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The FCC, by Public Notice,1 is seeking comment on a report submitted by the 

National Association of Broadcasters (“NAB”) 2 regarding the use of separate antennas 

for hybrid FM IBOC signals.  NAB is pleased that the Commission is moving ahead to 

seek comment on this proposal which we believe will prove to be a good and useful 

approach to implement FM IBOC transmissions at much reduced cost from the single 

antenna implementation now required for IBOC operations.  As such, the separate 

antenna approach should provide an incentive for broader and earlier broadcaster 

adoption of IBOC.  We look forward to final Commission approval of this 

implementation option. 

NAB comments here to call attention to our request tha t authorization of this 

approach similarly be simplified and streamlined for easier approval and adoption by 

broadcasters.  We request that the Commission institute a notification procedure for 

                                                 
1 Public Notice, MM Docket No. 99-325, DA 03-3898, December 8, 2003. 
2 NAB serves and represents the American broadcast industry as a nonprofit, 
incorporated association of radio and television stations and broadcast networks.  
 
 



implementation of separate antenna FM IBOC service, similar to that adopted for the 

earlier-approved combined antenna IBOC implementation.   We suggest that additional 

items can be added to the Commission’s IBOC Notification Procedures3 to indicate the 

antenna configuration and, if it is to be separate antennas, to include confirmation that the 

antenna implementation meets the parameters required for such operation (as indicated in 

the NAB Report) as to antenna height, distance from the main antenna and use of a 

licensed auxiliary antenna.  Under this approach, only one notification need be filed with 

the Commission by broadcasters instituting new IBOC transmissions.  Broadcasters who 

have already implemented IBOC service but wish to implement separate antennas should 

be required only to notify the Commission of that fact and confirm compliance with the 

required parameters of that implementation. 

NAB is hopeful that a simplified notification procedure can be swiftly approved 

so that broadcasters can easily take advantage of this simpler, less expensive IBOC 

implementation. 
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3 Public Notice, IBOC Notification Procedures Effective Immediately, DA 03-831, 
March 20, 2003. 


