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SirMadam: 

' The attached communication is sent for your 
consideration. @lease investigate the statements 
contained therein and forward me the necessary 
information for reply, returning the enclosed 
correspondence with your answer. 

' 
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Yours truly, 

JemesL. Obemtar 
Member of Congress 
2365 Rayburn H.O.6 

Washington, OC 20515 
M.C. w- k d  I 
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c o L t i t u e n t  ID :  '273972 
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Dr.  Richard Borken , * I  *,* Lake Vermilion 2810 'Niles Bay' Forest ROa& 
Buyck, MN 55771-8480 

Ac t i v i t y  created : 4/29/2004 

Interest  Code(s)l: 
Ac t i v i t y  I D :  386418 
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I am wr i t ing t o  urge you t o  oppose the current e f f o r t ' l l y  President BuSh's 
Administration and the FCC t o  allow the use o f  Broadband over Power Lines', 

federally-licensed Amateur Radio-Operators ("Ham radio" operators) i n  the country, 
and t h i s  technology w i l l  caude s ign i f icqnt  interference fo 

broadcasting aeronautical , maritime, and m i  1 i t a ry  serv-i ces. De end1 ng on , 
communiFations used by police, f i r e  and emergency persohnel: There are other more 
appropriate technologies available on which the Administration and ,the FCC should 
focus. 

1 

cal led BPL, as a new means f o r  high-speed irtternet*access. I am one ,of  680,000 

communications op the short-wave radio bands . for  us' and ' f o r  international , 

how BPL i s  implemented, if may also, cause interference t o  low-  E and VHF " 

BPL uses power l i nes  t o  transmit internet signals usin radio frequen+es"'(RF) as a 
c a r r i e r .  B u t  power l i nes  are not shielded and were not jesigned f o r  t h i s  use. The RF 

other countries where BPL i s  i n  use. 

1 am sure you know that  amateur radio operators world-wide are always t h e  f i r s t  
people t o  provide communications a t  disaster scenes and a t  other 
times when normal communications are disrupted. This i s  because we ownnand maintain 

our own radio.equipment, we use i t  a l l  the time, and we are ready and w i l l i n g  t o  
jump i n  immediate1 t o  help. BPL w i l l  provide a level  o f  

w i l l  be a disaster t o  our a b i l i t y  t o  provide needed communications. Yes, the power 
l i n e s  are probably dead during a disaster, but the point  i s  we are available f o r  a 
disaster because we use our ' 

from the power l ines and cause s ign i f icant  interference t o  nearby 
ra I n i r d % r t m  

interference whic 5( w i l l  cover-up the weak radio signals we are t r y i n g  t o  hear. 'It 

equipment a l l  the t ime.  BPL w i l l  severely disrupt t h i s .  

The FCC recognizes the interference potential o f  BPL and i s  current ly i n  a 
rulemaking proceedin , ET Docket No. 04-37, that proposes new requirements 

shorf o f  what i s  needed t o  protect over-the-air communications services. Also, 
President Bush speci f ica l ly  supported BPL in.his recent 
speech i n  Minneapolis. He s gett ing bad advice. 

There a re  other ways t o  provide high-speed internet services t o  consumers that do 
not cause RF po l lu t ion as BPL does. These include fiber-to-the-home, cable, DSL and 
broadband wireless. BPL i s  thought o f  as a solution t o  high-speed internet f o r  rural 

and measurement gui % elines f o r  BPL systems. However, The FCC proposals are far  

areas. However, a BPL signal 

repeated. This requires sign1 f icant  cost f o r  add1 t ional  hardware and thus 1 s 

- - 
only carr ies a few thousand-feet down a power l j n e  and then must be amplified or 
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8 unl ikely to 'be economically v i  ab1 e' for rural  areas. I::.,, I 

In addition t o  holding an Extra class Amateur Radi&Ticense,' I also'holb. a,Ph.'D. i n  
physjts from the Massachusetts I n s t i t u t e  o f  .Techno1 ,' y anU,,I .am a ret i red '  vice 
President o f  a leading technology corporation. I c a ,  assure you t h i s  technology i s  

1 ,  

Please l e t  the Administration and the FCC know y0ii':qppose the current e f f o r t s  t o  
deploy BPL. . ,  

' ' 

. .  t ,  

P 
: I ( , ,  I " 

' , '  fundamentaly the wrong way t o  go. , 

Thank you, 

D r .  Richard J .  Borken 
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