
March 30, 2004 
 
To: Parties of Concern- Federal Communications Commission 
From: Zachary A. Hammock, Managing Director, Omni Hearing Systems 
Re: WT Docket No. 01-309- Response to Public Notice, DA 04-567, Invitation of 
Comments on Petitions for Reconsideration of the Report and Order, FCC 03-168, 
Released 8/14/03 
 
These comments are being made in regard to rules being adopted for compatibility 
between hearing aids and telephone handsets. 
 
As a hearing aid manufacturer, we strenuously object to any efforts to change FCC's 
decision regarding the utilization of the ANSI C63.19 standard to measure digital 
wireless phone compatibility with hearing aids. We currently utilize the ANSI C63.19 
standard, and it has proven to be a reliable and practical testing method. The ANSI 
C63.19 test is an approved ANSI standard that we have found to be repeatable, 
predictable and accurate.  
 
The review and approval process to establish an ANSI standard is rigorous, and we have 
seen nothing to indicate that the ANSI C63.19 test method is inappropriate for measuring 
hearing aid and wireless phone compatibility. We are already working to ensure that our 
hearing aids achieve at least a U2 rating under the ANSI C63.19 test that predicts 
compatibility with the U3-rated handsets that telephone manufacturers are required by the 
new rules to produce.  
 
We are confident that we can provide hearing aids to consumers that will achieve a U2 
rating, and that users will be able to select one of our products and a cellular phone with 
confidence that they will not face problems related to interference or will be able to 
resolve such problems if they occur. 
 
We are appreciative of your consideration in this matter. 
 


