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Iklte. April 12, 2004 

To: Federal Communications Commission 
Electronic Conrmcnt Filing System 

Fax Number: 1-866-418-0232 

From: 

Subjcct: Electronic Commcnl Filling System 

Number of Pages, iiicludinf this page: 

I have becn unable to enter your Electronic Comment Filing System by on-line 
techniques. I, therefore, respectfully rcquest that you accept the nltxhed comirrents 
on KM 10x67, R N  10868, and RM 10869 as submitted. 

Walter T. Burton, KB 5 BM 
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Rcsponse to Thc Fedcral Communications Kestructurlng Plans for Amatcur 
Radio Designated as RM 10867, RM 10868, RM IOWY, and RM 10870 
From: Waltcr T. Bur~on, KBSRM 

Though Amateur radio's importance to the technical advance of electronic 
communication?. has been somcwhat reduced, by military, space, and commercial 
research, it still has significant value in somc special scgments oftcchnology and, most 
particularly, in thc development of fiesh and innovative m c m  of combining new 
tcchnologies by engaging and focusing the considcr;lblc intellect of many amateurs of 
divcrsc intcrests and backgrounds 

The delights ofcconomical global communications with other nationalities and culturcs, 
previously afhrdcd only by amateur radio. havc been somewhat rcduccd by the 
widcspread usc ol'thc Lnternct, yct, as we J I  soon Icarn, the lntcrnet is not without its 
pniblcms and docs not provide the varied and random access to the so very many people 
ofsuch a diverse cultural and geographical origin as can be accomplished only by radio 
Amateur radio, therefore, continues to be a vduablc instrument in building bridges of 
understanding betwcen cultures and nations, a nccd thst  has steadily grown in importance 
in  rccent years 

Many bclievcd the widespread advent ofthc cell phonc would largely eliminatc amateur 
iadio's value as 'an emcrgency communications bridge in  times ofdisaster The 9-1 1 
tragedy and subsequent nalural disastcrs have revealed that thinking to bc in crror Cell 
IOWCIS arc SuhJcCt to dcstmction as are ccll systems, cven thosc syhtems with priority 
override, arc Subjcct to overloading. We are certainly no lcss susceptible to natural 
disasters and arc faccd with rhe added and increasing dimension of acts of terrorism 
carefully crafted by mind3 triuned to exact the maximum horrific effect and cxecuted by 
individuals devoid orconsciencc. pity, or fcar We must not do anything that would 
diminish one iota ofoui ability to respond to what is likely to be an cver-growing need in 
this hcct of communlcations 

.Amatcur radio ib, therefore, still a highly valuable, irrcplaccahle, asset to our 
communities and our nation Now in thi- paiod ofpcrceivcd decline in intercst, it nceds 
to be cncouraged i n  evcry feasible way and those ainateurs who have studied. and ofien 
struggled, to rcach their lcvel ofachicverncnt, should not now feel penalired by 
shortsiyhtcd, oftcn rneaninglcss changes in liccnse structure J believe it would be a wise 
and significantly cncouraglng move, and ulge the Commission to cause thosc who havc 
reached thc license levcl of Technician with 5 WPM code to be automatically up-Zraded 
to a GcneraI license and thosc who havc reachcd the license level of Advanced be 
automatically grantcd an Extra Licensc As a further show oi'regard and encouragement. 
I suggest that these upgradcs he plawd into cn'ect at once 

Continued on page 2 
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Response to The Foderal Communications Restructurrng Plans for Amateur 
Radio Iksignalcd as RIM 10867, HM 10868, RM 10869. and RM 10870 
(Continued) 

As archaic as it may seem to somc, t Lclieve a 5 word-pcr-minute code requirement 
should be made part of future attainrncnt ot General and Rxtra fiwnscs The ability to 
Fend and reccive M o m  wde is entwined in the birth and earliest days ofour hobby and 
servicc and, as antiquc and slow ab it may seem. is still a viablc means to communicate 
with minimal quipmcnt in times of poor propagation, difficult operating conditions, and 
delibcratc lntcrtkreoce 

Rcspectfully submitted. 

Walter T Burlon, KBSBM 
P 0 Box7529 
Wcslcy Chapcl, FL 33.544 
E-mail wombur@aol corn 


