
 

 

May 20, 2004 

 

VIA ELECTRONIC FILING 

Ms. Marlene H. Dortch 
Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, D.C.  20554 

Re: Digital Output Protection Technology and Recording Method Certification; 
Windows Media Digital Rights Management Technology, MB Docket No. 04-66 

 Digital Broadcast Content Protection, MB Docket No. 02-230 
 Notice of Ex Parte Communication 

Dear Ms. Dortch: 

This letter is submitted pursuant to Section 1.1206(b)(2) of the Commission’s Rules to 
provide notice of permitted oral ex parte presentations in the above-referenced proceedings.  On 
May 19, 2004, Andy Moss, Paula Boyd, and the undersigned, on behalf of Microsoft 
Corporation (Microsoft), met with Rick Chessen, Susan Mort, Bill Johnson, Mike Lance, Alison 
Greenwald, John Gabrysch, Jeff Neumann, and Steve Broeckaert of the Media Bureau, Alan 
Stillwell of the Office of Engineering and Technology, and Amy Nathan of the Office of 
Strategic Policy and Planning.  We also met in separate meetings with Jon Cody, Legal Advisor 
to Chairman Powell; Stacy Robinson Fuller, Legal Advisor to Commissioner Abernathy; Jordan 
Goldstein, Senior Legal Advisor to Commissioner Copps; Catherine Crutcher Bohigian, Legal 
Advisor to Commissioner Martin; and Johanna Mikes Shelton, Legal Advisor to Commissioner 
Adelstein. 

At these meetings, the parties discussed the Microsoft submissions in MB Docket No. 04-
66 concerning Microsoft’s certification of its Windows Media Digital Rights Management 
technology (WMDRM) for approval for use with the broadcast flag in digital broadcast 
television programming.  In particular, Microsoft stressed the following points: 
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• The Microsoft submissions in MB Docket No. 04-66 demonstrate that WMDRM is a 
secure and robust digital content protection technology that, if approved for use with 
the broadcast flag, will prevent the indiscriminate redistribution of digital broadcast 
content marked with the broadcast flag (Marked Content). 

• In determining the redistribution controls that would be applied to Marked Content 
protected by WMDRM, Microsoft has sought to strike an appropriate balance 
between protecting digital over-the-air broadcast content and delivering an exciting 
consumer experience to those accessing and enjoying such content. 

• WMDRM has great potential to accelerate the pace of the transition to digital 
television.  Inexpensive DTV tuner cards can be installed in PCs purchased within the 
past few years and already in consumers’ homes or in new, reasonably-priced PCs 
that are designed and equipped to handle digital media content.  To realize this 
potential and allow DTV content to become widely available on PCs (and on 
network-connected televisions throughout consumers’ homes) in the near term, we 
respectfully respect the Commission to approve the use of WMDRM with the 
broadcast flag by July 2004. 

Microsoft also noted that its specific commitments with respect to limiting the 
redistribution of Marked Content are not intended to suggest any support for a Commission 
decision or rule prescribing detailed redistribution controls in connection with the approval of 
any particular technology for use with the broadcast flag or as part of the Broadcast Flag 
rulemaking proceeding (through the definition of a “personal digital network environment” 
(PDNE) or otherwise).1  We continue to believe that any attempt to define the precise contours of 
“indiscriminate redistribution” at a single point in time would impede technological innovation 
and deprive consumers of the fruits of that innovation. 

The attached presentation, along with copies of Microsoft’s May 18, 2004 ex parte filing 
in MB Docket No. 04-66, was distributed at the meetings. 

                                                 
1  See Further Notice of Proposed Rulemaking, Digital Broadcast Content Protection, MB 
Docket No. 02-230, FCC 03-273, at ¶ 63 (seeking comment on “the usefulness of defining a 
personal digital network environment (‘PDNE’) within which consumers could freely 
redistribute digital broadcast television content”). 
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Please address any questions to the undersigned. 

       Sincerely, 
        

          
 Gerard J. Waldron 
 Mary Newcomer Williams 
 
 Counsel to Microsoft Corp. 
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