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July T4, 2004

Michae! K. Powell

Federal Commmumications Commission
445 12* Streel, SW

Washington, D0 26554

MB Decket No. 04-207
D Chairman Poswell;

[ writing to express copgern absowl the Congressional proposal of sn “a la carte” glternative to
the eurrent cable system. Ba enactment weuld undermine the progress our countey hios made in
diverstiying its television programning.

For far too long, minority groups had Hle programming that porteayed thisy communitics m a
positive light or programming that reflected flyeir life experignces. The recent increases in cable
channe| capaeity have sdded sharnels that now more sdeguately refleet the diversity of America.

These pew channels have Been able to thrive beeaase of how calile pperators introdsee them into
their program Bne-vp, When a new channel is introduced, 1t is usnably placed in g bundle with
existing papular channels, which allows viewers the opportunaty ooy out the new chisnel. Inan
“a 1o carte world,” whire viewers pay separately for each channel, they are unlikely o spand their
money on a new channel they know littke about.

Thus, under an s ka carte system,” channels that appeal to more speciatized midiences,
particulirly ethnie, foreign-language and niche programming, such as BET, Telemundo, TV One.
ESPN Deportes. C-SPAN and The Learning Channel, woulld have trouble sttraetiog s sebstantisl
number of subscribers. Without an sdequate number of subscriptions, revenue would decling, the
cost of subseription would incraise snd specialty channels would cossequently be put out of
busimess.

[ urge yvou to not support the enectment of & Ma fa carte® system
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