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This is an appeal from a decision by the Schools and Libraries Division of the USAC. 

Enclosed are the original and four copies of the Appeal. An extra copy is also enclosed. 

Please time stamp the extra copy and return it to me in the enclosed self addressed- 

stamped envelope 

( I )  Funding Commitment Decision Letter Appealed 

Form 471 Application Number: 343928 
Funding Year 2003. 07/01/2003-06/30/2004 
Billed Entity Number: 126694 

Date of Funding Denial Notice: 
Date of Appeal. March 15,2004 

March 3, 2004 

(2) SLD Contact Information 

(a) Linda Alexander 
27600 Chagrin Blvd., Ste 260 
Cleveland, OH 44122 
Tel (216) 682.0169 
Fax. (216) 514-3337 

(b) Nathaniel Hawthorne, Attorney (To discuss this Appeal) 
27600 Chagrin Blvd., Ste 265 
Cleveland, OH 44122 
Tel. (216) 514.4798 

(3) Funding Request Numbers Appealed 

FRN -991724 

(4) SLD’s Reason for Funding Denial 

The SLD stated that funding is denied because: 

“30% or more of this FRN includes a request for unsubstantiated charges which 

are ineligible per program rules.” 
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(5) The “30% rule” was incorrectly applied by the SLD. 

a) The Mason County School District (Mason) prepared and filed a FCC Form 

471 for telecommunications service with Verizon-West Virginia Inc. as the 

vendor. The service had an “estimated” monthly charge of $6,000.00. 

b) Exhibit A is the “billing” that Mason submitted to the SLD. 

c) The actual charges were $4,170 76. While the District’s request for funding 

was based on anticipated (estimated) telecommunications usage, Mason’s 

expenses should have been reduced rather than denied 

d) The FCC’s 30% rule provides, zn relevantpart, “[if 3 30% or more of the 

dollar amount of the request in Form 471 Block 5 Item 23K is for ineligible 

services (including services for ineligible entities or uses), the PIA team will 

deny the entire Block 5 funding request, even if eligible components are part 

of the request. If less than 30% of the dollar amount of the request in Form 

471 Block 5 Item 23K is for ineligible services, the PIA team will reduce the 

request by the cost of the ineligible components, and the Funding 

Commitment Decision Letter will cite the ineligible services for which funds 

were not committed If the request is reduced, applicants and service 

providers must ensure that the SLD is not invoiced for the ineligible items. 

[Emphasis added.] Here, there are no ineligible expenses as expenses 

relate to ineligible “services” included in Mason’s USF reauest. 

“Unsubstantiated expenses” do not equate to ineligible services. 

e) Based on the 30% rule and the attached exhibit, there is no reasonable basis 

for the denial. 
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Conclusion: 

Mason is Requesting the Following Action by the FCC: 

(a) Within 90 days 0 Order funding for the telt mmunication 

requested in the 471 Application, specifically FRN -991724; 

(b) Set aside funds to totally fund Mason's request. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Nathaniel d&&- Hawthorne 

District of Columbia Bar No. ' 237693 
27600 Chagrin Blvd., Ste. 265 
Cleveland, OH 44122 
tel ' 2161514.4798 
e-mail nhawthorne@earthlink net 

Attorney for 
Mason County School District 

rvices 
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Exhibit A 



FAX COVER SHEET 

To: Wes Woodman - SLD 

Fax: 1.973.599.6513 

From: Linda Alexander 

Date: October 29,2003 

Subject: Mason County School District 
Application # 343928 

Pages: 61 (Including Cover) 

FRN: 991724 
Verizon - Local Service - see attached bills pages 2-35 . -  

Please reduce the FRN to the amount substantiated by the documents 

FRN: 991763 
AT&T - Long Distance Service - see attached bills pages 37-53 

FRN: 991847 
ATaT - Wireless Service - see attac hed bills pages 54-56 

FRN: 991821 
RAM - Paging Service - see attached bill page 57 

Entity 27040 - Discount Validation 
Entity number 27040 (Mason County Vocational Center) was incorrectly 
input. The correct entity number should have been 26833 (Mason 
Elementary School) 

Attached is the documentation previously sent to validate the 90% 
discount for Mason Elementary School. See pages 58 - 61 

If I can be of further assistance, please contact me. 

Linda Alexander, email: laIexanderOOO@ameritech.net 
Tel: 21 6.682.0169 Fax: 216.514.3337 

lhe Information contolned in thb facrlmne message may be ConRdenHal and jw legally plvileged Intormalion intended onlyfor 
use d the Indlvldual M enW named above. ti the reader of thls message h not the Intended raclplent, you ale hueby nomled 
t h d  copylng. dlwmlnoHon. w dhMbutlon d confidenlial w ~~Mleged lnfornwflon Is miclly pohlbbd. ti you have mebed thh 
communicaHon In enw. please lmdiately n c W  us by telephone, and we wlll amnge forthe return Or the facsimile 

mailto:laIexanderOOO@ameritech.net
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MASON C O W  OF . 
WAIEAMA HlGH SCHOOL 
024 1204413 . +  

c 
0 , 
N 
19 
\ 
N 
0 
0 
w 

s 
P 
r 
N 

0 

.. .. ... 2 <:;++ il. >>? . . . . . . .  
' ), ',& *- 'i ., .. , .  , ,  

I ~ 6 , .> , 1 , irr -.-?:;e , Account Summary , ,. 4 . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 
. . . . . . . . .  . .  

................................ dgn the agreement on the ravef 

Amount of last bill dated 5/19/03. , .  , ;; $ 8 5 0 .  53 &';;,:~:;: 
Payment@). Thank you. 6 f 3 . .  , , S 8 5 0 . 5 3 ~  
Balance 3 . $ . O O  ,- 

0 

CD 
Verizon Services , $ 8 5 0 . 5 3  of tha p&rnsnt Form. P 

, -  - * 

........................ 
Current Cliarges Dnc by 7/18/03 . . . . . . . .  $850.53  

. . . . . . . . .  Total Amonnt Duc by 7/18/03 $ 8 5 0 . 5 3  

A late payment charge not to excced 1 %  8pplteS 40 
any balance carried forward to next month's bill. 
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* Page 2 of E 
Questions? Call: (888) 229-0492 

How Your Charges are Bi 
Your telephone bill /dudes five rvpss 

-I 
cn 
4 

. I ,  . 
I , ,* a. N 

N 
01 

. I , 'I ..a+ ,,., . , , :  
8<* ch.rpr ' Totoh 

, I Pa.t Due Bnlmncas 
.w ' ,.,G>,i ..w , , . .oo 

NoMasb Chargar .oo .4>* 850.53 850 93 
.oo * .OO 110 

Non-Telccxn Charges a0 .oo . la  
Direatmy Advertlshg .oo .oo a0 
Totals s.00 Q)60.63 5860.63 

Easlc Charges 

Ton Charges 

55 
v) 

Failure to pay an amount Indicated by the asmsk could resun in the disconfinuance of those sewcBp 
For example, if bash; charges are marked by an asmffst and bask chams are not wid, you could b e  dial tone g 

! ,  

The following pages provide billing detail for the charges listed. If you have 
questkm or cornplelms. cdl us Using the telephone number found at the top of 
the Verlwn pa es of your Mil. 
Verizon-West Vrglnia is E utility regulated by the Public Service Commission of West Virglda. 
Pleaea mail payments lo Verhon-W, P.O. Box 17577, Bsltlmore. Maryland 21297-05'13. 
Payments received on any bmlnesa day will be credited to your account thenext business day. 
Payments credited to  your account on or before the due date ere conddered "owtima. n 
your Payment Is lata. we Will notify Y o u  that your aervice m y  be disconnected. 

B , 

For information about your Verizon servke. 888 the "Customer Ouide- In front of your phone book. 
(Federal Tax 10 55-0142020) 



LEON GRADED SCHOOL 
K MASON*CO BD EDUC 
304 458-1710 

- . ~  I 

Account Summary 
Amour of last bill dated 4/28/03.. 
Paymenqs). Thank you. 5/14.. . . . . . . . . . . .  
Balance 5 .00  

........ To enmil in h V&m M De1 
-ant Option, pkwe red 
don the a o a n a r t  an the revorsf ................................ 

Verizoa Services ........................ $66.53 
Current Charges Doe by 6h7/q3.: . . . . . .  $66.53 
Total Amonat h e  by 6/27/03 ........... $66.53 
A late payment cb@ 8& w e x &  1% 
any balance c a r r i - ~ n v & $  p*next  month's bm. 

hl.ii L- 1 . , 

a p p l b  to 

bz?2 ::: 9 

FRN: 991724 
PAGE: 



Cumnt C h . m  Totab 

Failure to pay an amount lndlcsted by rhe astedsk could msutt in the dkmhuanoe of those servb,, 
For example, if basE charges are marked by an aaterlsk and bask chams a n  not paid, you could lose dial tons. 

The following pages provide billing detatl for the charges listed. If you heve 
questions or complaints. call us using the telephone nwnber found a t  the top of 
the Verizon pa os of your bill. 
VerlrowWest Vfrginle la a U r l l i  regulated by the Publii Service Commissian of Wept Virginia. 
Please mail payments to Verizon-WV, P.O. Box 17577, Baltlmrs. Maryland 212974513. 
Payments received on any business day will be credited to your account thenext business day 
Peyments crsdlted to your accouni on or before the due date are conddered 'owtime'. If 
your payment (8 late, we Will notify you that your sewlce may be diecomacted. 

For information about your Verizon servtce, see the "Customer Guide" m fmnt of your phone booL 
(Federal Tax ID 554142020) 
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MASON CO BOARD E U l S  10/29/2003 10:30 FAX 675+2163 
fis 2 of 7 

;; J. , , ~ , - j ' , . . ~ ~ ~ ~ ; . . . : . ' .  ' .- - m-n Qllutlonr? d l :  (800) 34.4-7710 
, . . .* 1. 

. .  I. I 
. - .  

How Your Charges are Billed .- Your t~ lwhaw bill indudes iii type9 of  service c h a m  - 
1. Buic 5.Ivp. - Charpas Ibr h l  telephone $8- &/ Dne IUIe 

.I,,. - haocfrtal servkw and insttllalnn chamas. Your LiW will ahwm k i d s  
wme reguiated so& cham% even if you do not use wur PnMe, 

- .... I .  

' 

2. IUun8uic k& ~ A# chavea ofher thm Baaia ro/l MomTmh oc mwwy A d v o ~ .  
a. Tdl C h v  - Um5ea Ibr both h i  and kng d*tma to// 
4. NowT@lemmnwniotbn chrrplrr - Chams not W t s d  by fha Rtbk snvice ComrnWon 

of West W-ginia . . . .  , . ~lnrg.r- ~ 5 e s  tor & m u i n  dhffmr~. ' -  6. D i *  Advrtskp 

Bask C h a ~  m '  - -. 5a.84 5864 
Non4asic chsron .oo , 157.12 151.72 
T a  C l w p n  m *  no 90 
b l o b o m  C h a r m  -00 e25 6 2 5  
Dlne(wy Advuu.fne .oo + 90 0 0  
Totab L W  -81 cp2dl 

- 
P u r  D u m  bbnem cunull chm ' T&b 

Failurn to p y  an amount indicntad bv Me asttvist muld nsult A tho d*sontknnco O f f W n r V i C U .  
For exam&. if hsio h q e s  an, markod by an aswisk and basic du9.r an, mt mid. you arum bn) dial mnr 

The follDwlnp pages pmvide bilEmg dnhil for the charge W d .  Ir';vou haw 
quortlona or cornpla'vnc, call us using the telephone numbar found:al the top of 

Verizon-west Vlrglnis la a utilm regulated by the Pubrk Service Cnnwass . bn of West Virginia. 
Plaasm mail payments to VerizortWV, P.0. Box 17577. BdtimOrcl, MaylDnd 212974513. 
Payments received on any b w h s s  day mW be oradiied to your P a u I n t  thrnert bu6i~e.s day. 
P a p e m s  ctccTid to your account on or M o r n  h e  dun dM. are conridered 'owtime: C 
your payment is loto. we m'll notify you that your servica may be dismnnened. 

For infomntion about ynur Veriron service, see the 'Customer Qulde' m from of your phone book. 
(Federal Tax ID 550142020) 

the Verizon pages oi your bill. ", %i a 
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@Oil 
fi-u.,, Y~IY"-.L_)LUL I Y u, . 10/29/2003 WED 12.10 FAX 3046757226 MASON COUNTY BD Of ED 

Pnge 1 of 11 
Qucstlonn? Call: (800) 607-6575 

F 
, _  - *. , /-. , I .  . Venm ......... . . . . . .  

SUPERINTENDENT OF 
307 8TH ST 
304 576-9931 

Manage your .ocount onlim at www.verbon.aam 

Account Summary 

Payment(s) ........................... 
Unpaid Balance. Please Pay Now.. . . . . . . . .  

Current Charges Due by 7/19/03. . . . . . . .  $ 2 6 0 . 1 1  

. . . . . . . .  $284 .59  Amount of last bill datcd 5/20/03.. 

$ 2 8 4 . 5 9  

Velizon Services. .................... $260.11  

To enroll In the Verlzon Oired De 
Payment Option, pleasa read and 
sign the agnement on the revers 

s .00  J 
of the payment form. 

Total Antoitnt Due.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $ 5 4 4 . 7 0  
A late payment charge not to exceed 1% applies to 
any balance carried forward to next month's blu. 

FRN: 991724 
PAGE: 9 

V Dchch & retllTn papent sUp &h your chock, paynbk to V&m . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  



10/29/2003 WED 12:lO FAX 3046757226 < /  
V Page , 2 of, 11 

Qnesdom? Call: (800) 6076575 

HOW Your Charges are Billed 
Your telsphone b//l inolude5 five types of servb. chmr~.x 
1. B N ~  swim ctmrga - thsrge~ for /oca/ ralsphone a, &/ ton; b, 

aarociated m&es and instalktion chmws. Your MM wfli ahmya inohxk, 
some ~gukrtcd sbrvim drama, wen If you do not usa your phone. 

2. Nm-bdc Sbniu - All chgm other then &sic, Toll, N ~ ~ T s k o m  or DlnctDrv Advmdslng. 
3. Toll Cluruu - Charges for both focal and /on# dhnw toll &bw& 
1. Non-T.keornmunkybbn C h s w  - chew88 not reguhtod by th. public Sb- Cmmi&on 

5. DIr&mrv Advwpbln(l Ctmma- Chemes for advertlslng in the dhcmw. 

Baeio Charges 188.60 * 184.17 383.77 
N o m - 6 8 t h  chrrg.. .. 88.54 * 89.43 177.91 

: ,. .. . 

of We51 !Aminin. 

Peat Dus B.*nsn Cunmt c h a m  Tooh 

Toll Charges .oo * .OO .OO 
NorbTakom Chug.. 6.45 6.51 12.98 
Dtectory Advwtlsing .oo .oo .Jo 
Totblr $264.59 $260.11 m44.70 
' Felfure to pay an amount indicated by tho asterisk could wult  in ths diE.mntinubnm of those ssnricsa 
For example, if bas= charges am marked !w an asterisk and basic &mea am not wid, you muld lose dk/ tone. 

The following pages provide Mlling detail for the chargee lieted. H you have 
queations or complaints, call ue uamg the telephone number found at the top of 
the Verizon pages of your bill. 
Verlzon-West Virginia is a utility regulated by the Public Service Cornmidon d West Vlrglnla. 
Please mail payments to Verizon-WV. P.O. Box 17577, Baltimore, Maryland 212874513. 
Paymenrs received on any business day will be credited to your account menext busineea day. 
Payments credited lo your account on or bafore the due date are mnsidersd ' o n - h ' .  If 
your payment is late, we will notir, you that your servke may bo disconnected. 

For information about your Verh~n 8ervice. see the 'Customer Oulde' in front of your phone W. 
(Federal Tax ID 55-0142020) 
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QueatiOns7 Call: (800) 607-6575 
PntF 1 or 12 
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~, . MASON COUNTY SCHOOL 

BUS GARAGE :,.- .. - .  - ~' , ,- , .  
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I .= , 

Account Summary 0 c3 

........ 
8 0 .  > i To enroll In the Verlmn Dlrecl 0 8  

mbn the agresrnmt on the 1 W m W  

............. 

2 

I,,., 580 .12  Amount of M bill dahd 5/28iO3.. 
Payment@). Thank you. 6R3. 
Balance.. . s . o o  
V c h n  Servtco.. 

C u m n t  Cbarps Due hy 7n7m3. 

Totnl Amount Due by 7127103 ........... ~ . .  $148.91 " 

payment Option, plsmse rend nnd 2 .............................. 
a ...................... -4 
VI 
-c 

a 

.J , ~ :<*(',.P 

........ 
. '$148.91 of the payment i o n .  

, .. 
$148.91 

\ I  . 
A late payment charge not lo exceed 1% nppller to 
m y  halance carrtcd forward lo aert mealb's bill. 

. . . . .  V hid k mhm pmpani slip d h  your hock, payable Io Vcdzn' . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
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, ,  How Your Charges are Billed , I  .. 
Your felephune bill i n c l h a  f7m lypem o f  uenrlca ohamr _... . 
1. Ba lk  8 e w b  Ch8np.l 

~ Chawss for bcrl ie&phono rerloe. dlrl tone h e ,  , , : ,  , 

2 
2 Non-Sulc 8mk. . Ail chnrgss other than 8mk, To14 Non-Tebom 01 Dfrectary Advdsinp. 
3. Toll h.rg8m - Chergss for both local end lonv d / S f m i w  toll chrmw. 
4. Nan-Telemnmunlutian Chnrp.8 ~ Chew8 not mguletad by the mblb Sewbe Comrnbdon . ' 0 3  

6. Dlrestary Advsr(lrkr(l Chamis- Charger for shrsrll?Jnn hr tho dmctnry. 
. '. - 1  Il+& 0 

Baslo Chugma .a0 , . . L  12.07 12.07 

Tol l  Charps a 0  .OO .oo 

DReutory Aclvartblng .oo * .oo .OO 
Tot018 s o 0  $51.119 ssi.aa 

... . , -.., , .. I 
~ . 1 /  ' I  rrmdmlsd rewlcea end hrfel l~l lon & o m .  Your W/ WNI e h p  lnduda . 

swne replulafed service chargeq even it yaw do not UH) your phons. 
w . ' ol 
-3 

+ , .  N 
I- 
a, 

. .  of West V ~ l n l e .  
' " 

Pmd Due 8alnnewa cunvnl clu#Qu 

NorrBaslc Charges .DO 35.56 , 35.56 

Non-Telcom Charpa .oo * 4.25 4.25 

Fallure to psy en amounl indicafrd by ths mota& could mid! In tho discontinuance of lhws srmkes. 
For enmpl0, if hsic  charges em marked by en astaris& and bmsk charges em no1 pald, yar could lase dai lone. 

' r  
Tha f o l b w h  pages prwlde blllhg detall lor rha ahsrges Hatad.' If you have 
questions or complalnts. cml ua uslng ihe telephone numbsr found, nt  lha tor, 01 
Ihr Virimn nines of uniir hlll .. .. . -. . r _ ~ _ _  _. ,___ 
Verlzon-West Virginla is a ulllly regulated by the Fubllc Sawloe Commiasbn a7 West Wrglnls. 
Plaass mall payments to VO~IZDWWV, P.O. Bon 17B??. Balllmore, Marylend 212970613. 
Payments received on nny bualness day wilt be oredlted to your nccount t h e n e d  busfnesa day. 
Payments credllad to your amount on of before ihe due date ara consldered "owtime'. If 
your psyment 1s tste. we will notify you !hat your SeNICe may bs duomected. 

' 

For informitton about your Verhon service. m e  the 'Custornar Guide. in Imnt d your phone book. 
(Federal Tax ID 55-0142020) 
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