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Rc RM-10787 — Elimmation of Morse requirements from the Amateur Radio Service

To The Commission,

[ am submutting my comments on petition number RM-10787 submutted by the National
Confercnce of Volunteer Exam Coordinators (NCVEC) on the elimination of Morsc code
a5 a requirement for the Amateur Radio Service [ am a licensed Amateur Extra and have
been active in Amateur Radio since 1992

The Morse code requirement 1s detrimental to the advancement of the art and should be
climinated as authorized by the WRC-03 council deciston T fully sopport the decision
and reasoning of the NCVEC m this request and see the climination of the Morse
requirement as necessary to keep Amatedr Radio relevant and progressive into the 21
century In particular.

1) Morse code s not utthized by any nulitary, mantime, or other industry outside of
Amateur Radio

2) The Morse requirement, despite opponent’s arguments otherwise, has never been
shown to produce better or more dedicated operators.

3) The Morse requirement 1s deterring new operators from joining the Amateur
Radio ranks as the requirement 1s viewed as old and not relevant for modern day
communicattons This makes the entire Amateur Radio Service appear 10 be out
ot touch with modern rcalitics

4) There arc over 1,000 modes or communicaton aliowed for use 1n the Amateu
Service, yet Morse code 1s the only one that 1s held to this higher testing standard

5) The Marse requirement has traditional and historical sigmificance, but this 1s not
rcason cnough to force otherwise competent operators to learn this 150 ycar old
technology
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In addition to the above, 1f the Commission should see the need keep a practical test in
lieu of the Morse requirement, [ would propose that aspects of Amateur Radio be tested
that focus on broader actual appheation relevant to a hcensed amateur. This procedure
could be built around the following practical labs that can be changed for each hcensc
grade For example

13 Demonstranon of basic antenna constructuon skills

2) Demonstranion of basic clectronic component identification (resistor and capacitor
values, diode types, ctc )

3) Demonstration of basic soldering skills

4) Dcmonstration of basic skills with a voltmeter

5) Etc

The above practical tests (or other tests designed around this 1deca) offer amateurs the
chance to practice and display broadly used skills that apply to virtually every aspect of
the Amatc ir Service This 1s far more uscful and realistic than the existing Morse code
requirecment utihzed today

[n summary, I am in full support of the ehmmation of the Morse requirement from the
Amatcor Radio Service and respectfully request that the commission act on this matter
gquickly Thank you for allowing me to comment on this important proposal

Sincerely,

aig H Rowland

/7 KSXOR — Amateur Extra
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