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October 12,2003 

Commissioner Michael I C o p s  
Federal Communications CommhPion 
441 12th Skcet, NW 
\Vastw@on, D C 20554 

Dear Michael Copps, 

I nm wriung to voice my opposition to any FCC-mandnted ndoption of"brondcast fine" techohgy for &@tal television As a commer 
and citizen, I feel strongly that such n policy would be b d  for hornt ion,  c o n m e r  +b, ~d the ultimate adoption of DTV 

A robust, competitive market for cmumfz elactronico muet be rooted in mnnufncturcn' ability to innovate for thdv customas aUowin$ 
movie studios to veto features of W - r e c q t i o n  equipment wil l  a b l e  th rmdiDi to tell technolo@ w h t  new productp they con . 
create Tluo wiU reiult in productm that dcdt n e c e n d y  re&& what c M m m m  likc me nctvally want and it could reiult in me b e h  
charged more money for inferior fhdimdily 

If the FCC wsues a broadcmt flsg mandate. I would actully be Laan likely to mnks an i n v e h e n t  in WV-capble receiver6 and other 
equipment I will not pay more for device, thnt limit my righcr nt the behert of Hollywood Please dc not mandate broadcast flq 
technology for digital television lhpnL you for your time 

Siricerely, 

stanley wr@t 
Rt 92 PO Box 30 
South &boon, PA 18842 
USA 
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October 12, 2003 

Commlssloner MlChael J copps 
Federal Communlcatlons Commlsslon 
445 12th Street, NW 
Washlngton. D C 20554 

Dear Mlchael Copps, 

I am wrtlng to volce my opposltlon to any FCGmandated adoptlon of "broadcast flag'' technology for dlglcal televlslon b a 
consumer 0nd cttlran, I feel strongly that such a pollcy would be bad for Innmtlon, consumer rlghts, end the ultlmate 
adoptlon of DTV 

A robust, competltbe market for consumer electranks must be ?Dated Ln manufacturers' ablLky to Innovate lot  thelr 
customers Allowlng movle studlos to veto features d DTV-receptlon equlpment wlll enable the atudlos to tell technologlsts 
what new produdl  they can create Thls wlll result In products that don't neeessarlly reflect what consumers llke me 
actually writ, and It could result In me belng charged more money for Inferior funckmlny 

If [he FCC Issues a broadcast flag mandata, I would actually be less llkely to make an Investment In DTV-capable recelvers 
and other equlpment I wlll not pay more for dwlces that llmn my rlghh at the behest of Hollywood Please do not mandate 
broadcast flag technology for dlglpal televlslon Thank you (or your tlme 

Slncerely, 

Chad Jannusch 
51 1 Merldlan Lane 
Crystal Lake, IL 60014 
USA 



Oaober 12, 2003 

Commlssloner Mlchael J Copps 
Federal Communlcatlons Commlsslon 
445 12th Street, NW 
Washlngton, 0 C 20554 

Dear Mlchael Copps, 

I am Wrltlng to VolCe my opposttlon to any FCC-mandated sdoptlon ol "broadcast tlag" technology Tor dlgkal televlslon As a 
consumer and cttlzen, I tee1 strongly that such B pollcy would be bad tor Innovatlon. consumer rlghts. and the ultlmate 
adoprlon of DTV 

A robust compe t t k  market tor consumer electronlcs must be roofed In manuhcturers' ablllty to Innovate tor thelr 
customers Alrowlng movle studbs to veto teatures ot OW-receptlon equlpment wlll enable the studlos to tell tcchnologlsts 
what new products they can create Thls wlll result In products that don't necersarlly reflect what consumers llke me 
actually want, and It could result In me belng charged more money tor lnhrlor tunctlonaltly 

It the FCC Issues a broadcast flag mandate, I would actually be legs llkely to make an Investment In DTV-capable recelvers 
and other equlpment I wlll not pay more tor devlces that llmlt my rlghts at the behest o? Hollywood Please do not mandate 
broadcast flag technology Tor dlgltal televlslon Thank you lor your t h e  

Slncerely. 

Jeremy Porter 
E Tompklns St 
Klngston. NY 12401 
USA 
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October 12: 2003 

Commisiioner Michuel J Coppi 
Federal Communicutiom Commisdon 
445 12th Skcet, NW 
Washington, D C 20554 

Dear Michael Copps, 

I ani witmg to voice my oppoiition to any FCC-mandated adoption of "brondcwl flag" t cchdogy  for @td television AB 0 conomer 
mid cilizen, I feel strongly that such a policy would be bad for innovation, consumer @to. and the ultimate adoption of D N  

4 robust, compctitive market for c o m e r  electmico murt be rooted in manufnchmn' ability to innovate for their  customer^ Allowin& 
movie ptudioi to veto fenlwei of DN-rcceptlon equipment will enable thc rmdios to tcll technologim w h t  new products they can 
creute Tlis will result in produnto that don't ncceismily reflect what C O M U I I ~  Ut me pctuaUy want, nnd it could rcrult in me bemg 
charged more money for inferior funo t iod ty  

If the FCC issuei a broadcuot flq mandate, I would achlauy bo lesi Wrely to mskc an investment in W - c a p a b l e  recdvcm and other 
equipment I will not pny more for devices that limit my rights at thc behest of Hollywood Please do not mandate broadcast flng 
technology for digital telcvision ?lank you for your time 

Sincerely, 

Sherman Buck 
2532 Humboldt Street 
Eellinghani, WA98225 
LISA 



c 

October 12, 2003 

Commissioner Michael J. Copps 
Federal Communicatlons Commission 
445 12th Streer, NW 
Wdshmgton, D.C. 20554 

Dear Michael Copps, 

I am wotmg to voice my opposihon to any FCC-mandated ndophon of "broadcast flag" tedrnology for dig& 
television. As a consumer and uhzm, I fed strongiy that such a pohcywould be bad for movahon, consumer 
nghts. and the ultumate adophon of DTV. 

A robust, compehtlvc market for consumer electronics must be rooted m manufacturers' abdty to innovate for 
their customers. Allowing mome studios to veto features of DTV-recephon equpment wdl enable the srud~os to 
tell technolog~sts what new products they can create. T h s  d l  result m products that don't necessady reflect 
what consumers like me actudy want, and it could result m me bemg charged more money for infenor 
functionahty. 

If  the FCC issues a broadcast flag mandate, I would acctudy be less Lkely to make an investment m DTV-capable 
receivers and other equipment. I wll not pay more for dencer that lrmt my n&ts at the behest of Hollywood. 
Please do not mandate broadcast flag technology for diFtd telemrion. Thank you for your hme. 

Sincerely. 

Enc Schaub 
3 P a r h w  Ave 
Nonvalk CT 06853 
USA 
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October 12, 2003 

Coniniismoner Michael J Copps 
Federal Communications Commhmcm 
445 12th Street, NW 
Washjngtoq D C 20554 

Dear Michnel Copps, 

I m writing to voice my oppombn to any FCC-mandated ndopbn of '"bmndcaot flag" technology far &tal television As P consumer 
and cibmi, I feel strongly ulat ouch n policy would be bed fm innovation. c o m e r  rights. and the ultimate adoption of DTV 

.4 robust, competitive market for conoumef eleckmics murt be rooted in mandnchlrm' ability to innovate for their cudomem Allowing 
movie studios to veto features of DTV-reception equipnent will enable the rmdios to tell technolo@tn what new producb they c m  
create This will result in products that don't nccc ivdy  reflect what c a m e r a  like me actwlly want, and it could result in me being 
charged more money for inferior functionality 

If the FCC issues a brosdcast flag mandate, I would actudy be less likely to make nn inveltment in DTV-capable receivers end other 
equipment I will not pay more for devices that limit my right@ nt the behesi of Hollywood Please do not mandate broadcast flag 
technology for digital relevinon Thank you for yaur time 

Sincerely, 

Timothy B h  
2751 N EsselDrive 
Tucson, aZ 85715 
USA 
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October 12. 2003 

Commissioner Michael J Copps 
Federal Communications Commission 
1.15 12th Street, NW 
Washington. D C 20554 

Dear Michael Copps. 

I din Writing to voice my opposition to any FCC-mandated adoption of "broadcast 
flag" technology for digital television i s  a consumer and kltizen. I feel 
strongly that such a policy would be bad fur innovation. consumer rights. and the 
ultimate adoption of DTV 

k robust. competitive market for consumer electronics must be rooted in 
manufacturers' ability to innovate for their customers Allowing movie studios to 
v e t o  features of DTV-reception equipment will enable the studios to tell 
technologists what new products they can create This will result in products 
that don't necessarily reflect what consumers like me actually want, and it could 
result in me being charged more money for inferior functionality 

Or it could result in my buylng non-crippled equipment from foreign countries 
which do not have the mandate (if any happen to produce compatible equipment) 
although I would prefer to buy American 

If the FCC issues a broadcast flag mandate. I would actually be much less likely 
to make an investment in American-sold DTV-capable receivers and other equipment 
I will not pay more for devices that limit my rights at the behest of Hollywood 
Please do not mandate broadcast flag technology for digital television Thank you 
for your time 

Sincerely 

Hat hanael Nerode 
4 0 6  Cayuga Hts Rd 
Ithaca NY 14850 
USA 



October 12, 2003 

Commlssloner Mlchael J Copps 
Federal Communlcations Commlsslon 
445 12th street, NW 
Washlngton, D C 20554 

Dear Mlchael Copps, 

I am wrltlng to volce my opposttlon to any FCCmandated adoption of "brondcast flag" technology for dlglta televlslon AS a 
consumer snd clllzen, I feel strongly that such e pollcy would be bad for Innmtlon, consumer rlghts and the ultimate 
adoptlon of D N  

A robust, eompetkh/e market lor consumer electronlcs muat be rooted In manulacturers' ablllty to innovate lor thelr 
customers Allowlng movle dudlos to veto features of DN-reception equlpment wlll enable the studlos to tell technologists 
what new products they can create 7319 wlll result In products that don't necessarlly reflect what consumers Ilke me 
actually m n t ,  and n could result In me belng charged more money for lnkrlortunctlonallty 

If the FCC Issues a broadcan flag mandate, I would actually be less llkely to make an Investment In DTV-capable recetvers 
and other equlprnent I wlll not pay more Tor d m l c n  that llrnit my rlghts at the behest of Hollywood Please do not mandate 
broadcast flag technology for dlgltal televlslon Thank you for your t h e  

Slncerely 

Scott Stadum 
2196thAve NW 
Farlbault, MN 55021 
USA 
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October 12. 2 0 0 3  

Commissioner Michael J Copps 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street. NW 
Washington. D C 2 0 5 5 4  

Dear Michael Copps 

I am writing to voice my opposition to any FCC-mandated adoption of "broadcast 
flag" technology for digital television As a consumer and citizen. I feel 
strongly that such a policy would be bad for innovation, consumer rights. and the 
ultimate adoption of DTV 

A robust. competitive market for consumer electronics must be rooted in 
manufacturers' ability to innovate for their customers Allowing movie studios to 
veto features of DTV-reception equipment will enable the studios to tell 
technologists what new products they can create This will result in products 
that don't necessarily reflect what consumers like me actually want. and it could 
result in me being charged more money for inferior functionality 

If the FCC issues a broadcast flag mandate, I would actually be less likely to 
make an investment in DTV-capable receivers and other equipment I will not pay 
more f o r  devices that limit my rights at the behest of Hollywood Please do not 
mandate broadcast flag technology for digital television Thank you for your time 

Sincerely 

Frank Merenda 
149 Forest Lake Rd 
Pendergrass. GA 30567 
USA 
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October 28, 2003 

Commlssloner Mlchael J topps 
Federal Communlcatlons Commlsslon 
445 12th Street, NW 
Wasnlngton, D C 20554 

Dear Mlchael Copps, 

I am wrlnng to volce my opposklon to any Ftt-mandsted adoption of "broadcast flag" technology for dlgltal televlslon As a 
Consumer and ctlzen, I feel strongly thet such a pollcy would be bad lor Innomtlon, consumer rlghts, and the ultlmate 
adnptlon of D l V  

A robust competttbe market for consumer eledronlcr must be rooted In manutsdurers' abllHy to Innovate for thelr 
cu*omers Allowlng movie studlor to veto teaturer of DTV-reeeptlon equlpment wlll enable the studlos to tell technologlsts 
what new products they can Create Thls wlll rerult In products that don't necerrarlly reflect what conaurners llke me 
actually want, and t could result In me belng charged more money for Inferlor functbnalky 

If the FCC Issues a broadcast flag mandate, I Wu ld  actually be 1899 llkely to make an Investment In DlV-capable recebers 
and other equlpment I wlll not pay more b r  devlcer that llmR my rlghts at the behest of Hollywood Please do not mandate 
broadcast flag technology for dlgtal televlslon thank you lor your t h e  

Slncerely 

John Somen 
345 Mustang 
Port Aransas, TX 78373 
USA 
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October 28, 2003 

commlssloner Mlchael J topps 
Federal communlcatlons Commlsslon 
445 12th Street, NW 
Washlngton. D C 20554 

Dear Mlchael Copps, 

I am wrhlng to volce my opposltlon to any Ftt-mandated sdoptlon of "broadcast flag" technology for dlgnal blevldon As a 
consumer and cklzen, I feel strongly that such a pollcy would be bed tor Innobatlon, consumer rlghts, and the ultlmate 
adoptlon of D l V  

A robust competttke market for con9umer electronic¶ mun be rooted In manufactureno ablllty to Innovate for thelr 
customers Allowlng movle studlos ta veto featurer of DTV-reeeptlon cqulpmcntwlll enable the stucllos to tell technologlrts 
what new products they can create Thlr wlll result In products that don't necersarlly reflect what consumers llke me 
actually want, and n could result In me behg charged more money for Inferlor functlonaltty 

It the FCC Issues a broadcast flag mandate. I would actually be less Ilkely to make an Investment In DlV-capable recelvers 
and other equlpment I wlll not pay more (or devlces that llmn my rlghts at the behest of Hollywood Please do not mandate 
broadcast flag technology ?or dlgltnl tslevlslon Thank you tor your Itme 

sincerely, 

Gary Smlth 
5461 S Gllmore Rd 
Falflleld, OH 45014 
USA 



Jerry Martin 
703 gentlewind 
Martinez. Ga, 30907 

Conunissioner Michael I. C o p p s  
Federal Communications C o m s s i o n  
445 12th Street, NW 
Washngton. D.C. 20554 

Dear Conmussloner Michael J. Copps 

As a broadcast television viewer ml consumer ofelectromcs and computer products, I urge the Federal 
Communications Commission to vote a g a m  the adoption of a "broodcast flag." I am outraged that the FCC 
would consider a regulation would resma the way I enjoy television. 

The broadcast flag is neither m my interest Ilor the public's interest. It will prevent me 5om watch% t l igml  
broadcast television in the ways I currently enjoy analog broadcast television-for example, it will restnct my 
ability to move the video I have recorded for ~ W S O M I  viewing €+om room-toioom and place-to-place 

The broadcast flag will also lock out my computer as a way to watch my favorite shows using my c h ~ ~ i ~ e  01 
software on a plane or train. or to send a television clip of a high school football game to family and tiientls 

Futhermore, if computers cannot fteely receive digital television, how can I expect creative developers to 
discover new devices that enable me to use content in exciting ways I haven't even thought of? 1 value 
innovative devices like TiVo, ReplayTV and the Windows Media Center PC, which exist today because they 
were built to open standards tlsing inexpensive, off-the-shelf computer parts. 

If the move to diptal television does not make the public's viewing experience more enjoyable. flexlble, and 
rxcitlng, what cixnpellmg reason do I h a v e  as a consumer to buy new digital television eqtupment'? A prettit.1 
Ipicttue is hardy  enoughreason for me to dispense with all my current consumer electronics and computer 
equipment. As a citizen and viewer of broadcast television, I urge you to promote the digital television 
timition by opposing adoption of the broadcast flag. 

Sincerely, 

Jeiry Martin 

1 



Tuesday, October 28 2003 

Commissioner Michael 3. Copps 
445 12th Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20554 

V IA  FACSIMILE 

Dear Commissioiier Copps, 

As a consumer of broadcast television, electronics, and computer products, I urge the Federal 
Communications Commission to vote against the adoption of a "broadcast flag." I am gravely concerned 
that a broadcast flag regulation would restrlct the way I enjoy televlslon. 

The digital television transition relies on convincing consumers of the benefits of switching to  and buying 
digital television equipment. That transition will be far more palatable to  me as a consumer if switching 
doesn't mean discarding my existing home network, buying new high-resolution displays, and finding room 
for yet another device in my livlng room. Please do not allow the MPAA and its allies to  hinder the transition 
by making us buy special-purpose DTV devices that are more expensive and less valuable. 

I n  addition, I am very concerned about the fair-use implications of the broadcast flag. With today's 
technology, I can be more than a passive recipient of content -- I can modty, create, and participate. I can 
record lV to  watch later; clip a small piece of TV and splice it into a home movie; send an emaii clip of my 
child's football game to a distant relative; or record a TV program onto a DVD and play it a t  my friend's 
apartment. The broadcast flag seems designed to  remove this control and flexibility that I enjoy. 

I f  the move to  digital television does not make the public's viewing experience more enjoyable, flexible, and 
exciting, what compelling reason do I have as a consumer to  buy new digital equipment'A prettier TV 
picture is hardly enough reason for me to dispense with all my current consumer electronics and computer 
equipment. As a citizen and consumer of broadcast television, I urge you to promote the digital transition by 
opposing the broadcast flag. 

Sincerely, 

Wayne Bloss 
573 Park Ave Apt 18 
Freehold, N1 07728 



Tuesday, October 28 2003 

Commissioner Michael 1. Copps 
445 12th Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20554 

VIA FACSIMILE 

Dear Commissioner Copps, 

As a consumer of broadcast television, electronics, and computer products, I urge the Federal 
Communications Commission to  vote against the adoption of a "broadcast flag." I am gravely concerned 
that a broadcast flag regulation would restrlct the way I enjoy televlslon. 

The digital television transition relies on convincing consumers of the benefits of switching to  and buying 
digital television equipment, That transition will be far more palatable to  me as a consumer If switching 
doesn't mean discarding my existing home network, buying new high-resolution displays, and finding room 
for yet another device in my living room. Please do not allow the MPAA and its allies to  hinder the transitioii 
by  making us buy special-purpose DTV devices that are more expensive and less valuable. 

I n  addition, I am very concerned about the fair-use implicatlons of the broadcast flag. With today's 
technology, I can be more than a passive recipient of content -- I can modify, create, and participate. I can 
record TV to  watch later; clip a small piece of TV and splice it into a home movie; send an email clip of my 
child's football game t o  a distant relative; or record a TV program onto a DVD and play It a t  my friend's 
apartment. The broadcast flag seems designed t o  remove this control and flexibility that I enjoy. 

I f  the move to  digital television does not make the public's viewing experlence more enjoyable, flexible, aiid 
exciting, what compelling reason do I have as a consumer t o  buy new digital equipment7 A prettier TV 
picture is hardly enough reason for me to  dispense with all my current consumer electronics and computer 
equipment. As a citizen and consumer of broadcast television, I urge you t o  promote the digtal transition by 
opposing the broadcast flag. 

Sincerely, 

Charles 1 Chapman III 
1552 N Detroit 
Denver, CO 80206 
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Tuesday, October 28 2003 

Commissioner Michael 3. Copps 
445 12th Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20554 

V IA  FACSIMILE 

Dear Commissioner Copps, 

As a consumer of broadcast television, electronics, and computer products, I urge the Federal 
Communications Commission to  vote against the adoption of a "broadcast flag." I am gravety concerned 
that a broadcast flag regulatlon would restrict the way I enjoy televlsion. 

The digital television transition relies on convincing consumers of the benefits of switching to and buying 
digital television equipment. That transition will be far more palatable to me as a consumer if switching 
doesn't mean discarding my existing home network, buying new high-resolution displays, and finding room 
for yet another device in my llving room. Please do not allow the MPAA and its allles to  hinder the transition 
by making us buy speciai-purpose DTV devices that are more expensive and less valuable. 

I n  addition, I am very concerned about the fair-use lmpllcatlons of the broadcast flag. With today's 
technology, I can be more than a passive recipient of content -- I can modify, create, and participate. I can 
record TV to watch later; clip a small piece of TV and splice it into a home movie; send an email clip of my 
child's football game to a distant relative; or record a TV program onto a DVD and play it a t  my friend's 
apartment. The broadcast flag seems deslgned t o  remove this control and flexibility that I enjoy. 

I f  the move to  digital television does not make the public's viewing experience more enjoyable, flexible, and 
exciting, what compelling reason do I have as a consumer to  buy new digital equipment? A prettier TV 
picture is hardly enough reason for me to dispense with all my current consumer electronics and computer 
equipment. As a citizen and consumer of broadcast television, I urge you t o  promote the digital transition by 
opposing the broadcast flag. 

Siiicerely, 

Charles S. Russell 
P.O. Box 62498 
Sunnyvale, CA 94088 



Tuesday, October 28 2003 

Commissioner Michael J Copps 
445 12th Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20554 

VIA FACSIMILE 

Dear Cornmissioner Copps 

As a consumer of broadcast television, electronics, and computer products, I urge the Federal 
Communications Commission to vote against the adoptlon of a "broadcast flag " I am gravely concerned tnat 
a broadcast flag regulation would restrict the way I enjoy television 

The digital television transition relies on convincing consumers of the benefits of switching to and buying 
digital television equipment That transition will be far more palatable to me as a consumer if switching 
doesn't mean discarding my existing home network, buying new high-resolution displays. and finding room 
for yet another device in my living room Please do not allow the MPAA and its allies to hinder the transition 
by making us buy special-purpose DTV devices that are more expensive and less valuable 

in addition. i am very concerned about the fair-use implications of the broadcast flag With today's 
technology, I can be more than a passive recipient of content -- I can modify, create, and participate I can 
record TV to watch later, clip a small piece of TV and splice it into a home movie, send an email clip of my 
childs football game to a distant relative, or record a TV program onto a DVD and play it at my friend's 
apartment The broadcast flag seems designed to remove this control and flexibility that I enjoy 

If the move to dlgital television does not make the public's viewing experience more enJoyable. flexible, and 
exciting, what compelling reason do I have as a consumer to buy new digital equipment? A prettier TV 
picture is hardly enough reason for me to dispense with all my current consumer electronics and computer 
equipment As a citizen and consumer of broadcast television, I urge you to promote the digital transition by 
opposing the broadcast flag 

Sincerely, 

John Ferlazzo 
106 Pinehurst Place 
Schenectady, NY 12304 
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Tuesday, October 28 2003 

Commissioner Michael J .  Copps 
445 12th Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20554 

V I A  FACSIMILE 

Dear Commissioner Copps, 

As a consumer of broadcast television, electronics, and computer products, I urge the Federal 
Communications Commission t o  vote against the adoption of a '"broadcast flag." I am gravely concerned 
that a broadcast flag regulation would restrict the way I enjoy television. 

The digital television transition relies on convincing consumers of the benefits of switching t o  and buying 
digital television equipment. That transition w i l l  be far more palatable to  me as a consumer i f  switching 
doesn't mean discarding my existing home network, buying new high-resolution displays, and finding room 
for yet another device in my living room. Please do not allow the MPAA and i t s  allies to  hinder the 
transition by making us buy special-purpose DTV devices that are more expensive and less valuable. 

In addition, I am very concerned about the faik-use implications of the broadcast flag. With today's 
technology, I can be more than a passive recipient of content - -  I can modify, create, and participate. I 
can record TV t o  watch later; clip a small piece of TV and splice it into a home movie; send an email clip 
of my child's football game t o  a distant relative; or record a TV program onto a DVD and play it a t  my 
friends apartment. The broadcast flag seems designed to  remove this control and flexibility that I enjoy. 

If the move to  digital television does not make the public's viewing experience more enjoyable, flexible, 
and exciting, what compelling reason do I have as a consumer t o  buy new digital equipment? A prettier TV 
picture i s  hardly enough reason for me t o  dispense with all my current consumer electronics and 
computer equipment. As a citizen and consumer of broadcast television, I urge you t o  promote the digital 
transition by opposing the broadcast flag. 

Sincerely, 

Kevin Nicholson 
1548 Vine Street 
Lincoln, NE 68508 



2003-1W28 21 32 47 (GMT) 16506181679 From 

Tuesday, October 28 2003 

Commissioner Michael J Copps 
445 12th Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20554 

VIA FACSIMILE 

Dear Commissioner Copps, 

As a consumer of broadcast television. electronics, and computer products, I urge the Federal 
Communications Commission to vote against the adoption of a "broadcast flag I' I am gravely concerned that 
a broadcast flag regulation would restrict the way I enjoy television 

I am very concerned about the fair-use implications of the broadcast flag With today's technology, I can be 
more than a passive recipient of content - -  I can modify, create, and participate I can record TV to watch 
later, clip a small piece of TV and splice it into a home movie. send an email clip of my child's football game 
to a distant relative, or record a TV program onto a DVD and play it at my friend's apartment The broadcast 
flag seems designed to remove this control and flexibility that I enjoy 

If the move to digital television does not make the public's viewing experience more enjoyable. flexible, and 
exciting, what compelling reason do I have as a consumer to buy new digital equipment? A prettier TV 
picture is hardly enough reason for me to  dispense with all my current consumer electronics and computer 
equipment As a citizen and consumer of broadcast television. I urge you to promote the digital transition by 
opposing the broadcast flag 

Sincerely, 

Paul Rusch 
1521 Via Fernandez 
Palos Verdes Peninsula, CA 90274 



Tuesday, October 28 2003 

Commissioner Michael 3. Copps 
445 12th Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20554 

VIA FACSIMILE 

Dear Commissioner Copps, 

As a consumer of broadcast television, electronics, and computer products, I urge the Federal 
Communications Commission to  vote against the adoption of a "broadcast flag." I am gravely concerned 
that a broadcast flag regulation would restrlct the way I enjoy television. 

The digital television transition relies on convincing consumers of the benefits of switching to and buying 
digital television equipment. That transition will be far more palatable t o  me as a consumer if switching 
doesn't mean discarding my existlng home network, buying new high-resolution displays, and finding room 
for yet another device in my living room. Please do not allow the MPAA and ih allies t o  hinder the transition 
by making us buy special-purpose DTV devices that are more expensive and less valuable. 

In  addition, I am very concerned about the fair-use implications of the broadcast flag. With today's 
technology, I can be more than a passive recipient of content -- I can modify, create, and participate. I can 
record TV to watch later; clip a small piece of TV and splice it into a home movie; send an email clip of my 
child's football game to a distant relative; or record a TV program onto a DVD and play it at my friend's 
apartment. The broadcast flag seems designed to  remove this control and flexibility that I enjoy. 

I f  the move to  digital television does not make the public's viewing experience more enjoyable, flexible, and 
exciting, what compelling reason do I have as a consumer to  buy new digital equipment' A prettier TV 
picture i s  hardly enough reason for me to dispense with all my current consumer electronics and computer 
equipment. As a citizen and consumer of broadcast television, I urge you t o  promote the digital transition by 
opposing the broadcast flag. 

Sincerely, 

Greg Lincoln 
2225 Nursery Rd #29-203 
Ciearwater, FL 33764 



Chris PIX 
900 Debden Dr 
Island Lake. IL 60042 

Conmussioner Mchael J. Copps 
Federal Commim~cations commission 
445 12th Street. N W  
Wahngton. D.C. 20554 

Dea~  Comnussioner Mchael J. Copps: 

Thousands of American consumers have  already expressed their opposition to the FCCs adoption of a 
"broadcast flag". I am writmg to jointhem As a user of opensource software. adoption of the broadcast flap 
will niean I a m  unable to receive digital television broadcasts on my computer. 

I am a proud nmnber ofthe g e n  soiuce software nmvemem. I help test, debug, document. and create 
sofiwair in collaboration wirh numy others like m around the world. I have *never* knowlngly pamcpatctl 
111 any unethcd practices such as illegal music piracy, code stealing. patent or copyright mfi-mgenieni I'm one 
ofthe g o d  guys -- one of the vast majority of good guys. 

I respcctftllly submit that in the global economy one has oftwo choices. Participate or &e. Artificial 
trade/technology barriers to said participation inevitably have unintended consequences to the overall 
detriment of oic econoniy. The role of the FCC is not to protect the revenue stream of a minority of nlrdia 
conipmes, but to ensure that the general public has reasonable access to technologies and frequency 
>pearum In a word: Freedom. 

Adopting the broadcast flag will make the FCC stand for "Federal Conlputer Control" whch is outsiclr its 
proper role. It IS not the FCC's place to effectively choose the software licenses or computer operating sysrrm 
that coflsunxrs must use in order to watch digital television broaclcast on their computers. 

Adtlitionally, adoptlon of the broadcast flag will ham innovation. Many users of open-source software arc 
coniputer progranuners and "tinkerers" who work to improve the software. Their contributions and constant 
innovauon is what makes open-source software able to compete in the marketplace. The internet was bullt -- 
literally - on open source software. The dirty secret of the IT indusny is that the internet could not have been 
biult Iby one nrpmuzation. Period. 

The broadcast flag rile advocated by the MPAA will ban open-source implementations of VSB and QAM 
niodulators and demcdulators, preventing opensource programmers h m  innovating in field of digital 
conunwcations techniques used by television. 

Most Americans assumed that when television became digital. viewers would be able to do more with 
television progamming. not less. Without innovative new products and flexibility in the ways cons~m~ers are 
able to watch TV, consumers will be less inclined to invest in the equipment to view digJtal television 
Therefore, the broadcast flag is likely to slow adoption of digtal television in addition to m&mg I t  illegal to  
watch digital television on a computer using opensource software. It is for these reasons I urge you to 
promote the digital television transition by oppsing adoption of the broadcast flag. 

I voted for George Bush primarily because the Rebublican platform philosophically wants free enterprise to 
work by getting government out of the way. This is one of those issues that tests if my vote was the corrcct 
one 

1 



Respectfully. 

ChrlS Pot: 

Island Lake, IL 

Sincerely, 

C h r l S  PIX 

2 
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Tuesday, October 28 2003 

Commissioner Michael J Copps 
445 12th Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20554 

VIA FACSIMILE 

Dear Commissioner Copps, 

As a consumer of broadcast television, electronics. and computer products, I urge the Federal 
Communications Commission to vote against the adoption of a "broadcast flag 'I I am gravely concerned that 
a broadcast flag regulation would restrict the way I enjoy television 

The digital television transition relies on convincing consumers of the benefits of switching to and buying 
digital television equipment That transition will be far more palatable to me as a consumer if switching 
doesn't mean discarding my existing home network, buying new high-resolution displays, and finding room 
for yet another device in my living room Please do not allow the MPAA and its allies to hinder the transition 
by making us buy special-purpose O W  devices that are more expensive and less valuable 

In addition, I am very concerned about the fair-use implications of the broadcast flag With today's 
technology, I can be more than a passive recipient of content -- I can modify, create, and participate I can 
record TV to watch later, clip a small piece of TV and splice it into a home movie, send an email clip of my 
child's football game to a distant relative, or record a TV program onto a DVD and play it at my friend's 
apartment The broadcast flag seems designed to remove this control and flexibility that I enjoy 

If the move to digital television does not make the public's viewing experience more enjoyable. flexible. and 
exciting, what compelling reason do I have as a consumer to buy new digital equipment? A prettier TV 
picture is hardly enough reason for me to dispense with all my current consumer electronics and computer 
equipment As a citizen and consumer of broadcast television, I urge you to promote the digital transition by 
opposing the broadcast flag 

Sincerely, 

Jerry Burkhart 
5636 W Melinda Lane 
Glendale, A2 85308 



October 11, 2003 f 

Commlssloner Mlchael J Copps 
Federal Communlcatlons CommlsSlOn 
445 12th Street, NW 
Washlngton, D C 20554 

I 

Dear Mlchael Copps, I 
I am wrltlng to valce my opposttlon to any FCt.rrundated adoption 07"broadcast flag" tech*iogy for dlgml television AS a 
consumer and citlren, I feel strongly that such I POllCY WUld be bed for InnWEtlOn, cansumei rlghh, and the ultimate 
adoptlon of DTV 

A robust, competttFle market tor c e n r u m  Il(ctmnlcs must be rooted In manufacturers' abllrry to l n w *  br their 
customers Allowlng movie studlos to veto *allires of DW-reception equlpment wiii enable the stud. .,m bll echnologlots 
what new products they can create This Will r w l t  In products that don't necerrarlly reflect what cons.\&, ~lb me 
actually want, and b could result In me belng aharged more money Tor ln?enor?unctlonallty 

I?  the FCC Issues a broadcast IlaQ mandate 1 WUld aCtUally be less llkely to make an Investment In -.&la recehm 
and other equlpment I wlll not pay more for Udces that llmn my r lghh at the behest ot ~ o i i y w w d  
broadcast flag technology tor dlgltsl televlslon lnsnk you for your t h e  

Slncerely, 

Danlel Avery 
1251 8th Ave 
Apt 1 
San Franclsco, CA 94122 
USA 

\ 
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Tuesday, October 28  2003  

Commissioner Michael I. Copps 
4 4 5  12 th  Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20554 

VIA FACSIMILE 

Dear Commissioner Copps, 

Dear Sirs, 

As a consumer of broadcast television, electronics, a n d  computer  products, I urge t h e  Federal 
Communicat ions Commission t o  vo te  against t h e  adopt ion o f  a "broadcast f lag." I a m  gravely 
concerned t h a t  a broadcast f lag regulat ion would restr ict t he  way  I enjoy television. 

The  digi ta l  television t ransi t ion rel ies on convlncing consumers of t h e  benef i ts  o f  switching t o  
and buy ing digital television equipment .  That  transit ion will be far  m o r e  palatable t o  m e  a s  a 
consumer i f  switching doesn't  mean  discarding m y  exist ing home network,  buying new h igh-  
resolut ion displays, a n d  f inding r o o m  for ye t  another  device in m y  living r o o m .  Please do no t  
allow t h e  MPAA and i ts  all ies t o  h inder  t h e  t ransi t ion by  making us  buy special-purpose DTV 
devices t h a t  a re  m o r e  expensive and less valuable. 

I n  addition, I a m  very concerned about  t h e  fa i r -use implications of the broadcast f lag. Wi th  
today's technology, I can b e  m o r e  than a passive recipient o f  content  -- I can modify, create, 
and part icipate. I can record n/ t o  watch later; clip a smal l  piece of TV and splice it i n to  a 
h o m e  movie;  send an emai l  cllp o f  m y  chlld's footbal l  g a m e  t o  a distant relat ive; o r  record a 
TV p rog ram onto  a DVD a n d  play it a t  m y  friend's apar tment .  T h e  broadcast flag seems 
designed t o  remove  th i s  contro l  and f lexlbi l i ty t h a t  I enjoy.  

If t h e  m o v e  t o  digi ta l  television does n o t  m a k e  t h e  public's v iewing exper ience m o r e  
enjoyable, flexible, and exciting, w h a t  compel l ing reason do I have as a consumer t o  buy new 
digital equ ipment?  A pre t t ie r  N pic ture is hard ly  enough  reason fo r  m e  t o  dispense w i th  a l l  my 
current  consumer electronlcs and computer  equipment .  As a cltizen and consumer o f  
broadcast television, I urge you t o  p r o m o t e  t h e  digital t ransi t ion by opposing t h e  broadcast 
flag. 

Si n cerely, 

l a y  Machielse 
8498  Hickory Hill Bivd. 
Grand Blanc, M I 4 8 4 3 9  



Tuesday. October 28 2003 

Cornmissioner Michael J Copps 
445 12th Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20554 

VIA FACSIMILE 

Dear Commissioner Copps, 

As a consumer of broadcast television. electronics, and computer products, I urge the Federal 
Communications Commission to vote against the adoption of a "broadcast flag " I am gravely concerned that 
a broadcast flag regulation would restrict the way I enjoy television 

The digital television transition relies on convincing consumers of the benefits of switching to and buylng 
digital television equipment That transition will be far more palatable to me as a consumer if switching 
doesn't mean discarding my existing home network, buying new high-resolution displays, and finding room 
for yet another device in my living room Please do not allow the MPAA and its allies to hinder the transition 
by making us buy special-purpose O W  devices that are more expensive and less valuable 

In addition. I am very concerned about the fair-use implications of the broadcast flag With today's 
technology, I can be more than a passive recipient of content -- I can modify. create, and participate I can 
record TV to watch later, clip a small piece of TV and splice it into a home movie. send an email clip of my 
child's football game to a distant relative, or record a TV program onto a DVD and play it at my friend's 
apartment The broadcast flag seems designed to remove this control and flexibility that I enjoy 

If the move to digital television does not make the public's viewing experience more enjoyable, flexible. and 
exciting. what compelling reason do I have as a consumer to buy new digital equipment? A prettier TV 
picture is hardly enough reason for me to dispense with all my current consumer electronics and computer 
equipment As a citizen and consumer of broadcast television, I urge you to promote the digital transition by 
opposing the broadcast flag 

Sincerely. 

William D Wade 
580 Birch Rd 
Southold, NY 11971 


