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United Ministries, through its counsel and pursuant to Sections 1.415 and 1.420 

of the FCC's Rules, hereby responds to the FCC's Notice ofPmposedRule Making in the 

above-captioned proceedings, DA 04-780, released March 26, 2004 (the 'NPRM).' 

United Ministries is a non-stock, not-for-profit Pennsylvania 501 (c)(3) corporation 

It is the licensee of AM broadcast station KJOL, Grand Junction, Colorado, which it 

operates, voluntarily, on a non-commercial, educational basis. It is also the licensee of 

noncommercial educational FM broadcast station WBMR, Telford, Pennsylvania, and, in 

connection with the acquisition of WBMR (File No. BALED-2002071 l M K ,  granted August 

30, 2002). was found to be qualified to hold a noncommercial educational broadcast 

license. 

In these two dockets, the FCC proposes, in response to petitions by Calvary Chapel 

of Montrose, to reserve Channels 270C2 and 273C for noncommercial educational use at 

1 Because these are separatelydocketed proceedings, United Ministries has 
submitted two additional copies of these comments. See Section 1.419(c) of the Rules 



Olathe, Colorado. This proposal reflects the FCC’s determination to accommodate unmet 

needsfor spectrum for noncommercial educational broadcast service by adopting objective 

criteria for the reservation of allotments for noncommercial applicants in the otherwise 

‘unreserved” portion of the FM band (Channels 221-300).’ 

The objective criteria required to initiate a rule making proceeding to reserve an 

allotment for noncommercial educational use, if satisfied, are themselves evidence of the 

unavailability of sufficient spectrum in the reserved portion of the band.3 Under these 

criteria, a reservation proponent must demonstrate that it is technically precluded from 

using a reserved channel and would provide a first and/or second NCE radio service to at 

least 10 percent of the population within the 1 mV/m contour of its proposed station. These 

channel reservation criteria are particularly appropriate in Western Colorado, where 

hypothetical lower-powered stations that might theoretically be shoe-horned into the very 

congested reserved portion of the FM band are simply inadequate to efficiently provide 

noncommercial educational service to relatively small population centers often separated 

by long distances. In that vein, while new, power-restricted stations in the reserved band 

Report and Order in MM Docket No. 95-31 (“Reexamination of the 
Comparative Standards for Noncommercial Applicants”), FCC 00-12, released April 21, 
2000 (“CE Report and Ordef), 7114. 

Proponents of reservation of an allotment on Channels 221-300 must show 
that they are “technically precluded” from providing NCE service on a reserved channel 
(Le., that a station of the same class as the unreserved allotment cannot provide service 
to the community in accordance with the NCE technical rules) and that an NCE station 
operating on that allotment would provide a first or second NCE service to at least ten 
percent of the population within its proposed service area - and that the population 
receiving a first or second NCE service is at least 2,000 persons. See, generally, Second 
Report and Order in MM Docket No. 95-31, FCC 03-44, released April 10,2003, w35-36 
(extending reservation criteria to existing unoccupied allotments). 
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might not be able to reach a sufficiently large audience to generate adequate financial 

support, new NCE stations operating on higher power allotments in the upper portion of 

the FM band should be able to derive sufficient broad-based support from a larger service 

area. 

The NPRM states (1 3) that both petitions for rule making comply with the criteria 

set forth in the NCE Report and Order. If the FCC reserves the Olathe allotments for 

noncommercial educational use as proposed, United Ministries will ap01 Tc.the 


