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Lawrence County Educational Service Center - Home Page 1 of 1 

Welcome ... 
Lawrence County Educational Service Center 

Courthouse -Third Floor 
Ironton, Ohio 45638 

Phone: 740-532-4223 or 740-867-3422 
FAX: 740-532-7226 

Harold Shafer - Superintendent 

http://www.lc.k12.oh.us/ 711 012004 
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120 North Third Street Page 1 of 2 

WORKFORCE 
DEVELOPMENT 
RESOURCE 
CENTER 

I20 North Third 
Street 

Ironton, Ohio 
45638 
Phone 740-532-3140 

Fax 740-532-9413 
740-867-3493 

Operation 

Mond, 

8:30 a.m. -4:30 p.m. 

Location and Direction 

FROM EAST: Take US RT 52 W. Take the downtown exit, which is SR 93 S & 
Park Ave and turn right onto Park Ave. Travel to  Fourth Street and turn right. 
Proceed on Fourth St. t o  Railroad Street and turn left. 

FROM WEST: Take US RT 52 E. Take the downtown exit, which is SR 93 S & 
Park Ave and turn right onto Park Ave. Travel to Fourth Street and turn right. 
D m r a a r l  on Fniirth C t  to D>ilroarl  C t r a a t  and t i i m  /aft 

http://www wdrc.net/ 120-Resourcepage2 htm 7/13/2004 
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Ironton City Schools - Our Schools 

Click on button below to visit 
specific school 

http://www.tigertown.com/schools.htm 

Page 1 of 1 

tact Us I M a t e m s  I Guest Book ] 

7/10/2004 
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Sear, 
andlor Countyc 

School or Distnct Name clty State 

Public Elementaiy Public Charter Public Middle Public High ~~ 

Schools Schools schools Schools 3 

Showing All Elementary. Middle, High and Charter Schools in District 

View District Profile for lronton City School District 
105 S 5th St 
Ironton,OH 45638 
Phone (740) 532-4133 

I save to MY School List 

Elementary Schools 
ii indicates an Enhanced School Profile 

lronton Middle School I”’a””e1 -0 00 

302 Delaware St, Ironton. OH 45638 

Kingsbury Elementary School 
315 S 6th St. Ironton. OH 45638 

West lronton Elementary School 
1203 N 3rd St, Ironton, OH 45638 

see Brant 

Whitwell Elementaw School pTT? *C 00 

2220 S 5th St. Ironton. OH 45638 

Middle Schools 

lronton Junior HiQh Sch-ool FPT I C  00 

~ j p m l l  ElementaiySchw! p-5?Tl a= 00 

1701 S 7th St, Ironton, OH 45638 

2220 s 5th St, Ironton, OH 45638 

Phone: (740) 532-4021 
Level: 4-6 

Phone: (740) 532-3988 
Level: 1-3 

Phone: (740) 532-6045 
Level: K 

Phone: (740) 532-4054 
Level: 1-12 

I Save to My School List 

Phone: (740) 532-9458 
Level: 7-0 

Phone: (740) 532-4054 
Level: 1-12 

High Schools 

lronton High School 
1701 S 7th St, Ironton. OH 45638 

Whitwell Elementary School 
2220 S 5th St. Ironton, OH 45638 

[Save to My School List 

Phone: (740) 532-391 1 
Level: 9-12 

Phone: (740) 532-4054 
Level: 1-12 

711 0/2004 



Ads b-ogle 

Ohio Skydiving 
Training and first 
jumps offered 
Skydive Discounts 
for OH 
www.CincinnatiSkydiving. 

Ohio Connections 
Academy 
Teach Your Child 
From Home 
Currently Enrolling 
Students 
www wnnectionsacadem 

E-File Ohio Tax 
~- Retun 
€-File vour Ohio 
taxes ;ow. $19.95 
for Federal & Ohio. 
www.TaxEngine.wm 

Ironton 
View Homes for 
Sale Nationwide! 
MLS, new homes 
& foreclosures. 
www HomeListings- 
USA.com 

Sign up for our free 
newsletter lo help your child 
succeed in school. 

-Up 
E d i t S u b s u x  

El ARTIPLL LIEPAPY 

Complete List of Articles 
A~tlculos en Espafiol 

Charter Schools 

No charter schools found 

[Save to My School List 

ironton City school district, Ohio 

Public Elementary Public Middle Public High Public Charter All 
SchooLs SChOOLS ~~~~~ Schools Schools scl- 

Showing All Elementary, Middle, High and Charter Schools in District 

Ironton City School District - Ohio / OH Page 2 of 3 

or Browse Our Glossary 

ABOUT US FOR SPONSORS & PARTNERS 

http://www.greatschools.net/modperl/browse~district/9 1 /oh/ 

FOR PRINCIPALS COMMUNI? 

7/10/2004 



Ironton City School District - Ohio / OH Page 3 of 3 

OVerYleW Advellisincl Information Q L W W W  
Who We Are Real Estate Professionals Get Staned Alliculos en 
FAQs I Site Map Sponsors and Partners FAQs for Principals 
Contact GreatSchools m l a t e o p l e  Are Saving P,,upals Get He@ 
p,, 1 J o h  FactSheet 
Support GreatSchools 
Pnvacy Statement 
W O  us 

Special thanks to our sponsor: 

NRpbul 

GreatSchools.net 
Elementary, middle and high school information for Ohio public, private and charter schools 

Browse school information: By district, By city 
School information by state: Alabama, Alaska, Arizona, Arkansas, California, Colorado, Connecticut, Delaware. i 
Hawaii, m, IllinmIs. Indiana. lowa, Kansas, m. Louisiana, Maine. w a n d .  M&s%cusetts. W a n .  
MiSSiSSimi, Missouri, Montana, Nek&s ,  p?eva&, NewHammxk, New-. New-. N-e~w-. Met 
Dakota, Ohio, Oklahoma, Oregon, Pennsylvania. Rhode Island, South Carolina, South Dakota. Tennessee, Text 
Vermont, Virginia, Washington, Washington DC. West Virginia. Wscnnsin. Wyoming. 

02003 GreatSchools Inc. All Rights Reserved. M e  I T e l m S U s e  

http://www.greatschools.net/modperl/browse~district/9 liohl 7/10/2004 

http://GreatSchools.net


Page 1 of 2 Ohio University - Southern Community 

0 HI 0 Southern 
UNIVERSITY 

Resources 

Festival of the 
Hills 
Degrees 
Proctorville Ceni 
Campus Info 
~~ Learnlng& 

Student involvement extends beyond the campus to  include the local 
community and the world! Through community service and service learning 
courses, students develop an understanding of community and recognize 
that  the community extends far beyond the Tri-State. International activities, 
including educational exchange programs, provide OUS students a chance to  
broaden their horizons. 

:er 

Assessment 
New Direction 
Directions to OUS 

OU Southern 

Bicenten nia i 
Current Students 
Events 

Campuses 

Athens Campus 
Chillico_t_h_e 
Campus 
Eastern Campus 
Lancaster Camsus 
Zanesville 
Campus 

Contact I n f o  

Ohio University- 

http://www.southern.ohiou.edu/comm.htm 7/17/2004 

http://www.southern.ohiou.edu/comm.htm


Ohio University - Southern Community 

Southern 
1804 Liberty Ave. 
Ironton, OH 
45638 
Local: 740-533- 
4600 
Toll Free: 
1-800-626-0513 

http://www.southern.ohiou.edu/comm.htm 

Page 2 of 2 

7/17/2004 
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Yahoo! Yellow Pages Page 1 of 2 

Si- I New User? SQC& ..D 

Yahoo! Yellow Pages 

Your Search: 
Search by Category or Business Name (e g Hotel or Holiday Inn) 

Top > Community > Libraries 

All Businesses i 
. . ..... . . . ... ., , L . . ... . , ,., 

Rusiness Name: 

~~~ B r i g g W n c e C a m t y  L i b m  
(740) 532-5301 

Search 
the web 

Yellow Par 

Location: * 
Save Location I char 

Sho 

Address: 

311 S4thSt 
Ironton, OH Map 

- 
6 m L a w r e n c e  County Public 
(740) 8673080 

321 S 4th St 
Ironton, OH Map 

Lawrence BrimPuhliclibrary 
(740) 532-1124 

321 S 4th St 
Ironton, OH Map 

___ 
~ LawrenceCountyBar 8 r a t y  
(740) 533-0582 

111 S4thSt#4 
Ironton, OH Map 

Sh 

a( 

Beyandh&an 

Some links and information accompanying the All Businesses listings may be provided by Yahoo! and Yahoo!% content providers, 
affiliated with or endorsed by the listers or their listing agents. 

Modify your Search 

SEARCH: 

(by name or  category) 

Locations: 

(Address, intersection or  Airport Code) 

Address: l ip :  If you specify an address, 
we wil l search for businesses 

(Optional) closest to that  address. 

City, State or Zip: 

Country: 

http://yp.yahoo.com/py/ypResults.py?&&city=Ironton&state=OH&uzip=45638&country= ... 7/10/2004 

http://yp.yahoo.com/py/ypResults.py?&&city=Ironton&state=OH&uzip=45638&country


Fueled by iron ore, gridiron Page 1 of 3 

The iron was shipped out of the area 
starting in 1852 on the Detrolt, Toledo and 
lronton railroad, she said. 

T W  ONLINE NEW6 A 

IIronton Highlights 
I 

HOME I NEWS I MARSHALL SPORTS I ENTERTAINMENT I CLASSIFIEDS I CARS I HOMES I IOBS I CUSTOMER CAI 

Starting in 1868, the lronton community held 
a Memorial Day parade to honor soldiers 

now has the nation's oldest, continuous 
running Memorial Day parade in the Co'Jnb', 

who fought in the Civil War, The community 

Blagg said. 

N e w s  
Local news 
Lawrence Herald 
Marshall University 
Marshall sports 
Local sports 
Business 
Technology 
Nation I World 
Weather 
Obituaries 
Weddings, etc. 
Corrections 
Op in ions  
Editorials 
Forum 
Letters to the editor 
Submit a letter 
Ex t ras  
Communities 
4YI: News for kids 
Photo galleries 
Special reports 
Web extras 
Coupons 
Enter ta inment  
Music Scene 
Outdoors 
M a r k e t  Place 
Classifieds 
Cars 
Homes 
lobs 
Customer  Care 
Links 
W.Va. After Coal 
Home for Good 
USA TODAY 
Gannett 
Gannett Foundation 
Space.com 

Population: (according t o  2000 Census) 
l1r2I1. 

Known For: Center for iron ore furnaces 
pre-and post-Civil War. Ironton-Lawrence 
County Day Parade, longest, 
continuousiy running Memorial Day Parade 
in the country. 

COMMUNITIES I 

Fueled by iron ore, gridiron 
lronton famed for furnaces, football, family traditions 

By DAVID E MALLOY -The Herald-Dispatch 

Norm Beebe, an lronton resident for more 
than 50 years, said the parade is a special 
event. "It's Ironton's homecoming," he said. 
"A lot of people come back into town for the 
parade, a tradition. you see people you 
haven't seen for a long time at the parade." 

IRONTON -- lronton has a rich history 
that involves iron ore, the nation's 
oldest, continuous running Memorial 
Day Parade and football. 

Founded in 1849, lronton became the 
center of the pig-iron industry. There 
were more than 90 iron furnaces in the 
area during the Civil War era and iron 
from the area was used for one of the 
country's first ironclad ships, the USS 
Monitor, said Luanne Blagg, a member 
of the Lawrence County Historical 
Society. "My great-grandfather worked 

Who's Who: Country artist Bobby Bare; 
Glenn PreSnell, oldest living National 
Football League player. 

Origin: Founded in 1849 by iron master 
l o h n  Campbell. 

in the iron furnaces," Blagg said. 

Three of his daughters have participated in 
the parade while attending lronton city 
schools, he said. "I don't go every year, but 
I've been to at least 30 of them," he said. 

Don't Miss: Ironton Lawrence County 
Memorial Day Parade. 

Quick reference 

Ironton City Council: lesse Roberts, lohn 
lronton has another tradition, too, Beebe Elam, Bob Isaac, Bob Lipker, Richard 8. 

http://www. herald-dispatch.com/comrnunities/2003/ironton. htm 7/12/2004 

http://Space.com
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Fueled by iron ore, gridiron 

In 1919, the city formed a semi-professional 
football team, the lronton Tanks. The team 
played for a dozen years and even beat a 
group of football players from a team called 
the New York Giants, said Buddy Haney, a 
local historian. 

Glen Presnell, one of the players from that 
team was a star in the National Football 
League with the Detroit Lions. Presnell is 
the oldest living former NFL player. The 
former Universitv of Nebraska star moved to 

Page 2 of 3 

Mayor's office: Outgoing mayor Bob 
Cleary; Incoming mayor lohn Elam, south 
3rd and Vernon Streets, (740) 532-3822. 

Ironton City Schools: 105 s. 5th st., (740) 
532-4133. 

Points of interest 

l ohn  C .  Campbell House, 305 N. 5th St., 
Ironton, founder of Ironton who reportedly 

~~~$~~~~~~~~~~ as part Of the 

said. "lronton has always been a football Price, Brent Pyles and ,im Tordiff 
town," he said. 

others went to play for the Portsmouth 
Spartans. That team then moved to Detroit 
and became the Lions. 

Lawrence County Area 
Information 

, a. "Lll  JL., I IUIIL",,. 

ieam folded in 193;. Presnell and several 

Lawrence County 
football 
tradition .s cont nued by tne lronton H,gh ..- 

Il"lronton has a rich history," Haney said. "It's a 

:]had more bars than churches, he said. 

Warren Armstead, a local insurance agent for 

hard-working and very friendly. Even though 
the city has lost more than 1,200 jobs in the 

past decade, people want to stay in the community which has more than 11,000 
residents, he said. "A number of them have created their own business," he said. 

oldest living NFL player, was a halfback for the past 12 years, said lronton residents are 

"They're trying to hang in there," he said. 

One success story is the growth of the Ohio 
Unviersity-Southern campus in Ironton, said 
Kim Keffer, the school's director of enrollment 
services. 

The school is the largest of five regional 
campuses in the Ohio University system. There 
was a time, though, when the university didn't 
want a branch in Ironton. A former state 
senator had to get a bill passed by the Ohio 
General Assembly to allow a campus in 
Ironton. 

Initially classes were held at night at nearby 
lronton high school, but the first building 

http://www.herald-dispatch.com/communities/2OO3/ironton.htm 7/12/2004 
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Fueled by iron ore, gridiron 

opened on the lronton campus in 1985. Since 
then, three more buildings have been added in 
lronton and plans are in the works for a new 
building in the Proctorville area, Keffer said. 

Page 3 of 3 

File photo/ The Herald-Dispatch 

IRONMASTER DAYS The annual festival 

-be t-Theerald-Dispatch 7 d a v a  week' 
I L i - S t a t e w s  I T-te Soorts I M a r s h a l l S p m  I T_ecim&gy I Obituaries 

Subscribe 1 Where to Buy 1 Advertising 1 Contact List 

Copyright 0 2003 The Herald-Dispatch 
Use of this site signifies your agreement to  the Terms of Service (updated 12/18/2002) 

We welcome your questions, comments or suggestions. 

4 Your Info I Classifieds I lobs I Homes I Apartments I Cars 

http://www.herald-dispatch.com/communities/2OO3/ironton.htm 7/12/2004 
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Ohio River Scenic Byway 

Ohio River Sc& !nic Byway - lronton 

Page 1 

Vcsuuius Iron Furnace: Historical lron Furnaco was built in 1833 
and is located within the Wayne National Forest. 

Founded in 1849. the city Of ironton, Ohio was built in the lloalt of 
the Hanging Rock Region. once the largest center of pig iron 

production in the world. As a terminal on the lroil Railroad and as 
a shipping port 017 the Ohio River, Ironton grew iapidiy. becoming 

" i. ~ 

this home. It has 22 rooms and houses the Community Action 

http://www.ohiobyways.com/ironton.htm 711 2/2004 

http://www.ohiobyways.com/ironton.htm


@hi0 River Scenic Byway Page 2 of 3 

This picture depicts the memorial marker to the 37 siaves freed in 
1849 by JameSTwyman, a wealthy Virginia plantation owner. The 
moniiment stands at the gates of the Burlington 37 Cemetery and 
was funded in part by individual donations and donated proceeds 
from a book caiied "The Promise Land" by Earl Pratt. an Ohio 
lawyer from Ironton. This book is still available today describing 
James Twyman's plantation and the 37 Slaves he freed. 

Lawrence County Museum -This Victorian-italian Villa. three and one-half story brick was built by James Furgerson. but it was most 
noted for having been the residence of Colonel Gray, an ironmaster, whose wife Eiiza Ann Humphreys was the granddaughter of the 
famous abolitionist John Rankin 

John Campbeii Home- John Campbell, founder of Ironton, pioneer ironmaster and railroad developer. built this Early Victorian brick in 
1850s. He was an active abolitionist and aided fugitive slaves by concealing them in two semi-concealed rooins under the hip roof of 
this home it has 22 rooms and houses the Community Action Organization. 

8 Scottown Covered Bridge- A drive through this restored covored bridge, connects you with our past as you explore the timber frame 
and imagine the many travelers it has carried down through the years. This covered bridge is one of a kind in Lawrence County, located 
off of Route 217. 

http://www.ohiobyways.com/ironton.htm 7/12/2004 
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Ohio River Scenic Byway Page 3 of 3 

Proctowille Suspension Bridge- This award winning, state of the art suspension design bridge, carries wmmuters as well as visitors 
from the eastern part of Lawrence County. Ohio to East tiuntington. West Virginia. 'The bridge is located off of Route 7 Proctoiville. 
Ohio. 

0 Lawrence County Courthouse - The city of ironton was tourided in 1849 and was built in the heart of Hanging Rock Region. once the 
largest Center of pig iron in lhe world. As a terminal on the Iron Railroad and as a shipping port on the Ohio River, lronton grew rapidly, 
becoming the county seat of Lawrence County. Ohio in 1851 

Ohia River Scenic Byway Main Page 

Ohio Byway Home I VDOT Iiome 1 Byway Links I Byways.org 
1 Email the Ohio River Scenic Byway Coordinator 1 

OHIO DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION, 1980 W. BROAD ST., COLUMBUS, OHIO, USA, 43223 

http:llwww.ohiobyways.comiironton.htm 711 212004 

http://Byways.org
http:llwww.ohiobyways.comiironton.htm


Ironton bridge Page 1 of 1 

Ironton-RussclI Bridge , carries State Route 93 Connector Over Ohio River 
and 

N&S Railroad tracks between Ironton, Ohio and Russel Kentucky 

Bridges I ront Page 

http://www.dot.state.oh.us/se/braesthatic/ironton. htm 7/12/2004 

http://www.dot.state.oh.us/se/braesthatic/ironton


City Of Ironton, Ohio Page 1 of 2 

History of Lawrence County Lawrence County Museum Old Iron Furnaces of Lawrence County 

The city of Ironton was founded in 1849 and was built in the heart of 1 
Rock Region, once the largest center of pig iron in the world. As a tern 
the Iron Railroad and as a shipping port on the Ohio River, Ironton grew 
becoming the county seat of Lawrence County, Ohio, in 185 1. 

The Detroit, Toledo & Ironton Railroad could trace its history back 
southern point of the railroad at Ironton. The Iron Railway was incorpo 
1849 to haul mineral products from the fields of Lawrence County (Ohic 
Ohio River city of Ironton. The line opened in late 185 1 and is one of the 
rail lines to operate in the state. It made a northern rail contact later 
predecessor of the Toledo, Cincinnati & St. Louis, a "super system" consi 
many smaller lines. Barge service to the Chesapeake & Ohio Railway yarl 
the river in Russell, Kentucky provided another outlet of interchange for 
Railway, as did its connection with the Norfolk & Western at Ironton. 

The Detroit Southern Railway acquired the Iron Railway in 1902. TI 
success of the iron industry and its allied manufacturing created men I 

wealth. The affluence of those early days is reflected in many of Ironton': 
and churches, attractive reminders of a gracious Victorian life-style. 

http://www.ironton-ohio.com/Ironton%20Siteihistory.htm 7/12/2004 
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The city of Ironton was founded in 1849 and was built in the heart of Hanging Rock Region, 
once the largest center of pig iron in the world. As a terminal on the Iron Railroad and as a 

shipping port on the Ohio River, Ironton grew rapidly, becoming the county seat of Lawrence 
County, Ohio, in 185 1. 

The Detroit, Toledo & Ironton Railroad could trace its history back to the southern point of the 
railroad at Ironton. The Iron Railway was incorporated in 1849 to haul mineral products from the 
fields of Lawrence County (Ohio) to the Ohio River city of Ironton. The line opened in late 1851 
and is one of the earliest rail lines to operate in the state. It made a northern rail contact later with 
a predecessor of the Toledo, Cincinnati & St. Louis, a "super system" consisting of many smaller 

lines. Barge service to the Chesapeake & Ohio Railway yard across the river in Russell, 
Kentucky provided another outlet of interchange for the Iron Railway, as did its connection with 

the Norfolk & Western at Ironton. 

The Detroit Southern Railway acquired the Iron Railway in 1902. The great success of the iron 
industry and its allied manufacturing created men of great wealth. The affluence of those early 
days is reflected in many of Ironton's homes and churches, attractive reminders of a gracious 

Victorian life-style. 



Breif History of the DT&I Page 1 of 4 
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The Detroit, Toledo & Ironton Railroad could trace i t s  history back to  the southern point of 
the railroad at Ironton. The Iron Railway was incorporated in 1849 to  haul mineral and 
agricultural products from the rich fields of Lawrence County (Ohio) to the Ohio River city of 
Ironton. The line opened in late 1851 and i s  one of the earliest rail lines to  operate in the 
state. It made a northern rail contact later with a predecessor of the Toledo, Cincinnati & 
St.  Louis, a narrow gauge "super system" consisting of many smaller lines. Barge service to 
the Chesapeake Et Ohio Railway yard across the river in Russell, Kentucky provided another 
outlet of interchange for the Iron Railway, as did i t s  connection with the Norfolk Et Western 
at Ironton. The Detroit Southern Railway acquired the Iron Railway in 1902. 

The Springfield, Jackson Et Pomeroy Railroad was incorporated in 1874. A narrow gauge 
railroad initially, it constructed a circuitous route from the Jackson and Wellston area to 
Springfield, completed in 1878. In 1880, the Springfield Southern Railroad took over 
operations of the SJ&P and almost immediately converted the railroad to standard gauge. In 
1881, the Springfield Southern was acquired by interests of another railroad (Indiana, 
Bloomington Et Western) and renamed the Ohio Southern Railroad. The infusion of capital 
afforded the expansion of the Ohio Southern, resulting in the construction of a line north of 
Springfield to  Lima beginning in 1892 and completed in 1893. Several poorly advised 
expansions were also undertaken ,which undermined the financial stability of the company. 
Branches were undertaken to reach Cincinnati and Columbus. Both failed to reach either city 
and were abandoned some time later. In 1895, the OS had i t s  first of what was to  become a 
pattern for the railroad for the next 25 years: bankruptcy. The railroad was in very poor 
condition, both financially and physically. The end of the Ohio Southern came when it 
became part of the new Detroit Southern Railway in 1901. 

The Detroit Et Lima Northern Railway was incorporated in 1895 to  construct a line from 
Lima to Toledo and Detroit. The railroad was completed in 1898, but did not have a direct 
route to Toledo. Rather, it went to  the west of that city occasionally unitizing right of way 
from other railroads to reduce costs. The D&LN was integrated into the new Detroit 
Southern Railway, along with the Ohio Southern and Iron Railway, in 1901. This provided the 
backbone of what would become the DT&l. 

http://www.dtirr.com/dtihist.html 7/12/2004 
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Breif History of the DT&I Page 2 of 4 

The Detroit Southern was organized in 1901 with the consolidation of the D&LN and the OS. 
The Iron Railway was added in 1902. Trackage rights and an extension were arranged to 
connect the Iron Railway with the main part of the railroad. The poor financial condition of 
the railroad was plainly evident during this period, culminating in bankruptcy in 1903. In 
1905, it was released from court protection as the Detroit, Toledo and lronton Railway. 
The Ann Arbor Railroad was also placed under control of the new road, the first union of 
two companies whose fates would be intertwined for the next 80 years. 

The precedent continued however for the new DT&l. It too, went bankrupt in 1908. The 
acquisition of the Ann Arbor was voided and the DT&l was on i t s  own again. It emerged from 
court protection in 1914 and was renamed the Detroit, Toledo and lronton Railroad (as 
opposed to railway). The newly reorganized company fared l itt le better financially, but 
remained solvent until i ts  date with history in 1920. During this period, the DT&l leased the 
Toledo - Detroit Railroad, providing it with i t s  own line into Toledo, having previously used 
Ann Arbor trackage. World War I and United States Railway Administration control battered 
the DT&I almost to  death. Unprecedented traffic levels, poor equipment, and failing 
infrastructure nearly brought the railroad to  i t s  knees. One more blow would probably result 
in another trip to bankruptcy court. That blow came in 1920 when the Interstate Commerce 
Commission (ICC) ordered the DT&l to  rebuild i t s  Rouge River bridge (in Dearborn, Michigan) 
to provide lake access to  the Ford Motor Companies plant. The DT&l did not have the money 
to do so. When Henry Ford learned of this, he bought the railroad outright, rather than delay 
the project. Thus began one of the most remarkable comebacks in railroad history. 

Henry Ford personally purchased the DT&I in the Summer of 1920. He had always had an 
interest in railroads and the DT&l provided an outlet for all of the innovations he had 
envisioned. He began a massive capital improvement program to rehabilitate the physical 
condition of the railroad. He saw the DT&l as being a large terminal railroad, hauling raw 
materials and finished product to the Rouge Complex of the Ford Motor Company. The DT&l 
crossed all of the major east - west railroads, thus Ford could easily access the major cities 
on the east coast or the west. Ford also had very radical ideas about labor relations and 
applied them liberally to  the DT&l, much to the shock and dismay of the other railroads. 
Ford developed an organization built on pride, extraordinary efficiency, and profit. The 
railroad regularly pulled a 25% net profit after several years of Ford ownership, a far cry 
from the days of the worn trail to bankruptcy court! 

Henry Ford brought many innovations to  the DT&l. Perhaps the most ambitious was the 
electrification project begun in 1923. Though destined to  be a failure (one of Fords few 
mistakes during DT&l ownership), it provided much information and scientific development 
for other electrification projects soon to be underway (Pennsylvania Railroads New York to  
Washington mainline for example). The most successful Ford era project was the Malinta 
cutoff. This new 55 mile line was constructed from 1925 to 1929. It bypassed the curve and 
grade laden line via Napoleon and Wauseon, for a superbly engineered line consisting of few 
curves and light grades in addition to being more direct. It departed from the original 
mainline at Malinta and Petersburg respectively. Ford also planned a bypass around 
Springfield, but it was never followed through. 

In the Fall of 1929, Henry Ford sold the railroad to the Pennsylvania Railroads financial 
subsidiary, Penn Road Corporation. Ford had become disgusted with ICC interference with 
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his operations of the DT&I and was finally compelled to throw in the towel. Pennsylvania 
Railroad control of the DT&l resulted in many of Fords innovations going by the wayside. Of  
particular note, the labor relations field became more conservative and inline with standard 
railroad operating practices. PRR control lasted until the Penn Central bankruptcy of 1970. 

The DT&l operated profitably for the next 30 years, serving well during World War II and the 
economic boom of the 1950s. The railroad dieselized in 1955, ending 100 years of steam 
operations. Interesting to note that the DT&I purchased diesels from only one builder, the 
Electro-Motive Division of General Motors. Major innovations in freight car design pushed the 
railroad to the forefront of railroad technology. The railroad was one of the first to embrace 
the high capacity "Hi-Cube'' boxcars for auto parts shipments as well as specially designed 
cars to haul steel coils. The DT&l also maintained an extremely modern locomotive fleet for 
a railroad of i t s  size. It marketed several premium transportation services, such as the 
"Railblazer". 

The PC bankruptcy of 1970 and i t s  subsequent inclusion into Conrail, resulted in the DT&l 
being sold off to  assist in paying off PC's creditors. The former Toledo - Detroit Railroad was 
abandoned in the early 1960s and trackage rights over the Ann Arbor Railroad again provided 
access to Toledo for the DT&l. The newly independent DT&I faced a very hostile railroad 
environment in the late 1970s. The DT&I needed to form so sort of union with another 
railroad in order to survive the increased competition from the trucking industry and the 
ever expanding railroad neighbors. In 1980, the DTW was acquired by the Grand Trunk 
Western Railroad. Following the GTW acquisition, the DT&l retained i ts  corporate identity 
for a brief time. In 1982, the first major abandonment of DT&l trackage took place when the 
lronton Branch (former Iron Railway) was abandoned south of Jackson. The line from 
Washington Court House to Waverly was also abandoned in 1982 when trackage rights were 
secured over the B&O and C&O railroads. The shops at  Jackson were closed in 1984 and the 
trackage from Jackson to Waverly were abandoned, as were the trackage rights secured in 
1982. In 1984, the DT&l was integrated into the Grand Trunk Western Railroad and passed 
into history. 

In 1990, the GTW sold the former DT&l trackage from Springfield to  Washington Court House 
to the Indiana Et Ohio Railroad. The GTW continued to operate the former DT&l from Flat 
Rock to Springfield until February 15, 1997, when most of it was sold to the I&O. Everything 
south of the Ann Arbor Jct. at Diann, Michigan was included in the sale. The l&O has 
undertaken a massive capital investment program, rebuilding the railroad after almost a 
decade of neglect under GTW ownership. 

The Detroit, Toledo and lronton was a truly unique railroad in i t s  continuous rising and 
falling from the favor of fortune. With the Indiana and Ohio Railway owning the largest 
remaining portion of the DT&l, perhaps the rails of the DT&I wil l once again be under the 
bright shine of fortunes favor. 

written 1/7/98 by J. Erik Londrum 
Questions and Comments? Please e-mail: Eric Davis 
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