs

Copies to:
Chainnan Powell
Commissioner Abernathy
Commissioner Adelstein
Commissioner Copps
Commissioner Martin



KENTUCKY
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Louis McClain
314 West 2nd Street, Frankfort, KY 40601

October 17,2003 2:30 AM

Docket Number WT 02-55: I support the Consensus Plan

I support the Consensus Plan that is before the FCC. It is fully consistent with the state of
readiness and the public trust that first responders champion every day. The adoption will
virtually eliminate the persistent and dangerous problem of the ever-increasing numbers
of cell phones interfering with our communications systems. Most importantly, it gives
first responders additional spectrum for clear, reliable communications and a platform to
meet their interoperability requirements. The Consensus Plan helps set the stage for
implementing the communications networks required to protect the communities we
serve.

Mitigation approaches are shortsighted, short-term solutions that inevitably will reduce
first responders' effectiveness and put lives at risk. The Consensus Plan solves the
economic, technical and policy problems associated with the current banding for public
safety -- and it also makes room for future needs. By approving this plan, the FCC will be
acting in the best interests of our society and putting public safety first.

I have signed this petition in support of the Consensus Plan because I believe that this
issue needs to be resolved immediately and I urge the FCC to approve the Consensus
Plan without delay.

Sincerely,

Louis McClain
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.LOUISIANA.MID-CONTINENT·

OIL AND GAS ASSOCIATION'
'. . .

801 NORTH BOULEvARD, SUITE 201, BATON ROUGE, LA 70802-5727
TELEPHONE (225) 387~3205 FAX.(225) 344-5502 .

E-MAIL porter@lmoga.com

October21, 2003

VIA ELECTRONIC FILING

Marlene a.·Dortch; Secretary .
Federal Communications Colllll:lission
445 12th ,Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Re: Support forthe Consensus Plan for 800 MHz Realignment
Ex Parte, WT Docket No; 02-?5

Dear Ms. Dortch: . .
. . . . '.

The .Louisiana Mid-Continent 'Oil and' Gas Association (LMOGA) is. an organization'
representing the interests of compa.IJ.ies involved in all facets of the energy sector in our state:'
exploration, production, pipeline transportation, refining, marketing and power g~eration. A
nUl'D.ber ~f oui: trade association's members'operate 800 MHz tnmked radio systems that provide
critical public safetY'communicationS for police, fire and emergency personnel. We are aware that
a number of our member companies are .actively following this· vital proceeding' for public safety
and :request that our views be considered.. ' .

First responders in Louisiana and across. the Nation are increasingly at risk because their
public safety radio communications are v:uInerable to interference from cellular phones. As
cellu1~ .usage mcreases, the risk of' garbled or blocked .police, fire and other public safety
communications increases. First responders also urgently need more 800 MHz spe9frujn to have
"interoperable" communications. among' .police'. and firefighters and among neighboriIi.g
jurisdictions. Fo~tely, a solution is available. '

The Federal. Communications Co~sion has befor~ it a "Consensus Plan" that would .
address cellularl:public'safety radio interference problems and provide'more of the spectrum that
first responders urgently need for radio communications. We support the Consensus Plail along
with the .Association of Public-Safety Communications Officials-Intemational, Inc.; the
Internation8l Association of Fire Chiefs, Inc. and International Municipal Signal Association; the
International Association of Chiefs of Police, the Major Cities Chiefs 'Association; .the Major
County Sheriffs'Association; and the National Sheriffs' Association. The FGC must adopt the
Consensus Plan expeditiouSly in its p~blic safety spectrum rulemakiilg, WTDocketNo. 02-55.
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'Letter to Secretary Dortch
October 21, 2003
Page 2

Th~ ConSensus Plan offerS the 'only real, near-term solution to'existing public safetY radio
problems. The Plan provides a comprehensive solution that addresses interference to public safety

'systems, allocates additional spec1rum for public safety needs, provides private fundip,g to
, compensate licensees that may need to relocate to new chanriels as the result of the Plan, and
,ensures that all affected licensees receive equivalent replacement spectium as part ofthe spec1rum
swaps called for by the ConsensuS Plan. ' ,

Other proposais that have been made to'the FCC fall far short and must be rejected. The
,UTe/cellUlar, ''plan'" ignores the problems faced by public safety communicators and suggests ~t
case-by-casej after-the-fact solutions could be ,found once .interference manifests, itself.
ReSponding. only after-the-fact to the problems affecting time-critical public safety services is not
aCceptable~ since a single interference incident can jeopardize the lives of emergency personnel
and the citizens they serVe.. ' .

. Section '1 ofthe Communications Act of 1934, provides that the FCC is to "promot[e]
safety oflife and property through the use ofwire and radio communicanon" The ConSensus Plan

. would greatly advance this vital objective..It has been over sixteen months since the FCC began
its public safety spectnim proceeding and over one year since the ConsensUs Plan was submitted.
,Supporters of the Consensus Plan have recently addressed the'remaining implementation details
associated with the Plan. There is rio reason for the FCC to postpone a~on any further.

On behalf of LMOGA members, we urge the FCC to r~solve the issues facing the public
,safety community expeditiously and adopt in full the terms of the Consensus Plan. '

~
.•.. Sincere1y~ ~

, ' ,

. Jini Porter
" . President '

. ,

cc: The }Ionorable Billy Tauzin
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November 18, 2003

. . . .'

VIA ELECTRONIC FILING

Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street; SW
·Washington, DC 20554

Re: Support for the Consensus Plan for 800 MHz Realignment
Ex Parte, WT Docket No. 02-55

Dear Ms. Dortch:

.. First responders in LA· and. across the Nation are. increasingly ··at risk·
because their public safety radio communications are vulnerable to interference
from cellular phones. As cellular usage increases, the risk of garbl~d or blocked
police, fire and· other· pUblic,safety communications increases. First responders
also .urgently need more· 800 .MHz· spectrum to have "interoperable"
.communications among police· and firefighters and among neighboring
jurisdictions. Fortunately, a solution is available..

. The Federal Communications Commission has before it a "Consensus
. Plan" that would address cellular/public safety radio interference problems and
provide. more of the spectrum that first responders iJrgentlyneed. for ·radio
communications. We support the Consensus Plan along with the Association of
P·ublic-Safety .Communications Officials-Intemational, Inc.; the International
Association of Fire ChiefS, Inc. andlnternationar Municipal Signal Association;
the· International Association of ChiefS of Police, the Major Cities Chiefs
Association; the Major County Sheriffs' Association; and the National Sheriffs'
.Association. The FCC must adopt the Consensus Plan expeditiously in its public
safety spectrum rulemaking, WT Docket No. 02-55.. .

The Consensus Plan offers the· only real, near-term solution to existing
public safety radio problems.. The Plan provides a comprehensive solution that
addresses interference to public safety systems, alloqatesadditional spectrum for
public safety needs, provides private funding to compensate licensees that may
need to relocate to new channels as the result of the Plan, and ensures that all
affected licensees receive equivalent· replacement spectrum as .part of the
spectrum swaps called for by the Consensus Plan. .
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Other proposals that have been made·to. the FCC fall far. short and must
be rejected. The .UTe/cellular "plan" ignores the problems faced by public safety
communicators and suggests that case-by-case, after-the-fact solutions could be
found once interference manifests itself. Responding only after-the;'faet to the
problems ·affecting time-critical public safety services is not acceptable, since a· .
single interference incident can jeopardize the lives of emergency personnel and
the citizens they serve. .

Section·1 of the Communications Act of 1934; provides that the FCC is to
.. "promot[e] safety of life and property through the use of wire and radio

·communication." The Consensus Plan would greatly advance this vitalobjective.
It has been over sixteen months since the FCC began its public safety spectrum
proceeding .' and over one year since the. Consensus Plan was submitted.
.Supporters .. of the Consensus Plan .have recentlyaddresse~the remaining
implementation details associated with the Plan. There is no reason for the FCC
to postpone action any further. .

.We urge the FCC to resolve the issues facing the public safety community
expeditiously and adopt in full the terms .of the Consensus Plan.

.Sincerely,
I .

Chief Jeffrey L. Wesley
. Denham Springs Police Department

Denham Springs, LA 70726

cc . [Senator I Congressman]
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City of Baker

Police Departm:ent
p·o Box 389 - .
B~er LoulSlima 70704-0389
(225) 775-6000
FAX (225) 775c0936

October 29, 2003

S.J. "SID" GAUTkEAux III
ChIef oEFolice .

WR "BUDDY" MULLINS
Asslstant Chief

MONAM ALMOND
Secretary to CbJef

,)

Marlene a. Dortch, Secretary.·
Federal Communications Comriussion
445 12th Street, SW -
Washington, DC 20554

RE: Support for the Consensus Plan for MHz Realignment
Ex Parte, WT Docket No..02-55

Dear M~"1?0rt9h:

The Baker Pohce Department, Baker, Lowsiana, op·erates an 800 MHz trunked
radio system providing critical public safety communications for poiice, .fir~ and
emergency personnel. We are actively following tlus vital proceeding for public safety
and request that oUr views be considered.

. First responders in Louisiana and across the Nation are increasingly at risk
because their public·safety radio communications are vuinerableto interference from
cellular phones.. As cellular usage increases, the risk ofgarbled or blocked police, fire
and othex: public safety commUnIcationsmcreaSes. First responders also urgently need
more 800 MHz spectrum to have "interoperable" communications among police· and
firefighters and among neighboringjurisdictionS. Fortunateiy,.a solutio~ is available.

The Federal Communications Commission has before it a "ConsensuS Plan" that 
would addre~s celhilar/public 'saf~ty radio interference problems imd provide more of the
spectmm that firSt responders urgently need for radio communications. We support the

.Consensus Plan along with the Association of:Public-Safety Offici~s-Intematlonal, me:;
the International Association ofF~re Chiefs, Inc. and International Municipal Signal
Association; the International Association ofChiefs ofPolice, the Major Cities Chiefs
Association; the Major County Sheriffs' Association; and the National Sheriffs'
.AssoCiation. The FCC must adopt the Consensus Plan expeditiously m its public ,safety
spectrum rulemaking, WT Doc~et No. 02-55.

.The ConsenSus Plan .off~rs the oniy real, near-tenD. soiution to existing public
safety radio problems. The Plan provides a comprehensive solution tha~ addresses
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"interference to public safety systems, allocates additioI1a.l spectrum for public safety
needs, provides private funding to compensate licensees that may need to relocate to new
channels as the result of the Plan, and ensures that all affected licensees receive
equivalent repla:cem~nt spectnnn as part of the spectrum swaps called for by the
Consensus Plan. '

Other proposals that have been made to the FCC fall far short and must be
rejected. The UTC/cellular "plan" ignores the problems faced by public safety
communicators and suggests that case-by-~ase, 'after-the-fact solutions could be found
once interference manifests itself. Responding only after-the-fact to the problems .
affecting time-critical publjc safety services is not acceptable, since a single interference
mcident canjeOpardize the'1ives ofem~encypersonnel and the citlzens they serve.

Section 1 ofthe Communications Act of i 934, provides that the FCC is to
"promote safety ~f life and property through the use ofwire and .radio communication.;'
The Consensus Plan would greatly adv~ce this vital objective. It has been over siXteen
months since the FCC began its public safety Spectrum proceeding and over one year
since the Consensus Plan was submitted". Supporters ofthe Consensus Plan have recently
addr-essed .the rem.ainingimplementation details assoCiated with the Plan. There isnG
reason for the FCC to 'postpone action any further. "

We urge the FCC to resolve the issues facing the public safety cOllUD;umty
expeditiously and adopt in full tex:ms ofthe Consensus Plan. "

Sincerely,
JIb'

~11. ~0nJ./-
Sid J. GJtreaux ill
ChiefofPolice

cc: Congressman William Tauzin
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MARYLAND FIRE CHIEFS ASSOCIATION
12445 FLEETWAY DRIVE

OCEAN CITY, MARYLAND 21842 RECENED &'Ii..Y--
ROGER A. STEGER, sa

VICE PRESIDENT

HOME: 410..213-0780
PAGER: 410·334·8713

NOV 18 2003

FCC .. MA'lAC'
FAJt:410..213-29

EMAIL: FChief750@aoLgpm .

November 3, 2003

MS. Marlene H. Dortch
Secretaty, Federal Communications Commission
445 Twelfth Street, fIN
Washington, DC 20554

Re: wr Docket No. 020065 (Public Safety on 80b Megahertz Band)

Dear Ms. Dortch:

The need for fire, rescue and EMS personnel to be able to quickly and efficiently
communicate In times of crisis has never been greater.

On behalf of the Maryland Fire ChiefsAssociation and our 950 members, who are
on the frontIines of fighting fires and ensuring the safety of Maryland cftIzens and
emergency personnel everyday, we're writing to urge the FCC Commission to approve
the Consensus Plan to prevent radio interference to pubnc safety communications
systems.

The FCC Chairman has said this Is a top priority for the FCC. The FCC has
committed to all fire fighters to address this serious topic, and as time passes, our
danger from this problem continues to grow.

The Consensus Plan Is the only proposal before the FCC that addresses this
difficulty directly, and is the only proposition that has the support of America's leading
public safety organizations. including:

• The Intemational Association of Fire Chiefs
• Association of Public Safety Communications OffIcials
• The International Association of Chiefs of Police
• Major City and County Sheriff's Associations

Together with the private sector members of the Consensus Plan, more than 90
percent of effected licensees in the 800MHz band agree this Is the finest way to work out
this problem for public safety now. The Consensus Plan requires no public money and
cost taxpayers nothing.

- --._---
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We cannot afford to wait any longer. Our Officers and members hope the FCC will
approve this plan soon, so we can get on with the process of rebanding and conect this
communications problem.

Sine.e~.

~en7~r.
VICe President

00: Senator Sarbanes
Senator Mikulski
Representative Gilchrest
Representative Ruppersberger
Representative cardin
Representative Wynn
Representative Hoyer
Representative Barlett
Representative Cummings
Representative Van Hollen
FCC Chainnan Powell
FCC CommissionerAbernathy
FCC Commissioner Adelstein
FCC Commissioner Copps
FCC Commissioner Martin
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Linda M.'Schuett, County Attorney

County Executive Janet S. OWens

2660 RivaRoad. 4th Floor
P.O. Box 6675

, Annapolis. Muyland 21401
410-222-7888

July 29, 2003

VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL

Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary
Federal Commwii.cations Commission
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Re: Exparte, WTDocketNo. 02-55, WTDocketNo. 02-100

Dear Ms. Dortch:

Anne Arundel County, Maryland (the "County'') hereby submits these commentS for the
F~eral Communications Commission's (the "Commission") iecord in WT Docket No. 02..55. A
copyisalso providedfor WT DocketNo. 02-l00, concerningthe County'swireless sitingordinance.

The County has been an active participant in this important proceeding, which seeks
permanent solutions to ongoing interference between commercial mob~e radio' service ("CMRS'')
providers and public safety communications systems in the 800 MHZ band.1 Because the County
has experienced first-hand CMRS-public safety interference to its mission-critical public safety
telecommunications system, the County files these coIilmeIits,to both update the Commission on '
continuing interference in the County and to clarify its position with respect to implementing an
effective permanent solution.

The County's public safety communications system, heavily used by police and law
eiiforcementofficials acrosS the County, has experiencedharmful interference from CMRS providets
for approximately five years. The County has attempted a variety of means to lessen the harmful
impact of the 'interference. For example, the County has contacted the Commission for technical
assistance; worked with its equipment vendorMotorola; obtainednewer, more interference-resistant
public safetyreceivers; hired an engineering fum to identifyproblem areas; and worked, albeit with

The Countyhas filed comments in conjunction with other public safetyjurisdictions across
the country, stich as San Diego City and County, the District of COlumbia and the City of
Philadelphia, among others. SeeComments filed bythe Public SafetyImprovement.Coalition, dated
May 6,2002, August 7, 2002 and Febniary 10, 2003. '

Facsimile: 410-222-7835 www.aacounty.Org MBll Stop: 9401

R.ec)'cled' Paper
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varying degreesofsuccess, with the CMRS carriers that are contributing to the interference: Nextel,
Verizon, and Cingu1ar~ .

While Nextel contributes to the interference at a majority ofsites, Cingular, the Cellular A
carrier in the County, also contributes to CMRS-public safetyinterference at a large numberofsites.
Verizon, the Cellular B carrier in the County, also contributes at several sites.. Co-locations by
various combinations ofthese carriers, which we have encouraged to avoid tower proliferation in
the County, have the unintended side effectofmaking interference reSolution more difficult;

. In any event, site-by site technical r:nodifications at the"impacting CMRS sites are not the
most effective or timely way to mitigate' interference. First, site-by-site steps are reactive - often
occ1JI'1iJlg only after interference incidents, which jeopardize County petsonnel and the public they
serve~2 Secon~ site-by-site testing and resolution is time consuming and costly, redirectssc~e
County (and carrier) resources from primary responsibilities and are, at best, only temporary
mitigation measures. For example, minor subsequent changes byCMRS carriers necessary to meet
the growing service requiI:ements orour citizens can sometimes eliminate the benefitS of other
technical measures taken at the sites, requiring yet anotherround ofsite-by-site testing and technic.al

l

modifiCations. Given the continuing growth ofdemand for wireless commumcationsservices, we
suspect that the situation will reach the point that site-by-site technical modifications will no longer
be·effective. I

We may-already have reached that point in the County. .Expecting commercial carriers to
nia.iD.tain a: static environmentover the long-term is increasinglyunrealistic and unworkable; As the

, provided data shows, despite the cOntinuing efforts ofthe CMRS carriers, interference is not being
successfully mitigated at every site even though we have been working on some ofthese sites for

, years. Those that are temporarily lessened are certainly not permanently resolved.

Creating sufficient separation between the County's 800 MHZ frequencies and the CMRS
carriers' frequencies is the best method to permanentlyresolve the interference we arefacing today.
The current adjacent and interleaved spectrum environment ofthe 800 MHZ band including both
public safety channels in the middle ofthe 800 MHZ band and the NPSPAC channe~higher in the
band adjacent to both Nextel and Cingular, mak-es it impossible to achieve this separation; Until
the spectrum is "de-interleaved" and the disparate technologies 1,lSed by CMRS carriers and public
safety systems are separat~ we cannot predict every possible "dead" spot" caused by our
incompatible systems and our public safety personnel will be at risk. .

The Commissionmust take prompt and decisive action to resolve this ongoing vitalissue for
public safetyoperators. One proposal for Commission consideration is the Consensus Parties' plan
for realignment, a broad based solution to the problems facing the 800 MHZ band that includes a
spectrum realignment component. The Consensus Parties' plan would separate,public safety bigh
site systems and low-site CMRS systems through a band realignment - thereby reducing

. substantially theprobabilityof1Mproducts falliilg on public safety channels. Under this plan, those

The need to be proactive 'in avoiding interference before it starts is a principal reason the
County adopted the wireless siting ordinance challenged by Cingular and other carriers.

Facsirru1c: 410-222-7835 www.aacounty;org Mail Stop: 9401
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radios that are experiencing interference due to Out ofBand Emissions ("DOBEr') will be able to
achieve the spectral separation necessary for improved operation in urbanized areas.

The Consensus Parties' 'plan isn't perfect and we have concerns about its possible
implementation. These include funding for realignment across the nation, NPSPAC relocation and
the current deployment of a Vehicle Repeater System (''VRS"), which currently requires greater
separation than~e Consensus Parties' plan's realignment ofpublic safety operationswould appear
to provide. The Consensus Parties' plan, however, presents a spectrum realignment proposal that
attacks the heart of the interference problem and proposes a potentially workable solution for the
County, ifthese outstanding issues can be resolved. .

TheCountyhas takenresponsibilityto improve its communications system, bothitscoverage
and· robustness, to help protect its citizens. Interference mitigation is a·benefit of the County's
planned improved System. As preViously-reported, the County has engaged in negotiations with
Nextel for an exchange offrequencies that will put the County in a position to build this more robust
syStem. Exchanging frequencies and building such a system., however, will not by itselfsolve the
interference problems we experience today.

The proposed frequency exchange will relocate the County's channels from·the interleaved
middle portion of the 800 MHZ band to slightlylower in the 800 MHZ band. 'We will still be
interleaved and nearby to Nextel's operations and are still close to cellular carriers' operations. The
exchange, however, will permit the County to increase the nUmber ofsites it operates and license
its sites at the power levels it requires to operate more robustly. In today's co-channel licensing
environment, with non-County licensees on the County's cbamlels as close as SS Iililes away, the
County's current 800 MHZ frequencies will not allow it to expmd its existing four-site system to
the additional sites necessary to increase its coverage throughout the County. Theproposed
frequency exchange with Nextel, however, will allow this to occur. The proposed frequency swap
will improve our spectIUm access and thereby our coverage; by itself: however, it cannot eliminate·
interinodulation hits. on Anne Anuidel County channels or limit cellular OOBE sufficiently to
eliminate all interference.

The frequency swap is intended only as one step in a broader interference resolution effort~

The swap with Nextel gives the County access to channels it can Use to improve its public safety
radio commuDications syStem both in termsofcoverage and reliability. While this is apositive step,
apermanentinterference solutionrequires de-mterleaving the channels used for noise-limitedpublic
safety systems from those allocated for high.;.c~pacity, low-site cellular systems.

Our ex parte filing of July 17, 2003 described that even under a ''best case" scenario 
including new and improved radio equipment, completion of the frequency swap with Nextel and
puild out ofa new and more robust communications system,as well as continued ''Best Practices"
and mitigation measures with County CMRS carriers, intractable interference to ourpublic safety
system will remain.3 This is unacceptable to the County and must be rectified by a comprehensive
solution to the interference problems faced by public safety across the Nation.

See the County's ex parte filing dated July 17, 2003 in·WT Docket 02-100.

FacsilTiilc: 410-222-7835 www.aacounty.org Mail Stop: 940i
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We believe that the Commission has an extensive record in which to make a decision in this
vital matter. Furtherdelayrisks the lives ofourpublic safetypersonnel and ourcitizens. We request
thatour views be placed in the COmmlssion's .docket for consideration in this matter and that the
Commission issue a decision as soon as· possible.

Should the Commission have any questions or need additional infomiation, please·contact
the·undersigned.

Sincerely,

~~.
Linda M. Schuett
County Attorney

Facsimile: 410-222-7835 www.aacountv.org Mail Stop: 9401 .

Recycled Paper



)

Richard Woodwar(J
9 Linwood Court, Bel Air, MD 21014-3937

November 4,2003 6:50 PM

Docket Number WT 02-55: I support the Consensus Plan

I support the Consensus Plan that is before the FCC. It is fully consistent with the state of
readiness and the public trust that first responders champion every day. The adoption will
virtually eliminate the persistent and dangerous problem of the ever-increasing numbers
of cell phones interfering with our communications systems. Most importantly, it gives
first responders additional spectrum for clear, reliable communications and a platform to
meet their interoperability requirements. The Consensus Plan helps set the stage for
implementing the communications networks required to protect the communities we
serve.

Mitigation approaches are shortsighted, short-term solutions that inevitably will reduce
first responders' effectiveness and put lives at risk. The Consensus Plan solves the
economic, techilical and policy problems associated with the current banding for public
safety -- and it also makes room for future needs. By approving this plan, the FCC will be
acting in the best interests of our society and putting public safety first.

I have signed this petition in support of the Consensus Plan because I believe that thls
issue needs to be resolved immediately and I urge the FCC to approve the Consensus
Plan without delay.

Sincerely,

Richard Woodward
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EDWARD J. MARKEY
7TH Dt8TRlCTi MAssACHUSETTS

ENERGY AND cOMMERCE COMMITTEE
RANKING MEMBER

SUBCOMMI1TEE ON
T.ELECOMMUNICA110NS AND

.. TIfE INTERNET

) SELECT COMMITTEE ON .
HOMElAND SECURITY

RESOURCES COMMITTEE

((ongrt~~ of tbt _nittb ~tatt5

.: 1!)o~e of ~eptesentatibts
mta..,tngton, J)~ 20515-2107

December 18, 200j

2108 RAYBURN HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING
WASHINGTON. DC 20516-2107 .

(202) 22&-2836

DISTRICT OFFICES:

5 HIGH STREET. sum;;01
MEDFORD. MA 02155

(781)396-2800

188 CONCORD STREET. SUITE 102
. FRAMINGHAM. MA 01702 .

(508) 876-2900
WWW.hOU88.gov/markey

)

The Honorable Michael K. Powell
Chairman,.Federal Communications ·Commission .
445 12th Street, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Mr. Chairmait:

I am writing With respect to public.safety communications. In particular, I wish to .
oomnient upon the ·Commission's public IntereSt responsibility in assuring public safety
.·entities that :they possess the spectrum resources requisite for performing their important
duties for communities around the,country. .

As you well know, the Congress has actedin a number ofinstances in recent
years to address the telecommumcatl()ns needs ofpublic safety entities.
Congress enact~ In 1997, budget-related provisions directiJ:lg the Coinmission to set
aside.:certain spectnJIn for·future law enforcement use; in 1999, Congress enacted·P.L.
106-81, which established 911 as the ubiquitous emergency number nationally and
promoted the development in the States ofenhanced 911 capabilities and related

. . ·func1;ioilS; and most recently, both House and Senate this session have passed grant
program ·authorizations to assist pubnc safety answering points in handling wireless calls.
Hopefully this last measure will··see. quick legislative action in the upcoming session.

·Without question, it is incumbenfupon Congress to do even more to assist public
··safety entities, especially in the area ofbasic funding assistance for the communicationS
infrastructure ·and interoperability requirements ofpublic safetymtities. Yet while
Congress still has1mpoItant work to do in this !ll"ea.; the Commission :has the ability to
·assist publi~ safety in a: :critical important area, namely the short and iong-term spectrum
·needs ofvublic safety entities. .

. . buring the August recess, I hosted a meeting in my.congressional district which
was attended by ·dozens ofpoUce~d fue ·chiefs for local and regional authorities, FEMA

.. ~d state law enforcement ·entitles. At this meeting is quickly became:Clear that
ii1tenel~n¢e mitigation, ·interoperability, and the l~ng-teriil emergency communications·
Teq~entsof~~se jurisdictions·were key concerns. As Terence Reardon, Chiefofthe
Revere, Massaqhusetts, P.olice Department mentioned in a 'letter 'recently, one key
problem is that'~e technologies used 'l>y ,public safety and commercial wireless entities
are mismatche<fwith ·one another when they are located on channels close to ~ach other.

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER
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The.Honorable Michael K. Powell
December 1'8," 2003
P~geTwo

The result:· hazardous and risky iIiterference, which causes distortoo·andjumbled
commurfications and prev.entS our public safety officials from doing their job."

I understand. the 'Commission is currently COIl$idering proposals to resolve some
ofthese issues,. including the so-called "Consensus Plan." I have·been contacted in
support ofthis ,plan by the North Eastern Massachusetts Law Enforcement Couilcil, the
.Metropolitan Law Enforcement Counci1~. and the ·Greater Boston Police Council, in .
additioJi:to manyiildividua1local chlefs.ofpolice and.firedepartments in eastern
Massachusetts: Collectively these entities represent over 400 law enforcement .
jurisdictions and thousands ofuriiformed first r~sponders.

The·Consei1sus Plan is a laudable, pro-active attempt to address key issues
.. affecting public safety entities. I encourage the Commission to utilize the policy

blueprint offered by the·Plan.as a basis to resolve. outstandiilg issues in a timely~er.
Thank you in advancefor your time ·and attention to these important public safety
·spectrum issues,.which 1know you agree.go to the.heart of the Co~ssion's mission.

Sincerely,

~j/
Edward J. Marker(" ,
Ranking Democrat
House Subcommittee on

·Teleconimunicationand the· Internet .
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Chairiiiin·Michael Powell
Federal Communications Commission
44S'1'Wbll'th street,N.W.-:---- --- _ .. - :-- .-
Washjngton, DC 20554 .

Dear Chairina'n Powell,

I Write todaY..to urge you to take action regarding the pressing problem ofpublic safety iliterference in. the 800 MHz "
spectrum.

.;.:. ... As Mayor of a.. CitYof.moretiiaii s60:ocibpeOpli,.nmow..ii.ow1ID.PortiIii it is;in tUnes ·ofemergencyana everYday;'::· .~ r .=.'.
" ,for oui-public safety officials to be able to communi,cate clearly and reliably. Without the ability to communicate

. 'when they need to, our first responders plac~ themsel~es and the safety ofthe communities they serve at risk.. .

.---- --·~··futh~~;·~f.~sachUsetts;'where'interfererite-r~h;;~mcid~ri~~~~b~~;6p~;d-~·.9-ef..fue~~~t~~i~iO~'~~=- -::::..=.~.~-~~~=:
. Congressional districts, public safetyint¢eience fs-aii especially pervasive - and therefore, troublilig - problem. ~ . ,. . .

")t I

After t~searching.the YlI.riolis·prop6sed ~'~luticinS; t fe~l·tliat.the·Co~e~.~l8I!- ~ ~e 'Qn1y ~a;l;lic; .so~ti9F- tq .:... '...
alleViate the'problemsof.futef:f"erence.ili"tlie puolic safety..:spettniDl. The Consensus Plan also provides ac;lditional'
spectrom to public safetY and offers a future.p1atfomj:-f~r communications networks that are.needed to protect our
commUnities.. pernaps·i:POsi iii:lpoitmt to 'my. co:ilStituentS, thill'plall,is fu,llY.f\mded and will no~ i;mpose any burden:
on the taxpayer comiIlUnity•._ .. .~ . . .. . . . .

• _ •• -_.- - ----_.- . _c. ._ ..._ ._•• ..,; __••

-. , . .'The-ili~ti~6 'plans, while adIirir'apl~ effofu, seem to ito!> Sbortof"iiie'proa~tive and compi:ehenif~e: ~~i-iici:':oi:--. -'.-:-:~--:." .
.' - ·,·-tliea5nsensusPIaJiO - . --'-, '-"" -......-.~ -.-:-,..,.--.--'---.---.-------.

._, - ._-- .- - _..--- -_. - ../ . - -"'''' _.. --_.. -_ ..:.__ ..
• _. - ~ -- • ... • • - • .... • • .1 __ ... • .. • •

- .. _.~ It"is'fortiiat reason tliai1 woUld ii'ke:ici:-goonthe'record' iiisUpporfofthe ConseDSliS Plan 'as tlie s·61il1,i6p.-to.~~':'" : ..:., .~_ ...~'.' :-.~',.
- oni~iiig i?tei:!'ei:~n~e p!oble#i !n the. 8:00~ band.' ., .. , . . '

Resp=' 'mitte~ . .
'/- .....~' .

- Tho~ iv.1:: MeDino -_ '._- .._.. ...: - - . ..
_,M~YQr bfBostOli~~_~=_-~ ~~~ ~~'....., _..

cc~ CoinInissioner Abernathy .
cOmmissioner Adeisiein .
CODmnssioner 'COpps
cCinnirissfoner Martlil

...
The HOliorable Edward K6mi.edy
315 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 10510

The Honorable John Kerry D-MA'
304 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington,.DC 20510

BosTON CITY HALL • ONE CITY HALL PLAZA • BOSTON' MASSACHUSETTS 02201 • 617/635-4000
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ChiefPaul Thibault, Chainnan
Burlington Fire Department
21 Center Street, Burlington MA 01803
(781) 270-1925 Fax (781) 270·1930

Robert E. Doherty, Coordinator
26 Beacon Street

Woburn MA 01801
. (781) 933·5182

Chief John Nash, Chairman Metrofire Radio
Winchester Massachusetts Fire Department
32 Mount Vernon Street
Winchester MA 01890

Please help us reduce the pot~ntial for a tragedy caused by radio inteiierence.

As a public safety official, representing 34 fir~ departments in Massachusetts, I would like
to bring to your attention an important issue that deeply impacts this state and our . I

country as a whole. The issue is public safety radio interference - a problem in serious
need of a solution. Public safety communications systems and commercial wireless
operations are located on adjacent and.intermingled channels in the 800 MHz spectrum
band, resulting in hazardous and risky Interference which causes lost communications
and prevents our firefighters from doing their job safely and effectively.

There is a plan currently under consideration before the Federal Communications
Commission that realigns the current cluttered licensing of 800 MHz systems into
separate blocks of speCtrum for public safety and cellular wireless carriers. This plan will
virtually eliminate public safety interference, provide additional spectrum to public safety
and offer a future platform for communications networks that are needed to protect our
communities all at no cost to Massachusetts residents or the American taxpayer..

The plan is known as the Consensus Plan and is the only proactive and comprehensive
solution to this treacherous problem. Implementing the Consensus Plan would not cost
taxpayers any money.. As a public safety professional, I express my support for the
Consensus Plan and strongly urge you and your agency to quickly approve this practical
pro-active solution.· ..

Your attention to this matter is greatly appreciated. Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

ARLINGTON

BELMONT

BOSTON

BRAINTREE

BROOKLINE
BURLINGTON

CAMBRIDGE

CHELSEA

DEDHAM

EVE.RETT
LEXINGTON

LYNN

MALDEN
. MASSPORT

')~ MEDFORD
. , MELROSE

MILTON
.NEEDHAM

NEWTON

QUINCY

R!;ADING
REVERE

SAUGUS

SOMERVILLE

STONEHAM

WAKEFIELD

WALTHAM
.WATERTOWN

.. WELLESLEY

WESTON

WEYMOUTH

WINCHESTER

WINTHROP

WOBURN

Michael K. Powell
Chairman; Federal Communications Commission
44512th Street, SW, Room 8-8201
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Powell:

RE: Docket 02-55

)~

Copies to: Senator Edward M. Kennedy Senator John F. Kerry
Congressman Edward J. Markey Congressman Barney Frank
Congressman John F. Tierney Congressman Michael Capuano
Congressman Stephen F. Lynch Congressman William Dellahunt
Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary, Federal Communications Commission
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CITY OF CAMBRIDGE
FI·RE DEPARTMENT
ISO Class 1 Fire Department

" HEADQUARTERS
491 BROADWAY, CAMBRIDGE, MA. 02138

GERALD R. REARDON
CHIEFOF DEPARTMENT

JOHN J. O'DONOGHUE
ASSISTANT CHIEF

November 12, 2003

VIA ELECTRONIC FlUNG

Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary
Federal Communications Commission

< 445 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC"20554 "

(617) 349-4974
F~(617)349-4999

)~
Re: Support for the Consensus Plan for 800 MHz Realignment

Ex Parte, WT Docket No. 02~55" "

Dear Ms. Dortch:

The City of Cambridge Massachusetts op'erates an 800 MHz Public
Safety trunked- 'radio system providing critical public safety communications for
police, fire, emergency medical; HAZMAT, bomb units and various city
departments' personnel. We· are actively following this vital proceeding for public
safety and request that our views be considered as Cambridge' has and
continues to "experience interference. issues that plague our communications
system. . .

. '

First responders in the City of Cambridge througho!Jt'Massachusetts and
across the Nation are increasingly' at risk because their public safety radio
'communications are vulnerable to interference from cellular phones. As cellular
usage increases, the constant addition of cellular sites the risk of garbled" or
blocked police, fire and other public safety communications increases; First
responders also urgently need more 800 MHz spectrum to have "interoperable"
communications among police and firefighters and" arnong neighboring
jurisdictions. Fortunately, a solution' is available. "



)

)~

The City of Cambridge is constantly expending time, and resources to
tracking and, dealing with interference issues. The sad reality is that although
working with Nextel we can mitigate to a certain degree thes~ issues; the bottom
line is we cannot under the present frequency allocation eliminate these
problems. My worst scenario is having a public safety member seriously injured
or sLiffer a fatality do to this situation. We need your assistance to mitigate this
situation at your level. .

, The Federal Communications Commission has before it a "Consensus
Plan" that would address cellular/public safety, radio interference problems and
provide more of the spectrum that first responders urgently need for radio
communications. We support the Consensus Plan along with the Association of
PUblic-Safety Communications Officials-Intemational, Inc.; the 'Intemational
Association of Fire Chiefs, Inc. and Intemational Municipal Signal Association;
the International Association of, Chiefs of Police, the Major Cities. Chiefs '
Association; the Major County Sheriffs' Association; and the' National, Sheriffs"

,Association. The FCCmyst adopt the Consensus Plan expeditiously in its public
safety spectrum rulemaking,WT Docket No. '02-55.

, .

The Consensus Plan offers the only real, near-term solution to existing
public safety radio problems. , The Plan provides a comprehensive solution th~t

addresses interference to public safety systems, allocates additional spectrum
for public safety needs, provides private funding to compensate 'licensees that
hlay need to relocate to new channels as the result of the Plan, and ensures that
all affected licensees receive equivalent replacement spectrum as part of the
spectrum swaps called for .by the Consensus Plan.

Other proposals that have been made to the FCC faU far short and must
be rejected. The UTC/cellular "plan" ignores the problems faced by public safety
communicators and suggests,that case-by-case, after.:.the-fact solutions could be
found once interference manifests itself. Responding only after-the-fact to the
problems affecting time-critical public safety services is not acceptable, .since a

.single interference incident can jeopardize the lives of emergency personnel and
the citizens they serve. .

Section 1 of the Communications Act of 1934, provides. that the FCC' is to
"promote safety of life and property through the use of' wire and radio
communication." The Consensus Plan would greatly advcmce this vital' objective.
It has been over sixteen months. since the FCC began its public safety spectrum
proceeding and over one year since the Consensus Plan was submitted.

.Supporters 'of the Consensus Plan have recently addressed the remaining
implementation details associated with the Plan. There is no reason for the FCC,
to postpone action any further. . '

We' urge the FCC to resolve the issues facing the public safety community
expeditiously and adopt the terms of the Consensus Plan. We appreciate your
help and stress that a serious interference incident can and will OCcur, our

I •



collective goal is to remediate this situation as quickly as possible to' protect our
public safety personnel to the best of our ability. . I'

. Sincere.IY:. <7">. . (). .
r-0·"--O~n~·\~
'~.-Reardon .

Chief of Department
Radio Systems Engineer

CC I Senator Edward M. Kennedy
Senator John F. Kerry
Representative John Tierney
Representative Michael Capuano
Representative Edward Markey



;THOMAS G. AMBROSINO
Mayor

The Cf/yof REVERE, MA$SACHUSETIS
POLICE DEPARTMENT

Terence K. Reardon • CHIEF OF POLICE
23 PLEASANT STREET. REVERE. MA 02151

(781) 284-1212 FAX (781) 286-8328

Michael K. Powell
.Chairman, Federal Communications Commission
44512th Street, SW, Room 8-8201
Washington, DC 20554

RE: Docket 02-55

November 10, 2003

Dear Chairman Powell:

As a public safety officiql in Massachusetts, I would like to bring to y~ur attention'
an important issue that deeplyimpacts ~his state and our country as a whole.
The issue is pUblic safety radio interference - a problem in serious n~d of a
solution. Public safety communications systems and commercial wireless
operations'are located on adjacent andinterrningled channels in the 800 MHz
spectrum band: 'The problem is that the technologies used by public safety and
commercial wireless entitiesI are mismatched with one anotherwhen they are
located on channels c1ose~to each other. The result: hazardous arid risky
interference, which causes distorted and jumbled communications and prevents
our public safety officials from doing their job; .

There is a plan currently under consideration ·before the Federal
Communications Commission that realigns the current cluttered.licensing of 800
MHz systems into separate blocks ofspectrum for public safety and cellular
wireless carriers. This plan will virtually eliminate public safety interference,
provide ad~itional spectrum to.public safety and offer a future platform for'
communications networks that are needed to protect our communities all at no
cost to Massachusetts residents or the Ame·rican taxpayer~ .

, The plan is known as the Consensus Plan and is the only proactive and
comprehensive solution to, this treacherous problem. Implementing th~
Consensus Plan would not cost taxpayers any money. As a public safety ,
professional, I express.my support for the Consensus Plan and strongly urgeyou
and your agency to quickly approve this practical pro-active solution..

.Your attention to this matter is greatly appreciated and thank you for your
consideration. "

Sincerely,

. Terence K. Reardon
Chief, Revere Police Dept.



City ofSomervi.lle .
Police Department

220w__ S1net

.S..lIe, MA02143
(617) 625-1600

Gearge F. McLean
Chief IfPolice

November 24, 2003

VIA ELECTRONIC FILING
I

Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary .
Federal Communications Commission .
44512th Stre-et;-SW--·'---
Washington, DC 20554

Re: Support for the Consensus Plan for 800 MHz Realignment
Ex Parte, WT Docket No. '02-55 .

Dear Ms. Dortch:

•

The Commonwealth of Massachusetts operates an 800 MHz trunked radio system
providing critical public safety communications for police, fire and emergency

. personnel. We are actively following this vital proceeding for pUblic safety and
request that our views be considered.

First respo;ders in Massachusetts and across the Nation are increasingly at risk
because their public safety. radio communications are vulnerable to interference
from cellular phones. As cellular usage increases, the risk of garbled or 'blocked
.police. fire and other public safety communications increases. First responders
also urgently. need more 800 MHz 'spectrum to have "interoperable"
communications among police and firefighters and among neighboring

. jurisdictions. Fortunately, a solution is available.

The Federal Communications Commission has before it a "Consensus Plan"that
would address cellular/publicsafety radio interference problems and provide more
of the spectrum that first responders urgently need for radio communications. We
support the Consensus Plan along With the Association of Public-Safety

.Communications Officials-International, Inc.; the International Association of Fire
Chiefs, Inc. and International Municipal Signal Association; the International

. Association of Chiefs of Police, the Major Cities Chiefs Association; the Major
County Sheriffs' Association; and the National ,Sheriffs' Association. The FCC
must adopt the Consensus Plan expeditiously in its public safety spectrum
rulemaking,WT Docket No. 02-55.



)~

The Consensus Plan offers the only real, near-term solution to existing public
safety. radio .problems.. The Plan provides a comprehen;sive solution that
addresses interference to pUblic safety systems, allocates additionar spectrum for
public safety needs, provides. private funding to compensate licensees that may
need to relocate to new channels as the result of the Plan, and ensures that all
affected licensees receive equivalent replacement spectrum as part of the
spectrum swaps called for by the Consensus Plan.· . .

Other proposals that have been made to 'the FCC fall far short and must be
. rejected. The UTC/cellular "plan" ignores the problems fa~d by public safety
communicators and suggests that case-by-case, after-the-fact solutions could be
found once interference manifests itself. Responding only after-the-fact. to the
problems affecting time-critical public safety services is not acceptable, since a
single interference-incident carl jeopardize the lives of emergency personnel and
the citizens they serve. .

Section t of the Communications' Act of t 934, provides that the FCC is to
"promot[e]. safety of life· anq property. through the use of wire and radio
communication." .The Consensus Plan would greatly advance this vital objective.
It has been over sixteen months since the. FCC began its public safety spectrum
proceeding and over one year since the Consensus Plan was submitted.
Supporters of the Corisen~us Plan have recently addressed the remaining
implementation details associated with the Plan. There is no reason for the FCC
to postpone action any further. -

We urge the FCC to resolve the issues faCing the public safety community
expeditiously and adopt in full the terms of the Consensus Plan.

Sincerely,

George F. McLean
Chief of Police

cc Senator Edward M. Kennedy
Senator John F. Kerry
Congressman Michael E. Capuano
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JOHN J. THOMAS
CHIEF OF POLICE

chief@truropolice.org

)
\

'~STATEACCREDITED POLICE AGENCY"

December 3,2003

Marlene H. Dortch
Secretary
Federal Communications Commission

_ 445 Twelfth Street, S.W.
Washington; D.C. 20554

Re: WT 02·55 (Improving Public Safety Communications i~ the 800 MHz·Ba~d)

Madame Secretary, -

On behalf of the Truro Police Department, I would like to express our support for the Consensus
Plan as the solution for interference in the 800 MHz spectrum. Interference is a serious hazard. As a
twenty-nine year veteran and a current police chief in the Cape area, I have first-hand experience that
many times, radios are the lifeline for officers in the field, particularly in emergency and threatening
situations. '

The seriousness of the problem at hand cannot be dIminished. Interference 'Jot only impedes
the efficiency of first responders by losing time and hindering coordination, but also puts their lives - and
the lives they have vowed to protect - in jeopardy..

The Consensus Plan -is theOrily solution -that addresses the severity of this situation. The plan
would give public safety professionals a dedicated portion of radio spectrum, thereby Virtually eliminating
interference. All of the other proposals offer only a temporary fix to a situation that is in desperate need of
a permanent solution.

Therefore, I urge you to do'the right thing for public safety. Please implement the Consensus
Plan now.

Sincerely,

John J. Thomas
Chief of Police

Copy to: SenatorKennedy

Senator Kerry
Congressman Delahunt
FCC Chairrtlan Powell
FCC Commissioner Abernathy
FCC Commissioner Martin
FCC Commissioner Copps
FCC Commissioner Adelstein

344 Route 6, Post Office Box 995, Truro, Massachusetts 02666·0995
50~-487-8730 www.truropolice.prg



November 20, 2003

VIA ELECTRONIC FILING

Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
44512th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

I Re: Support for the Consensus Plan for 800 MHz Realignment
Ex Parle, WT DocketNo. 02-55

Dear Ms. Dortch:

The [Locale], [state] operates an 800 MHz trunked radio system providing
critical public safety communications for police, fire and emergency personnel.
We are actively following this vital proceeding for public safety and request· that
our views be considered.

First responders in [state] and across the Nation are increasingly at risk
because their public safety radio communications are vulnerable to interference
from cellular phones. As cellular usage increases, the risk of garbled or blocked
police, fire and other public safety communications increases. First responders
also urgently need more 800 MHz spectrum to have "interoperable"
communications among police and firefighters and among neighboring
jurisdictions. Fortunately, a solution is available.

The Federal Communications Commission has before it a "Consensus
Plan" that would address cellular/public safety radio interference problems and
provide more of the spectrum that first responders urgently need for radio
communications. We support the Consensus Plan along·with the Association of
Public-Safety Communications. Officials-International, Inc.; the International
Association of Fire Chiefs, Inc. and International Municipal Signal Association;
the International Association of Chiefs of Police, the Major Cities Chiefs
Association; the Major County Sheriffs' Association; and the National Sheriffs'
Association. The FCC must adopt the Consensus Plan expeditiously in its public
safety spectrum rulemaking, WT Docket No. 02-55,

The Consensus Plan offers the only real, near-term solution to existing
public safety radio problems. The Plan provides a comprehensive solution that
addresses interference to public safety systems,allocates additional spectrum for
public safety needs, provides private funding to compensate licensees that may



...~

need to relocate to new channels as the result of the Plan, and ensures that all
affected licensees receive equivalent replacement spectrum as part of the
spectrum swaps called for bythe Consensus Plan.

Other proposals that have been made to the FCC fall far short and must
be rejected. The UTC/cellular "plan" ignores the problems faced by public safety
communicators and suggests that case-by-case, after-the-fact solutions could be
found once interference manifests itself. Responding only after-the,,:,fact to the
problems affecting time-critical public safety services is not acceptable, since a
single interference incident can jeopardize the lives of emergency personnel and
the citizens they serve.

Section 1 of the Communications Actof 1934, provides that the FCC is to
"promote safety of life and property through the use bf wire and. radio
communication.n The Consensus Plan would greatly advance this vital objective.
It has been over sixteen months since the FCC began its public safety, spectrum

. proceeding andover one year 'since the Consensus Plan was submitted.
Supporters of the Consensus Plan have recently addressed the remaining
implementation details associated with the Plan. There is no reason for the FCC
to postpone action any further.

We urge the FCC to resolve the issues facing the public safety community
expeditiously and adopt infl.;J11 the terms of the Consensus Plan.

Sincerely,

Chief Gerard Dio
Worcester Fire Department
City of Worcester



FR"""'K A. GIUBERTJ, JR.
Chu/cj'lJepuro:mmt

MEDFORD FIRE DEPARTi\1ENT

120 Main Sueet:

Medford, Massachusetts 02155-4510

Emergency - 911
Business (781) 396·9400

Fire Prevention (781) 396-9831

December 4, 2003

F.t0C: (iSt} 396-4377
TDD: Ci8]) 395-7587

Ir

)

Marlene Dortch, Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

RE: \\r'T Docket Number 02-55

Dear Madame Secretary:

I write to eJ..-press my concern about interference to public safety radios in the 800
MHz band. My fellow f...refighters are eA.'"Pcriencing interference on their radios. Though
this may be a seemingly benig;n problem, it critically impacts our ability to serve the
comrmmities we have vowed to protect.

As someone who is all too familiar with what can happen when communications fajl, I
am hopeful that the Commission will adopt the Consensus Plan to reaiign tbe 800 MHz
spectrum- the oniy fully-funded and viable solution to the problem of interference. The
Consensus Pian will allow our department, as well as public safety departments
throughout the United States, to regain sustained and uninterrupted access to the wireless
spectrum.

I urge you to take the correct course of action to resolve this pressing problem and
give first responders the tools we need to do our jobs right.

Respectfully,

/

CC: 1i'epresentative Edward Markey
5 High Street, Suite 101
Medford, MA 02155

"Sprinkler- SysUmJ and Smoke DeteC{ors S(Jve Lit,I'S'-

Frank A. Giliberti, Jr.
Chief ofDepartment

"Fire Prtve?lcilJfi is Pro·AaiVf"
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Philip Sortin
40 Hartwell Avenue, Lexington, MA 02421·3132

November 9, 2003 12:08 PM

Docket Number WT 02-55: I support the Consensus Plan

I support the Consensus Plan that is before the FCC. It is fully consistent with the state of
readiness and the public trust that first responders champion every day. The adoption will
virtually eliminate the persistent and dangerous problem ofthe ever-increasing numbers
of cell phones interfering with our communications systems. Most importantly, it gives
first responders additional spectrum: for clear, reliable communications and a platform to
meet their interoperabilityrequirements. The Consensus Plan helps set the stage for
implementing the communications networks required to protect the communities we
serve.

Mitigation approaches are shortsighted, short-term solutions that inevitably will reduce
first responders' effectiveness and put lives at risk. The Consensus Plan solves the
economic, technical and policy problems associated with 1he current banding for public
safety -- and it also makes room for future needs. By approving 1his plan, the FCC will be
acting in 1he best interests of our society and putting public safety first.

I have signed 1his petition in support of1he Consensus Plan because I believe that 1his
issue needs to be resolved immediately and I urge the FCC to approve the Consensus
Plan without delay.

Sincerely,

Philip Sortin



ifIil.tIeton ~nli.t.eJJlellartm.enf

20 FOSTER sTREEi • LITTLETON, MA 01460·1540 • TELEPHONE (978) 952·2300 • FAX; (978) 952·2320

JohnM. Kellv
crW,f or'POIJC'E

Matthew J. King
UE1JTENANT

December 16, 2003

Michael K. Powell
Chairman, Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW, Room 8-B201
Washington, DC 20554

RE: Docket 02-55

Dear Chairman Powell:

As a public safety official in Massachusetts, I would like to bring to your attention an important issue that deeply impacts this
state and our country as a whole. The issue is public safety radio interference - a problem in serious need ofa solution. Public
safety communications systems and commercial wireless operations are located on adjacent and intermingled channels in the 800
MHz spectrum band. The problem is that the technologies used by public safety and commercial wireless entities are

) mismatched with one another when they are located on channels close to each other. The result: hazardous and risky
. ' interference, which causes distorted and jumbled communications and prevents our public safety officials from doing their job.

There is a plan currently under consideration before the Federal Communications Commission that realigns the current cluttered
licensing of 800 MHz systems into separate blocks of spectrum for public safety and cellular wireless carriers. This plan will
virtually eliminate public safety interference, provide additional spectrum to public safety and offer a future platform for
communications networks that are needed to protect our communities all at no cost to Massachusetts residents or the American
taxpayer.

The plan is known as the Consensus Plan and is the only proactive and comprehensive solution to this treacherous problem.
Implementing the Consensus Plan would not cost taxpayers any money. As a public safety professional, I express my support
for the Consensus Plan and strongly urge you and your agency to quickly approve this practical pro-active solution.

Your kind attention to this matter is greatly appreciated, I would like to thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Chief John M. Kelly
Littleton (MA) Police Department
978-952-2300

),

cc: The Honorable Edward Kennedy, US Senate
The Honorable John Kerry, US Senate
The Honorable Martin Meehan, US House of Representatives
Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary, Federal Communications Commission
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Marlene Dortch, Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S W
Washington, 0 C 20554

Dear Madame Secretary,

f 12 2003

- .___ I

WT Dock~t Number: 02-55

, ,

l.am.wntm9 today. to urgeyou to take_a.ctlon regardlngthe.presslng_probJem.of public
safety Interference in the 800 MHz spectrum.

As a fire chief, I know how Importantrtis, in times of emergency and everyday, for first
responders to be able to communicate clearly and reliably. Without the ability to
communicate-whenwe need to; we'put both ourselves and the communities we protect
at risk .

(

The -,Consensus Plan IS the only viable solution to alleViate the problems of Interference
: in the pubhcsafety spectrum By reailgnJng the spectrum, we will be solving the
Interference problem In a comprehensive and proactive way. The Consensus Plan also

,provides additional spectrum to public safety and offers a future platform for .
communications netWorks that are needed to protect our commUnities. Perhaps
equally Important. this plan IS fully funded and Will not impose any burden on taxpayers

It IS for that r~ason that I would like to go on the record In support of the Consensus
Plan as the solution to the ongoing Interference problem In the 800 MHz band. _

Sincerely, ,

7t;..L[~
Ch:;;;-~y E Farmer .
Coon Rapids Fire
11155 Robinson Dr NW
Coon Rapids, MN 55433-3761

CC
Representative Jim Ramstad
103 Cannon HOB
Washington, DC 20515



Ma...riene Dortch,~
Federal COmnnmit;ations Coomllssion
445L2th Stree4 S. W.
WaShIDgton, Do.C. 20554 w.r Docket Number 02-55

DearMadame Sec:reta:r.y,

I write today to~ you t9 tale actionr~ng the pressiag problem ofpubIic safety .
intetference m' the-Boo MJ:I~Sj?eetruin. 'I'hismterl'etenoo to public safety radios is a d.angermis .
rea1.~ f«?t mgt responders and tb:e oommtmities we proudlyp..."'Ot$tt. .

It~&d:nrore~350~Weiy~.:wm~mare:~tmsyear-the
'higDest Siiigle-yeat total to date.. As. youknow. thisint~Dyh~the abilityof'
public Sirlety offic:ia!s tg oo:tr.Jm1:1t1i~cleady, preventsfirefi~fromperfbIlning their jobs as

. ~"cl1 as they taD. and Shbuld. '!'IDs 1lU1:S lives at risk. .

.Ilmow that there are othet proposals to t~vetheproh1emoffuteITet-em.e at$00 MHz. H~"
looked at these% hO'w-e\ter" I feel that the Conse:nws Plan repres.e:i:lts the mOst lasting and proactive
somrlon to mterference, By reifigning thespe~j:ri.iliEe safetyirit~enceWillbe ,,-kmally
~' Thebo~ Plan also pto'l;1desa&aitiooal~ to public safetyfutfu:tm:e
romm'i.Ullearl.onsplatfortns, Pe~aps equally important; theCo~ Plan'is the oD1y plan that
is fu.Jky fu.OOed: -- imposing no COSt tothe publiC safetycom.mu:m.tyor' the Ameritm1~~,

Itk fur~t reaoon thAt I would~e to e.:qtress my StlpP<)1't of iil:lEi- Conse:m.""1:1S Plan and expreSs my
hopei:hat~ andyour colleagues do the same..

·. - ---
.... -:.;::."
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. Jones County Emergency Operations Centet·
'bone (601)428-3187 Fax (601)428-3635

Don McKlnnon
. Executive Director

,
Marlene H Dortch
Secretary ,
Federal Communications CommisSion·
44512'h Street, SW
Washmgton, DC 205.54

RE Docket02-55

Dear MsDortch

IRECEIVED &IN3PECTEO-\

1 AU{i·1 9 200:'

lF~C_. MAllR~C?M i·

.22 MasonSt
Laurel MS 39440

i1 .»

I

I Richard Ellzey would like to express my contmued support for the "Consensus Plan" filed by public·
safety organizations, private wirelesS organizations, and Nextel.. t~ the above-refercmce proceeding
regarding mterference to 800 MHz public. safety systems .

Due to the problems 'weare experlencmg with other carners on the same frequency or adjacent frequencies
We have the mability to communicate with the use of portables on a COnllltant baSIS. Our Motorola 800
Mhz trunkmg system contmuously createl> diagnostic errors due t(j Illegal carrier signals. .

I feel that adoptmg this plan will cure the on gomg problem that we and other agencies deal With on a day
to day basil> I also believe that this plan WIll be a major step in the right directIOn for public 'lsf.ety !lY!ltems
to have their own 800 Mhz band .

Respectfully subm ,tied.
...~ty EmergencyOperallon~ Center

RiChard EII~'" .
Communications Technician

August Jt 2003 ..



Marlene Dortch, Secretary
Federal CommurncatibnsCommission
44£ 12th 'Street, s. W. .
W'ashfn!1ton, D.C. 20554 . WT Oocket Number 02-55

~''')
I

Dear Madame Secretary,

I am writing today to utgeysu to take acnon regarding the pressing problem of pubtW safety
interference Iii.the 800 MHz spedrUm. . .

iss. a fire ohlef, I know heM' important it is; in tl~ ofemer~cyand everyday, for first'
tesponders robe able to pomriluri~ dearly and' reJ.iably. Wlth~ the ability to ~mmtiliiCate
when· we need to, we put both ourselves and the communities. we protect at riSl'<.
. . -

.TheOonsensus Plan is the only viable solution to alleviate the problems Of liltertetence in the·
ptlbflc safety~. By realigning the Spe@1Jrn, we wilt be SdhrihQ the lnterr&ence~lem in
a oomprehenstve and proactive way.· The GcitlSensus Plan aiSo proVides additional spectrUm to
publ1c safety and offers a future pJatfQrm fQrcommtiJ')fcatlbnS netWOrks thai are needed wproteet
our oommunmes. remaps~Uy Important. thiS plan is fUlly funded and wm not irilpgse any . ..
burden on taxpayers. ' .

It IS for that reasan that I Woliid, rure to go'oo the 'record In support of the ConsensUs ?fan as the
solution to the ongoing i~nee,problem lr:'- the 800 Ml-tt band.' .

~
... y" .'

.......~

Chi~f~ 'cl;)artteI' .. . •

Grenada Fire
90 Kirk Aiterlue
Granada. MS 3~9!J1 . .

cc~·

'RePresentative Roger \l\iicker
5OOWe6t Maln strnet. Sute210
P~O. Box 1482 .
TUpelO, M$ SSa.02

. ,
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b-eat Madame $~cretaryJ

, hviite to ~xpress rt1Y cott.cem abOuti~nce tti pubticsa1eW nmw.s.ln
the~MHzband. Myfel1dWf.i~ are expenem::ing,lnferferenc~:forr
their radios. 1"110ugh this ~y'be.a'seemiilgly herngn pr£lbIem, it ti1tieari}t'
impacts' oa1" EIDUfiy to seNe fhe oatni'tluruties we have VdWed to protect.

AS. someone who is all too ~i1ilir With What can happ:en When
~mti'ali~~ tan, I ron h()peful the Comrilisskm wUl ,,~dojjl the:
.Co~~us Plan to; reangn the 809'~ spectnlm- the ornv fuIty~fu~
and viaD!e solutiOn to1he problem of'interlaea. rhi:)'C6~$ PM witt
a11bw,QUI"deparhnent. as well as p~~1'atyde~ throughQut1he
Ur/J'ted'States. tQ regain$usttlmerland urUhteftUpted a¢CeSS.to 'theWi~less
~edUi:Jm"

, I wye yoU: fri 'take the cXliTeC1:' oot.itSe ~'acttoii to t'eOOfve' this- p~t1g
problem and give 'fitstr~ers the toOI$ we n~ to do burJobs right

MiChael·e. Bums. Fire: eWeT
L-eeOt:wnty $11 Oommtssianer

ce: ~presentatiVe ~~Witket
SQO West Main~, 'Suite '200
P.O. ~'1482 " '
TU~lb~ MS 38802
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COLUMBUS FIRE DEPARTMENT

205 .,... Street South
Columbus. MissIssIppi 39701

(662) 329·5 121
Fire Chief James Massey

02-55
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Marlene Dortch, Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Madame Secretary,

'Jl. " 7003

)1

" .. 1 ..... --

; ~ .' I; (":, II ~""
... t '.""

--'-.---.-... -a ...... ,..

I write today to urge you to take action regarding the pressing problem ofpublic safety
interference in the 800 MHz spectrum. This interference to public safely radios is a dangerous
reality fOT first responders and the communities we proudly protect.

It estimated that more than 350 public safety agencies will experience interference this year - the
highest single-year total to date. As you know, this interference, by hampering the ability of
public safety officials to communicate clearly, prevents firefighters from perfonning theirjobs as
well as they can and should. TIus puts lives at risk.

I know that there are other proposals to resolve the problem of interference at 800 MHz. Having
looked at these, however, I feel that the Consensus Plan represents the most lasting and proactive
solution to interference. By realigning the spectrum, public safety interference will be virtually
eliminated. The Consensus Plan also provides additional spectrum to public safetyfor future
communications platforms. Perhaps equally important, the Consensus Plan is the only plan that
is fully funded - imposing no cost to the public safety community or the American taxpayer.

It is forthllt reason that I would like to express my support of the Consensus Plan and express my
hope that you and your colleagues do the same. .

Smcerely,
/'p,.. _. "'--

- AhiefJa;~L. Massey ~
, Columbus Fire

PO Box 1408
Columbus, MS 39703-1408

i'iEC\f'D & INSPEC'T'EL

NOV 2 Ii ZOJ3

~BGI'eWUWiJ
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LAMBERT-ST. LOUIS INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT

LeCJnmd L Gng9s, Jr,.P E
DJreclo'

DOCKET tllECOPY ORiGINAL .

ell\' of Sf Lout., Alr(Jorf AUlhorttJ

POBOX 10212 • ST LOUIS, MISSOURI63145-0212. USA

TELEPHONE (3' 4) 426-8000 • WEB SITE www lambert-stlouIS com

August 13.2003

FrancIS G Slay
Mayor

City 01 51 LouIs

Ms Maricllc H Dortch
Secretary
J-=ederal Comm·uillcatlons CommIssion
445 12th Street, SW
Washmgton, DC 20554

Re Docket 02~55

Dear Ms ·Dortch

RECEIVED &INSPECTED

AUG 2 22003

FCC - MAILROOM

.)

The St LoUIS Airport Authority would hkt:: to expre-s" I~ support for the "Consensus Plan" filed I

by rhe vanoiJspubhc!>arctyorglintlatlons, In the above referenced proceeding, concernlng
mterferenceto 800 MHz public safety systems

I

As the owner-owner/operator of the Lambert-St Loulslntematlonal Airport; the authority IS

responsible for the public safety of approximately 30 million passengers per year, and 13.000
airport employees on a dally baSIS We depend on our 800 MHz system to .provlde the
tommunicatlons needed to support our Police, Fire, and EMS responders. as well as Operations
and Ma,mtenance actlvltle!>. twenty-four hour a day, seven days a week

Although we have not expenenced mterference problems to date. we advocate a proactive
approach as opposed to a reactIve one

It IS for thiS reason we ~upport the Consensus Plan. as we believe that It takes a proactIve
approach. to ellmmate tnLerference to ~n,tlcal public safety systems, and will address the root

, cause of II1terference. In additIOn. we belIeve that thiS approach will not plaee an undue
economic burden on public safety, at a time when lumted fundmg would be better directed
toward other; equally Critical. <>afcty and security Issues facmg pUblic transportation In the world
of today

Your con!>ldcratlon rn tillS maLler IS greatly appreCiated

Res.pectfully Submitted.

~£.....,
William B Korte
AIrport Administrator
St LOUIS Airport AuthOrity

WBK/aml

, .'':': ., ,/
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€ongrt~~ oftbe l1nittb~tattg ,
~fnltton, ia(; 20510

November 18, 2003

The Honorable Michael Powell
Chairman. " .. '
Federal Communications'Commission

, 44S ,12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

, '

Deaf Commission~Powell:

PUbIlcsafetyI~ers in-Montana andarolmd the 'country have co~taCtedUS about the alatming
problems with public SafetY interference. The fact that these local.potice officers, firefighters,

'emergency response personnel, and other .firstresponders are concerned about their safety and
, ,the safety ofthose they protect is of.great concern. In this ncwCl'aofincrcasedhomoland ' ",

security, equipping our first responders with rapid 'and. reliable commUnications needs to be a top
priority. , ' ' "

Interference to public safety communications is a groWing problem 'in Montana and should be '
remediC:cl in a comprehensive arid pro-active manner. We cannotcontinue with a "wait and see"
approach to resolving interference - the risk to oUr public safety professionals and the American
public is too great. , , '

The fundamenta1cause of interference is the close'proximity ofpublic safety and commercial
" Wireless operations within the 800 MHz spectrotn b~d. In order to virtually eliminate the

probability ofinterfercnce occUrring, the'800 MHz spectrum should be realigned. Ideally,. any,
" 'Solution to this problem acco;mplishes this goalwhile at the same time providing additional

spectrum to pUblic safetywith no cost to the public safety organizations and local govemments
that~ now struggling With limited reSources., With lives on the line, we cannot afford to do
anything less. ' . ' ,

As time passes, our risks from this problem: ~ontinue to grow. This is a critical iSsuefQr our
constituents and our nation. We,urge you to act expeditiously by putting the safety and
effectiveness ofpublic safety officials first. ' , '

,Sincerely,
,

...:

DENNY REHBERG
U.S. Congressman'

,---~-_.~ ~~~
MAXBAUCUS
U.S. Senator
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,STATE OF MONTANA·
\ IISI, DEPARTMENT OF ADM1N1STRATION

~f-. INFORMATION ~ECHNOLOGY SERVICES DMSION
"

October 31, 2003
,

Ms. Marr,ne H. OCJrtch~. Secretary .
Federal CommlCnications Commission
445 Twelfth street,sW .. ,
Wasl;iington, DC 20554

Dear Ms,' Dortch :

I'.

.i' ..~,

" ': . On behalf of theState of MOntana's Public Safety Services Office. I am wnting tc?
ask. for yourconsideration of a' significant issue that aff~ the state of Montana anct our
nation regarding public safety - radio interference.and tnteropenability. Commeraal
wireless operators and public safety agencies both use dedicated channels on the 800
MHZ spectrum ,on inteiieaVed ·adjacent bands. These teehlioJogies, op~rating "close·
together create major problems fot our emeIQency first responders when interference
keepstham from communicating via'J:heir'emergencydispatch radios_ The'elimination of
sp$cr1nJrn" i11terlerence requires the immediate attention·of the FCC.

, : . Having resided in the Roclty Mollntain regiOl) for over ~ Yf?al'S. reportS of serious
Interference issues have' been noted in this region. partk:ularty in theOenver MetrO area.
These problems will only continue to increase as demand for cellular service~ rises.

., Mo~tana fa~s theSe issues when ceUular carri~ begin n~, operations in the
811'irigs area. Tnis wili present the same interferenceproblei"nS canfrontingother pubfic .

. ,safety agencies. Montana cities that plan ·rriigration to SOO,MHz wU( encqunterthe same
condi1ions causing dangerous interference:that at'fectspublie safety agencies across tlie
,n~~ ., ,

t .' . ".

. The FCC is Considering a plan to address the predica,ment of 800 MHz, systems .
,licensing. The plan is known as the ConsensiJs Plan and will virtUany eHminate this,· •
prol:jfem~pc interferenCe, pr~.vide much needec!'additionaI·spectrum for public safety and
ourtirst responders~and would provide an underpinning for futUre expan~ion.

, We Support of the Consensus .Plan sofution and urge the Commission to adopt .
theplari to solve this life~threatenjng problem in pliblic,safety<!Ommunications.

f'-'
J YHansen.,Manager

. Public Safety Services Office
state of Montana

. Sincerely,. '

..>~.

tt Darkenwatcf

RDom 229, Mitchell Buildlrrg
125 NQl1h Roberts
P. O. Sax 2110113

Ha1en3. I!1nrmrn_ l;eu;'lI'l...n""~
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STATE OF MONTANA
\ ITSiL DEPARTMENTOl?ADMUiIS~()N.

~r INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY SERVlCES.DMSlON
. . ., 31 OCT 03

. Judy Marl2
GoveInor

To:

Subjed:

The Honorable Senator Conrad Sums
.

Jenny·Hansen. ·Manager - Public Safety SerVices Office
.Department ofAdminj~on'- State. of Montana .

. ","

Consensus Plan - 800 MHZ
, .

Dear Senator Bums,

·As the Manager of thePublic Safety Services Office for the·&tate of Montana, I
understand th~ importance a reliable communications 'system lias for firefighters, police

. oflicecs' and olher publi~ safety officials to peiformtheir duti$$ safely and effectiVely:

Unfortunately, the· fives of these crucial personnel and the citi2ens they are S'NOm to
protect are QeingjeoParcfr.ied due tel the intermingling of th$ public safety and· .
comrl1ercial radio frequencie$ in the.8.00 MHz speCtrum..This is aproblem ·that requires
~erious consideration and prompt action ifwe, are to avoid the loss of life "that CQula
Ultimately rtaSultfrom such a situation. '

Currently. the FCC. is consiqering the Consensus P.lan that I.b.elieve would address the
problem in a fair and equitable mariner espeeiallyfor .the parties that matter the most in
this el1tire debate; public safetypersonneJ and the Citizens they serve. A realignment of
the 800 MHz spectrum will eliminate this life-threatening interference by separating
public ~f~tyfrom commercial operatOrs.. .. . .

This plan m~kes the most sense not only from a ted,norogicaJ standpoint, but from s"
cost on~ as well. Theway it is currently structured. the costs· for realignment WIll be bom .
by the private sector and not taxpayers or public safi!ty 0rsanizations w~ose resol.lrCeS
are' limited and can be mare effectivelY spent ~ngand protecting·lives.

Senator, in my rare I understand the need ·for a safe, reliable and effective '. ,
~mmui1iCations sYstem to protect the citizens·of our state. The Consensus Plan wouLd.
provide such a platform and·J strongly ·urge yOu to communicate your support of the Plan
to the FCC.. . . .

SinCerely.

Je y Hansen·
Manager. Pubfic Safety Services Office

. State of Montana

Governor,Judy Martz (MT) .
Scatt Oark.."'rlwald. Director, OepartmentofAdrtJinistration (M11
Brian M. Wolf. Chief Information C?fflcer (MT)

Room 229, Mltc:hen Building
. 125 North Robor&;

P. O. 8OX200113 .
JoleJen~. Mn"f::Iruz iiiQI:?tl..nHII

)~
. ···.e."

Cc:

...... '. '. '7 +,.. f _.
·;.;.6.

,.,.-.\.'



10/21/2003 07:01 FAI 14062333.44 CUSTER CO. SHERIFF III 001

. , ) .

., . ~ ,,--'

/~...~" .e.".'e.e""""SAe."'I'• O#itee
/". '\ fJti./.t,eu¥. ,1J1cmtA1l4 .
\ } .. \ '.

·7 . __/~,."tH.~~rS~tiiA ~~~;l~Kicu"''Ilf( 1mo ;1l4~

~----...-.- (!,us-te'l Cou.J1tlf _ ...._IIIIIIiIIII.-I_
---. ._._ '--~-

./1tIk~ eitlfr ;1'10t1t4"" 59501

Od:ober.20, 2003

Senator Conrad BUIDS
United States Senate

. 187DirkseD
Washington. D. C,20510
. .

Dear CODf8d:

Across the United ~tates, public safety oJB3nizations - fire. medi~ police and other
Emergal.(,)' groups -- depend 00 rertabl~communiciltions to ineet tlleir mission - «itic:al deeds~

. .

Today, publi~sarety and cooJmercial,nldio~es 01J wbiQh~ commuuic:aliOns systems operate
are interminsled aJJd adjacem to one another. This coupling ofincompatible·coJDIDUDieations netWorks
leads to dangerous inteafeI.cncetbat risksthc Iivcs ofpublic safety penoDDd mdthe~they
FOOd. .

~ public safety~ons needs and conunerdaI use cxmtiOues 10 grow. intcIibeiicc~$ too 
with 2()03. on pace to be the worSt year on recOrd. Fifty,.one(51) indiYidual public $8fety agencies have
reported iriterf'erenCe at 117 differcDt loeatioDS through April 30, 2003.. .... .

The public; safety commUDitics. leading pjvate wUeless organiRtioJJS U1d NextU haVe joined toget:heJ"
in submitt:iJJg to the ~ce a Consensus Plan for iqJroving the spectrum e.aviIODIDeIlt at 800 l\fHZ;The
Con$eDsus PJan·willrealign the eurrentjuinbled IiCcnsmg OfSOOMHz systems.ioto separate·blocks of
speetruDl for public·Safety and ce1luJar wire1essamiers. This will vi~y elijnin8re .public~
iiJteafCl'ClX:C, provide additional spmrum topublie safet;y and offer a future pIatfbrm for
coi.nmunicati~networks that are.needed to·prOtect OUf COIDDDJDities.

The Com;cnsus Plan is a proactive~ alftjrdabic and comprehensive ~lutiOD. Only the ConseNus Plan
provides a solution that is fully funded - i"equires no federal, state orl~ fiJ,odingto implement;· .
mjnimim disiuptioD to ~glicenseesand service; and S91ves the current problems while preparing
for additiobal needs in the fUtu11:l•

. .. ~ ~

"-;.- .
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The consmsus PlaD is the only viable solution to the pubUc safety interference problem. I urge you t(t

contact the FCC and ask them to join those on the ftont Jines and help eJi,mnate iIiterl'erence that first
responden fuc bY suppo~ the CoDSeJisus Plan .

! .
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RICHARD M. FLYNN
COMMISSIONI:R

Senatorl~dd Gregg.
393llussell Senate Office Bldg.
United States Senate '
Washingto~ DC 20510

~hth lIf~~fu ~tttp54itt
OFFICE :OF THE COMMISSIONER

JAMES H. HAYES,pLDG.10 HAZEN DR.OONCORD. NH 03305
6031271-2791

PEPAATMEHT OF SAFETY

October 28. 2003

, , .
.Re: FCC Do~etNo. 02-55 (Public Saf~ on SOOMegabem Band)

Pear Senator Gregg:

I am writing to ask your support for a plan knOwn as the Consensus Plan which is now
pending before the FCC inFCC Docket No. 02-55. ,The FCC is expected to vOte ontbis
plan soon after November I. 2003".
t '

, This docket concerns a realigmnent'ofthe 800 MHz system. and willvirtUally eliminate
. interference with publios~y communications in that specttum. The ConsensusPlail is

a good'plau for first responders~ and I am therefore 'seeking your endorsement ~or this ,
plandlat Will be helpfUl.to~e public safety community.

Thank you.

, ,
Very ttuly you~

~
Richard M. Flynn
Commissioner '

REDItp

Cc: Miss Marlene H. Dortc~ FCC

TOO ACCESS: RaAY NH '·S00-735-2964
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Thomas WriS..ht ..... _
8 Diamond Ct. , Franklin Park, NJ 08823

October 15, 2003 4:35 PM

Docket Number WT 02-55: I support the Consensus Plan

I support the Consensus Plan that is before the FCC. It is fully consistent with the state of
readiness and the public trust that first responders champion every day. The adoption will
virtually eliminate the persistent and dangerous problem of the ever-increasing numbers
ofcell phones interfering with our communications systems. Most importantly, it gives
first responders additional spectrum for clear, reliable communications and a platform to
meet their interoperability requirements. The Consensus Plan helps set the stage for
implementing the communications networks required to protect the communities we
serve.

Mitigation approaches are shortsighted, short-term solutions that inevitably will reduce
first responders' effectiveness and put lives at risk. The Consensus Plan solves the
economic, technical and policy problems associated with the current banding for public
safety -- and it also makes room for future needs. By approving this plan, the FCC will be
acting in the best interests of our society and putting public safety first.

I have signed this petition in support of the Consensus Plan because I believe that this
issue needs to be resolved immediately and I urge the FCC to approve the Consensus
Plan without delay.

Sincerely,

Thomas Wright

/



Kevin Calvo
21 Whispering Pines Way. Piscataway. NJ 08854

October 14, 2003 5:41 PM

Docket Number WT 02-55: I support the Consensus Plan

I support the Consensus Plan that is before the FCC. It is fully consistent with the state of
readiness and the public trust that first responders champion evety day. The adoption will
virtually eliminate the persistent and dangerous problem of the ever-increasing numbers
of cell phones interfering with our communications systems. Most importantly, it gives
first responders additional spectrum for clear, reliable communications and a platform to
meet their interoperability requirements. The Consensus Plan helps set the stage for
implementing the communications networks required to protect the communities we
serve.

Mitigation approaches are shortsighted, short-term solutions that inevitably will reduce
first responders' effectiveness and put lives at risk. The Consensus Plan solves the
economic, technical and policy problems associated with the current banding for public
safety -- and it also makes room for future needs. By approving this plan, the FCC will be
acting in the. best interests of our society and putting public safety first.

I have signed this petition in support of the Consensus Plan because I believe that this
issue needs to be resolved immediately and I urge the FCC to ,approve the Consensus
Plan without delay.

Sincerely,

Kevin Calvo
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Francis Kinney
70 Johnson Street, Waretown, NJ 08758

October 27,2003 2:04 PM

Docket Number WT 02-55: I support the Consensus Plan

I support the Consensus Plan that is before the FCC. It is fully consistent with the state of
readiness and the public trust that first responders champion eveIY day. The adoption will
virtually eliminate the persistent and dangerous problem of the ever-increasing numbers
of cell phones interfering with our communications systems. Most importantly, it gives
first responders additional spectrum for clear, reliable communications and a platform to
meet their interoperability requirements. The Consensus Plan helps set the stage for
implementing the communications networks required to protect the communities we
serve.

Mitigation approaches are shortsighted, short-term solutions that inevitably will reduce
first responders' effectiveness and put lives at risk. The Consensus Plan solves the
economic, technical and policy problems associated with the current banding for public
safety -- and it also makes room for future needs. By approving this plan, the FCC will be
aCting in the best interests of our society and putting public safety first.

I have signed this petition in support of the Consensus Plan because I believe that this
issue needs to be resolved immediately and I urge the FCC to approve the Consensus
Plan without delay.

Sincerely,

Francis Kinney


