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As an acadermic workamg m the field of imtellectual property, I am extremely concerned over the FCC's
adoptiom of a "hroadeast flag” 1 would like to jomn all of the other Americans whose fieodom of speech 1~
thieatened by ths rule m stongly opposimg it

Fuer since the passing ol the DMCA. there has been a distressing wend i Anietican commuueanions
repulauons which are taking ownership of information away ftom the average ciuzen and grantng exclusive
fiplits o kuge corporations © decide how mformatron may be exchanged and consumed The "broadeast flag”
s 4 contmuaton of ths rend. The acuvinies which the broadcast flag *claims* 10 protubit are already illepal
Fven with the "broadecast flag". movies broadceast on HDTV will be reacily available on legal DVDx the next
day The true eftect of the "broadcast flag" will be to restrict the nght of private crizens to own and wnte
woftware, and to set a prececent for placing the bioadcast industry's desire to control consumer's wse of mwxdia
hefore the fust ammedment rights of private citizens,

Adopung the broadcast flag will make the FCC stand for "Federal Computer Control” which 1s outside s
proper tale 1ris not the FCC's place o effectively choose the software licenses or compiier Operating sys1ems
LAt constmer s must use 1 order to watch digital television broadeast on their computers

Addiionally. adoption of the broadcast flag will harm mnovation. Many users of vpen—source software wie
compuiter programmers and "tinkerers” who work 0 1mprove the software Thew contributions and constant
e aton 1+ what makes open—sowce software able 1o compete in the marketplace

1he broadeast Hag rule adi ocated by the MPAA will ban open—source implementations of VSB and QAM
modulators and demodulalons, presventing open—source programuners from mnovatng in field of digital
commurmcations techmques ased by television

Most Amat 1cans assumed that when television became cdigatal, viewers would be able o do more wnh

teley iston programiming, not less. Without 1nnovauve new products and flexibility in the ways consumels die
able 1o watch TV, consumets will be less mchined t invest m the equipment to view digal television
Therefore. the broadeast flag s hikely to slow adoption of digital televiston in adciion to makung it illegal to

watch dignal television on a computer using open—source software. It1s for these reasons [ urge you to
promote the dyatal television transition by opposing adoption of the broadcast flag

sinwerely.
Alexander Beels
Ph 1 Candidate, Department ot History, Columbia Unaversity

Simcerely,



Alexander Beels
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e Comnussioner Michael I Copps

As o broadeast welevision viewer and consumel of clectones and computer products. T wge the Nedernal
Commucations Comnussion to vote agamst the adoption of a "broadcast flag™ T am outraged that the 1€ ¢
wontled consicder o repadation would restriet the way I enjoy television

[ he Broadeast Tlag s nether 11 my merest nor the public’s interest It will prevent me fiom warclung, chgial
Prosdeast television i the ways | crrently enjoy analog hroadeast television—ior example, it will resuict oy
Abithity 1o move the viden | have tecotded for personal viewing trom room—to—1oom atd place—to—place

I'he broadeast Hag will also lock out my coniputer as a way to watch my favonte shows using iy choiee of
soltware on a plane o1 tram, o1 to send a wlevision chip of a lugh school football game 1o Fanuly and fuends

Murthenmore, Hconynaters cannot freely recerve digtal television, how can T expect creanve developers o
discover new devices that enable me to use content vl exciung ways 1 haven't even thought of? [ value
nnovais e devices ke TiVo. Replay ['V and the Windows Media Center PC. which exist today because they
were butlt o open standards usmg mespensive, oft—the—<helf computer parts

[{1he moy e to digital television does not make the public's viewing experience more enjoyable. flexable, and
eaoitng, what compelling reason do 1 have as a consumier to buy new digital television equpment” A pietua
pretiee s handly enough reason tor mie to dispense with all my current consumer ¢lectronies and compute
cquipmient As a cinzen and viewer of broadeast television, T uarge you to promiote the digatal television
ansiion by opposimg adopuen of the noadcast flag

e Amcnicans have cnough government connols on owr freedoms fought or us by ouwr torelather s, and cvany
soldier who fnpht g war 1o mswe those freedoms As a school teacher of jumior tugh ~school students, the
abihity w recond certamn educational . lustorieal and even entertainment programs. enables me to ennich and
mstiuct the curnculum that s taught mopublic and private schools to an extent that 15 not as exciting and 1eal
usiy st text hooks  Please do not pentorce thus Broadeast Flag Also. these days many students me beimg
Hentie schooled. withiour the benetdit of television programs recorded. these students will be derned henefits 11
alherwise are wavatlable for them " Thank Youw, Barbara

Sineetels

Hathaa M Reis
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Dyear Conmnissioner Viichacl T Copps

housands of Amencan consumers have alicady eaptessed theu opposition o the 17CCs adoption ol o
“readeast Tag™ Fam woung to jou theny As a usar ol open—owce software, adopuon of the broadcast 1Ty
will mean | am unable 1o 1ecerve digntal television braadeasts on oy conputer

Phereally pamtul part isihe one whese the pary 1 office says. "There 1s too much govermunent and we aie
Bere o v 11" You puys promised to protect my American way of hile You alse should have no problem
sUpportig crentiv e Ve ican worhers

Plese tabe dus oppottwuty o keep tiat proause at least one tume Software is the last basuon ol Amenican
menty s the last prodoct we mahke that has not been "outpriced™ by ow Asian compeutors Tt s ihe
satuie of o Aee thimkng "unkerers”, wons of the ninfettered Amerrcan spiit that 1 ask you 1o spare 3o
support the shaekdes of resuictive legslation Just dus once... suppon widependant Ametican progianmmea s,
ma Sony Corp

Stiectely

Michael Vinealuso
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Usear Commnssoner Michad b Copps

I howsands ol Amenican consumers have alieady expressed theu opposiion o the UCC's adoption of .
“Iroadeast Tag" Tanvwiting o jom them As o usel of apen—sowce software, adoption of the broadeast Mag
will mican Fam unable 10 recerve digital television broadeasts on my compu

s notthe 1CCS place o effectively choose the soltware licenses or compuier operatng systeins that
consunieis st ase m onder oo watch digral television broadceast on then computers It s apparent to me as
bonh o user and developer thar i the commg decades broadeast media and inremet technology wall merpe

Uipon this merze, the pubdic wili view welesision and mitennet commumucaton das one Smee there will be dueot
renificauons o (and odwrs) abiliny w develop sofiware without recowse, 1T mest implore you o saratimze
e lohby elforns of media comparaes, which have then profit Lines m uerest — not the public's

Stice one of the toles of government 15 to regulate busimess on behalt of the public (that which this Ut
States was orpaized by and Fory you must view this issue frorm the people’s perspective not the
COMTTNLNICATEONS BLSITIESS Ccommiuty's

Moty users of open—sowce software are compuier programmers and "tnkerens” whe work 10 mmprove the
software Then conuibutions and constant novation s what makes open—source software able to compete m

the man ketplace

The broadeast Mag rule advocated by the MPAA will ban open—sow ce mplementations of VSH and QAM
modulaiors and demodidators, preventing open—sotuce programners from mnovating i field of digital

commnncations echigues wsad by television

Miest Aimeticans assuied that when wlevision became digital, viewers would be able 1o do mme wnh
welevision progennung. ot less Withont ninovatine new products and tlesibrbity in the ways consumers e
able o wateh T D eonsumiers will be less inclimed wo mivest in the equipnient 1o view diatal television
[harelore. the broadeast Mag s hikely 1o slow adopuon of dignal television in addiuon 10 making it illegzal 10
watch digrtal wlevision en a computer using open—souw ce soflware 1t s for these reasons [ wge you 1o
promote e digital television uansiuon by opposing adoption of the broadcast tlag

I thank vou i advance for your caretul thougin and scrutnuzanion of the communications business
comnmuny s Tobby of this new and emergimy rssue,

Sieerely

Pavid Allyn



Sincarely

[l i Allyao
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Do Commussioner Michael J Copps

Fany T a opposed 1o the TCCs adoption of o "hroadeast flag” T want no 1est1ctons on open—sotce medi
softwine Toppose this idea and T am witunye to join them As a user of open—oiwce softwate, adoption ol the
Broadeast Hag wall mican | am wnable to receive dienal television broadeass on my cormnputer

Addoptine the broadeast thag will make the FCC stand for "t ecleral Computer Control” which s outside 11
propet tote fuis notthe TCC's place o effecttvely choose the software licenses or CONIPUTED OPETATIN S5 ST i
LA LonSI S st use 1 order to wateh drgnal relevision broadeast on then computers

Vddmonalls D adopuen of the by vadceast lag will harm innovation Many wsers of open=soutce soflware aie
sompulet progiaiiness and "unkerers™ whe work 1o improve the software Thewr contiibutions and consiant
maovaten s what makes open—souwrce sottware able to conpete in the nunketplace

e broadeast Mag rute advocated by the MPAA will ban open—sow ce mplementations of VS amd (AN
mindulators and demaxdulators, preventng open—sowee programmers fiom mnovaung m ficld of dignal
comiencations eehirques used by weleviston

Mot Americans assumed tat when welevision becanie digntal, viewers would be able 10 do more with
relevision programinumg, 1ot less: Withour nmovain e new products and flexability m the ways conswna s e
abie s watch [AL consumers will be less inchined to mvest in the equupment to view digital television
Frerelore, the hroadeast lag s likely to slow adoption of digital television i additon 1o kg 1t legal 1o
wateh digital wles ision ona compuier using open=—source software It rs (o tiese 1casons | H2 YOUL 1O
promene the diental welevision transiion by opposimgs adoption of the broadeast Hlays

St ely

Trank Shalse
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Dear Comimissioner Michae! ) Copps

Now that Replay TV has enwered ow household., we walch what we want 1o see when we wanr 1o sec ¢ T he
awew Replay wins even atlow sl the recording of a particular show (o another Replay user We expeet
chipital televesion t umpact 0w use of teles raon o en further grving us more and miore OPLIONs Over Limne
FCCS adoption of . "hroadeast Rapr" seems 1ot the clock back when cormes 10 the advancenient of
reclinology i the teles ision tield

Pripraleles ivon os the conung wave and putting the brakes on the desi go and implementation of new
softaare telated it seems M1 adyjsed

[tis hard for e 10 believe that the TCC 1s not aware of thove 1ssues. and 1t 1s my simcere hope thar imdusuy
lobby iz efforts wl not encowage the FCC o tign a blind eye to the needs and desires of the consunsr 1
would ate to vee fiuther development squelched

[inderstand the weed to protect copyuglhits 1 tor one do not legally copy computer soffware Severdl vears
ago [ prodiced a sofiware product that was sumelmes pirated, and 1 know the frustration fiest handd
Flomwevar T don't believe that the adoption of the broadcast flag will discowrage rilegal activity | tunk 1wl

merely curtal des elopment and reasonable use

Recervmg digial TV on my compuLel may not be something that T wish to do next month or even ex1 veu
b Ldo behies e dhat the options should be open and T want to express my opposition to the broadeast flap

Siteerely,

NV ischer
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Dear Commissione: Michael T Copps
NI

P sure that souc have alieady poten thousands of faxes about the “hroadceast lag” ssue 1 just wanted el
ou that the only way | ean wateh Ty s with my computer and open—sowrce software | legallv pay for nn
teles siom bar do veon e an acwal THTV and without my computer [ eould not wateh the shows o Hhahy
Detfetuan | also would bave 1o use proprctary divet w el usually cause my computer 1o crash

Propuetarsy, morelerence @ computers, iweans sofiv are that 18 wiitten m a black—box manner. that i~ voun
co'l know how tworhs The teason that tius type of soflwate causes my compuier o etasit s that Lo the
hundieds ol thousands of oter people that use open—souwce soliwate, cannot altenyt o [1x bugzs
propoctany software Vuarge vouto avordtesiicting ow use of Dignal Televsion Programmmg 1 personally
boicnve that o pay 1o wateh something [ should be able to wateh it any manner that pfeases me as lone as
doos ot nivmaze on other tahes | do notsee how haya, my computer recod a show while am at wonk s
hortme a tebey ston company Dwall el yoencthis thougds if the "broadeast Mag™ 1< m fact adopred | wall be
forced 1o stop svate i television alogather Pleise do not Imat consumer trghts

Seteet el
At A Sehirade
Sectely.

Vithw v Schinmdt
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Dear Comtnnssionaer Machael T Copps

Open Souree Standar ds allow machines 1o wok wgether and those for pay broadeast could mose dependalbly
be pand when, conflicung sundards are not implonented. 1 [ am reguued 1o pay for mremet television then |
wallreluse all imtemiet welevisions this means the conflict i lrag will not be important enough 1w wateh s
vt will tard w place any attention on seundbite pohucians. mstead I wall histen to talk rado with s nev s
of the fatl of The Thuted States

St ey,

oot Fmery Preesy sk



EX PARTE O LATE FILED

1549 Birchwood
Chicago I1. 60626

DL e NeilRest@rcn.com

27 October, 2003

Commussioner Michael . Copps
Federal Communications Commission

445 1 2th St NW
Washington DC 20554 2 /
‘ 2230

Commissioner Copps,

I strongly oppose “broadeast flag” technology for digital television.

To give an elfective monopoly to one group of companies’ products opposes free
market innovaton on the one hand, and 1s effctively a give-away of our publicly-owned
urwaves on the other. In addiuon, this kind of resurction would slow and damage the
adopuion of DTV, sinee consumers wiould be much less welcoming of inferior capabilities at

higher prices.

I urge vou not w mandate broadeast flag technology for digial television.

Suicerely yours,

Neil Rest

ce: Hon, Richard Durbin
Rep Janice D. Schakowsky
Hon Peier Fitzgerald
MNa o oo v ren / o
st ALGHR
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Jessica Crouch
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. ahae
Dear Conmussione: Michael | Copps

Placare tesurcions on the des clopment ol fiee and open sowee software 1 entirely mappropreate 1L should I
e sofiwane that we tind

wathe iy tghes, arnd woadhin the vhits ot cver other Progranumer. 1o write and

el o Tone asche sollware does not s e Hlewal intent

Fhe Fact diat i miehin be possible 1o use sofiwae wencled for lepal purposes 10 violate copyripht law s shoul
b ised as aorcason 1 banmimg suel solwat e We allow people 1 dus COWITLY WO Catty gioms. di e
avomwobiles dih alcohol, and participate i a nwnber of other activities that are not legal bun cernnly
ciiablealleead acusny if a person has malicious mrent. The mere possibiltty ot a wol bemg used for apy ilepal
prepese s msalTicient reason for bamung the wol The solution 1o the copynight inftingemen prohlem ninsg

le clvewhe e
bosstoan Croueh
Sineetely

Ioasica Cronieh
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Dear Conunissionet Michael 1 Copps

M a broadeast weles isiony viewer arid electromics consumet, [ arge the Federal Commiurucatons Comnitssaon
L vole apainst the adoption of @ "broadeast flag ©

Fae broadeast Nag s neither 1 miy interest nor the public’s interest It will prevent me fiom watchmg digial
Broadeast teleyisvion m the ways I camvently enjoy analog broadeast relevision—tor example. 1t will 1osuies 1
abubiny o nune the video | have tecorded ot personal viewiy fon room—to— oom and place—to—place [ he
broadesest flag sl alse Tock out niy COMPULEL s o way 1o watch my favonte shows usimg my chowee of
sefbuw e ot a plane o nain

nrapprovimg 4 broadeast Tag, the 1'CC would be ASSISUNE Priv ate parties i awtanling personal freedom i o
ofapubhic iesource That's a mercenaties job. not the TS As a citzen and viewer of broadcast wlevision. |

tree s ou o retiact s odious prow soen

Combred witl the biton dolla spectrum giveaway 1o the major networks tor the digital wansition. adopuion
ol this rale would oftecuvely put the HCCoan dereliction of duty

Please work 1o see that conumunication markets poduce a greater civersity of quahity content ¢ oncentauon
of e mdustry 't dong that. A sharper picture of the same crap s not much progress  [t's ume 1o foolk
bevord the nantow mierests of a few copyught holders

Sereerely,

Michae! Bicsyoska

SEcerely.

Michael Biesy sk
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Drear Commussione:r Michagl 1 Copps

Lo a computer hobbyist with 6 ehildien whown are hobbyist as well Tam employed as a Secwity Guard v
catnn 89 25 an howe 1 have had o learn open—soum ce software and Operating Systems. simply bocause 1 canmiot
alfond the others

Ny childien would have no access w modern compuung at all it weren't fon open—sowrce avarlabdiny Thes
nave learned how o download games and msiall emulators and even wiite small scripts Tlus would have
tever happened 1 we were hinuted 1o what we could atford.

s dleste o mplentent a " Broaduast flag” wall ouly suffle the ability Lor the Jow meome 1o lean miodern
programing | et there aren't mote than a few hundred thousand people who get dipital tv on tluer computer s
oot b s tew nulhon tere are hundreds of milliens who will never do it So the argient that s a

Macral rssue s moo

[ behieve the 1eal teason s the rich ane atrawa that the low income will learn computing as good as them and
somieday be compettors in busimess  They want to keep fanuhies hke mime down and stuck in memal jobs Dile
Oy sey we ean never dream of owning owr own home or living out of debt

[his s a blaient attemipt by the MPA A 1o keep mouopolipie control over an ever widerung field What the
heck s the FCC domng beensiny: software anyway? Why isi't my countys POC defending my vipbu o esplon,
Al oy ae?

1 ast but not keast, stw true that people watch 1v and movies and such My kads had StarWars 2 days belore n
Canie out but it ienned a passion i them [or computmg that only experiance could ‘They ave now learnmg

How 1y make tnier own digital movies by mfo they get of U the net The MPAA certainly 1sn't helping lostel
e cdncauon o desnie for knowledgpe

Boas fon these teasons | rpe vou w promiote the digital welevision wansiuon by opposmy adopton of the
Pioadeast Nag

Simearely.
Arewsterd voter.
Carfion 1 ee Cunxle
21N Khine StSW

Lakewood, WA 98499



Stteetely
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Ken Belcher
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Comnussionet Michael T Copps

Federal Commumicanons Conunission : - -
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Dear Commessiones Michael 1 Copps

N broadaast weles ision viesweer and comsumer of electronmics and computer products, T wrge the ederal
Compmuieato s Conwmssion 1o vote apanst the adoption of a "hroadeast flag ™ Tam ouwaged that the 1¢ ¢
wordd consider aregulaton would vesuict the way L enjoy elevision

Phe Droadeast Nag s nerther inony mterest nor the publie’s eterest [t will prevent e from watclung digial
Browudcast welevision i the ways [ ewrently enjoy analog broadcast television—ftor example. it wall restet o
abihity o mos ¢ the video | have recorded for personal viewing from room—to—room and place—to—place

e broadeast ag wall alse lock out my computer as a way 1o watch my tavorne shows using iy choice of
sollwae on g plane or wram. or to send a elevision clip of a high school football game 1 famuly and fiends

[arthermore if computers cannot freely recerve digital television, how can T expect creatuve developaers 10
disconver new devices that erable me 1o use coment m exetting ways Thaven't even thought of? Vv alue
mnovative devices hke TiVo, Replay TV and the Windows Media Center PC. which exist today because thes
were built o open standards usimg inexpensive. off—=the—sheltf computer parts

[ he most ant—conswner aspect of your action 15 1ts lack of provision for bypassing any such flag when n
mictferes with conswniar fan—use of copyrighted matetials. or when (1 1s apphed 10 matelals which have oo
ops it protecton, either becanse that protecton has expiied o was ever m towce

e TS Copyieht sustem, like the Patent systenn was set up as a quid pro quo the CGrovermment agreed 10
fevaliy protect the author imventor righits for a limited penod of ume, 1 exchange for the matenal's placenent
nethie public doman at the expizauon of that ume  For whatever reason, be it a nusunderstanding of the
ongmal mrangement, a nusplaced sympathy for a few author mventors who seemed to get a1aw deal . o as
cyvmes would have 1t the shear power of campaign contributions, Congress has. 1in recent decades,
dramatcally dimuoushed the People's retiun m exchange for that protection The DMCA has tintha
cncrodehed on those nights, and now the FCC has MANDADATED a technology that once agaim makes 11
possible for nphts that exast i law 1o be taken away fiom those ertizens who agreed 1o offer nuted protecion

i eschange for wloted futwe use

I haye sonke sympathy for authors, having watched expensive software that ny company developed being
widels copred. however, owr attempts 1 protect 1t invarably caused mote harm m ow: honest users than the
estia tevene peneratad (mpact because we overestimated what share of coprers could be converted 1o useis ),
A we remos ad the protecoon Last year, Tintwt decided to protect its TwboTax product. in a disaster {1 n
and all ot us who glommerly ) used its product = | oow use a non—protected competitor And now one of the
poapular Ants s products, Norton AnuVrirus, has been released with protecnon that 1s fallimg, exposig larpe
mnbers of legimimate purchaser o PC yiuses. with no meamngtul 1ecow se! [ youwr action 1s implemented.,
wetar espect tosee sinulin deptivauen of ownership rights of flagged digital nureral



Ido net inderstnd the FCC's mouves The public airwaves are just that — we, the people. own them amd
Broadedster s bave remporaty ase of then. ultumately at our pleasure. In your media ownerstup tides you argae
contrachictory positions, {irst that the survival of the broadcasters is essential and dependenr on the new nles,

WHHLE arpuwyg this poses no threat 10 public access to information because of the pervasiveness of altenmate
Access meadnms

Wathi the brovetcast lag you seem to be tighting a battle on behalf of the hioadcasters once agaim —
dntecessatly onee again, because they can erther comply, or give up the spectium 16 sonie O HER comen
Provider who will comply! And furthermore you seem 1o be tollowing the nusgiuded eoncems of 1he niusic
business, whose fears kept them from offermg a product that the public wanted, which caused the vord to be
lilled by prrates However now that the music set vices have finally offered legitimate download licenses those
serviees dre rapidly proliferanng There will soill be some thefi, but there 15 and will be content thefl howewy
s protected  The question s how much penalty will be miposed on the honest to sooth the over—the—top
Iears ofthe provicers. who as tie RIAA has discovered. does have other enforcement tools

W atizen it viewer of broadeast elevision, and one of the wlumate owners of the portion of the yoadeas
spectiin that it iees, Dasge you 1o mandate the digntat television mansition without the adopuon of the
Proadeast ag, m exchange tor continued aceess to that spectiun

Smeerely,

Ken Beldher



Ken Belcher
2626 N lakeview #37(13
Clucago, IL 60614~1830

Conmusstoner Vichael 1 Copps C L,
I ederal Conmuuucatons Commussion

S 12t Sueet N'W j o
Washimguon, 12 ¢ 20554

Dear Comausstonet Nichael 1 Copps

A broadaast weles iaen viewer and conswmer of clectionies and computer products, T wge the Tederal
Cammuntcatons Conuessiom 1o vote aganst the adoption of a “broadeast flag.™ 1 am outraged that the T'C(
would consider a tepulation would restiict the way [ enjoy television

Fhe oadeas tlag s nerither m my interest nor the pubhc's mterest It wall prevent me from watching cigutal
Preadeast teley ison m the ways 1 owrenty enjoy analog broadeast television—for example. it will 1estict nin
Abihiey 1o move the video T have recorded tm personal viewing from ronni—to—1oon1 and place—to—place

[ b Droadeast ag will also lock out my computer as a way 1o watch my favorne shows ustng my choiee of
software on a plane o tan, ot to send a television chip of a lugh school foothall ganme to fanuly and fends

[wrthermore, i computers cannot fieely recerve digital television, how can 1 expect creative developers o
discorer new devices that enable mie to use content . eacrting ways 1 haven't even thought of? T value
o ats e devices ke TiVo, Replay TV and the Windows Media Center PC, which exist today because they

ware bl vo open standands sy mespensive, afi=the—<helt computer parts

i e most ant—conswmet aspect of youwn acuon is s lack of provision for bypassing any such flag when 1
tvct lares wilh conswmner [air—use of copyinglited matenals, or when it s apphied to materials wluch have no
copnaehit protecton, etther because that protection has expired or was never in force

The s Copynight system, like the Patent system, was set up as a quud pro quo the Government agreed
fewally protect the author/inventor mghts for a hneted penod of tme, 1n exchange for the matenal's placement
i the public domenn at the expiration of that nme  For whatever reason. be it a musunderstanding ol the
orrginal arrangement, a musplaced sympathy tor a tew author nventors who seemed to get a aw deal, oras

v ires wouldd lave 1, the shear power of campaign contributions, Congress has, in recent decades.
Jdrmnatically dimmunished the People's retwm in exchange for that protection The DMCA has funthe
cnctodched on those tighes, and now the FCC has MANDADATED a technology that once agaim ndhes n
Prossible for 1ights that extst i law to be taken away fiom those citizens who agreed 1o otter lunied pratecuon
ny e hange o anhinuted funee use

| have somke symipathy for authors, having watched expensive software that my company developed g
widely copied. however, o altemprs 1 eotect 1timvatably caused more harn to owr honest users than the
extia tesenue genetated (in pat because we overestumatect what share of coprets could be converted o isers)
anchwe removed the protection Last year. Inuwt decrded 1o protect its TurboTas product, in a disaster ki it
and all ol us wno cfoimerly) used s product — [ now use a non—protected competitor And now one of the
popd. Anun nis preciucts. Norton AnttVinus, has been refeased with protectron that 1s failling, exposing L
nanbers of Jegiimate purchaser 1o PC vituses, with no meanmgful recourse! If your action is mplementedl.
wecan espect o see sinular deprivatton of ownership rnights of flagged digntal material



Ido not understand the FCC's notives The public arwaves are just that — we. the people. own them and
broadeasters hay e tempor ary use of them, ultimately at o pleasire In your media ownershup rules you arpne
contiadicrony positions. st that the sw vivad of the broadcasiers 1s essenual and dependent on the new tules,

WHILT arpag tus poses no threat 1o public access to mformation because of the pervasiveness of aleniane
Acess mednams

With the broadeast flagr you seem to be fi £hting a battle on behalf of the broadcastets once agaim —
rneeessanly onee agam, because they can erther comply. or grve up the spectium o some OTHR conten
Provicder who will comply! And flrthenmiore youseem to be following the misginded concerns of the music
Pusmess whose [ears kept them fiom otferg a product that the public wanted, which caused the vord 1o be
lled by prates However now that tie music ser vices have finally oftered legtimate download hicenses those:
s tees are tapidly proliferatng There will sull be womie theft, but there 1s and will be coment thett howeve
vas protecied Fhe guesuon s bow much penalty wall be wiposed on the honest to sooth the over—the—top
fears of the providers. who, as the RIAA Lias discovered, does have other enforcement wols

Avactzen and viewer of broadeast television, and one of the ulttmate owners of the portion of the boadc.ast
spectiin that nuses, 1 wige you to mandate the digital televiston transitton without the adoption of the
oadeast Mag, i exchange for contmued access to that spectrum

Sincerely .

Ken Belcle:



Dale E Higgs
ZRR01 210th Ave SF
Kent. WA 980426803

Comnussionet Michael J. Copps

I ederal Convmuueations Conumussion
HE5 (2th Stueen NW

Washingon. 12 ¢ 20554

Dear Comnusaone AVichael ) Copps

One year ago Lunplugged my television set because | was fed ip with the low—hrow bent of local broadcasts.
the neessam shy=1s—falling’ approach of the local news programs, and the 25% to 30% commercial coment
e last vear | have retused o watch the 1diot box, relying mstead on newspapers for my news

Fastweek 1 pchased components for and built a new computer Thus machine has the ability 0 recen e
television broadeasts My intent has been to wse open sowrce soffwate to view digital broadcasts. but | fow
Hind that the T7CC s considering adopuion of a "broadeast Nag" which, 1 T understand the effect of Ui tule.
witl thake 10 rllegal for me 10 use my compuder i dus way

Frongly disagree with any restrictions o my use of broadcasts The airwaves belonys to the public. not 1o
COPOTAte tetests Omee coment has been broadeast. that broadeast must be pait of the public domain and
vanlable for fan use 1 eonsider the ability 1o wse whatever means T choose 1o view the content as fan gse
Prease retlise w restet the rights of the gencral public Thank—vyou.

Smcerely

Dale b Higpes



Vmecent McKenna
S5TIN SW Slavin Rd
#113
Portland, Or 97239
Comnussionar Michael T Copps ¢ -
Federal Communicatons Comnussion o
H5 12th Sueer, NW
Sonhimgmon, 1y O 20554

Dcar Commissioner Michael 1 Copps

NO O Broadoast Flags unless it you want to hint an already taling mdustues, which mean | pay mote fi
Lo You can wy and stop the free software but you wont he able and all this 15 a waste of what Intle jcsow ce
we have left T use freewaie no ever ythng I can and the only reason that s 1s becuase nothing works the way |
WAt Too, so L have to modity things and if | cant make thing work for me the way I want them to wor k. |
wont bay anyiing o warch anythung. | guess T to start reading more books

ITousands of American consuniers have al eady expressed then opposiuon w the FCC's adoption of a
Droadeast lag™ Tam wiing 1o join them. As a user of open—sowce software. adopuon of the broadeast oy
will mean Tam unable to recerve digital television broadeasts on My compuret

Adopung: the inoadeast flag wall make the T'CC stand for "Federal Computer Contiol” whiuch 1s outside s
propervole Tos not the FCC™ place 1o effectively chaose the software hcenses o) COMPULET APCT AT SySle i
that conswners must use m owder 10 watch chgnal television broadeast on then compyLter s

Addimonally - adoption of the broadeast lag will haim nnovation Many users of open—source soliwate are
COmpULE proyraniner s and "tuikerens” who work to nmprove the software Then cont ibutions And constant
e aton s what nethes open=soarce soflware able o conpete i1 the marketplace

Phe oadeast tlag rule advocated by the MPAA will ban open—souw ce implementations ot VSI3 and (QJA M
modulaors and demodudators, preventing open—source programmers from innovating in field of digital
comununications wehmgues used by welevision

Most Amaenicans assimed that when wlevision became digital, viewers woutd be able to do mme with

ey ision progranining. not less Without imnesyative new products and flexibility 1 the ways consumar s aie
able o wateh TV, consumers will be less melmed 10 invest in the equipnient oy view digital television
Mheretore. the broadcast flag 1s likely to slow adoption of digital television i additon to makang 1t dlepal 1o
wach dyutal relevision on a computer using open—source sofiware 1 1s for these reasons 1w 28 YOU 10
promole the dienal welevision transition by apposing adoption of the broadcast flag

Sineerely

Vncent MeKenng



= :h S e
Aike Mmool F%!'-l-\dﬁ:f:’?:ﬁi:}
ZT Riverglade Dive #( -
Ahers, MA 0102 JAN 2 3 04

Commissioner Nl 1 opps Fedgra
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HA 1200 Steen, N D2 S tay
MWashington D 20559

Pheas Commisaane Nichael ) Copps
Famwontine 1o o IR oppositon wo the FCCS adoption of a iy oadeast (Tag"

Mt of vpen—omce sofiwane. adopuon of the broadeast Mag wall mear L am unable 1o 1ocon e izl
Felevision Broadeasts on A Lomipiier just as the adoption ol the DMOCA and CSS—enarypred DV Y [
frniree iy abliy 1o w aieh [eeally=puechased VDS Foy tys teasom alone. | hay e not puzchased any DY
Fov media companies” pacanond beh o has actoalty lost them 1y husiness

Farthe vnore nandaen e e b oadis Mg s outade the ole of the | C s notthe 1O plice 1o
sHvetnoch Cooose e softuare heetses o COPLLCT OPCIAUIE Sy ULIL Consumicns (st Use 1 IO
sate il eley iaon by owdeast o et compineis s charce Doy solely o the hands of Uhie consamorns

Sdionaliy Cadopuon of the broadoast Qag will hami mnovatuon Many wers of open—omee softw e v
conipdter progaminmiers and "unker o whe wark ta wpiove tie software: Theu contibutions i COMINTA]
ovauen s what makes open-sowee software able 1o compere 1o the masketplace

P Lct such a prostanumer . and | Ry fromn capenience that s e more fun and revardime o win.
SOl that imeeropernaies with some standdand when that standard s open and Gieely asalable, and wies
cices will beablow use iy softwar ¢ withou bewy concemed abour wieihor it s lepal

Most Amencans assiumiad th when televiston became digmial, viewers wouald be able 1o domore wnl

reloy e oy AN 1ot fess Whout mnosatis e new products and fTesibility 1n the WALYS CONNIITICT S (1.
ADLG 1w ae D TN Connamicns will be leas medmed w i est g the cquipment 1o vew cdignal el ision
Phoretore, the oo fTag s likely o slon adopuont of digtd welevision i addition to makone 0 lleead) o
e bdia ] el saon o a COMPILCE use Hpen=sontee sofbware s B theae 1eaaons biree vou o
Pornowe the drenal eley ision tansigon by opposene adoption of the broadeast Aag

St et

Mise Moaminen el



Richard 7 Nelson

20216 Lakemore 1

Canyon Country, CA 91351, .
Comnussroner Michael T Copps :
Fedaral Communmications Comnussion
HS 121 Streer, NW ’
Washugron, D C 20554

Ca

Dear Commussioner Michae] J Copps

Wsan Amenican consunet and programnier I wish 1o CXpress my opposition to the I'CC's adopuon ol a
“broadcast flag" [ am warting 1o jo1n the thousands of others who feel the same way Asa user of
opetow ce software. adoption of the broadeast flag will mean T am unabje to recerve dignal television
Droadeasts on my compurer

The T CC should not stand for "Tederal Computer Contol" which is outside 1ts properiole. It s not the FC 'S
Place to eftecuvely choose die software heenses o computer operatulg systens that consumers st use i
order wowateh dignal television broadeast on they compiiters Besides this rule could be thrown ow by ithe
corTs because ionfimges on ow constuonal trghis

Vldimonally Cadoption of the broadeast Hag will harm mnovation and this one of the few arcas that we can
elfecuvely contpete s the wes Id onwnuty Many users of open—source software are computer Progranmmer s
and "nnkerers” who work to improve the softwaye Big comporations have inhenent ltrmutations and our couny ¥
should not be <o limuted Thewr contributions and constant innovaton 1s what makes open—sow ce xoftw.ie
ahie 1o compete in the markerplace

Fhe broadeast (lag tule ads ocated by the MPAA will ban open—source miplementations of VSB and QA
“nodulatons andd demodudators, preventing open-source programnmers from mnovating in field of ci 2itdl
communicattons techumques used by television, addrtronally. if the rule 1s adopted these mnovanve contibuio
will be foreed wndeground keepmg theyr technology to them selves  This finther mhibits the advancemenis
it o open soctety has demonstrated 1o outperform most others.

Most Ameticans assumed that when television became digntal, viewers would be able 10 do miore with
welevision programouimg. not less Without mnovative new products and flexthility 1 the ways consunier s are
able o watch TV, consumers will be Jess inelmed to mvest m the equipment to view diital televiston Lots
huep i nnd thatthe ar waves are a public resouice and not Just the domain of commescial imerests
Phetetore. the broadeast lag s hikely 1o stow adopron of digntal television m addition to makmyg i iflegal to
watch digial welevision on a conputer using open—sowce software Ttis for these reasons | Urge you e
Promowe the digital television ttansimon by opposing adoption of the broadcast flag. —qn

Seceraly

Richard ] Nelson



Joan Niertit

9533 Lemoran Ave coby T
Downey CA 90240 ' '
Commussiona Michael J. Copps L
Pederal Commumications Comnussion ! \
HS 1 2th Stieet, NW o o

Wasiingon, D ¢ 20554

Praae Commussioner Michael ] Copps

Fanivchemennly opposed o the FCCS adoption of a "broadcast (lag" As a usel of OPCITsOW Ce softwar o,
adoption of the noadeast Hag will mican | am wnable 1o recerve digntal relevision broadeasts on My oMLYy

Fhe personal frecdoms thar 1 eNjay 45 an open—sowce user will be sigmificanty resticted, not because Iy
Preaking the taw e because [ MIGHT break the law The OPPresive strong—ami tactees of major COrpOIatIeDs
den's bebong i a society of free ideas and novauon. In addition, these restictions will have a chulling effect
o AL L innesation, not fust m the area of digital boadeastrs,

b onabhang tars decrsion, you must thunk deeply about the benefits loall Amencans no Wy Just A few seles
vorpotations: Bostead of weatmg all Amenicans as cummals. you showld rem vigolate the concept of " (el
aud apply puishments and restrretions only o those who ae clearly brealung the law

Sicerely

Jow Nienr:
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Calvin Howell

| N L R Y Ya ¥

From: Phil P [philnext@hotmail com) )

Sent: Thursday, December 11, 2003 2 37 AM kegeral for T 1 e

To: Michael Copps RO

Subject: not happy with broadcast flag rules'!'!!! And reaily pissed off at FCC 67 2 '%

How can a small number of FCC officials make rules for the people of the
whole SRt Are you the majority of the people? Broadcast flag rules even
though 1t only applies to Hd tv will ruin the industry as a whole. Any
mandates cost us meney as consumers and invade our privicacy as a whole. I think your
passed rule 1s unconstitutional and your are being paid off by

the movies industry lobby people I hope your flag is hacked the first week
in 2005. Consumers conce they find out you mandated stuff in their home dwd
recorders etc will be pissed off like 1 am now. YOU should all be fired or
voted out. I will be writing to my congress you have gone too far. YOUR
Job 1s to make standards not to madate copy protection rules, when did this
become your job, with ocur tax payer money you will make it a federal crime
to remove this flag from our home units, has the movie industry and you all
gone mad® REVERSE THIS RULING IMMEDIATELY WE AS CONSUMERS ARE NOT HAFPY I
WILL GET MEDIA NEWS TO ALERT THE PEOPLE, You have done this behind our
backs just as the digital Milli act was passed behind cur backs

Thanks,

Phal

Tired of slow downloads and busy signals? Get a high-speed Internet
connecticn! Comparison-shop your local high-speed providers here.
https.//broadband msn.com


http://rnsn.com

Stephanie Kost

From: unit321@johinscompany net

Sent Tuesday, Decermnber 30, 2003 1 11 AM

To: fcc@prd? wynn com O 2 Y 2;&
Subject: FCC NPRM 02-230 Comment . oo

<PROCEEDING=> 02-230

<DATE> 12/30/03 iAN 2 3 /064
<DOCUMENT-TYPE> CO

<NAME- Alex et Gl Lo (17 0l | ulidTes i
<CONTACT-EMAIL> unit3i2l@johnscompany net e retn

<ADDREES1> 60C S5 Cherry St #510

<CITY> Denver

<STATE> CO

<Z4IP> B024¢

< PHONE »

<DESCRIPTTION> *NPRM-02-230 Comment*

<TEXT> The new laws on ccpyright and FAIR USE are completley robbing us of our freedoms!
We have a right to express ourselves. the fact that you have taken NO ACTION AGAINST THE
SCANOLOUS WAYS THE RIAA IS USING TO STEAL MONEY FROM P2P USERS IS DISGRACEFULL! 1 SONG T3
NOT WORTH 1000! THE RIAA IS A BUNCH OF PROFETEERING GLUTTONS AND THEY MAKE PLANTY OF MONEY
THERE IS NC WAY THEY NEED TO MAKE MORE'! THE FCC NEEDS TO TAKE DOWN THE RIAA A RECENT POQLL
REVERLED THAT 88.5 PERCENT OF AMERICANS WANTED FILE SHARING TO CONTINUE! DO YOU KNOW WHAT
THIS MEANS?? THE FCC IS SIDING WITH THE 20% OF THE POPULATION WHCO LOVES THE RIAA. THESE
20% ARE PEOPLE WHO ARE ASSOCIATED WITH THE RIAA' THE RIAA IS FULL OF PROFETEERING GLUTTONS
THAT WANT NOTHING BUT MONEY! THEY HAVE NO SENSE OF RIGHT OR WRONG' THE RIAA SHOULD BE SHUT
DOWN' I HOPE THAT EFF PULLS THROUGH FOR THE REAL AMERICANS WHO USE THEIR FREEDOMS AND DCNT
RESTRICT THEM. THE FCC IS NOTHING BUT COVERNMENT CONTROLLING HC WE USE OUR FREEDOMS AND !
RIGHTS YOU CANT TAKE AWAY OUR RIGHTS. THE FCC SHOULD BE ASHAMED OF THE WAY THEY HAVE
HANDLED THESE RECENT SITUATIONS!



