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Marlene It Dortch, Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
'445 12.~ Street,. SW
WaslungteIl, DC 20554

Re: Support for the Conscosus Plan ror 800 MHz Realignment
ExParte. WT Doc1cet '80. 02-55

Dear Ms- Dortch:

the New Yorle State Police operates an ·800 MHZ trunked radio system
provi·ding critical public safety communications for public safety pe1'SOmcL Like many
other law enforcement agencies," we :u-c foUowing the Consensus Pbm for 800 MHz
realignment 'larith interest.

First teSpondeJ"s in Sew York and. across the Nation are increasingly at
risk because their public safety radio communications are vulnerable to interference ftom
cellul3r phones. ~ cellular usage increases, the risk of g:u:bled or blocked police, fire
and other public safety communications increases. First responders also need more 800
MHz'spectJ:uxJi 10 have "interoperable:' communications among polier. and firefighters
and· among ncigbbonng jurisdjctions.

The Federal Communications Commission bas before it a "Consensus
Plan'" that would address cellular/public safety radio interference probl~ and provide
more of the spectrUm that first responders vitally need for radio communications.. The
Plan is supported by many groups including the Association ~f Public-Safety
Communications Officjals~rntemationaI, . Inc.; the International Association of Fire
<"'''1Uefs, Inc. and International Municipal Signal A.~sociation; the Intemational ChiefS of
Police; the Major Cities Chiefs Association; the Major County Sheriffs' Association; and
the National Sheriffs' Association. We also suppon this plan. The FCC shouJd adopt the
Consensus Plan in its publJC safety spect:rUm rulemaking, WT Docket NI). 02-55.

The ConsensUs PliU1 offers a near-t~ solutioq.. to eXisting public safety
radio problems. The Plan provides a comprehensive solution that aCidrc:sses intexfetenee
to public safety systmns, allocates additional spcct:ruJn for public: safety needs, provides
private funding to compensate licensees that may n~ed to relocate to rleW channels as a .
result aithe Plan, and ~~~S that all affected licensees receivc.equlvalentrep1acemcnt
spectrum as part of the spectnlJD. reallocations called for by the Consensus Plan.
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Ms. Dortch 2 October 28, 2003

Section 1 ofme Communications Act of 1934, provides that the FCC is to
"promot[e] safety oflife and property through the use ofwire and r2ldio commu:niCation~ u

The Cons~s'us Plan wciuld greatly advance this vital objective. It bas been over sixteen
months since the FCC began its public safety spectrum proceeding and over ODC year
since the Consensus Plait was siJbmitted. Supporters afthe ConscnE,US Plan haw: recently
addressed the remaining implementation details associated with the Plan.

t recluest that the FCC resolve this issue faciDg the public safety
community and adopt the terms ofthe Consensus Plan.

SUlCerely•.

Wayne 'E. Bennett
SupenntclldCnt



*STATE OF NEW YORK

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
4 I STATE STREET

ALBANY, NY 12231-000 I

GEORGE E. PATAKI
GOVERNOR

RANDY A. DANIELS
SECRETARY OF STA~

November 3,2003

Chairman Michael Powell
Federal CommunicatioJis Commission
445 Twelfth Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Chairman Powell:

On behalfofNew York State fire departJ:rients, I would like to bring to your attention an important issue that
, profoundly impacts our country. The issue is public safety radio interference - a problem in desperate need

.y ofa solution. Public safety communications systems including those used by fire departments and commercial
wireless operations are located on adjacent and intermingled channels in the 800 MHz spectrum band. The
problem: the technologies used by public safety and commercial wireless are incompatible with one another as
neighbors. The result: dangerous interference, which causes garbled communications and prevents public safety
officials from doing their jobs.

The Consensus Plan, currently under consideration at the Federal Communications Commission, would realign
the current jumbled licensing of800 MHz systems into separate blocks of spectrum for public safety and cellular
wireless carriers. By implementing this plan, public safety interference will be virtually eliminated. Also,
public safety will receive additional spectrum for future communications needs. Perhaps equally important, the
Consensus Plan will be implemented at no cost to the American taxpayer.

The Consensus Plan is the only proactive and comprehensive solution to the dangerous problem ofpublic safety
interference. Please support New York's fire departments and implement the Consensus Plan without delay.

Thank you iri advance for your consideration.

James Burns
State Fire Administrator

Sincerely, .

./J/I'I./7 a~

WWW. OO~.STATE.NY.U5 E-MAIL: IN"'O@OO~.STATe:.Ny.U5
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STATE:. OF NEW YOAK

DEPARTMENT OF STAiE
4 I STA'TE $TREET

ALBANY, NY I 223 I -000 I

GEORGi: E. PATAK/
GOVERNOR

November 7, 2003'

RANey A, DANIELS
SECRE:rAAY OF' STA-n:

The Honorable Steny H. Hoyer
United States House ofRepresentatives
1705 Longworth Hou~eOffice Building
Washington. D.C. 20515-2005

Dear Representative Hoyer:

On behalfofthe New Yom State Fire Departments, I am writing to draw your attention to a subject ofinereasing
imponance and concern to the fuefighter COIDIDUI1ity, and to ask you, as ~ strang friend ofall firefighters and their advocate
in Congress, to help get this issue resolved. The issue is the radio interference at 800 MHz, which hampers our abiHtyto
communicate at critical times, and toobtain~. 800 :MHz spcctnlm to meet our critical needs. This is a .need Which .
significantly affects ~ur nation and you would do a tremendous service to yOU(' fellow firefighters uyou could get this done.

Many pUblic safety·agencies utilize dedicated channels <Xl the 800 MHz spectrum :frequency. Corrnnercial wireless
operations are loca.t~d on adjacent interleaved bands. These two technologies a:re incompal:l.ble when they arc placed close
together and-operate next to each other. As a result, inl#dems orinterference arc increasing and win continue to increase as
the needs ofpublic safCty and private wireless companies increase. The problems which occur as a result of the interference·
are significant and in need of resolution. More than ever, in a poot 9/11 environment, pUblic safety communications £!!l!!Q!
be compromised or subject to this type of interference. . . . .

Radio interference is always a problem when rapid and roliable communicationS are needed. Surely you' can
appreciate the problci:ns which can occur when fife fighten can't communicate and how much more efficientlyeveryLbing
can operate when they can. This is truly a matter of life and death in the State ofNew Yark.

The lntenUltional Association ofFire ChiefS (!AFt), along with all ofthem~or public safety organizations, including the
International Association ofCbicfs ofPolie¢. the Major City and-County Sheriff's Associa1:ions. and Association ofPublic
Safety COmmunications Officials (APeO) and commercial wireless operators have crafl:ed a "C9ttsensus Plan" to virtually
eliminate public safety interference and provide much needed additional spectrum for public safety, aU at no cost to

- tzxpayers. This plan is the result ofroany months ofdiscussions and represents the combined efforts ofa host ofpublic
safety (both ~e:fighterand law enforcement) entities to resolve interference and obtain additional spectrum..

This problem does not require legislation. The Consensus Plan is now under consideration at tlle Federal
Communications Commission (FCC) and wi1l'bc decided upon shortly, The .ConseDSUS Plan is very good for fi1;"!1t
respond¢IS. .

We Deed your leadership in writing; and circulating for as many signatures as possible, a letter on behalfQfi:he
Congressional Fire Caucus to the FCC indicating the Caucus' strong support for the Consensus Plan and to call for the FCC
to approve it so rebanding can occur and radio interference can be eliminated. .

James A. Burris
State Fire Admin:istra~oJ:'

~W.~.$TA'TC:.NY.US E-MAlI.: IH"C@OO$.eT)'~.NY.us_YCUD_
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The Honorable Charles B. Rangel
United States House ofRepresentati....es
163 West 125th Street; Suite 737
New York, NY 10027-4404

SiATE OF NEW YORK

De;PARTMENT OF' STATE
41 STATE STRE:E:T

ALBANY. NY I 223 I -000 I

November 7,2003 RANey A. DANIELS
$£CRtrrAAT Qr STA"l1!:

Dear R.epresentative Rangel:

On behalf of the New York Sta~Fire Departments, I write to drawyour attention to a subject ofincreasing
importance and concern to the firefighter community, other public safety proY.it;len and emergency personnel. The issue
is radio interference at 800 MHz, which hampers our abiHty to communicate at critical times, and to obtain sufficient 80d
MHz spectrum to meet our critical needs. This is a need which significantly affects the StateofN~wYork and our
nation. .. ....

. Many public safety agencies I,ltilize dedicated channels on the 800 MHz spectrum frequency. Com'mercial
wireless operations are located on adjacent interleaYed bands. These two technologies are incompatible when they
op¢ratE: next to each other and are plaoed this close• .As a result, incidents of interferenoe ate increasing and will continu 3

to increase as both the needs ofpub~ic safety al1d private wireless companies increase. 'The problems which occur as a
result of the interference are significant and in need ofresolution. More than eYer in a post 9111 environment, public
safety eommunioations cannot be compromised or subject to interference.

Radio interference is always a problem when rapid and reliable cozmnunications are needed. Surely you can
appreoiate the problems which can occur when £Ie fightets can't communioate at'Id bowmuch more efficiently
everything can operate when they can. This is truly a matter o(life and death in the State ofNew York.

The International Association ofFire Chiefs (lAFC). along with all ofthe major public safety organizations.
including the International Association ofChiefs ofPolicc, the Major City and COW'1ty Sheriff's Associations, and
Associa.tion ofPublic Safety Communications Officials (APCD) and commercial wireless operators have orafted a
"Consensus Plan" to virtu!llly eliminate public safety interference and provide much n~eded additional spectrum for
public safety, all at no cost to taxpayers. This plan is the result ofm~ymonths ofdiscussions and represents the
combined efforts ofa host ofpublio safety (bo1h fIrefighter and law enforcement) entities to resolve interference and
obtain additional spectrum.

This problem does not require legislation. The Consensus Plan is now under consideration at the Federal
Communications Commission (FCC) and \O'Yill be decided upon shortly. The Consensus Plan is definitely good for first
responders. I and the New York State firefighter community ask that you contact the FCC prior to November 14 and
indicate your support for the plan and urge their approval so that rebanding can occur and radio interference can be
elimmated,

uJJt,;!)~"'~--
James A. Burns
State Fire Administrator

WWW.OOS.STATE.NY.US • E-MAIL: INFQ@OCl:I.:STATe:.N'l'.U$ -
"",,~o,..tII
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The Honorable Curt Weldon
United States'House ofRepresentatives
2466 Rayburn House Office Building
W3$hi-ngton, D.C. 20515-3807

Dcar Representative Weldon:

, On behalfofthe New York State Fire Departments, I am writing to draw your attention to a subject ofincreasmg
ilnportance and concem to the firefighter community. and to askyou, as a fonner F"Ire·01iefalld all firefighters' .
representative in Congress. to help get this isSllO resolved. ~ issue is the radio interference at 800 .MHz, which hampers
our' abiJityto communicate at critical times. and to obtain extra 800 MHz spectnJm to meet our critical needs. This is a neeG
which signi:licantly affects our nation and you would do a tremendous service to your fellow firefighters ifyou could get this
done.

Many public safety agencies utiliie dedicated channels on the 800 MHz spectrum frequency. Commercial wireless
operations are located on adjacent interleaved bands. These two technologies are incompatible when. thlo/ arc placed close
together and operate next to each other. As a result, incid;cnts ofinterference are tncrellSing and will continue to increase as
the needs ofpublic safety and private wireless compaiJies increase. The problems wlrlch occur as a result ofthe inter.f'crence
ere significant and in need ofreSQlution. More than ever, in. a post 9/11 environment. public safety commUDicatiOJJS~
be compromised or subject to this type ofinterference.

Radio interference is al'Wa)'S a problem when rapid and reliable cammunications are needed Surely you can
appreciate the problemS which can occur when fire fighters can't communicate and how much more efficiently everything
can OPer"d.tC when they can. This is truly a matter of life and death in the State ofNew York

The lntemational Association ofFire Chiefs (lAFC). along with all ofthe major public safety organizations, .
including the International Association of Chiefi; ofPolice, the MilJor City and Coimt)' Sh<:rifrs Associations, and
Association ofPublic Safety Communications Officials (MOO) and commercial wireless operators have crafted a
"Consensus Plan" to virtually eliminate public safety illterference and provide much needed additional spectrum for public
safety. all at no cost to taxpayCt's. This plan is the result ofmany months ofdiscussions and represents the combined efforts
ora host ofpubHe safety (both firefighter and lawenforcement) entities to resolve interference and obtain additional
spectrum.

. ' . This p.roblem does not require legislation. The Consensus Plan is now under consideration at the Felleral
Communicatiomi Commission (FCC) and will be decided upon ~hort1y. The Consensus Plan is vet)' good fOt first
responders.

. Weneed your leadership in vvriting. and circulating for as many signatures as possible, a letter from the
Congressional Fire Caucus to the FCC indicating the Caucus' strong support for the Consensus Plan and calling for the FCC
to approve the plan quickly so rebanding can occur and radio interference can be eliminated.

.fffV?14~~
James A Bums
State Fire Administrator

0" '-••••--.---:------------:::-------- _

www.COS.STAT£.NY.US E-MAIL: INFo@OC5.S.TATE.NY.US
Mt.!YfI:..=-ItfllllCJi



FIREMEN'S ASSOCIATION OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK
Represe~ting the Volunteer'Fire Service, bo1l:b active and exempt, since 1872

December 1, 2003

VIA-ELECTRONIC FILING

Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary
Federal CoinmUliications Commission
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Re: Support for the Consensus Plan for. 800 MHz Realignment Ex
Parte, WT Docket No: 02-55

The Firemen's Association'ofthe State ofNew York (FASNY) represents more than
100,000 volunteer rank: and file firefighters and EMTs in the state. Our membership is th~
first line response andprimary users of 80O:MHz systems for public safety ,
communications. We respectfully request that our -view be heard

First responders in New York and across the ,Nati()n are increasingly at risk because their
public safety radio communications are vulnerable to interference from ceilular phones.
As cellular usage increases, t;he risk of garbled or blocked.police, fire and other public

. safety communications increases. First responders also urgently need more 800 MHz
spectruni to have "interoperable" communications among pOllce and firefighters and
among neighboringjurisdictions-. Fortunately, a solution is available;

The Federal Co~unicatioD:s Commission has before it a "Consensus'Plan" that would
address cellcl.ar/public safety radio interference problems and provide more of the
spectrUm that first responders urgently need for radio communications. We support the
Consensus Plan along with the Association ofPublic-Safety Communications Officials
International Municipal SignalAssociation; the 'International Association of Chiefs of
Police, the Major Cities Chiefs ,Association; the M.ajor County Sheriffs' As~ociation; and
the National Sheriffs' Association. The FCC must adopt the Consensus Plan .
expeditiously in its public safety spectrum rulemaking, WT Docket No. 02-55..

The Consensus Plap. offers the only ,real, near-term. solution to eXisting public safety radio
problems. The Plan provides a .comprehensive solution that addresses interference to
public safety systems; ailo.cafes additional spectrum for public safety needs, provides
private funding to compensate licensees that may need to relocate to new channels as the
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result of the Plan, and ensures that all affected licensees receive equivalent replacement
spectrum as part of the spectrum swaps called for by the ConsensuS Plan:

Other proposals that have been made to the FCC fall far short and muSt be rejected. The
.UTC/cellular "plan" ignores the problems faced by public safety communicators ·and
suggests that case-by-care, after-the-fact solutions could be found once interference.
manifests itself. Responding only after-the-fact to the problemS affecting time-critial.
public safety services is not acceptable, since a single interference incident can jeopardize
the lives of emergency personnel and the citizens they serve.

Section 1 of the Communications Act of 1934, provides that the :FCC is to ''promote
safety of life and property through the use ofwire and radio commUnication". The
ConsensuS Plan would-greatly advance this vital objective: It has been ·over sixteen
months since the FCC began its public safety .spectrum proceeding and· over one year
since the Consensus Plan was submitted Supporters ofthe Consensus Plan have recently
addressed the remaining iIp.pleriJ.entation details associated with the Plan. There is no
reason for the FCC to postpone action any further.

We urge the FCC to resolve the iss~es facing the public safety community expediti~;usly

and adopt in full the terms of the Consensus Plan.

Sincerely,

Joseph Finnegan

Joseph Finnegan, President.



(LOGO) New York State
.Association of Fire Chiefs

November 10,2003

,vIA ELECTRONIC FILING

Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Re: Support for the Consensus Plan for 800 MHz Realignment
Ex Parte, WT Docket No. 02-55

Dear Ms. Dortch:

The New York State Association ofFire Chiefs represents Public Safety Personnel across
New York State. Our membership is made up mostly ofEmergency Planners/Managers,
Fire Officers, Firefighters, Fire Police and Emergency Medical Services (EMS)
Responders. We are actively following this vital proceeding for public safety.and request
that our views are considere<L

First responders in New York State, and across the Nation are increasingly at
risk because their public safety radio communications systems are vulnerable to
interference from cellular phones. As cellular usage increases, the risk of
garbled or blocked police, fire and other public safety communications increases.
First responders also urgently need more 800 MHz spectrum to have
"interoperable" communications among police and firefighters and among
neighboring jurisdictions. -Fortunately, a solution is available.

The Federal Communications Commission has before it a "Consensus Plan" that
. would address cellular/public safety radio interference problems and provide

more of the spectrum that first responders urgently need for radio
communications. We siJpport the Consensus Plan along with the Association of
Public-Safety Communications Officials-International, Inc.;· the International
Association of Fire Chiefs, Inc. and International Municipal Signal Association;
the International Association of Chiefs of Police, the Major Cities Chiefs
Association; the Major County Sheriffs' Association; and the National Sheriffs'
Association. The FCC must adopt the Consensus Plan expeditiously in its· public
safety spectrum rulemaking, WT Docket No. 02-55.
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November' 10, 2003
Page 2

The Consensus Pian offers th~ only real, near-term solution to eXisting public
safety radio problems. The Plan provides a comprehensive solution that
addresses interference to public safety systems. It allocates additional spectrum

for public safety needs, provides private funding to compensate licensees that
may need to relocate to new channel~ as the result of the Plan. It also ensures
that all affected licensees receive equivalent replacement spectrum as part of the
spectrum swaps called for by the Consensus Plan. Our only concern is that there
needs to be consideration of additional equipment costs (if any) not covered in
the Plan.

Other proposals that have been made to the FCC fall far short and should be rejected.
The UTC/cellular ''plan'' ignores the problems faced by public safety communicators and
suggests that case-by-case, after-the-fact solutions could be found once interference
manifests ~tself. Responding only a:fter-the-fact to the problems affecting "time-critical
public safety services is not acceptable, since a single interference incident can jeopardize
the lives of emergency personnel and the citizens they serve.

Section 1 ofthe Communications Act of 1934, provides that the FCC is to ''Promote
safety of life and property through the use ofwire and radio communication." The
Consensus Plan would greatly advailce this vital objective. It has been over sixteen
months since the FCC began its public safety spectrum proceeding and over one year
since the Consensus Plan was submitted. Supporters of the Consensus Plan have recently
addressed the remaining implementation details associated with the Plan. There is no
reason for the FCC to postpone action any further. .

We urge the FCC to resoive the issues facing the public safety community
expeditiously and adopt in full the terms of the Consensus Plan.

Yours truly,

j-J4 77
James A. King,
President

Cc: New York State Congressional Delegation

"Providing SerVice to Those Who Serve""
1670 Columbia Turnpike * P.O. Box 328 * East Schodack, NY 12063-0328

Phone (518) 477-2631 FAX (518) 477-4430 * www.nysfirechiefs.com



,~ ;-'NEWVORKSTATE
ASSOCIATION OF P.B.A.s

Formerly known as Metropolitan Police Conference
Albany Office - 111 Washington Avenue, Room 406, Albany. NY 12210·2207 /518-465.1141/ Fax 518-465.3048

Suffolk County Office· 868 Churcb St. Suite I, Boh~a,NY 11716-5040 /631-563-4200 / Fax 631.563-4104
Administrative Office -13 Reynolds Road, Glen Cove, NY 11541/ 516-609-2732/ Fax 516-676-3956

JeffFl'llyler
Pruulent
Suffolk County PBA

Gus Danese
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Port Authonty PBA

William Diebold
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RaymoDd GlJDmler
Reeordllll SecrtltJly
MTA PBA

ORIGINAL
Marlene H. Dortch. Secretary
Federal COmmUnICatIons Commission
445 12th Street. SW
Washmgton, DC 20554

October 16. 2003 ...-__""
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FCC ~ MA\LROOM

Gary DeJa Raba
COm!Sporulml l>ecrettIry
NA~CWIIl County PBA

Re: SUpport for the Consensus Plan for 800 Maz Realignment
Ex Parte, WT Docket No. 02-55

Pati1ckHall
TreaslU'et'
Glen Cove PIlA

Michael Axelrod
Altomey
F..,t Meadow, NY

McEnerney, Brady & Co.
Ce'tff",4Pu.~A,cou.,,"'III.
Yon!...."". New YClrk

LeguItUl., Comnulte,
Floyd Holloway, Oll-ector
Ken Long, Clwnn..n
Na'....u County PBA
Michael O'Meara
MTAPBA
Lou Matarazzo
NYC' DEAICBA .
Ra)(,~

'Sulfolk County DAI
Chris Heimgartner
NYCLBA
B.UHolmes
Suffolk County PBA
Tim Morris
'Suffolk County 1>OA
Gordie Warnock
N'r '; Tmopcn paA
BmgMarkee
Port "'uthClnty pn",

Dear Ms. Dortch:

On behalf of the New York State ASSOCIation of PBAs, an association
representing more than fifty labor support organization compnsmg 40.000 law
enforcement officers. we wish to advise you of our support regarding the above
consensus plan.

FITst responders in New York State and across the nation are mcreasingly at
nsk because their public safety radio communIcations are vulnerable to interference
from cellular phones. As cellular usage mcreases. the risk of garbled or blocked
polIce. fire and other pubhc safety comnnmications increases. First responders also
urgently need more 800.MHz spectrum to have "interoperable" commumcations
among police and firefighters and among neighboring jurisdictions. Fortunately, a
solunon is available.

The FederalCommunlcations COmmISSion has before It a "Consensus Plan"
that would address cellular/publie safety radio interference problems and provide
more of the spectrum that first responders urgently need for radio' communications.
We support the Consensus Plan along with the Association of Public-Safety
CommunIcatIons Officials-Intemationalt Inc.; the International AssociatIon ofFire
Chiefs. me. and mtemational Municipal Signal Association; the International
Association of Chiefs of Police; the Major Cities Chiefs Association; the Major
CountySheriffs' Association; and theNational Sheriffs' AsSOCiation. The FCC must
adopt the Consensus Plan expeditiously in its public safety spectrum rule-making,
WT Docket No. 02-55. '



The ConsensusPlanoffers the onlyreal, near~tennsolution to existingpublic
safety radiO problems. The Plan provides a comprehensIve solution that addresses
interference to public safety systems, allocates additIonal spectrum for public safety
needs, proVIdes private funding to compensate licensees that may need to relocate to
new channels as the result ofthe Plan, and ensures that all affected licensees receive
equivalent replacement spectrum as part of the spectrum swaps called for by the
Consensus Plan

Other proposals that have been made to the FCC frall far·short and must be
rejected.. The UTC/cellular "plan" Ignores the" problems faced by public safety
.communicators and suggests that case-by~case, after-the-fact solutions could be
found once interference manifests itself. Responding only a:fter~the-fact to the
problems affectIngtune-9riticalpublic safetyservices is not acceptable, since a single
mterference incident canjeopardizetbe hves ofemergencypersonnel and the citIzens
they serve.

Section 1 of the CommumcatIons Act of 1934, provides that the FCC is to
·'promot[e] safety of hfe and property through the use of wire and radio
communication." The Consensus Plan would greatly advance tlus VItal objective.
It has been over sixteen months since the FCC began ItS public safety spectrum
proceeding and over one year since the Consensus Plan was submItted. Supporters
ofthe Consensus Planhave recentlyaddressed the remaining implementation details
asSOCIated with the Plan. There is no reason for the FCC to postpone action any
further.

We urge the FCC to resolve the issues facing the public safety community
expedItiously and adopt in full the teons of the Consensus Plan.

!~
President

lManage 14m6S 1



Before the
Federal Communications Commission

Washington, D.C. 20554

In the Matter of

Improving Public Safety Communications
in the 800 MHz Band

Consolidating the 900 MHz Industrial!
Land Transportation and Business Pool
Channels

To the Commission:

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)

WT Docket No. 02-55

1.

EX PARTE
COMMENTS

OF THE
NEW YORK STATE OFFICE FOR TECHNOLOGY

STATEWIDE WIRELESS NETWORK

November 18, 2003

The New York State Office for Technology, Statewide Wireless Network (SWN),

submits the following comments in support of the August 7, 2003 Ex Parte Submission

of the Consensus Parties in the above-captioned proceeding. With 441 licenses in the

806-824/851-869 :MHz band, SWN is one of the largest 800 :MHz Public Safety license

holders in the US, and therefore has a tremendous stake in the outcome of this

proceeding. New York State supports the modified. Consensus Proposal, and urges the

Commission to adopt the modified "Consensus" proposal so that the re-band~g process

may proceed as quickly as possible.

2. The latest version of the "Consensus Plan" proposes to make changes to Appendix F of

the December 2002 version of the plan - and we specifically cite Attachment 1 of the

August 7, 2003 Ex Parte Comments, which is intended to provide additional interference

1



protection to post-re-banded 806-816/851-861 MHz users. This plan, as modified, now

promises to "virtually eliminate" interference from cellular mobile radio service

("CMRS") to public safety by an average of 99 percent for current National Public Safety

Planning Advisory Committee ("NPSPAC") licensees, and by an average of 88 percent

for public safety licensees in the non-cellular block (809-814/854-859 MHzi. The State

is supportive of these proposed changes, which afford public safety enhanced interference

protection against both out ofband emissionS (OOBE) and intermodulation from CMRS.

3. The State is very encouraged to see relaxation of the minimum signal level thresholds -

which is necessary for reliable operation, and to protect public safety and private wireless

operators from CMRS interference2
• Furthermore, all licensees operating in the non-

cellular 806-816/851-861 MHz band are now protected, not just those outside of the

previously defined 814-816/859-861 MHz "guard band". The proposed plan now
I

protects public safety licensees by lowering the median3 desired levels required for

interference protection to -101 dBm for portable radios and -104 dBm for mobile radios

in the area of interference4". The key aspect of these reduced thresholds is that they will

no longer require public safety systems to be designed on an interference-limited basis in

order to receive interference protection. This is extremely important to the State, and has

been reiterated time and again within many of our previous filings.

4. . The State supports the relief provided to licensees in the 851-861 MHz guard band

channels through the removal of the mitigation threshold sliding scales. The proposed

change prohibits CMRS to public safety interference on guard band channels resulting

1 Ex Parte submission of Consensus Parties submitted August 7, 2003, page 45.
2 Ex Parte submission of Consensus Parties submitted August 7, 2003, Page 47.
3 Furthermore, the measurement methods have now been better defmed.

.! . ) 4 Ibid, Attachment I, page 8.
, l'
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from OOBE and intennodulation. The proposed plan will require CMRS to take the

same corrective actions for guard band licensees as they do for those who have relocated

to the "new" NPSPAC channels6
• This eliminates our previous concerns that licensees

within international border areas would be forced into guard band operations, and thus

suffer under an unbearable minimum signal requirement in order to obtain interference

protection.

5. Our comments in the past only offered conditional support of the consensus plan. This

was mainly due to the high minimum threshold levels that were speCified, and the lack of

guard band7 interference protections. Higher threshold levels and lack of protection in

the guard band would have serious consequences on the design of future public safety

radio systems due to an increased noise floor. Imposing these constraints on radio system

engineers requires systems to be designed on an interference-limited basis. Due to the

increased number of tower sites associated with interference-limited designs, the impact

felt by publi~ safety would be financial. In fiscally challenged communities these

constraints can serioUsly affect the ability to fund and construct public safety radio

systems.

6. The State feels the proposed modifications to the Consensus Plan will be beneficial to the

interests of public safety. We feel the proposed threshold levels will adequately protect

public safety operation from harmful interference caused by GMRS. Additionally, these

thresholds will not require public safety radio systems to be designed on an interference-

S Ibid, Page 47.
6 Ibid, Page 47, NPSPAC licensees relocated to 806-809/851-854 MHz.
7 Specifically, the border region consequences, and the associated minimum signal requirements
8 Filings on WT Docket 02-55 by the New York State Office for Technology Statewide Wireless Network (SWN), Comments of
May 6, 2002, Reply Comments of August 6, 2002, Comments of 9/23/02, February 10, 2003, and Reply comments of February
25,2003.
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limited basis. To ensure the plan's success due diligence is required from CMRS

licensees in remedying interference caused by OOBE and intermodulation. This plan

will go a long way to protect licensees from CMRS interference. However, once the plan

has been enacted the incumbents must remain vigilant to ensure the same mistakes are

not repeated. The problems that resulted in proceedings of WT Docket 02-55 must be

avoided to prevent them from happen again. Note that cellular like operations within the

segregated block can be handled quite easily, since effective frequency coordination can

geographically partition the technologies as necessa,ry.

7. Although we feel that there are additional minor aspects of the Consensus Proposal that

remain to be addressed, we feel comfortable at this point they can and will be resolved as

this Docket proceeds. Therefore we place the support of New York State behind the

modified Consensus Plan Proposal, and urge the Commission to adopt the proposal so

that the re-banding process may proceed as quickly as possible.

Respectfully Submitted,

Hanford C. Thomas

Director - Statewide Wireless Network

New York State Office for Technology

State Capital ESP, PO Box 2062

Albany, New York 12220-0062

(518) 443-2041

. November 18, 2003

I ,) 9 In fact,if effective frequency coordination had been employed in the past across all of the services (i.e. Public Safety and
L NexteIlCMRS/Cellular), then 800 MHz interference may never have become an issue

4
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kevin larkowski
49 north main street, holland, NY 14080-9793

November 25,2003 9:13 PM

Docket Number WT 02-55: I support the Consensus Plan

I support the Consensus Plan that is before the FCC. It is fully consistent with the state of
readiness and the public trust that first responders champion every day. The adoption will
virtually eliminate the persistent and dangerous problem ofthe ever-increasing numbers
of cell phones interfering With our communications systems. Most importantly, it gives
first responders additional spectrum for clear, reliable communications and a platform to
meet their interoperability requirements. The Consensus Plan helps set the stage for
implementing the communications networks required to protect the communities we
serve.

Mitigation approaches are shortsighted, short-term solutions that inevitably will reduce
first responders' effectiveness and put lives at risk. The Consensus Plan solves the
economic, technical and policy problems associated with the current banding for public
safety -- and it also makes room for future needs. By approving this plan, the FCC will be
acting in the best interests of our society and putting public safety first.

I have signed this petition in support of the Consensus Plan because I believe that this
issue needs to be resolved immediately and I urge the FCC to approve the Consensus
Plan without delay.

Sincerely,

kevin larkowski
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Kevin Moore.. . .

312 WolfRd, Latham, NY 12110

November 25, 2003 1:05 PM

Docket Number WT 02-55: I support the Consensus Plan

(

I support the Consensus Plan that is before the FCC. It is fully consistent with the state of
readiness and the public trust that first responders champion every day. The adoption will
virtually eliminate the persistent and dangerous problem of the ever-increasing numbers
of cell phones interfering with our communications systems. Most importantly, it gives
ftrst responders additional spectrum for clear, reliable communications and a platformto
meet their interoperability requirements. The Consensus Plan helps set the'stage for
implementing the communications networks required to protect the communities we
serve.

Mitigation approaches are shortsighted, short-tenn solutions that inevitably will reduce
ftrst responders' effectiveness and put lives at risk. The Consensus Plan solves the
economic, technical and policy problems associated with the current banding for public
safety -- and it also makes room for future, needs. By approving this plan; the FCC will be
acting in the best interests of our society and putting public safety first.

I have 'signed this petition in support of the Consensus Plan because I believe that this
issue needs to be resolved immediately and I urge the FCC to approve the Consensus
Plan without delay.

Sincerely,

Kevin Moore
312WolfRd
Latham, NY 12110



David Awerbuch.
671 Gaynor Place, West Hempstead, NY 11552

November 4, 2003 10:38 PM

Docket Number WT 02-55: I support the Consensus Plan

I support the Consensus Plan that is before the FCC. It is fully consistent with the state of
readiness and the public trust that first responders champion every day. The adoption will
virtually eliminate the persistent and dangerous problem ofthe ever-increasing nwnbers
of cell phones interfering with our communications systems. Most importantly, it gives
first responders additional spectrum for clear, reliable communications and a platform to
meet their interoperability requirements. The Consensus Plan helps set the stage for
implementing the communications networks required to protect the communities we
serve.

Mitigation approaches are shortsighted, short-tetm solutions that inevitably will reduce
first responders' effectiveness and put lives at risk. The Consensus Plan solves the
economic, technical and policy problems associated with the current banding for public
safety -- and it also makes room for future needs. By approving this plan, the FCC will be
acting in the best interests of our societY and putting public safety first.

I have signed this petition in support of the Consensus Plan because I believe that this
issue needs to be resolved immediately and I urge the FCC to approve the Consensus
Plan without delay.

Sincerely,

David Awerbuch
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December 1, 200s

Marlene Oottchr Secretaty .
petferal CotnmUIiiCations Commission
445.1t" Street. S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

effim nf".:t'itt~
atG~.~I ~tmt

~btJk. ..fi€: ~'l7-5S:20
(704) g7g~M'Z5 . .

WI Oocket Number UZ-55

tJearMadam&~1

.-.' .""" ,,'- -.'. "' As·the Chief Of the State$Vll~ 'Fife Department. , ktlow' Ilow.~ it ~ for
firefighters: and~ public safety personnel to haVe aecess'to'"~""and"feli6ble
commuolcaOOn toots_ BUt today; interference in the" aoo· MHz spectrum oontitllJes
to threetten this access. .

We cannot contiriue to toterate this problem.. Without clear and reliable
¢Ommuni~ nteftghters simply cannot do their job: in a safe environment. .

I knoW" that a t1UfJioor of ·potentlal fixes ha~ boon ~ed to the FCC to
address ti1e lnterfererJCe prablem~ t $trtiJigly believe that tJrdy the COnse"rtsus
Plan for' realigning the 800 'MHz spedrum is f:nJiy aiming to $radicate:
irttetference. ft'is financially iitJpossibie for each .entity to address this em.a case-

"b~ ~o. It jg. this proactive ~ch ·that has led me to join my
COIfeagLJe$ fr'Om the kltemationaf Association of 'Fite Chi'et:"li;. In supporting this .
plan.

.. ...

".)
~ ...•.-'

"R~submltled. _

d~
··'"·. •... ..'

" ~~'RIchard Campben~ Fire" Chief

CG:
RepresentatiVe Richard· 'Burr
'2000 West First Street
Wirtstorlsalem. N.C..27104 .
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-Eumbs~ton

Mm-lette~ SecceWy
Pedetd C~lIni~tio:m Commissioo
#5121h~S.W.
Wasbii1gtoo. D.C. ·205S4

Dear MadaMe Sec:t.y~

Rapid. renawe and safeoonmi~' ate~ to oor jobs as~ BlJ1; across the lifnited
S~ Puhfie. safety :md camriierclal.tadID fu:qnenciesate-~ and adjaeem toPile~. .
l~ng1&interfQenve that riSks the fives of'muesponders and theCi~ we.prtUct .. ....

• ..~ • .:... • 0 •.-' - \. • ... '." "••'.. .: •• ,"'.

R~ihis~1he FCC h$~~ tQ resolwtlrlS inte.rfer:ence ro public safety operations.
My~~tm~na1Assooiaikm ofFire~8.S psrt ofapub~ooa~bas

. _~eloped a compt~~ solution named the~US·Plan.

rne~PIlm 'WIDrealignthe~~led ~of800 MHz~:into~ blocks
af~-m;.fl· _.l<i:... saf~aridwiid""~ tbis wm ~~';~lh" eli .' inate -.1..1;" """Gih-.;~....."~""",",,.or~ """";,. .~. "'~.....-....T~m ~~:1~"'.a...,.~

and~ad~~1D~ic.safdy. ~C~ Pian· is the only~ solw(m i.bat
.meets 'the needs of,uhrro safely -and ihat is~el'\Siv.e, fuiIded, and tee1nUcaIlY proven.. . ~. .

~$Oive this problem·at its root b,~1hejumMed spt£ttom. I~10010impl611lti1t 1he .
,C«isens.us Pb.n~d$.y. Y'itSt·~'C.&'Idthe~weproteet-~onit

,"

CbidMike:.CtlX
L~FlI'e Departm.ent
PO Box. 914
~Nt mSY,,()92,4

. "
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MarlC'nt' Dortch, SC'crelary
federal Communications CommiSSion
445 12th Street, S W.
Wushmgton, DC 20554

Dear Madaml' SC'crctary,

~,J '0 t, {-" ~ ~ 1 l. . .

)

I wnte loda} to urge you to take' 3(·tion regarding the prcssmg problem of pubhc safety
mtl'rferencc In the 800 MHt spectrum. TIus Interference to public safety radios IS a dangerous
I l:'31Jty (or first responders and thE' communltiel'l we proudly prote('t

It estimated that more than 350 public llafety agencies will experience mterferenee tius year - the
hIghest single-year total to date Ao.; you know, this interference, by hampering the ability of
publtc safety offiClals to commUn1('.ate clearly, prevents firefighters from -performing their jobs as
well as they ran and &hould ThIS puts lives at ns'k.

1know that ther(' are other propol'als to resolve the problem of mterference at 800 MHz HaVIng
looked at thl'8(" however, r feel that the Consensus Plan represents the most lasting and proactive
solution to mterferl'ncc. By reahgning the spertrum, pubhc safety Interference win be VIrtually
E'liminatcd The Consensu:; Pllm also prOVides additional spectrum to publie safety for future
eommumcatlons platforms Perhaps equall)' important, the Consensus Plan is the only plan that
IS tull} funded - Imposing np <'ost to the public safety communIty or the American taxpayer.

TI i!> for that reason that] ",ould hkc to express my support of the Consensus Plan and express my
bope that you and your colleagues do the same.

Smcerdy,

ChIC'f John J.ockamy
&-8 Gate Volunteer Fire
6t02 Oleander Dr
WIlmlngtnn, NC ~8403-47:i6

ce·
Chatrlnan Powell
Commj&~jont'r Abernathy
CommissIoner Adelstem
CommIssIOner Copps
COmmlS!lIOner Martm

Reprc!>cntatlvc Eric Cantor
a~9 Cannon llUJldmg
Washington, DC 20515
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.Iohn ~, GI~I

1"lIc( hid

.Iohn \\. Lucll'
Deput} I 11 e ('tile!

October 28, 2003

Marlene Dortch. Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
445 12d1 Street. S W
Washmb'1:0n. DC 20554

DCur Madame Secretary,

As a chief tor the Wmston·Salem Fue Department, I know how important It is for firefighters and
other pubhc c;afety personnel to have access to clear and reliable communication tools. But today,
JIlterferencc In the 800 MHz spectrum continue~ to threaten this access.

\Vl' cannolcontmue to tolerate this problem. Without c1earand reliable communications. firefighters
"Imply cannot do their Job as weU as the)' &hould be able to.

I kno,"" that a number of potential fixes have been presented to the FCC to address the mterference
problem But It seems to me that only the Consensus Plan for realigning the 800 MHz spectrum, IS

tml} allmng to eradicate mterlerence, rather tbanjust fIX it case-by-case when it happens to occur
It If, this proactlvc approach that has led me to .10m my colleagues from the InternatIonal Association
of FIre ChIefs 111 supportmg the Plan

No\\ I 8'ik that you JOIll me and hundred5 or public safety organizations across the state and the
COUnlr) m v01clng your support to the FCC' and speakmg out on behalf of the Consensus Plan

Respectfully submitted,

NOV 2' ~OJ]

t~~ii, (GC::M ~
c.J. /l:J.

.J w. Gist, Fir;~f
inston-Salem Fire Department

P o. Box 2511
Winston-Salem, NC 27102-2511
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KERNERSVIlLE FIRE DEPARTMENf
Post Office Drawer 728 • Kernersville. North Carolina 27285-0728

o(',.onfh·mt~

NU'J 1 .) "'If i "

l)istributlC/11 !--,~

\LLrkm' Dc>rrch, ~~cretary
l'ederaI CnmmumcatlOm Cl)mnU~SIOIl

4-4-5 l:!th ~rrcet. S W
\oX ,15hmglOn. 0 C 20554

• lof J

\
I

,·1011 1..-

...~

, '\ (lulu hkc to bnng to ~ llU! ,menl1un an tmpurtant Issue that profoundly unpacts our

Cl1untn- 1be I... ::oue 1'\ publlC safe[~ raulo I.nterfercoce - a problem In desperate need of a
"llutlnn Pubbc !>afet} cnmrouruGLt!oo!>::'yMem" and commeroal wu:e1ess operanons are
!ol.:ated on aUJacent and IIlternunglcd Ch:100cl... lO the 800 MHz "pectrum band The
problem rhe rechnologte" ll:.ed b, publIc ..afeq. and corome.tClaI wltdeS:i> are lllcompanble
\\ IIh one .mother a!> neIghbor.. Tbe lesult dangerous U1terferencc, wwch causes garbled
u)mmuruC:lrJOOS and pre\ em'" pubhc "ater\, ufficlalS from domg thClt Jobs,

There- 1" a plan l.urrcntJv under conslderanon at t.he Federal Commumcattons C:omnussion
Ihal re:lhg~& the cnrrent Jumbled UCen&lOg of ROO MH.l sysTems mto ::.eparate blocks of
..pCCtrunl tor pubhc ...afc£) and cellular wlrcless C3r.r:!Crl>. Tlus plan will VlrtUally elumnate
pubhc ~atcl")" lIltcrferencc. pto'Hde add1Uonall>pectrom to public '.)afety and offet a futUre
plurfolTrl f,)( cornmuOJcahon:> neruorJ.." that arc needed to protect our cornmulUUCS all at 00

to". 10 the.. \mencan taxpa\ocr '

11w plan I'" knmlon a!> the Ctln"CJ1<,ll~ Plan :lnd IS rhe only proactve and comprehensive
"lolutloll IU tlu"l dangerou<, problem Implemcotll1g the I.onsensus Plan would not CC)s[

r,1"p.ln:rs a c;1.ngk.d!11Iar \~ ,l tirt' (hid. ( lI.n..~ ,rl1..., to loin me and manv o{mv collea~ue!> In

",uppoftlng th IS "olutlon

I hank \OU 10 ,Ld\ ance for vour cooo;IJcranon

He..r regard~ .

.~~~.,;e~'-
""':crner!lvJlle hre
p<) Box ....~8
Kemer"\',Ue, \Ie. 1.728~...(r' 28

HECV'O & INSPECTEL.

NOV 2 5 lOJ3

fCC-GBG lItWLR<lOl\

V01C6 336..0 96·.d8B5. Fax 336·996.4298
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Ohi~Sutment of Administrative serVlc~
Bob Taft, Governor
ScottJohnson,D/~~or

August27,2003
MPO.03.286 '

MARes Program Office
Suite 150
2323 west Fifth Avenue
Columbus,Ohlo-43204

614.995.0060 voice ,
614.995.0067 fax ,

, www.state.oh;usldas/dcslmares

".~"

Ms. Marlene H. Dortch
Secretary
,Federal'Communications Commission
44512th Street,'SW '
Washington, DC 20554

,RE: Docket 02-55

Ms.portch: -' ,

I am writing you todaytQ express the suppo~ of our OhioMARCS P~ogramOffite for
the"Consensus Plann·currently proposed to you, as a means to resolve the ongoing
interference problems being' experienced by. public safety agencies nationwide.

The MARCSprogram is in the final stages of implementing a statewide 800 MHz
trunked digital voice system, as well as a statewide 800 MHz wireless data system.

-, The system is serving all state-level firSt responder agencies, and we will continue to
add local police, fire and ~MS services as we finish building the system out.

We, like many other agencies, have experienced interference we believe is caused
by cellular phone technologies sharing our frequency ranges.

Aft~r careful study, we believe the "consensus plannis the most Viable solution to the
challenge before us, which must be resolved as expeditiously as possible, in the .
interest of pUblic safety, officer safety,arid homeland security.

, If you have questions pertaining to this matter, please contact me at (614),466-2257
-or (614) 207-4453.

Sincerely,

Darryl L. Anderson ,
Ohio MARCSProgram Administrator

- Service, Support; Solutions for Ohio Government



DOCKET F'LE COpy ORIGiNAL

Department of Public Safety *••f.::::"~Jf.~
Mitchell J. Brown, Dlre.ctar .. : I ~

. ! ~ *
Division of Communications~ - I I
Thomas A. Trufant, Admlnlstrator:J"t"t'f())-l-"'~,
220 Greenlawn Avenue City of Columbus
Columbus, Ohio ~223-2694 Mayor MIchael B. Coleman

July 31,2003
RECEIVED &INSPECTED

Marlene H Dortch
SecretarY
.Federal Commurncanons CoJI11lllSSlOn

·445 12111 Street, SW '
I ,. .

.Washmgton DC 20~54

RE Docket 02..55

Dear Ms. Dortch:

AUG 0 8 2003

FCC - MAILROOM

The DtVlsi6n ofCoJDIIlwucatlon, Department ofPubltc S8fetY,wQuld hke to express Its support fOf the
."Consen~us Plan" filed by pubhc.safety orgsmzatIons, pnvate Wlreiess drgamzanons, and NeX1eI, In the
above-referenced proceedmg regardIng mterferenc~ ~o 800 MHz public safety systeins . .

The DJ.V1S~on ofCommumcatlOns. Department ofPUblic Safety. CIty ofColumbus IS responmble for the
pnmarji VOIce radIO system, an 800 MIiz multl-slteslmulc~ 28 cJuuinel1runked system 11Sedby .
Columbus FlTe and,Pohce. the Frankhn County Sheriff's Office. and many other first responders m
Franklm County,OhID: There are appro:nmately 7,400 radIOS on·the system bemg used for pnmary
cQrD.mumcatlons, mutUal 8ld, or mteroperal>lllty.among some 119 agencies. We have repeatedly
expenenced radIO mterference. It is· an on-gomg problem Wlth no stIPple solutIon that IS readlly avallable

\ . .

AcceptIng the "Consens"usPlan"lOstead ofthe "Balanced Approach" WJ11.

• Eluninate most·mterference to cnoCaI systems used by :first responders
• IS not reactIve but proactIve • .
• ProVldes-fimchng for the plan

'. Addresses the r~t cauSe ofthe lliterference
• ProVldes addItIonal channels fOT PUbhc Safety

Respectfully subnutted,

YkM 4;;;:;r
Thomas A. Trufant .
CommunIcatIons AdmuuStratoT

03-11S-TATllt

c:DaVld M. Borden

. ADMINISTRATION (614) 645-7710

t ...~
. . ,.... " .. - .. .:

..~ ~ .. - ..~ ,..-

~ -
. FAX (614) 645-4819

o
MAINTENANCE. (61~j 645-7344

. THE CITY OF COu.IMBUS IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER

-------_.



. I R£CEnIED& INSPECTBJ

AUG 222003 .

.F.CC .. MAIlAOOM

AugustJ4, 2003

OOCKETFJlE copy ORIGINAl.

PIC1(AWAY.~OUNTY,.OmO

BOARJ) OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
800 MHz AdvisoryBoard·

139 West Franklin Street
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MarleneH. Dortch
SecretaIy
Federal Communications Commission

.. 44S 12th Street,sW
.Washington, DC 20554

.. Re: Docket 02-55

....... DeatMs.-DortdK·· - ..

My name is James E. Bingman and lam the System Administrator for the Pickaway
. COmity, Ohio'800MHz County Wide Radio System WPJMs.S6. Our·systems oWners, the ....

Plckaway CoUnty BoaroofCOunty Commissioners~ our 800MHz System Advisory·
Board,and ~oreimportailtlyall ofour "First Responder PUblic SafetyUs~" that
.dwendon our 800MHZ radio, syStem are exttemely concerned with this issue and What
solutions mooing considered to resolve n.

It would be {)Ur beliefthat the solution proposed with~ "Consensus Plan" that this pian·
would offer the best approach to handle this problem. .

, .

The "Consensus Plan" appears to best address the issue by:
-Eliminating most of the interference to critical public·safety systems .
• :LOoks attheroot cause ofinterference .
• Provides for funding to implement the plan . .
- Will provide additional 800MHz frequencies/channels

I would like~ go on record to express oUr agencies support for the "Consensus Plan"
filed by public safety organizations, private wireless organizations, andNex.tel, in the
above-related proceeding regardiitg interference to 800MHz pub~ic safety comm\Ulieation
systems.

·Rf:~tfully submittedt

d~·~~
. James E. Bingman . U
. .. SYstem Administrator .
, ... Pickaway County, Ohio '

800MHz County Wide Radio System
No of Cri~.I',~ rec'd,:... . 0
L1stABCOE . .

-.
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Technlc.al ServIces
MiCHAEL E' BAILEV
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Fiscal Officer
JOSI:PH BOBINGER.
595-8446 '
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,Sec.etar)l 2,
", DANA SCHRAiI

:595-8443

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISS,ONERS
DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNICATIONS

2377 CIVIC CENTER DRIVE
CINCINNATI, OHIO 45231

(513) 825-217~ ,

, , July 31, 2003 .

OIRE,CTOR
WILLIAM H HINKLE

Operations Manager
GREGORY A. WENZ

Telecommunications
RONALO W. BIEN

'Marlene H Dortch
,$ecre~!)' ..... ..

Federal Communlcatlons Commission
445'12"' Street. SW ,
Washington, DC 20554

Reference: Docket Number 02·55

. ...~. ,'l ',,-l I
.'. " " ......;••;.;.;.;." , ...., I, ..

Dear Ms Dorlch

ThiS letter IS to ~dvise you that the HamiltonCounty COlTlmunlcatlon Center JOins
WithAPCO In support for the ·Consensus Plan" filed by publiC safety organizations, pnvate
Wireless' organizations. and Nextel, In the above-reference Docket to remedy the
Interference problef'!'ls plagUing 800 MHz public safety systems nation Wide

Our 800 MHz system prOVides emergency COmmunications to ov.er 100 law
enforcement, fire and EMS agencies In our County It also supportS a number of public'
service agencies such as the Metropolitan Sewer Dlstnct and mUnlclpal'piJbhc works, '
recreations and parks 'It was Installed to take advantage of Interoperabillty, enhanced
coverage and because- of Its reliability Harmfui Interference qUickly negates all the

, reasons we Installed the system ' '" ' .

From'my perspecbve the Consensus Plan IS th~ best solution No gpvernmental
entity c~n '~fford to do thiS on Its own and I applaud Nextel foroffenng to fund the fix Also
With Nextel's voluntarY lnvcilvement, the process Will happen smother and much qUicker
than It would if the FCC was requlrel'! to mandate thiS fix .r see thIS plan as a win-Win
The Consensus Plan not only prOVides addItIonal spectrum, which IS a major factor, but It
also fixes the problem and prOVides funds to Implement It And, the problem IS fixed for
both the prtv~te and, public stakeholders We' need reliable communications now more
than ever as we all fortify our operations to Increase homeland secunty and prepare to
respond,to inCidents that were unheard of only a tew years ago

.Cnc"!~tf.l~
~AWenz, :;>

Operations Director

"~',

DEDiC.... nll To 1N'l f(iR!TY. r XC~LUNC'E. COMI'.'ISSION, AND PROIESSIONALlSM



Martene Oortcht Secretary
Federal. CommuniCations Commission
445 12th Street, S. W.
Washington, ~.C. 20554 .

Deat Madame Secretary,

~d, relia-bie and- safe eomrnunt~ are 'criticaf' to 6ur"jobs _~ But
aaroSs the United Stmes, pubtfc safety and commercial radio frequenoies ate .
ititenninQled and acij13C$f1t t-tij one anotherj leading ~ interfei'~ that risKS the lives of
first respond.ers and the citizens we pmtect.

.'~.. . ..,.." .... :. '. -, ..

Recognizing thlS, the FCO has promised aotWrl tor~e this .i$tference to pubUe
safetY~ons.. My~nt the tntemationat ASsoclatfon of Are C4iief.s. as part
of a ptibflclprlvate ooafltlooj has developed a comprehensive $OliJtfQn named the·
·~Ptan.

The~U$ P1afI wiU realign the eurtant jtJrnbJett"~ng of 800 MHzsystems into
~ bJGcks of spectrum fur pubiis $afet¥ and wireless oanler$. 'This WilI-'rirtual\y
eliminate public safety interference and provide additional's~ to ptJbfte safety•.

. TheCo~ Plan is the 3~Y propo~ solUtion thatm~ tfie neet1&~public safety
tmd that is oomprahert$lve, funded, and technically proven. . .. .

CHief Mitch,· '. .
UppSr Al1lrtgtoo 'ire DMslon
3$)0 Tremont Rd,
.Upper Arlington, QH '43221

~
RepresentatIVe OebQrah 'Pryce
5QO South Front $tre$t, Suite 1130
OoJumbU$, oH 43215
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Mark Johnson
2700 Lyons Rd. , Miamisburg, OR 45342

November 29, 2003 11:56 PM

Docket Number WT 02-55: I support the Consensus Plan .

I support the Consensus Plan that is before the FCC. It is fully consistent with the state of
readiness and the public trust that first responders champion evety day. The adoption will
virtually eliminate the persistent and dangerous problem of the ever-increasing numbers
of cell phones interfering with our commtmications systems. Most importantly, it gives
:first responders additional spectrum for clear, reliable communications.and a platform to
meet their interoperability requirements. The Consensus Plan helps set the stage for
implementing the commtmications networks required to protect the communities we
serve.

Mitigation approaches are shortsighted, short-term solutions thaOnevitably will reduce
first responders' effectiveness and put lives at risk. The Consensus Plan solves the
economic, technical and policy problems associated with the current banding for public
safety -- and it also niakes room for future needs. By approving this plan, the FCC will be
acting in the best interests of our society and putting public safety first. ./

I have signed this petition in support of the Consensus Plan because I believe that this
issue needs to be resolved immediately and I urge the FCC to approve the Consensus
Plan without delay.

Sincerely,

Mark Johnson
2700 Lyons Rd.
Miamisburg, OH 45342



·) Paul Ba(niiiiiiias~co~.~~~ ....._~.......... ....._
2301 Nebraska, Toledo, OH 43607

November 2,2003 10:38 AM

Docket Number WT 02-55: I support the Consensus Plan

I support the Consensus Plan that is before the FCC. It is fully consistent wi1it the' state of
readiness and the public trust fuat first responders champion every day. The adoption will
virtually eliminate the persistent and dangerous problem of the ever-increasing numbers
of cell phones interfering with our communications systems. Most importantly, it gives
first responders additional spectnnn for clear, reliable communications and a platform to
meet their mteroperability requirements. The Consensus Plan helps set fue stage for
implementing the communications networks required to protect "the communities we
serve.

Mitigation approaches are shortsighted, short-term solutions that inevitably will reduce
first responders' effectiveness and put lives at risk. The Consensus Plan: solves "the

. economic, technical and policy problems associated with "the current banding for public
safety -- and it also makes room for future needs. By approving "this plan, fue FCC will be
acting in "the best interests of om society and putting public safety fust.

I have signed this petition in support of"the Consensus Plan because I believe that this
issue needs to be resolved immediately and I urge the FCC to approve fue Consensus
Plan without delay.

Sincerely,

Paul Bagnasco
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December 12,2003

VIA ELECTRONIC FILING

Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Re: Support for the Consensus Plan for 800 MHz Realignment
Ex Parte, WT Docket No. 02-55

Dear Ms. Dortch:

Here in Oregon, we operate on a 800 MHz trunked radio system providing
. critical pUblic safety communications for police, fire and emergency personnel.

We are actively following this vital proceeding for public safety and request that
our views be considered.

First responders in Oregon and across the Nation are increasingly at risk
because their public safety radio communications are vulnerable to interference
from cellular phones. As cellular usage increases, the risk of garbled or blocked
police, fire and other public safety communications increases. First responders
also urgently need more 800 MHz spectrum to have "interoperable"
communications among police and firefighters and among neighboring
Jurisdictions. Fortunately, a solution is available.

-
The Federal Communications Commission has before it a "Consensus

Plan" that would address cellular/public safety radio interference problems and
provide more of the spectrum that first responders urgently need for radio
communications. We support the Consensus Plan along with the Association of
PUblic-Safety Communications Officials-International, Inc.; the International
Association of Fire Chiefs, Inc. and International Municipal Signal Association;

, the International Association of Chiefs of Police, the Major Cities Chiefs
Association; the Major County Sheriffs' Association; and the National Sheriffs'
Association. The FCC must adopt the Consensus Plan expeditiously in its public
safety spectrum rulemaking, WT Docket No. 02-55.

The Consensus Plan offers the only reElI, near-term solution to existing
public safety radio problems. The Plan provides a comprehensive solution that
addresses interference to public safety systems, allocates additional spectrum for
public safety needs, pro~ides private funding to compensate licensees that may

)

)



need to relocate to new channels as the result of the Plan, and ensures that all
affected licensees receive equivalent replacement spectrum as part of the
spectrum swaps called for by the Co~sensus Plan.

Other proposals that have been made to the FCC fall far short and must
be rejected. The UTC/cellular "plan" ignores the problems faced by public safety
communicators and suggests that case-by-case, after-the-fact solutions could be
found once interference manifests itself. Responding only after-the-fact to the
problems affecting time-critical public safety services is not. acceptable, since a

. single interference incident can jeopardize the lives of emergency personnel and
the citizens they serve.

Section 1 of the Communications Act of 1934, provides 'that the FCC is to
I "promot[e] safety of life and property through the use of wire and radio

communication." The Consensus Plan would greatly advance this vital objective.
It has been over sixteen months since the FCC began its public safety spectrum
proceeding and over one year since the Consensus Plan was submitted.
Supporters of the Consensus Plan have recently addressed the remaining
implementation details associated with the Plan. There is no reason for the FCC

j to postpone action any further.

. We urge the FCC to resolve the issues facing the public safety community
expeditiously and adopt in full the terms of the Consensus Plan. The Executive
Board of the Oregon Council of Police Associations, which represents 3,000
police, corrections & law enforcement support personnel from across Oregon, is
counting on you...

Sincerely,

David Burleigh, President

Oregon Council of Police Associations
PO Box 2285, Roseburg, OR. 97417
541-839-4046 execocpa@rosenet.net

)

)

cc [Oregon Congressional Delegation]

)



))
" I.......

December 11,2003

VIA ELECTRONIC FILING

Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
445 12111 Street SW
Washington, DC 20554

RE: Support for the "Consensus Plan for 800 MHz Realignment"
Ex Parte, WT Docket No. 02-55

Dear Ms. Dortch:

As the Fire Chief ofTualatin Valley Fire & Rescue (TVF&R), the largest fire protection district in
Oregon,1 know that effective radio communications are critical to the mission ofall public safety
responders. In fact, any interference with radio transmission could mean the difference between life and
death of the victims they are rescuing or of their fellow responders. For this reason, TVF&R, the Oregon
Fire Chiefs Association (OFCA), and the Western Fire Chiefs Association (WFCA) are following the
proceedings of FCC WT Docket No. 02-55 and request that our collective views be considered.

TVF&R and over 25 other local fire, law enforcement, and public agencies throughout Washington and
Clackamas Counties use an 800 MHz trunked radio system. Our firefighters have eJqJerienced fIrst-hand
interference from cellular phones, which garbled or blocked our radio transmissions. Across the state,
ot4er agencies using 800 MHz systems have experienced the same problem.

The WFCA (representing fIre chiefs from Alaska, Arizona, California, Hawaii, Idaho, Montana,
Nevada, Oregon, Washington, and Utah), the OFCA, and TVF&R support and encourage the FCC to
adopt the "Consensus Plan for 800 MHz Realignment" as it provides the most viable solution
formulated to date to address cellular/public safety radio interference and allocates additional spectrum
well-needed by first responders. This plan also provides for private funding to compensate licensees for
any necessary spectrum relocation.

Concurrently, we request the FCC work with Nextel to ensure that the funding is administered in a
manner which ensures the interference problem is solved.

Respectfully submitted,

~~
J~:t;'OhnSon, Fire Chief
OFCA Board Member
WFCA Vice President

Office ofthe Fire Chief
20665 SWBlanton St., Aloha, Oregon 97007· (503) 649-8577 •chiefJohnson@tvfr.com •www.tlfr.com
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Dear FCC,
The City of Salem, Communications Division supports the consensus plan
contingent upon Nextel's pledge and guaranty of the 500 million to fund
all relocation and/or conversion costs incurred by this public safety
agency.
Thank you,
Dave Emmons



PENNSYLVANIA



CURT WELDON
llll DtlTRICT. PENNSYLVANIA

141& IIA_N Hou6t O'...ce lull._C:
WAllMGTON, be 20","3807

CIDII 225-2011

i 15S4l GARRETT llo,ACl
! IJpI'lIl DA"..... PA 19082

(I1DI2&I-07OO

E·mall: eultpiOl18M1i1,holll"IOY
_.hDUK·llovtcurcweldOlI

MIORATOR¥ .'''P
CDN8~IlV.ATION COMM'SSION

MI'UBLICAN POLICY COMMI""

*
QCongrt.~ of tbe ltniteb 6tlltt.

_oUSt of !\tpre.entatib£1
.aifJimrtan, .~ 20515-3807

NOvember 25, 2003

COMMmu ON ARMEO SERVices
MILITA/lT I'fIOCUIIEMEHT. CHAIlIMAN

MLRAIlV IlPOINII.
SHOIAL OYIIlIIGHT "ANIL ON MERCHANT MAIIIHC

SPECllllMRSIGH1' ~"NI\ ON 1I1lRDRIIM

COMMITTEE ON SCIENCE
llilfA/lCH

ENVIIlOlliMll'IT. TlCHNaLDCiV .".D 'T~D""Dt

COoCWl\tftMANl
CONGIIEISIDNAL FIRE IIIIVICEI CMlC\,II

DUM'I-COftGIl." _ND... G"CU~
GlOli OCIAM ""Ol1lOTlDN TASK fOllIes

CXlNGllflllONAl OIl.T" CAUCuS

The Honorable Michael Powell
Chaitman
Federal Conununications Commission
445 12th Street. NW
Washinst0n, D.C. 20554

Dear The HonOrable Powell:

I am keenly interested in finding a solution to the dangerous problem ofpublic safety 800
MHz interference. Published findings and research have Ions pointed to the need to implement a
permanent and long-term solution to the rise in interference in radio communications for
firefighters, police and BMS personnel across America. Like our nation's first responders, we
call upon the Federal Communications Commission to take the necessary action to resolve this
major challenge.

Our nation's first responders Deed clear and reliable communications in order to perfonn
their jobs effectively. Dangerous interference, which this year hit a new high, is due to the
intenningling ofpublic safety and wireless carriers in the 800 MHz speetnun. An effective plan
must address the root cause of interference by realigning this jumbled spectrum. instead of
relying on reactive mitigation tactios that leave some jurisdictions with older. more wlnerable
systems. With so many lives on the line, a clear and final decision must be made to re-band
intermingled spectrum to pennanently md eft'ectivoly extinguish interference and protect against
future circumstances that will inevitably arise in other jurisdictions.

However, it is absolutely necessary that any such plan account for all of the potential
costs that public BBfety agencies may accrue to relocate to the new spectrum. Furthennore, local
public agenoies must not be burdened to front the costs oCthe transition when many jurisdictions
have recently invested millions ofdollars to update their older systems to the current NPSPAC
spectrum. Tho final roling by the FCC should include sufficient funds available, not merely
promised, Cor multiple retunes, equipment upgrades or replacement, manpower, parts, and other
required items. It is also important for the Commission to account for the unique types ofstate
wide or regional communications systems that have evolved to integrate urban, nual,
international borders and multi-jurisdiction areas. I favor any plan that calls for industry to
contribute to the costs ofthe transition.

~IS STATlONEIIV ""INTII) ON I'1I,I'IiR MAgi 01' RECYCLED '181RI
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The Honorable Michael Powell
October 31, 2003
Page 2

America's firefighters, emergency medical personnel and law enforcement officers will
continue to risk their lives by responding to hazardous situatiorts without sufficient
communications to direct their actions or alert them oC dangers. In response, the FCC must take
the initiative and provide the tools necessary for our nation's first responders to do their job
effectively and safely. I implore you to make the solution to communications interference your
top priority.

Y'f}~
CURT WELDON
Member ofCongress

CW:jd

T-'Tr ,......,... ,..T?vn I
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Rich Matason
911 Public Safety Road, Greensburg, PA 15601

November 25, 2003 2:39 PM

Docket Number WT 02-55: I support the Consensus Plan

I support the Consensus Plan that is before the FCC. It is fully consistent with the state of
readiness and the public trust that first responders champion every day. The adoption will
virtually eliminate the persistent and dangerous problem ofthe ever-increasing numbers
ofcell phones interfering with our communications systems. Most importantly, it gi~es
first responders additional spectrum for clear, reliable communications and a platform to
meet their interoperability requirements. The Consensus Plan helps set the stage for
implementing the communications networks required to protect the communities we
serve.

Mitigation approaches are shortsighted, short-term solutions that inevitably will reduce
first responders' effectiveness and put lives at risk. The Consensus Plan solves the
economic, technical and policy problems associated with the current banding for public

. safety -- and it also makes room for future needs. By approving this plan, the FCC will be
acting in the best interests of our society and putting public safety first.

. I have signed this petition in support of the Consensus Plan because I believe that this
issue needs to be resolved immediately and I urge the FCC to approve the Consensus
Plan without delay.

Sincerely,

Rich Matason
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Stanley Hoffman
16874th Ave, York, PA 17403

October 31, 2003 7:04 AM

Docket Number WT 02-55: I support the Consensus Plan

I support the Consensus Plan that is before the FCC. It is fully consistent with the state of
readiness and the public trust that first responders champion every day. The adoption will
virtually eliminate the persistent and dangerous problem of the ever-increasing numbers
ofcell phones interfering with our communications systems. Most importantly, it gives
first responders additional spectrum for clear, reliable communications and a platform to
meet their interoperability requirements. The Consensus Plan helps set the stage for
implementing the communications networks required to protect the communities we
serve.

Mitigation approaches are shortsighted, short-term solutions that iJ;levitably will reduce
first responders' effectiveness and put lives at risk. The Consensus Plan solves the
economic, technical and policy problems associated with the current banding for public
safety -- and it also makes room for future needs. By approving this plan, the FCC will be
acting in the best interests of our society and putting public safety first.

I have signed this petition in support of the Consensus Plan because I believe that this
issue needs to be resolved immediately and I urge the FCC to approve the Consensus
Plan without delay.

Sincerely,

Stanley Hoffman



RHODE ISLAND



November 4, 2003

The Honorable Michael K.. Powell
Chairman
Federal Communications CoriDnission

. 445 12th Street, SW .
I ,. .

.Washirigton, DC 20554

Re: WT· Docket Number 02-55 (Public Safety on '800 Megahertz Band)
. .

Dear Chairman Powell:
I. I

As a memb~r ofthe House Select Committee on.Homeland Security, I have heard from
. first responders and public safety leaders in my di~ct and around the. country about the

critical issue ofpublic· safety interfererice. In fact,in,a recent Survey Iconducted of first
responders in my district, nearly halfof the respondents listed commuirlcations as one of·' '
their top three homeland security priorities.' .. .

. "\

The fact that public safety officials are worried about their safety and the safety oftbose
they protect because ofproblen:is with the spectrum is ofgreat concern to me, and it points . '
to an urgent need to ensure that our first responders are equipped with the proper tools for
rapid and reliable communications: '

Interference with public safety communicatioIis is an increasing probl!-'Dl through~ut the '
.countrY and will only worsen as commercial wireless'operators, and pUblic safety entities
continue to enhance their communications systems. This type ofmterference must,be .

, remedied in a comprehensive manner. The risk to our first responders is too great to rely
on an approach based on resolving iIiterference only after it occurs in a particular location.

As you know, the primary cause of this interference is the close proximity ofpublic safety.
and coinmercial Wireless operations within the 800 MHz spectrum band. In order to
virtually eliminate the probability of interference, the 800 :MHz specti'um needs to be

,realigned. I support a solution that accomplishes this goal while simultaneously proViding
the public ,safety community with much-needed additional spectrum at no cost to th~ir, ". -, .

, organizations or to local governmentS, many of which are now struggling thropgh fiscal
crises oftheir own.



This is a critical issue fOJ; our country, and we cannot afford to stop·short in this endeavor,
or rely upon a piecemeal solution. I appreciate your interest in addressing this problem '
'and urge you and your fellow Commissioners to act expeditiously to realign the 800:MHz '
spectrum with the best interests of our public safety officials, and all American citizens, in
mind. Thankyou for your attention to this matter; and I look forward to working with you.

Sincerely,

JamesR. Lmgeviil
Member of Congres~

, ,

cc: The Honorable Kathleen Q~ Aberathy
The Honorable Jonathan S. Adelstein
The Honorable Michael J.Copps
,The Honorable Kevin J. Martin
Ms. Marlene H. 'Dol1;ch,FCCSecretary
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DEPARTMENT OF ATTORNEY GENERAL
. 150 South Main Street • Providence, RI 02903

(401) 274-4400
TDD (401) 453-0410

Patrick C. Lynch, Attorney General

)
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November 24,2003

Ms. Marlene H. Dortch
Secretary
Federal Communicatioils Commission
445 Twelfth Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Re:WT DOGket No. 02-55 (public Safety on 800 Megahertz Band)

Dear Secretary Dortch:

,I write in suppbJ;t of the Consensus Plan ·to· eliminate interference. to public safety
cominunications systems and private wireless systems operating at 800 :MHz,

Having access to reliable commpnications is critical to the public safety agencies of this
state. "Adoption of this plan will enhance the ability of oUT;" public safety agencies' to

. communicate. This office has folJIld that utilization of wireless commulfications to
communicate with public safety agencies is no longer a luxury; it is a necessity. I urge
the Commission to adopt this prClposal.
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December 2, 2003

Ms. Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary
Federill Communications Commission
445 Twelfth St, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Ms. Dortch,

I am Writing about a serious concern regarding theinteroperability ofmy state's 800 megahertz
radio band, which carries dedicated channels for public safetYus.e. Commercial wireless carriers operate on
interleaved adjacent bands. The technologies of these operations create significant problems for our first
re~ondei:s when interference occurs- and their radios areunable to communicate.

The elimination o{spectrum interference warrants the Federal Communications Commission's
immediate attention.

The FCC is considering a plan to address the problem surroUnding the 800 :MHZ systems
licensing. The Consensus Plan will help to eliminate the disruptive interference, provide additional
spectrum for pUblic safetY and first responders in addition to providing a foUndation for future 
development

I urge the FCC to approve the ConseI1!!Us Plan and address this sigiiliicant pl,"oblem i:b. public
safety communfcationS. Thank for your attention to this matter. Please feel free to contact me at"niy office
ifI can be Of any assistance. - -

Sincerely,

Charles J. Fogarty

CJF/rs

State House - Providence, iu 02903-1196 - (401) 222-2371



NO-RTH KINGSTOWN POLICE DePARTMENT
8166 POST _ROAD, NORTH KINGSTOWN, RHODE ISLAND 02852

Telephone: (401) 294-3311 FAX: (401) 294-6830
Administrative Offices: (401) 294-3316
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CHIEF OF pouc:e
Steven B. Fage

December 1, 2903

Marlene R. Dortch
Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
445 Twelfth Street. S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: WT 02--55 (Improving Public Safety Communications in the 800 MHz Band)

Dear Secretary Dortch,

Many "thanks to the Commission for focusing on the issue of public safety interference:. .
This_Is a -problem that has IUrked~ in the background for far too long. Communications for public
safety officials is essential and the fact that they are compromised because of wireless operators
is a problem that needs to ~e addressed immediately.

It concerns me that this problem only seems to be growing. We cannot wait for
something to happen to one of our officers or a member of- our community as a result of
interference to determine a solution-. We need to act now. .

I support the ConSensus Plan because it is the only real solution aVailable. The problem
is the intermingled spectrum, so the sensible approach is to realign the spectrum and solve the

- . problem. The Consensus Plan has the support of the public safety community·because it has our
priorities in mind: elimination of interference, additional spectrum to public safety and at no cost
to us, local governments or taxpayers.

PleaSe- do not leteorporate interest distract you from the real issue here. Implement the
Consensus Plan and solve the interference issue Once and for ail.

Best Regards,

~.~
Chief Steven B. Fage -
North Kingstown Police Department
8166 Post Road
North Kingstown, Rhode Island 02852

Copies to:' Chairman Powell and Commissioners Abernathy,
Adelstein; Copps, and Martin
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August 20, 2003 .

, .
VIA ELECTRONIC FILING

Marlene H. Dortch, Secretary
Federal Communications Commission

.445 12th Street, SW .
Washington, DC 20554

. Re; Support for the Consensus Plan for 800 MHz Realignment.
Ex Parle, wr Docket No. 02-55 .

Dear Ms. Dort-eh:·· .
. . .. . . I

The City of North Myrtle Beach, South Carolina operates an 800 MHz
·trunked radio system providing critical public safety commuriications· for police, .

fire and emergency personnel. We are actively following this vital proceeding for . .
pUblic safety and. request that lour views be considered. . ." .. ..

" .

. , . First responders in South Carolina and across th~ Nation are increasingly
at 'riskbeeause theirpub!ic safety radio communications are vulnerable' to
interfer~ricefrom cellular phones. . As cellulsr usage increases, the risk of

.garbled or block~d police, fire and other pUblic safety communicaticms increases.
~First· responders' also urgently need more. 800 MHz spectrum to have
"interoperable" cOmmunications. among police and" firefighters and .among
neighboring jurisdictions. ,Fortunately,a solutionis available.

. :: . .' \,., " . ,",.

The. Federal' Communications' Commission has' before it a "Consensus
. Plan" that would address cellular/public safety radio interference problems. and
,provide more of the spectrum that first responders urgently need fornadio
. communications. We support the' Consensus Plan along with the Assodation' of
PUblic~SafetyCommunicationsOfficials-International, Inc.;' the. International
Association of Fire Chiefs, Iric. and International" Municipal Signal' AssoCiation.;
the. International Association of Chiefs of Police, the Major Cities Chiefs
A~sociation; the Major County Sheriffs' Association; and the National Sheriffs'
Association. The FCC must adopt the Consensus Plan expeditiously in its public
safety spectrum. rulemaking, WT Docket No. 02-55.

, .

. The Gonserisus Plan offers the only real, near-term solution to existing
public safety radio pro,blems. The Plan provides a comprehensive solution' that
.addresses interference to pUblic safety systems, allocates:additional speCtrum for
pUblic safety rieeds,providesprivate funding to compensate. licensees that may



need to relocate to new channels as the result of the Plan, and ensures that all
affected licensees receive· sufficient . replacement spectrum· as' part ·of the
spectrum swaps called for by theCohsensusPlan. .

Other proposals that have been made to the FCC fall far short and must
be rejected. The UTC/cellular "plan" ignores the problems faced by public safetY
.communicators and suggests that case-by-case, after-the-fact solutions could be

· found once interference· manifests itself. Responding only after-the-fact to the
problems affecting time-critical public safety services is· not· acceptable, since a
.singleinterference incident can jeopardize the·lives of emergency personnel and
the citizens they serve. .. .

· Section 1.of the Communications Act of 1934, provides that the FCC is to
"promQt[e] safety of life and property through the use of wire and radio

. communication."· The Consensus Plan would greatly advance this vital objective..
Ithas been over sixteen months since the FCC· began ~spubfic safety spectrum
proceeding ... and· over one year since .the .Consensus .Plan. w8!:L.submitted,
Supporters of the Consensus Plan have. recently addressed the remaining
implementation details associated with the Plan. There is no reason for the FCC.
to postpone action any further..

I

We urge the FCC to resolve the issues facing the public safety community
· expeditiously and adopt in full the terms of the ,Consensus Plan. .

. Sincerely,'

Chief DavidA. King

cc Senator Ernest Hollings

I.·
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Marlene Dortch, Se'cretary
Federal Communications Commission

. 445 12th Street, S W·
Washington, 0 C. 20554

Dear Madame Secretary,

WT Docket Number. .02·55

. -
It's time more attention was paid to a m~or problem In ,public safety· radio signal interference
Communlcattons are vital to emergency response - we need everyone Involved to know the
problem, whatthey need to do, and what everyone else is dOIng. It makes us qUlck,'-effective and
safe Unless our communications systems aren't up to the job becau~ of Interference, which
causes delays. confusion and misdirection: In our line of work, this could be dangerous, If not
~~~ .

I applaud the Commission for. recogniZing thiS problem Now, we need to ensure that the
problem IS solved In a permanent and proacttve manner The Consensus Plan does Just thiS by
realigning the 800 MHz spectrum ThiS Will eliminate the Interference problem as well as give
public' safety more radiO spectrum for future commurllca'bons needs

Ifs called the ··Consensus Plan" for a reason more than 80 percent of public safety offiCials
support It I hope· you will make a ruling ,"favor of the safety Of first responders and the
American public and approve.the Consensus Plan

Respectfully submitted•

.~~) ..t8~
Chief Bill Heathman
Hartsville Fire
111 South 7th Street
HartsVIlle; SC 29550

CC'
RepresentatIVe Jo~n Spratt

,1401 Longworth HOB
Washmgton, 0 C 20515·

j)
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Martere Dortch, Sectetai'y ,
Federal Communications CommiSsm

,44512th,Street, $, W.,
~~n.D.C.2Q554 '

Dear Madame Sectetai'y.

t am writing today to urge y~ to take dOh regarding the pressing~ of public safuty
~intheSOOMH;t~. '

Ni. :ame cme.t, rknaw hOW hnportant it is, mfun.es of emergenoyand everyday. for first ",

=e::~~~_~~fij; ;,::,~~,:;,~: ~~'(;+

-
the C(m:SertSUS Plan is the only viable solUtion to alleviate the probISms of~ in the
public safety spectrum, .Sy reaIlgriing the$~,we will be SdI\Iing the~ problem in
.a comprehensive and proactive way. The Cci1senstls P!aT:l'al$Q provil;ies additional spectrorn to
public safety and offer$ a i'u1.Ure platfomt for oommW'\klatiOl'l$ networks ihatare needed top~
our communities, Perhaps equaHy importan( lfii$ ,plan is fuI!y funded' and wiR not impose any .
burden~ taxpay~~ '

It is ibt that reason that I\'VOUfd like io go. Qri the I'eCOm In supPort afthe.~nsus !'tan as-the
~ tb Ihe Ongoihg inte~Ge~ in ttJe 800 MH:a band. .

~~.
Ct1ief Mile Siackmon
~.HmFltS
214 s. eiizahetfi Lh
Root<. HiD, $C 2973CJ...4502

~),

\
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The Honoreblo Michael Powell
Cbainnm

·Federal ComrnmrioatiOIlS Commission
445 rwelftb.~SW
Washinpn, I).C. 20554

DcarMr. Chairman:

·I Bin writing to sbarethe-concmlBoftbe ProfcssionalFi:rc Fighte:rsofSouthDakota about .
interference .problems in the 800 MHz spec1rumband that is complicating the jobs ofpublic
safet;y pro'Vidcrs mel em=rgClC:Y "fint responders" around the countty. The enclosed letter from
Steven 1. Dirksen, tbePrcsident Of the organizatiOlJ, retlectstbe group's conocms and conveys its·
support for a proposal knawn as"the "CCJD5CQ.SU8 Plan.n

As you are well aware, public safety aDdCD~ wireless opcratms l"cside in close p:roximi1¥
on the~ Operations by these adjacent IiclZS~. providing service in compliance with

·the Commission's interference tules. have nonetheless resu1t=d ia instances ofintcrle:em;a that
endanger public safety personnel~ the citizens they protect. The ProfessiODSl Fire Fighters of
South DakOta.· as wc11 u a nmnber ofother public safety org811izatious, have esnbraccd the
rcbanding approaohin tbc "ConsensusPlan" as a:promising way to resolve the problem.

Spectium management is extraordinarily complex, aDd the CommissiOn is the appropriate vehicle
for cvaJuatina this higbly teclmica1 issue. Morcovee. any .eff'ort to rcal1oea.tc spce:triJm bas a
significant impact on other users. tupayers end the public interest that should not be i~orcd by
'the Conmrlssicm as it addresses the inteIfcrcn.ce problems in the 800 MHz spectrum band.

I urge you to considertbcsofactors as you craft a.oomprchcnsi~ response to the growing
interfcuiDOC problem fiuled by public safety organizations. i also encoUlage the Commission to
address this pres,sing issue in a timely lD8D11ClZ'.
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I~n\eCSfc).~~-~ttar~~RlQ~COn~ .b~~~ alnc;.rDU, D~.rn of800
MHz Tntaffe18IlCG. Rllllal:llo camrmmiC8fiona are c:ftIjl;aJ 10lIrefigl1W'a ClndEPUbIIc
serely aftIId8Ilt Jabs. B&I, aJ:l'QsS the United ~.pub.c~ and.co • . .rI1IdIo
frlq~.nc:I ...... rntermlngl~il1th. lOCI 14Hz: spednan.,which II·ClIIIIitIt . .tf~ I

thiIt tiIJcS tnD JlV9 orpubliC"" pSl50nnel and 1he C1~ZIIrt8 ... proudfI JRIect,
. .... ' . . "., .' I' .

J.want tel Infcrm yoij ~ IrIr.....eut pfCblllm. 1111 "'~ bIIlafIMtrallgft~. thla .
apec:ttum separati.no pUhUc safely fiClm c.gmmel'Cial opeRl«lJrsIa Vie anN UIIan 111111'
woOf aalVe this· (p a ptD&dive enCl"I/!TIIIftSlW __• TttiI iI wtIJ I iuPPort Cans....
P1'M\ I prol'aslsuppalted by II1ln, armyre~ firelightel9. ..
. .

. The Can5Ct1l~Plan .wm vjrt~ di'ntin~. public 1iiIl'c:!¥nero.erenceand~rpra-lidel
.frx_ldenal spectrum. Tl1e Plan Is 1hr: only prgpgllill that etrr:rw • fulunr 1f'ann far
eom",u~netwalb1hsl1llll n_eded '11:1. pralRt aurccxmnurliles. •.. P"n ... be
lmpI8lnllntad.l'ID I!D&t ta thll Arn.rk:an~ arthe pubUr: aaI'IQ cammunb.

. ,I ,
AJIema6vI plant do net clO "cllQh Ig' proIeQ oW'n.~ lInIlteSpOnde~ This Is.
Pfablam ttlid noa4110 beooNod in • c::ompre"'''''''J~e way.l'lltherttuill an • ca.bv-=--
ru:Iiftbatt,' •. ., '

I haVem.dUdeCf.W c;op)f QftheCDn~. F'Iiin. with1hb 1eItBr~.•J:lIo_ ~1h&'~1iG
Ul'elycammunitJ &I anD at your1app~ 'lind harp~ to I11pJomC1t~ CD.,..,....p.. . ',
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