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THE ASSEM6LY

STATE OF NEW YORK

ALBANY

JUly 9, 2004

Mr ~ic.bKl K Po~lJ

Fcdenl CornmutllcWolIS Cnmm;u,oo
44S 12~' Slr..cl, SW
W""hiu\lIOfl, DC 20554

Itt:: .,tB Oocktl No. 04-10;

Dear Chainnan Powdl

I am "-nUns:o 0?;l0.iuon 10 111<: propolW ", hi c.mo·' ~lei~ clIITcIl,ly being
<Xlori<k:red by Ibc ~'eden! Govf:ll:l!Dl!llt, as il does IJO'i bc:>efil conscmcn.

Tne fU1CS1lll>l!lty of ollr cum-,;H t3ble aYilem is 115 ever increasing dive1s'ly. Over lhe
pasl t....enty years, the number of Cl'lle !lr0J::fam nctwu,kl "~l grown f;om 28 til 339,
witlJ ±.e amy ofprog,nuu offeted 0/1 exlS\.iDg netv.'Olks li:amwQlly illC«asing
anm>ally. With ib:: improv:d Qiversificatio:l of progl"lIll"miDc. Amencitll <;OIlSU.'Qal

hllve bcdelitd from "qlOS\lrc to Unponaol CM.nnd! th~I:JU>lpO<t v~ed voic:=., such as
BET. ToJ~mlllldQ, TV One. ESPN DepMr==, C·SPA." ;uuI'fhc lAmung OJr,nnd.
Com::spoOO;nllly. the viewing oftabl~ pml',l1ll1uning hal steadily irn:re""ed,

The ce.ono~orlb: ubk i:ldustTy 1m: b.....-d OIIlicmWij:~..sbctw=I ,.';lle
prngrnmmen iil'.d oprnIou, the eost of ",hid! '"' pU3<:d O!lIO OOI\$,1ll\cn, ",,6 iWio...1
.0<1 Joc.>ol Jd,·crtismg. Advertising eamlllgs are general,y bastll! on lhe numbet of
viewers a chaMel ~'.tr~cts, If. ,ha:l..<cll1{lpCII~(Q a ~PCC1ah2erl audIence, \lI1dcr the "a
II earte~ systern, lts vj"",crn-.ijl will dcciino:, iii OOXaslOJaI vj(:\<.·eu today would no
~:r stJm:nDol.UmoflhtK vi~m and \!:os<: who ,nig:h1 watu. these c./uu;;>e~

retulMIy and llOl when oEered oOal&carte" wi1l5~etely reduc" merbslnJ;~e
lIud inerea:;t; lhll co,t Dr lic<:nsiog apllel'nCIIl& and me .OSIS passed onto cousumas

FUltha, ifchannels d('l ('lot bl.vc lWiequalc: re-.·co,-:e. ttle quality and divet>i5eation of
prog:ilnll"lmg ....ill dflCnlSe.. llHlith:".W tale, PtesidcDl. o(D,scovlItY~ona.
!las argued~ OODiscovayOa a\\7!d-",irminl llC:I.........u WlLlIlOl elUSl in an Q l.a (Ilnll

env,mll.tt.mt ~nci COlUUrTlCrs will nne 11l511he 1;)-~lIlel.s they ~gm:l IS thll pre-<:mulent
~our"c of\l;Sh Cj\1al;\)', farmiy.flicndly pro~am.'Tl;ng," Ml!.lll' of th",e channels will be
forced out ofbU!Jr><:$I We ",,11110 longer be ¥lIe 10 enjoy lho: diverse programmIng uf
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