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SUMMARY OF PLEADING 

Frnn k I in Co m in unic,i t i  ons , I nc ( “ FI an k I in”), I icen see 01‘ S tali on W J Z A ,  C h an ne I 

778A. Lancastcr. Ohio, is t i l ing i t s  comments supporting the FM channel allotment changes 

pioposcd in thc N o / r i c ,  of P I - O ~ C J ~ \ C Y /  / < i r k  M o k r f i x ,  DA 03-1648 (“NPRM”), thar proposcs to 

irc;illot Chaiincl 278A li-om Lmcds lc i .  Ohio, io Piclteiing[on, Ohio and modify the WJZA license 

to opcrxc :I[ Pickcrington, Ohio 

t‘raiiklin shows hereiii thal rhc i.c;iIIoiinent ot Channel 278A ;IS a l.irsI IociiI service to 

Picherington would rcstilt i n  ;I pi.elei.enti;il ai*angcmcnl of allotments ovcr i-ctaining a fourth local 

sci.*ice to Lancaster In addilioii LO pi.ovidiiig :I f i rs t  local service to Pickerington, Franklin 

s h w n  herein thdt populahon served by W J Z A  would increasc from 479.563 pcrsons Lo 760,210 

1x1-so i l s  w i rh i i i  thc pioposed OOdBu contour, ieaulring i n  a iicL gain ot 280,647 pciaons Thc loss 

iireii resulting from the reallotmcnl would be set-ved by a minimum of nine commercial A M  and 

FM scrvices Franklin also responds 10  questions posed by the Commission in the NPRM, 

asr-ccing thal Pickei-ington i s  within the Columbus UrbaniLed Area and commenting on 

diiterences notcd in  the NPRM i n  the compilation ot areas and populations to receive service 

li-om WJZA opcriiting at Pickcrington 

Ii IS shown hcicin t h a t  whilc a pcwtion of Pickerington lies within the Columbus, Ohio, 

lJrbani7ed Area, and the city-grade contoui would covcr 5 2%) of the Newaik, Ohio, UrbaniLd 

Aiea, Pickci in~ron is an independcnl cominunity that deserves IIS first local service Franklin 

lid\ ait;rchcd hciem 3 proclamation irorn [he office of Pickerington’s Mayor and a statement from 

ii memhei ci l  tl ic Picltciingtoii City Council auppomng the proposal 
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To Assistant Chiet, Audio Division. Media Bureau 

COMMENTS OF FRANKLIN COMMUNICATIONS, INC. 

Franklin Coinmunicatioiis. Inc (“Fianklin”), licensee ot Station WJZA. Channel 278A, 

Lancaster, Ohio, herein f i les its comments on the Notice ofPropo.sed Ride MuXrng. DA 03-3648, 

released Novcmbci- 17, 2003 (“NPRM”) that proposes to (a) reallot Channel 278A from 

Lancastcr, Ohio, tu Pickerington, Ohio and (b) modify the WJZA license to spccify opei-iilion on 

Channel 278A at Pickeiing~on. 01110 

lollouing 15 stated 

In suppoit or the changes proposed i n  the NPRM. the 

A. Background 

On A p i ~  17, 2003. ihc ioi.mei’ Iicen\cc ol W J Z A ,  Skyway BI-oadcasting Coinpdny, lnc 

(“Skyway”). filed a petition lor rule making (“Petition”) that i-equested the changes set foi-th i n  

the NPRM By “Amendment to Pctirion loi- Rule Making to Substitute Petitioners.” Franklin 

noiilicd the Commission that it had hecomc the licensee of WJZA’ Except as noted hereln, 

i Comment\ ;IIK d ~ i e  by Jantiai-y I S ,  2004. thei-eioi-e, these Comments are tiincly iiled 
7 See N P R M ,  footnote I ,  that observes that the nssignment of license (File N o  B A L K  

2 



Fi.inhIin adopts and incorpoi-ates by refei.ence Skyway's statements in the Petition This proposal 

wo~ i l d  r e d [  i n  a significant iinprovemenl i n  the facilities of WJZA and greater service to the 

public Pickei-iiigoii. ;in incorporated coininunity wiih  a population of 9,792,' would rcccive i t s  

tii.st local broadcast transmission service Lancasler, an incorporated community with 3 

population ot  35,335, would b t i l l  havc threc local transmission services4 after the change7 

pi-oposcd hci-cin arc made. 

In oi.dci for ;in cx is t ing FM s ~ a ~ i o n  lo change i t s  comm~inity of license without ;tffordinp 

othci. interewxl pat-tics an oppoi-tunity 10 filc competing expressions o f  interest, thc proposed 

c l im i ic l  inust hc mutually exclusive with the existing channel Modz/zcurroti o j  FM und TV 

~ ~ ~ t l i f J r i ~ ~ i i i o t i , ~  10 Spcci/V o Noit. Coi i i i i i i i i i i r y  of License ("Comimiiiir~~ of License"), 4 FCC Rcd 

4870 ( 1989). i-pcoii. ,yrunted iii pcirr, 5 FCC Rcd 7094 (1990) Moreover, Lhe new coinmunity 

i n t i s ~  be preleii-ed over the existing community under the Commission's allotment priorities ld.  

The Engineering Statement of Bromo Communic;~rions, Inc , submitted as Exhlbit A with 

thc Pctition demonstrated that the piolioseed allotment of Channel 278A at Pickerington I S  

mutually cxcl~ibive with the current WJZA ;illotnient at Lancaster.' Elsewhere i n  the Pelilion, i t  

w;1s deinonalra~ed thiit the ;illotmcnL ot Channel 278A lo Pickenngton IS  preferred ovcr retaining 

the channel a1 Lancaster. 

20030528AHJ). io Franklin was consummated as of October I ,  2003 

' AII popui;itron tigurcs, uiiless otherwise nored, are from the 2000 Census. 

W I T 0  (Channel 215A), WHOK (Channel 238B) and WLOH (1320 I~HL) 4 

' 7'hc Engineering SlaLcrncnt uses the cool-dinatcs 39-56-39 NL and 82-41-14 WL as the proposed 
reference point 
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R. Adoption of Franklin’s Proposal Would Result in a 
Preferential Arrangement o f  Allotments 

A t  N P K M  413, the Audio Division mentions that thc Petition “includes information 

regarding the gain and loss of servicc rcsulting trom the downgrade and reallotment” I t  should 

hc uiideiwood. [hill Iherc i s  no dowizg.radeproposed-onIy a reallotment of the Class A channel 

from Laiicaslei- t o  Pickerington There was somc discrepancy noted between Skywave’s 

crlirnatcs and the Audio Division’s engineering analysis o f  the iireas and populations to he 

Current Proposed Net Gain 
Po~ul:ition Area Population Area Population 

Skywave D a t a  480,223 2.526 760,2106 2,516 279,987 
FCC Data 34 1.943 768.993 327,050 

NPRM1][3 requested comment on the potential loss of service from this proposnl and the 

public inieiest benefits of the change of community. The Technical Comments attiiched ab 

Eahibi l  I addrcss the Commission’s concerns To amve at Skywave’s figures, [he technical 

consultant st;ites he used the 30 second terrain datii b;ise to detcrmine the 60 dBu contour and 

exi i ’aLl  [he 2000 US Census iigures The Cominission calculated the present service at 441,943 

pel-sons and the pioposed service at 768,993 fori) net gain of 327,050 or a net gain of47,000 

morc pcrsons lhan the Petition’s original figures The technical consultant rcporls he double 

checked his Iigures and then changed thc t e n a i i i  data to predict the 60 dBu contoui using the 3 

second database When using that database. the tigures changed slightly to a present population 

o/ 479.563 and the proposed population of 760,210 withln the 60 dBu contoui-. This resulls in il 

~- 

(I The NPRM I-epoi-is this figure as 770,210 pel-sons. The figure in the Petition i s  760,210 
pciso11s 
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nei y i n  o f  280.647 persons The tcchnical consultant states he cannot explain the difterence in 

hi$ tigures and ihosc listed in the NPRM. however. in  a l l  cases there I S  a large net gain of 

population with this proposal Thc original Petition included a study ot the gain and loss area 

and the populaiion of’22.392 in  the loss ni’eea 01 61 L square kilometers was shown to be “well 

sci vcd” by more than tive services-in 1x1, 9 statlons providing 100% coverage to the loss  area 

The ditterence between the population gain and loss was shown to be a gain of 279.987 

N P K M  114 requested comment on the issue of whether Pickerington i s  independent of 

Columbus, Ohio The Peiilion mi the aitachinenis iliereto exhaustively addressed this issue. and 

demonstrated that Pickenngton IS indeed independenr of Columbus, but Franklin summiliizes the 

evidence herein S1,yway stated in 11s Pcriiion ihai Pickerington i s  located beyond the Columbus, 

Ohio Urbani~ed Ai-ea, however, the NPRM (para. 4)  indicates that the staf f ’s  analysis shows thai, 

according to the 2000 Census. Piclterington is within the Columbus, Ohio, Urbanized Aiea. The 

Techniciil Comment, indicale that at the Lime the Petition was pi-epai-ed, “the only data av;iilable 

was Urbani7,ed Ai-eas in  the 1990 Cenius The US Census Bureau has very recently released the 

2000 Ui-banized Areas data due to clinnges they were making in developing their merhodology to 

delemine “Urb~ini7cd Arcas ” Using ihai data. Franklin now agrees that the Commission i s  

coi’rect that part of Pickci-iiigton i s  indeed within the Columbus Urbanixd AI-CLI The Technic:~l 

Comments point out, however, th;it apptoximately S2‘X of Pickerington remains outside the 

Utbanized Area (See map attachcd to Exhlbir I ) .  The Petition stated that only 12% of the 

Urbanized Area would be within the 70 dBu contour o f  WJZA operating from the proposed 

7 The Engineering Staiement attached to the Petition confirms that a minimum ot nine 
commercial AM and FM services would iemain available. 
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i-etetence poinl ' AI Foolnote 7 to the N P R M  the Commission stated that its own analysis shows 

tha l  thc 70 dBu signal would covci I7 ?% of the Columbus Urbanized Area and 5 2% of the 

Ncwilrk, Ohio, Urbanized Area The Technical Comments (Exhibit 1) state that th i s  discrepancy 

is ;I result of the Cornmiwon's use ot 2000 census figtii-es and the technical constiltant's ot the 

1990 census figui-cs Franklin agrees with the tigures' set out i n  NPRM tootnoie 7 Nonetheless, 

Skqway deinoiisualed, using [he lilmiliai T/icX'" ci.ilerin, lhat Pickei.ingron I S  an independent 

cominunily.  wcll-deserving 01 i l s  lii.st local broadcasr sei'vice Franklin believes Skyway':, 

ahowing wiis adequiile, nonelheless, Franklin herein briefly summarizes the TLU k evidence 

already in  [his docket which demonstrates that Pickenngron is independent of Columbus The 

evidence alho demonsmtes t h a t  Pickcrington i a  independent of the Newark, Ohio, Urbanized 

meii. and as such. Franklin's proposal LO serve Pickerington should be considered as ii  firat local 

sei-vice to Pickerington. withoul attributing to Pickenngton the services licensed to either the 

Culumbus o r  Newai h C;i.baniLed Areas 

C. A Tuck Analysis Supports Adoption of Franklin's Proposal 

Undci 7 i t t X .  the Cornmissioii conalders (;I) [he degree to which the station would pi.ovide 

coverage not only to Ihe designated communi~y of license but to the newby metropolis, (b) the 

s i x  and proximity of the designated cornrnunily vis-:I-vis the central city and (c) the degree to 

which thc proposed community i s  independent from the central city. 

.Tee, Hlr,z.vn)tl/t,, T ~ x a v .  DA 0 1.2627, 41 5 (Chief. Allocations Branch, November 9, 2001) (wheic 
ciiy-grade contour of relocated stallon would cover only 17% of urbanized area, Tuck showing not 
necessary even though proposed community of license is located within urbanized area) 

9 Skyway's Pehrion did nor discu~b the Ncwark IrrhaniLed Area because using the 1990 census 
tigures, Ihc WJZA predicted 70 dBu contour did not reach the Newark Urbanized Area. 

X 

I O  Frrvc,  t r / i t /  R i i / i w d  Tiith, ? FCC Rccl 5374 (1988) 
( I  



With respccl LO the first fsctor. H S  noted pitviously (and using the Commission's figures), 

thc \tation'\ 70 dBu contour would cncoinpass only 17.370 of the Columbus, Ohio Ui baiiized 

Aiea and S 2% of the Newark, Ohio, Ui.baniLed Area from the reference point proposed The 

Commission on numerous occasions has approved reallotment proposals involving substantially 

gi-calci 70 dBu covci agc of' a ncarhy urbanircd area E g , AnnUtoti, AIubamu, I6 FCC Rcd 341 1 

(Chicf. 4llocaliuns Bi-;inch 2001) (3S'Z' 01' ui.b;rnixd area). J Y Y O ~ I  t f w i r d ,  200 I FCC L e x i s  6065 

(Comin . releared Nuvcrnber 8, 2001) Oruibi, A r w m u ,  14 FCC Rcd 13.547 (Chicf, Allocations 

Bi-mch 1999) (90% 01' u rbanixd  ea), M u / / i m ,  Ohio, 14 FCC Rcd 10.5 I 6  (Chicf. Allocaliona 

Brmch 1999) (07'Z of ui haniLetl area) 

With rcspecl to the second factoi., Pickcnngton's population (9,792) i s  1.4% o f  the 

population of thc ccntriil c i ~ y .  Columbus (7 I1,470), and 6 5% of the population of Newark 

(46,279) These percentages are larger than that approved in other cases Eg , Adu. Okluhonzn, 

1 I FCC Rcd 16869 (Chief, Allocations Branch 1996) (0 9%). Furthermore, the community 

reterence point for Pickerington i s  more than 26 6 kilometers from the community reference 

point for Columbus (See Exhibit A to Pclition) 

thc Picltei.iiigton refei-cnce puinl i s  more than 27 kilometers fi-om thc comm~inity icfcienie 1p0111t 

The attached Technical Comments show that 

for Newark 

With re7pect t o  ihe third factui,  Ihe intormation Skyway presented in the Pctilion clearly 

demonstrates Pickerington'? rtatus ;is an independent community In considering whether an 

outlying comniiinity i s  independent of a central city in  the vicinity, the Commission considers 

ei ;hi s ub-lac tors 

I the extent to which community residents work in the larger metropolitan 
area, rathcr than the specified community; 



2 whether the smaller coinmunity has i t s  own newspaper or other media that 
covei- thc community's local needs and interests; 

3 whether community leaders and residents perceive the specified 
community as being an integral part of, or separate from. thc larger 
metro poll tan area. 

4 whether the specified community has its own local government and 
elected officials, 

5 whether the smaller community has i t s  own zip code and/or telephone 
book provided by the local telephone company; 

whelhei- the community haa i t s  own commercial  establishment^, health 
Fcicilitics, and t i  maportation systems, 

the extent to which the specified community and the central city are part ot 
the same :idvci-rising market. and 

thc cxtcnt to which the specified community relies on the larger 
meti-opolitan area t'oi v;ii~ious municipal services such as policc. file 

prorection. schools and libraries 

6 
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The Commission considel-i il community independent when 21 majority of these factors 

demonstrate that the community i s  distinct ti-om [he urbanized area. Purker uml SI Jot,, blontki, 

1 1 FCC Rcd 1095 (ChieT. Allocations Branch 1996); Jupiler mid Hohe Sound, Flondu, 12 FCC 

Rcd 3570 (Chief, Allocationa Branch 1997) Here, nearly a l l  of these factors demonstrate 

Pickerington's independence from Columbus All the following factors apply iis well to a 

showing of independence trom Newark, Ohio 

1 .  Abundant Employment Opportunities are Available in Pickerington. 

Thc Gieatei- Pickennglon Chamber of Commerce has more than 350 member7 .Crr 

Pciition. Exhibit t3 Dozens upon doiens 01' businesses are located in Plckerlngton As such. 

numerous employment opportiinitie\ e x i s t  in Pickerington for its residenis 
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2. Pickerington Has its Own Newspapers and Other Media Outlets. 

I%r Pic kcrrii,qtoil I ’ i t i w y - S i i i i  cold 7 7 i i A  Week-Pickeruzjiion, weekly newspapers, serve 

Piikei.ingroii The newspapers can-). Pickerington news 01 local evcnts and advertising loi 

Picltei.ington husinesyes S w  Petition. Exhihit C Th~hr Sor,ihrmr MrwwXrr.  another wceklv 

inewspaper. a lso includes news of thc area and advertising for businesses in Pickerington and 

ncarby snlall communities Additionally, several Internet web sites regarding Pickerington are 

av,iilable. including sites operated by the Pickenngton Chamber ot Commerce and the municipa 

government A sampling ot the Pickeringlon web sites includes 

MUU c i  Picheiinsron o h  t is  coni. WLLW Picketinqtonchambcr com, www iwaynet net 

(Pickcrington Lady Tigers), www ~ ~ i c h i n g t o n  l ib  oh us (Pickerington Public Library), 

M W W  g a s a s o c c e i ~ o i ~ ~  (Pickerington Area Soccei. Association); and www.osuweb.net boosters 

(Pickerington Music Boosters) 

3. Pickerington’s Residents Consider Their Long-Established Community 
to he Separate from Columbus 

Pickerington has a long history and a well-established identity separate trom that of 

Columbus The first settlers arrivcd in the attractive, growing community that i s  now 

Pickenngton in 1808, and in 1815. Abraham Pickering laid out the onginal plat of Pickenngton 

Giowth and pi-osperity burst into Pickcrington in 1965, changing the then village to a major city. 

The state 01 Ohio certified Pickeiington ;IS :I city in 1991 See Petition, Exhibit D 

One manifestation of Pickerington’s pride and civic minded population i s  the efforts of 

two Pichci-ington womeii J i l l  Anri Spirrks and Karen Wingler. Wingler and Sparks. participants 

in  ;I Iociil LEADS ~ l r l s s ,  Iprepai-ed ii pioject to get Pickerington designated as the official “Violet 

Capital” The LEADS progiam i s  sponsored by the Pickerington area Chamber ot Commerce 

9 
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,ind 14 ii leadei-ship dcvelopinent piogram Allcr extensive research and effort, Sparks’ and 

Winglei ’s work paid off with the Ohio Legislators adopting resolutions in June, 1995, hononng 

the Cily wiih rhc ot f ic ia l  designaiion In adopting the resolution, the Ohio House ot 

Rcpi-csentaiives noted that Pickerington has long enjoyed the fruits of Ihe “generous and civic 

minded popul,i~ion” of  which Sparks’ and Wingler‘s elforts are an example. Pickerington 

iclebrales 115 SI‘ILUS as thc Violet Ciipital ot Ohio wi th  ihe annual Violet Festival This foul to 

I’i\c daq fes t i va l  iii J u l y  tearures tamily eiilerlilinnient with a locus on violet$ 

Pickerington’r siatus ;IS il coininunity separate fi.om Columbus i s  highlighted by the 

vigoi-ous el’lorts o l  Pickeringron Chamber ot Commerce to promote the community Among 

scvci.iil othcr lunctions, the Chamber operates 3 Member Refeiwl Service, publishes a Business 

Dii-dory and produces brochui-es and 1e;rflets regarding Pickenngton’s attributes and culture. As 

p i rcv iuu~ly  noled, the Chamber dso  manrains ;I website io provide information rcgai-ding 

I’a~ilirics and scrvic~s available in Pickerington 

4. Pickerington Has its Own Local Government and Elected Officials. 

Pickeringlon i s  govei-ned hy 3 seven-member City Council iind a mayor. all elected by 

pupuI;ii vole A City Mmagcr iriins the day-lo-day operations of i t s  c i iy Amonp othcr town 

ottic1;lls aic Lhe Dii.ector ot Finaiicc, the Clerk/Treasurer, the Director ot the City, the Director of 

Parks and Recreation. the Utilities Ril l in? Clerk, the Public Administrator, the Tax  

Administrator, thc Building Inspector, the Law Director. the Planning and Zoning Director, the 

Clerk 01 Mayor’s Court, thc Chiel 01‘ Policc. and the Municipal Clerk. See Petillon, Exhibit 

F (etccipts trom the City ot Pickeringron‘s web site) 

LO 



Theic i s  community supporl for Franklin’s proposal Attached hereto as Exhibit 2 i s  a 

copy 01 a Proclamation trom Ihc Office ot the Mayor of Pickenngton stating the city’s support 

loi WJZA changing i t s  city of license to Pickerington, and a copy o f  a letter from the City 

Mmager ot Pickei-ington, Joyce E Bushman, who states that Pickerington I S  indcpendent from 

thc Columbus. Ohio. CIi-banired Ai’eu a i d  Ih,il she and other residents of Picltering~on peiccivc 

Pichenngron as scparate and distincl tram the Columbus Urbanized Area. She urges rhe FCC to 

allow WJZA lo  change i t s  community of liccnse to Pickerington so that “we may have our own 

1 0 1 . 1 1  ladlo st3t1on ., 

5. Pickerington Has its Own Zip Code and Telephone Book. 

Pickerington has i ts  own zip code, 43 147. See Petition, Exhibit C (pnnt-out from U S .  

Po.;tal Service website). I t  also has i t s  own Telephonc Directory See Petition, Exhibil H. 

6. Pickerington Has Numerous Commercial Establishments and Other Facilities. 

A long l i s t  of busincsscs aic located i n  Pickerington As noted above, rhe Pickerington 

Chmibci oi Commcrcc l ists mol-c than 350 members Indicative ot Pickerington’a status as an 

indcpcndcnt community is the fact more than a scoi’e o f  businesses use Pickcrington in their 

names 

A A A  Piclterii?gloil Auto Club 
Pickerington Area Counseling Services 
Pickeringron Dance Acudeiny 
Pickcrington Chii-opi-actic Center 
Pickerington Collision 
Pickerington Family Practice 
Pickerington Hcating and Cooling 
Pickeringron Ice House. 
Pickerington Insurance 
Pickerington License Agency 
Pickenngton Pharmacy 
Pickeringlon Run Family Health 
Pickcrington Sweeper Repair 

I I  



Pickeiingroii Nursing and Rchab Ceniei- 
Pickeiingioii Health Carc 
Pickei ington Eyc (:arc. Inc. 
Rehnbiliratice Associates o f  Pickenngton 
The Berber House Pickenngton Carpet Outlet 

.Sew Petition. Exhibil B 

Medical services are ;iIso available i n  Pickerington (Petition, Exhibit I) These include a 

di:iIyhi.; centei'. ;I nui'sing and reh:hiIit;ition center ;ind an ambulatory care center Addilionally. 

t h r  Yahoo Yellow Pages has 78 listings tor doctors and clinics of vanous specialties and SO 

Iiylings foi- dentist7 located in Pickei.ing[on 

Pickciington 'ilso 1 6  the home ot many churches. See Petition, Exhibit J (Pickerington 

Area Chinch Direcroiy. froin the Pickrington Charnhei- of  Commerce) 

V:irioui c iv ic organizations arc l o c a w l  in Pickerington to include Senior Citizens Center, 

an active Welcome Wagon, Lions. Gransc. Septoma and Jaycees, Historical Society and 

Downtown Merchants Association (Petition, Exhibit D) 

7. Businesses Can Advertise Directly tu Pickerington Residents. 

Busineases interested in advcrtising 10 the residents o f  Pickerington can do so through 

7'111, P / c ~ k i ~ i ~ ~ r i g r o i i  T i i i i i , \ - S i i i i ,  Tlii,v W w k  - P I C  k(,riii,ylon and thc Sudii,(i,\z Me.asrri,qer, as wel l  a b  

v ia  coinmei-cia1 web sites oi- through listings in. among others, the Pickerington Chamber of 

Coinmcrcc web site. 

8. Pickerington Provides Most of its Own Municipal Services. 

I'ickerington provides it', own police sei-vices The Pickerington Police DeparLmenr 

opei'ares with ;I staff of over 30 full-time employees, 5 patrol vehicles and 25 sworn personnel, 

including patrol officers, detcctives, auxiliary otficers and administrative staf f  The departmenL 
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ol'l'cis d ci-imc prcvcntion progriiin, i i  achool Iiiiison oII'icci, vacation check a e r ~ i ~ r s ,  ~ i i d  DI-ug 

Ahuse I<es ia~incc Education ("DARE") .See Petition, Exhibits E and K Fire protection IS 

provided by the Township Fii-e Deparimcnt, which has 28 full-time stafland 2 h e  stations in 

Picl\ei-i ngton 

Pickerington's schoola arc pan of the Pickenngton Local School District headquartered in  

Pickerington, Ohio 'l'he District :innually posts some of the highest test scores in Ohio Schools 

in Pickcrington include 4 elemcntary schools, ii middle school, ajunior high school and 

Piclterington High School $(,e Petition, Exhibils E and K Numei.ous Day Cai-e Centers and 

Preschools are iivailable to c i ty  residents See Petition Exhibit L Ohio University has a 

Pickcnnglon Center 10 offer Piclterington area icsidcnts College level  courses Sec Petition, 

Exhibi l  E 

Pichcringtoii providea 11s own w.atei~ and scwciage scivices (Petition, Exhihi1 K). The city 

alao maintains i t s  transportation system to include snow and ice removal, street maintenance and 

stoi-m water drainage systeins 

The Pickeringlon Public Library i s  located on the campus of Pickenngton High School 

(Petition. Exhibit D) 

Pickerington's Parks and Recreation Department miiintains parks and pi-ovides 

I-rcteat~onal programs and cvcnts 11 controls 91 acres of  park land in S I X  parks (Petition, 

Exhibits D and K )  

C. Conclusion 

Skyway. i n  i t s  Petition, deinonsli'ttcd that Piclterington i s  a vibrant. independcnt 

coinrnunity The proposal to relocate WJZA to Pickerington i s  i n  the public interest The 



popiilation to bc served wi l l  inci-ease inore rhan SS’% The community of Pickerington wi l l  

i~cccivc its t i n t  local broadcaat servicc and, significantly, WJZA’s present community of license. 

Lancaster. wil l  continue to be well scrved by three stations. Moreover, area and population 

within the pi-esent WJZA primai-y conmui w i l l  continiie to he well served 

ln light of the toregoing. Franklin respecLfully requests the Commission to adopt the 

proposa desci-ibed in  the N P R M  t o  amcnd the FM Table of Allotments. Section 73 20?(h) of thc 

Coin m I sai o ti ’ s K u les. as fo I I ow s 

Pi-esent Proposed 
Community Channel No Channel No 

Pickcnngton, OH - 27SA 

Lancaster. OH 23SB. 27SA 238B 

I). Showing of Continued Interest 

FI-anklin also rcquests the Commission I O  inodity the license of WJZA to specity 

opeialion on Channel 27SA at Pickeriiigton, Ohio As required by Paragraph 7 ot the N P R M  and 

Paragraph 2 of the Appendix thcrcto, Franklin states that within the time allotted following the 



cftective dale 01 thc rnodificntions requested herein, Franklin wi l l  file an application io rnodlty 

WJZ.A'i  tacil i~ics to sei-ve Picltennglon on Channcl 278A and, upon grant, pi-omply b u ~ l d  thc 

 atio ion i ib ~ u ~ h o r i z c d  

" I t s  counsel 

Smithwick & Belendiuk, P.C 
5028 Wisconsin Avenue,  N W  
Suite 301 
Washington, DC 
(1-02) 363-4560 

January 15. 1-004 
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Technical Comments 
Notice of Proposed Rule Making 

M 0  Docket No. 03-238, RM-10820 
Lancaster and Pickerington, Ohio 

January 2004 

These comments address the above mentioned Notice of Proposed Rule 

Making Paragraph 3 of the NPRM mentioned our including information 

concerning "the gain and loss of service resulting from the downgrade and 

reallotment" Since this is already a Class A facility, there is no downgrade 

proposed 

We stated in our petition that the present facility serves 480,223 persons 

and the proposed operation will serve 760,210' within the 60 dBu contour This 

gives the proposal a net gain of 279,987 persons. We used the 30 second 

terrain data base to determine the 60 dBu contour and extracted the 2000 US 

Census figures The Commission calculated the present service at 441,943 

persons and the proposed service at 768,993 for a net gain of 327,050 or a net 

gain of 47,000 more persons than our original figures We double-checked our 

figures and then changed the terrain data to predict the 60 dBu contour using the 

3 second database When using that database, the figures changed slightly to a 

present population of 479.563 and the proposed population of 760,210 within the 

60 dBu contour This makes a net gain of 280,647 persons We cannot explain 

the difference in our figures and those listed in the NPRM However, in all cases 

there IS a large net gain of population with this proposal The loss of service by 

WJZA of 61 1 square kilometers due to the relocation of the facilities was 

The NPRM shows this figure In error as 770.210 it should be 760.210 



addressed in the original PRM, which included a gain and loss area study 

showing that the loss area will be more than adequately served with more than 

five services 

In paragraph 4 of the NPRM it is questioned about the statement that 

Pickerington was not in the Columbus, Ohio Urbanized Area since the 

Commission's Analysis shows that according to the 2000 Census it is inside the 

Urbanized Area At the time of preparation of the Proposed Rule Making, the 

only data we had available was Urbanized Area from the 1990 Census The US 

Census Bureau has only recently released the 2000 Urbanized Areas Thus the 

latest Urbanized Area Maps were not available to us at the time of preparation of 

the Proposed Rule Making Using the newer data, we agree with the 

Commission that part of Pickerington is now inside of the Columbus, Ohio 

Urbanized Area However, i t  should be pointed out that 52% of Pickerington 

remains outside of the Urbanized Area (map is attached) Again, we should 

mention that due to the close proximity of Pickerington to the Urbanized Area in 

the PRM we prepared a complete "Tuck" showing as would be required as If the 

proposed community of license was inside an Urbanized Area 

In a related matter, the Commission has pointed out that we stated the 

proposed 70 dBu contour would cover 12% of the Columbus Urbanized Area and 

the Staff shows that 17.3% would be covered Also we made no mention of the 

70 dBu being included in the Newark, Ohio Urbanized Area and the staff has 

calculated a 5 2% 70 dBu coverage of that Urbanized area We do not disagree 



with the staff when we analyze the data using the new 2000 data The 1990 and 

2000 US Census changes have brought about this discrepancy. 

The proposed site IS 27 44 km (17 05 miles) from the center of Newark, 

Ohio Newark has a 2000 US Population of 46,279 persons 

William G Brown 

Technical Consultant to 
Franklin Communications. Inc 
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Ofice of the Mayor 
City of Picket-ington 

$Iroclamatinn . 

w h  ; On behulfofthe cilizem of Ihe C i v  of 
Pickefington, I am pleased lo ertend special recognition to W m  for being lhefirsl radio 
stahon in the Ci& of Pickrington: and 

WhkXX.4; Pickerinflon is on independenl city apart porn Columbus, Ohio 
with its own M q o r  and Cily Council, and 

WhWZZd; the Ci@ of pfckertngton and Vlolel Twmhlp has a population oj 
qpprarrmqtcly 30,000 citizens end IS mrrently without e radio station to scwe its 
citizens: and 

whWU4; We ore very Npportive of radio dation W R 4  changing its ci& of 
license to lhe Cily of Pickrington. 

JW, g m ,  on behalfof the citizens of the Cily of Plckwington and wilh 
the concyTreme of Couxil, 1. Louis V. Postage, Mayor ofthe Cily of Pickeringfon. 
welcomes WJZ4 IO our comwniniry 

gft w&Eb4 gk&l.j!, I hove hereunto set my handand caused the seal ojrhe 
Mayor of the City ofpickringion to be afFed. 

BOne on rhis 31-a dqv of December in the year of our Lord two Ihourond andthtee. 
orrd of the Indemndence of ihe United Stales ofAmerico the two h d r e d  and twenry- 

a 



December 10.2003 

Federal Communications Commission 
Washington, DC 20554 

Dear SirIMadame 

1 am Joyce E. Bushman, City Manager of Pickerington, Ohio. I have held this 
position in Pickerington for the last 12 years and have been a resident even 
longer 

Based on my familiarity with the area, I can state that Pickerington, Ohio is 
independent from the Columbus, Ohio Urbanized Area, and that I and other 
residents of Pickerington perceive Pickerington as separate and distinct from the 
Columbus Urbanized Area. 

We urge the FCC to allow WJZA-FM to change its community of license to 
Pickerington so that we may have our own local radio station. 

TOTAL P.03 



CERTIFICAW OF SERVICE 

I, Sherry L Schunernann, ;I sccretary in the law office ot Smithwick & Belendiuk, 

P C , do hereby certify t h a t  on this 1 S'h day of January, 2004, a copy of the foregoing 

"Coinments 0 1  Franklin CornrnunlciUions, Inc " was hand delivered to: 

Victori'i M McCauley, Esquire 
Mcdia Bureau 
Federal Coinmunications Commission 
Thc Portals 
445 12 ' "~ t r ee t ,  S . W .  
Washington, D.C. 20554 
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