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The Hon. Michael K. Powell, Chairman
Federal Commumecations Commission
445 12th Street SW

Washington, DC 20554

RE: MB Docket No. 04-207
Dear Hon. Powell,

As the State Senator from Southeast Queens, New York, representing over 300,000
people of rich and diverse backgrounds, [ respectfully write to you to express great concern aver
the proposed “a la carte” alternative to the current cable system. I thank you in advance for your
diligent attention in this important matter,

The axiom of “our diversity is our strength” can be applied to many facets of our hfe,
ncluding the rich array of television programming that 1s currently available for consumption. [
am concerned that the proposed “a la carle” alternative will have an appreciably negative effect
on the diversity of programming cmrently offered by such channels as BET, Telemundo, TV One
and ESPN Desportes.

As you are well aware, the current system has created an environment where new and
diverse stations can be bundled with existing popular channels to allow for a period of
introduction and exposure and, thus, in many cases-- steady viewership. Given that the “a la
carte” alternative would trump the bundling system and concomitantly affect relative diversity in
programming, [ am respectfully asking yon to treat it with the most exacting scrutiny.

Your support for continued diversity in programing is sincerely appreciated.

Sincerely,

e, Ak

Maicolm A_ Smith
State Senator, 14th District
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