


PROPOSED IMPLEMENTATION SCHEDULE 
 FOR FULL DIGITAL MULTICAST MUST-CARRY 

• The Commission’s implementation of full digital multicast must-carry pursuant to Section 614 of 
the 1992 Cable Act should follow the same basic timeframe that was mandated for analog must-
carry, i.e., within 180 days of its decision.  Because multicast must-carry is critical to fostering 
the roll-out of DTV operations in line with Congressionally mandated timetables, and DTV 
multicasting will help achieve those ends, Paxson Communications Corporation (“PCC”) urges 
the Commission to adopt full digital multicast must-carry before April 2004. 

• The Commission would release its implementing regulations as soon as possible following 
adoption of its decision, and the rules would become effective 30 days after publication in the 
Federal Register.  PCC believes that the rules should include solid dates for (1) broadcasters with 
existing DTV operations to elect continued carriage of their analog signal or replacement carriage 
of their digital signals, including multicast programming; and (2) cable operators to begin 
carrying broadcasters’ full digital signals. 

The Commission could implement full digital multicast must-carry consistent with the following 
schedule : 

Ø March 31, 2004 FCC Adopts Order Requiring Full Digital Multicast Must 
Carry.  The Commission’s implementing rules would become 
effective 30 days after publication in the Federal Register. 

Ø April 15, 2004  Federal Register Publication Occurs. 
(approximate)   

Ø May 15, 2004  Analog Broadcasters with Existing DTV Operations Elect 
(or 30 days after Continued Analog  Carriage or Replacement Digital Carriage. 
Federal Register Broadcasters that currently are not broadcasting digital signals 
Publication)   would make their election within 30 days of the commencement 

of DTV operations. 

Ø September 27, 2004 Cable Operators Begin Carrying the Multicast 
(or 180 days after  Program Streams of Analog Broadcasters with Existing 
initial decision)   DTV Operations and DTV-Only Broadcasters. 

• The initial must-carry election of analog or digital carriage should last for the remainder of the 
current must-carry/retransmission consent election cycle, which expires on December 31, 2005. 

• Stations that have existing analog retransmission consent agreements should be permitted to 
renegotiate those agreements to facilitate digital carriage and may request temporary waiver of 
the initial election date to facilitate those negotiations, if necessary.  If no mutually satisfactory 
resolution is achieved by September 27, 2004 (or 180 days after the initial decision) , the existing 
analog retransmission consent should remain in force. 

• Existing DTV retransmission agreements should continue for the duration of their current terms. 

• All DTV retransmission agreements that commence after the conclusion of the current election 
cycle (which ends December 31, 2005) must be required to provide for carriage of a station’s 
multicast signals.  To accomplish that end, the Commission should eliminate its transitional rule  
permitting partial carriage of DTV signals pursuant to retransmission consent agreements.  See 
Carriage of Digital Television Broadcast Signals, First Report and Order and Further Notice of 
Proposed Rulemaking, 16 FCC Rcd 2598 ¶ 30-31 (2001). 
























