
1775 K STREET NW

WASHINGTON, DC 20006

PHONE 202.719,7000

FAX 202.719,7049

VIrginia Office

7925 JONES BRANCH DRIVE

SUiTE 6200

MclEAN, VA 22102

PHONE 703.905.2800

Wiley Hein & Fielding LLP
• c~

January 14.2004

Marlene H. Dortch
Federal Communications Commission
445 Twelfth Street, S.W.
Washington, DC 20006

Jennifer D. Hindin
202.719.4975
jhindin@wrf.com

FAX 703.905.2820
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wW¥I',wrf.com Dear Ms. Dortch:

On January 13.2004. Patricia Mahoney of Iridium Satellite LLC nridium") and
Patricia Paoletta, Nancy Victory and Jennifer Hindin of Wiley Rein & Fielding LLP
on behalf of Iridium met with Sheryl Wilkerson, Legal Advisor for Chairman
Powell, and Roderick POtier, Thomas Tycz, John Martin, Robert Nelson, Karl
Kensinger, Sankar Persaud and Stephen Duall of the International Bureau to discuss
the above-referenced proeeeding on mitigation of orbital debris.

Iridium recommended that the Commission retain a flexible case-by-case approach
to end-of~lite disposal for satellites. Iridium noted that its license for its 1.6/2.4
GHz ("Big LEO") system contains a de-orbit requirement and that. as a result,
Iridium has practieal, rcal world experience that might be useful to the Commission
as it develops its policy on orbital debris mitigation. Based on this experience,
Iridium expressed its view that the de-orbit requircment requires preservation of
satellite fuel that would otherwisc be available to prolong substantially the life of its
satellite system and service to customers. Iridium also noted that de-orbiting the
large number ofNGSO satellites in its fleet is exceedingly expensive and that the
company holds asscts in reserve to support de-orbiting.

Pursuant to Section 1.l206(b)(2) of the Commission's rules, a copy of this letter has
been filed elcctronically through the Commission's electronic comment filing
system (ECFS).

cc (by cmail): Sheryl Wilkcrson, Roderick Porler, Thomas Tycz, John Martin,
Robert Nelson, Karl Kensinger, Sankar Persaud, Stephen Duall


