The Lawrence County Dog Shelter Page 10of2

Here are some tips that will help enable dogs and
humans to live together harmoniously.

Always keep your dog on a leash when you are out for a walk.

When you are walking your dog, keep him/her close to you and steer clear
-|lof people walking, running, skating, or biking.

Stoop and scoop after your dog, and whatever you do, don’t let your dog
relieve itself on the neighbor’s lawn.

http Iiwww ddrt.net/shelterindex.htm - 7/13/2004
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Lawrence County Recorder
Sharon Gossett Hager

Welcome to the Lawrence County Recorder's Office.
Click on the links on the left for community news and information,
state and local links, and more.

P.O.Box 77
111 South 4th Street - lronton, Ohio 45638
Phone: 740.533.4314
Fax: 740.533.4411

39002

http:/fiwww lawrencecountyohiorecorder.org/ 7/13/2004
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Welcome...

Lawrence County Educational Service Center
Courthouse - Third Floor
Ironton, Ohio 45638

Phone: 740-532-4223 or 740-867-3422
FAX: 740-532-7226

Harold Shafer - Superintendent

hitp://www.le.k12.oh.us/ 7/10/2004
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Workforce
Development
Resource Center
120 North Third
Street
Ironton, Ohio
45638

http://iwww.wdrc.net/WDRCAboutus.htm 7/13/2004
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V\/ ORKFORCE
D EVELOPMENT e
REesourcE 120 North Third
Street
CENTER
Ironton, Ohio
Phone  740-532-3140
740-867-3493
_________________ Fax 740-532-9413
“Hours of Operation
Monday—-FHday
8:30 a.m. -4:30 p.m.
Location and Direction
:,{Lawre E
Streei R
\’“ﬂ“é'.f;;ﬂ:ﬁ“:ﬂ:\\
.
i ; M ~
EFROM EAST: Take US RT 52 W. Take the downtown exit, which is SR 93 S &
|Park Ave and turn right onto Park Ave. Travel to Fourth Street and turn right.
|Proceed on Fourth St. to Railroad Street and turn /eft.
fFROM WEST: Take US RT 52 E. Take the downtown exit, which is SR 93 S &
|Park Ave and turn right onto Park Ave. Travel to Fourth Street and turn right.
HDrmrand An EAnirth ©F tA Railraad Qtraat and tarn laff
http://www.wdrc.net/120_ResourcePage2.htm 7/13/2004


http://www
http://wdrc.net
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Click on button below to visit
specific school

http://www.tigertown.com/schools.htm 7/10/2004
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Keep a personal tragedy

ggﬁatmhm&s

he premier onfine gaide to K-12 g;h:mig

HG BLHOOLS TRACK S5CHOGL PER

and/or ]

105 S 5th St
Ironton,OH 45638
Phone: (740) 532-4133

Elementary Schools
-(Q‘o- indicates an Enhanced School Profile

Ironton Middie Schoo!
302 Delaware St, Ironton, OH 45638

Kingsbury Elementary School
315 S 6th St, Ironton, OH 45638

West Ironlon Elementary School see Rt
1203 N 3rd St, Ironton, OH 45638

Whitwell Elementary School
2220 S 5th St, lronton, OH 45638

Middie Schools

Ironton Junior High School
1701 S 7th St, Ironton, OH 45638

Whitwell Elementary School
2220 S 5th St, Ironton, OH 45638

High Schools

fronton High School m

1701 S 7th St, Ironton, OH 45638

Whitwell Elementary School

2220 S 5th St, lronton, OH 45638

http:/fwww. greatschools.net/modperl/browse_district/91/oh/

School or Di.st.ﬁf:“t.h.léme ”City
Public Elementary Public Middle
Schools Schools

FORRMANCE PARENT RESQURLE CENTER

[

Sean
i
County ¢

State

Public High Public Charter

Schools Schoals Sc

Showing All Elementary, Middle, High and Charter Schools in District

[Save to My School List

Phone: (740) 532-4021
Level: 4-6

Phone: (740) 532-3988
Level: 1-3

Phone: (740) 532-6045
Level: K

Phone: (740) 532-4054
Level: 1-12

[ save to My School List

Phone: (740) 532-9458
Level: 7-8

Phone: (740) 532-4054
Level: 1-12

[Save to My School List

Phone: (740) 532-3911
Level: 9-12

Phone: (740) 532-4054
Level: 1-12

7/10/2004
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Ads by Google

Ohlo Skydiving
Training and first

jumps offered
Skydive Discounts
for OH

www.CincinnatiSkydiving.

Ohio Connections

Academy

Teach Your Child
from Home
Currently Enrolling
Students

www.connectionsacadem

E-File Ohio Tax
Retun

E-File your Chio
taxes now. $19.95
far Federal & Ohio.

www.TaxEngine.com

Ironton

View Homes for
Sale Nationwide!
MLS. new homes,

& foreclosures.
www Homel.istings-
USA.cam

FREE NEWSLETTER

Sign up for our free

newsletter to help your child

succeed in school.

Sign Up
Edit Subscription

ARTICLE LIBRARY

Camplete List of Arlicles

or Browse Qur Glossary

Charter Schools

No charter schools found

Public Elementary

Schogls

ABOUT US

Page 2 of 3

| Save to My School List

ironton City school district, Ohio

Public Middie
Schools

Public High
Schools

Public Charter
Schools

Showing Ali Elementary, Middle, High and Charter Schools in District

FOR SPONSORS & PARTNERS

http://www.greatschools,net/modperl/browse_district/91/ch/

FOR PRINCIPALS
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Ironton City School District - Ohio / OH Page 3 of 3

Overview Advertising Inforrnation Qverview Overvigw
Wha We Are Real Estate Professionals Get Started Anliculos en
FAQs / Site Map Spensors and Pariners FAQs for Principals

Contact GreatSchools  What Peopls Are Saying Principals: Get Help

Press / Jobs Fact Sheet

Support GreaiSchools

Privacy. Statement

Link To Us

Special thanks to our sponsor:

GreatSchools.net
Elementary, middle and high school information for Ohio public, private and charter schools

Browse school information; By district, By ity
Hawai, Idaho, llinois, Indiana, lowa, Kansas, Kentucky, Louisiana, Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, Michigan,
Mississippi, Missouri, Montana, Nebraska, Nevada, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New Mexico, New York, Norif

Vermont, Virginia, Washingten, Washington DC, West Virginia, Wisconsin, Wyoming.

©2003 GreatSchools Inc, Al Rights Reserved. Home | Terms of Use

http://www.greatschools.net/modperl/browse_district/91/oh/ 7/10/2004
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OHIO southern Community

UNIVERSITY

e | . T

Offices

CenterforI & L
Campus and
Community
Gear Up

Horse Park
International
Awareness
Nature Center
NYSP

Together We Can
Offices/Dept

Resources

Festival of the Student involvement extends beyond the campus to include the local
Hils community and the world! Through community service and service learning

' courses, students develop an understanding of community and recognize
that the community extends far beyond the Tri-State. International activities,
including educational exchange programs, provide OUS students a chance to
broaden their horizons.

Degrees
Proctorville Center

Learning &
Assessment

New Direction
Directions_to OUS

OU Southern

Bicentennial
Current Students
Events

Campuses

Chiilicothe
Campus

Zanesville
Campus

Contact Info

Ohio University-

http://www.southern.ohiou.edw/comm.htm 7/17/2004


http://www.southern.ohiou.edu/comm.htm

Ohio University - Southern Community Page 2 of 2

Southern
1804 Liberty Ave,
Ironton, OH
45638
Local: 740-533-
4600
Toll Free:
1-800-626-0513

http://www.southern.ohiou.edu/comm.htm 7/17/2004
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Yahgo! My Yahco! Mail

S 3??’3?%2%
- ign In
-YA_HOO' §e§elﬂ.gfa! Ear‘% New User? Sign Up Yellow Pac
Yahoo! Yellow Pages

Search by Category or Business Name (e.g. Hotel or Holiday Inn) Save Location | Char
Top > Community > Libraries

— Sho
All Businesses i

. o i

Business Name: Address:

Briggs Lawrence County Library 311 S 4th St

{740) 532-5301 Ironton, OH Map

Briggs l.awrence County Public 321 S4th St

(740) 867-3080 Ironton, OH Map
Lawrence Briggs Public Library 321 S 4th St

(740) 532-1124 Ironton, OH Map
Lawrence County Bar & Library 111 S 4th St#4

(740) 533-0582 Ironton, OH Map

Sh
B

Beyond Ironton

Some links and information accempanying the All Businesses listings may be provided by Yahoo! and Yahoo!'s content providers,
affiliated with or endorsed by the listers or their listing agents.

Modlfy your Search

SEARCH:

(by name or category)

Locations:

(Address, Intersection or Airport Code)

Address: Tip: If you specify an address,
we will search for businesses

(Cptional) closest to that address,

City, State or Zip:

Country:

http://yp.yahoo.com/py/ypResults.py ?& &city=Ironton& state=OH&uzip=45638&country=... 7/10/2004
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News

Local news
Lawrence Herald
Marshall University
Marshall sports
Local sports
Business
Technology
Nation / World
Weather
Obituaries
Weddings, etc.
Carrections
Opinions
Editorials

Forum

Letters to the editor
Submit a letter
Extras
Communities
4Y1: News for kids
Photo galleries
Special reports
Web extras
Coupons
Entertainment
Music Scene
Qutdoors
Market Place
Classifieds

Cars

Homes

Jobs

Customer Care
Links

W.Va. After Coal
Home for Good
USA TODAY
Gannett
Gannett Foundation
Space.com

HOME | NEWS | MARSHALL SPORTS | ENTERTAINMENT | CLASSIFIEDS | CARS | HOMES | JOBS | CUSTOMER CAfT

COMMUNITIES | "
Fueled by iron ore, gridiron

Ironton famed for furnaces, football, family traditions
By DAVID E, MALLQY - The Herald-Dispatch

IRONTON -- Ironton has a rich history
that involves iron ore, the nation’s
oldest, continuous running Memorial
Day Parade and football.

Founded in 1849, tronton became the
center of the pig-iron industry. There
were more than 90 iron furnaces in the
area during the Civil War era and iron
from the area was used for one of the
country's first ironclad ships, the USS
Monitor, said Luanne Blagg, a member
R of the Lawrence County Historical

patth  Society. "My great-grandfather worked

“Thom A, MarshiThe Haral
in the iron furnaces,” Blagg said.

The iron was shipped out of the area - .
starting in 1852 on the Detroit, Toledoand || Ironton Highlights
Ironton railroad, she said.

i

Population: (according to 2000 Census)
Starting in 1868, the lronton community held || 11,211

a Memorial Day parade to honor soldiers
who fought in the Civil War. The community || Known For: Center for iron ore furnaces

now has the nation’s oldest, continuous gre‘a"dhf"St'Ci"‘l“Dwaré Ir°gt°'|‘"-a‘”"f”‘:e
. . T ounty Memorial Day Parade, longest,
running Memorial Day parade in the country, continuously running Memorial Day Parade

Blagg said. in the country.

Norm Beebe, an lronton resident for more Who's Who: Country artist Bobby Bare;
than 50 years, said the parade is a special Glenn Presnell, oldest living National
event. "It's Ironton’s homecoming," he said. || Football League player.

"A lot of people come back into town for the _
parade. if's a tradition. You see people you || Origin: Founded in 1843 by iron master
haven't seen for a long time at the parade.” {|’oh" campbell

(

. . R Don't Miss: Ironton Lawrence County
Three of his daughters have participated in || Memorial Day Parade.

the parade while attending Ironton city
schools, he said. "i don't go every year, but
I've been to at least 30 of them," he said.

g7

Quick reference

. Ironton City Council: Jesse Roberts, John
Ironton has another tradition, too, Beebe Elam, Bob Isaac, Bob Lipker, Richard B.

http://www.herald-dispatch.com/communities/2003/ironton.htm 7/12/2004
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said. "lronton has always been a football

, . Price, B Pyl d Jim iff.
town " he said. , Brent Pyles and Jim Tordiff

. . . Mayor's office: Outgoing mayor Bob

In 1919, the city formed a semi-professional || Cleary; Incoming mayor lohn Elam, south
football team, the Ironton Tanks. The team || 3rd and Vernon Streets, (740} 532-3822.
played for a dozen years and even beat a
group of foothall players from a team called || Irenton City Schools: 105 S. 5th St., (740)
the New York Giants, said Buddy Haney, a ||332-4133.

local historian.
Points of interest

Gien Presnell, one of the players from that

team was a star in the National Football John C. Campbell House, 305 N. Sth St.,
League with the Detroit Lions. Presnell is Ironton, founder of Ironton who reportedly
the oldest living former NFL player. The assisted runaway slaves as part of the

JVING u Railroad.
former University of Nebraska star moved fo | Jneroround Railroa

Ironton to play football and taught several
years at Ironton High School. When the
team folded in 1931, Presnell and several
others went to play for the Portsmouth L n Cou r
Spartans. That team then moved to Detroit Ia:vre c:f nty Area
and became the Lions. nrormation

Lawrence County Historical Museum, 506
S. 6th St., Ironton.

Lawrence County

The
football
tradition is continued by the Ironton High
School Fighting Tigers. The team has been to
at least eight high school championship games,
winning two of them.

"Ironton has a rich history,” Haney said. "It's a
friendly town with a rough and tumble
reputation.” In the 1930s and 1940s, the town
had more bars than churches, he said.

File photo/ The Herald-Dispatch

GLENN PRESNELL Glen Presnell. the Warren Armstead, a local insurance agent for
oldest living NFL piayer, was a haliback for || the past 12 years, said [ronton residents are
the Tanks from 1928 to 1930. hard-working and very friendly. Even though
the city has lost more than 1,200 jobs in the
past decade, people want to stay in the community which has more than 11,000
residents, he said. "A number of them have created their own business," he said.

"They're trying to hang in there," he said.

One success story is the growth of the Ohio
Unviersity-Southermn campus in lronton, said
Kim Keffer, the schoal's director of enrcliment
services.

The school is the largest of five regional
campuses in the Ohio University system. There
was a time, though, when the university didn't
want a branch in ironton. A former state
senator had to get a bill passed by the Ohio
General Assembly to allow a campus in
Ironton.

Initially classes were held at night at nearby
Ironton high school, but the first building

http://www herald-dispatch.com/communities/2003/ironton.htm 7/12/2004
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opened on the Ironton campus in 1985. Since
then, three more buildings have been added in
Ironton and plans are in the works for a new
building in the Proctorville area, Keffer said.

File photo/ The Herald-Dispatch

IRONMASTER DAYS The annual festival
celebrates Ironton’s iron heritage.

Subscribe to The Herald-Dispatch 7 days a week!
Tri-State News | Tri-State Sports | Marshall Sports | Technolagy | Obituaries
4 Your Info | Classifieds | Jobs | Homes | Apartments | Cars
Subscribe | Where to Buy | Advertising | Contact List

Copyright ©® 2003 The Herald-Dispatch
Use of this site signifies your agreement to the Terms of Service (updated 12/18/2002)
We welcorne your qugstions, comiments or suggestions.

GF gower  B5%
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Ohio River Scenic Byway - lronton

Vesuvius Iron Fumace: Historical lron Furnace was built in 1833
and is located within the Wayne National Forest.

Founded in 1849, the city of lronton, Ohio was built in the heart of
the Hanging Rock Region, once the largest canter of pig iron
production in the world. As a terminal on the iron Railroad and as
a shipping port an the Chio River, lronton grew rapidly, becoming
the county seat of Lawrence County in 1851.

John Campbell Home: John Campbeli, founder of ironton, pioneer
ironmaster and raflroad devetoper, built this Early Victorian brick in
1850's. He was an active abolitionist and aided fugitive slaves by
concealing them in two semi-concealed rooms under the hip roof of
this home. It has 22 rooms and houses the Community Action
Organization.

hitp://www.ohiobyways.com/ironton.htm 7/12/2004
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This picture depicts the memorial marker to the 37 slaves freed in
1849 by James Twyman, a wealthy Virginia plantation owner. The
monument stands af the gates of the Burlington 37 Cemetery and
was funded in part by individual donations and donated proceeds
from a book called “The Promise Land” by Eart Pratf, an Ohic
lawyer from Ironton. This bock is still available teday deseribing

James Twyman's plantation and the 37 siaves he freed.

Lawrance County Museum; This Victorian-ltalian Villa, three ang
one-half story brick was built by James Furgersen, but it was most
noted for having been the residence of Colonel Gray, an
ronmaster, whose wife Eliza Ann Humphreys was the
granddaughter of the famous aboliticnist John Rankin,

o Lawrence Ceuniy Museum -This Victorian-Haiian Villa, three and one-half story brick was built by James Furgerson, but # was most
nated for having been the residence of Colonel Gray. an ironmaster, whose wife Eliza Ann Humphreys was the granddaughter of the
famous aboelitionist John Rankin.

® jochn Campbelt Home- John Campbell, founder of Ironton, pioneer ironmaster and railroad developer, built this Early Victorfan brick in
1850’s. He was an active abolitionist and aided fugitive slaves by concealing them in two semi-concealed rooms under the hip roof of
this home. it has 22 rooms and houses the Community Action Organization.

8 Scottown Covered Bridge- A drive through this restored covered bridge, connects you with our past as you explore the timber frame
and imagine the many tfravelers it has carried down through the years. This covered bridge is one of a kind in Lawrence County, located
off of Route 217,

http://www.ohiobyways.com/ironton. htm 7/12/2004
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® Proctorvilie Suspension Bridge- This award winning, state of the art suspension design bridge, carries commuters as well as visitors

from the aastern part of Lawrence County, Chio to East Huntington, West Virginia. The bridge is located off of Route 7 Proctowville,
Ohio.

e Lawrence County Courthouse - The city of Ironton was founded in 1849 and was buili in the heart of Hanging Rock Region, ence the
largest center of pig iron in the world. As a terminal on the Iron Railroad and as a shipping port on the Ohio River, lronton grew rapidly,

becoming the county seat of Lawrence County, Ohio in 1851

Ohia River Scenic Byway Main Page

Ohio Byway Home | ODOT Home | Byway Links | Byways.org
| Email the Ofio River Scenic Byway Coordinator |
OHIO DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION, 1980 W, BROAD ST., COLUMBUS, OHIO, USA, 43223

http://www.ohiobyways.com/ironton.htm 7/12/2004
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Ironton-Russell Bridge , carries State Route 93 Connector Over Ohio River
and
N&S Railroad tracks between Ironton, Ohio and Russel Kentucky

Bridges Front Page

http://www.dot.state.oh.us/se/braesthatic/ironton.htm 7/12/2004
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History of Lawrence County  Lawrence County Museum Old Iron Furnaces of Lawrence County

The city of Ironton was founded in 1849 and was built in the heart of 1
Rock Region, once the largest center of pig iron in the world. As a tern
the Iron Railroad and as a shipping port on the Ohio River, Ironton grew
becoming the county seat of Lawrence County, Ohio, in 1851.

The Detroit, Toledo & Ironton Railroad could trace its history back
southern point of the railroad at Ironton. The Iron Railway was incorpo
1849 to hau! mineral products from the fields of Lawrence County (Ohic
Ohio River city of Ironton. The line opened in late 1851 and is one of the
rail lines to operate in the state. It made a northern rail contact later
predecessor of the Toledo, Cincinnati & St. Louis, a "super system" consi
many smaller lines. Barge service to the Chesapeake & Ohio Railway yar
the river in Russell, Kentucky provided another outlet of interchange for
Railway, as did its connection with the Norfolk & Western at Ironton.

The Detroit Southern Railway acquired the Iron Railway in 1902. Tt
success of the iron industry and its allied manufacturing created men
wealth. The affluence of those early days is reflected in many of Ironton’:
and churches, attractive reminders of a gracious Victorian life-style.

http://www.ironton-ohio.com/Ironton%20Site/history htm 7/12/2004
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The city of Ironton was founded in 1849 and was built in the heart of Hanging Rock Region,
once the largest center of pig iron in the world. As a terminal on the Iron Railroad and as a
shipping port on the Ohio River, Ironton grew rapidly, becoming the county seat of Lawrence
County, Ohio, mn 1851.

The Detroit, Toledo & Ironton Railroad could trace its history back to the southern point of the
railroad at Tronton. The Iron Railway was incorporated in 1849 to haul mineral products from the
fields of Lawrence County (Ohio) to the Ohio River city of Ironton. The line opened in late 1851
and is one of the earliest rail lines to operate in the state. It made a northern rail contact later with
a predecessor of the Toledo, Cincinnati & St. Louis, a "super system" consisting of many smaller

fines. Barge service to the Chesapeake & Ohio Railway yard across the river in Russell,
Kentucky provided another outlet of interchange for the Iron Railway, as did its connection with
the Norfolk & Western at Ironton.

The Detroit Southern Railway acquired the Iron Railway in 1902. The great success of the iron
industry and its allied manufacturing created men of great wealth. The affluence of those early
days is reflected in many of Ironton’s homes and churches, attractive reminders of a gracious
Victorian life-style.
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The Detroit, Toledo & Ironton Railroad could trace its history back to the southern point of
the railroad at Ironton. The Iron Railway was incorporated in 1849 to haul mineral and
agricultural products from the rich fields of Lawrence County {Ohio) to the Chio River city of
Ironton. The line opened in late 1851 and is one of the earliest rail lines to operate in the
state. It made a northern rail contact later with a predecessor of the Toledo, Cincinnati &
St. Louis, a narrow gauge “super system” consisting of many smaller lines. Barge service to
the Chesapeake & Ohio Railway yard across the river in Russell, Kentucky provided another
outlet of interchange for the Iron Railway, as did its connection with the Norfolk & Western
at Ironton. The Detroit Southern Railway acquired the Iron Railway in 1902.

The Springfield, Jackson & Pomeroy Railroad was incorporated in 1874. A narrow gauge
railroad initially, it constructed a circuitous route from the Jackson and Wellston area to
Springfield, completed in 1878, In 1880, the Springfield Southern Railroad took over
operations of the SJ&P and almost immediately converted the railroad to standard gauge. In
1881, the Springfield Southern was acquired by interests of another railroad (Indiana,
Bloomington & Western) and renamed the Ohio Southern Railroad. The infusion of capital
afforded the expansion of the Ohio Southern, resulting in the construction of a line north of
Springfield to Lima beginning in 1892 and completed in 1893. Several poorly advised
expansions were also undertaken ,which undermined the financial stability of the company.
Branches were undertaken to reach Cincinnati and Columbus. Both failed to reach either city
and were abandoned some time later. In 1895, the OS had its first of what was to become a
pattern for the railroad for the next 25 years: bankruptcy. The railroad was in very poor
condition, both financially and physically. The end of the Ohio Southern came when it
became part of the new Detroit Southern Railway in 1901.

The Detroit & Lima Northern Railway was incorporated in 1895 to construct a line from
Lima to Toledo and Detroit. The railroad was completed in 1898, but did not have a direct
route to Toledo. Rather, it went to the west of that city occasionally unitizing right of way
from other railroads to reduce costs. The D&LN was integrated into the new Detroit
Southern Railway, along with the Ohio Southern and lron Railway, in 1901. This provided the
backbone of what would become the DT&lI.

http://www.dtirr.com/dtihist.html] 7/12/2004
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The Detroit Southern was organized in 1901 with the consolidation of the D&LN and the 0S.
The Iron Railway was added in 1902. Trackage rights and an extension were arranged to
connect the Iron Railway with the main part of the railroad. The poor financial condition of
the railroad was plainly evident during this period, culminating in bankruptcy in 1903. In
1905, it was released from court protection as the Detroit, Toledo and Ironton Railway.
The Ann Arbor Railroad was also placed under control of the new road, the first union of
two companies whose fates would be intertwined for the next 80 years.

The precedent continued however for the new DT&lI. It too, went bankrupt in 1908. The
acquisition of the Ann Arbor was voided and the DT&I was on its own again. It emerged from
court protection in 1914 and was renamed the Detroit, Toledo and Ironton Railroad (as
opposed to railway). The newly reorganized company fared little better financially, but
remained solvent until its date with history in 1920. During this period, the DTl leased the
Toledo - Detroit Railroad, providing it with its own line into Toledo, having previously used
Ann Arbor trackage. World War | and United States Railway Administration control battered
the DT&! almost to death. Unprecedented traffic levels, poor equipment, and failing
infrastructure nearly brought the railroad to its knees. One more blow would probably result
in another trip to bankruptcy court. That blow came in 1920 when the Interstate Commerce
Commission (ICC) ordered the DTE&lI to rebuild its Rouge River bridge (in Dearborn, Michigan)
to provide lake access to the Ford Motor Companies plant. The DT&I did not have the money
to do so. When Henry Ford learned of this, he bought the railroad outright, rather than delay
the project. Thus began one of the most remarkable comebacks in railroad history.

Henry Ford personally purchased the DT&l! in the Summer of 1920. He had always had an
interest in railroads and the DT&Il provided an outlet for all of the innovations he had
envisioned. He began a massive capital improvement program to rehabilitate the physical
condition of the railroad. He saw the DT&I as being a large terminal railroad, hauling raw
materials and finished product to the Rouge Complex of the Ford Motor Company. The DT&l
crossed all of the major east - west railroads, thus Ford could easily access the major cities
on the east coast or the west. Ford also had very radical ideas about labor relations and
applied them liberally to the DTE&I, much to the shock and dismay of the other railroads.
Ford developed an organization built on pride, extraordinary efficiency, and profit. The
railroad regularly pulled a 25% net profit after several years of Ford ownership, a far cry
from the days of the worn trail to bankruptcy court!

Henry Ford brought many innovations to the DT&I. Perhaps the most ambitious was the
electrification project begun in 1923. Though destined to be a failure (one of Ford's few
mistakes during DT&I ownership), it provided much information and scientific development
for other electrification projects soon to be underway (Pennsylvania Railroads New York to
Washington mainline for example). The most successful Ford era project was the Malinta
cutoff. This new 55 mile line was constructed from 1925 to 1929. it bypassed the curve and
grade laden line via Napoleon and Wauseon, for a superbly engineered line consisting of few
curves and light grades in addition to being more direct. It departed from the original
mainline at Malinta and Petersburg respectively. Ford also planned a bypass around
Springfield, but it was never followed through.

In the Fall of 1929, Henry Ford sold the railroad to the Pennsylvania Railroads financial
subsidiary, Penn Road Corporation. Ford had become disgusted with ICC interference with
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his operations of the DT&I and was finally compelled to throw in the towel. Pennsylvania
Railroad control of the DT&I resulted in many of Fords innovations going by the wayside. Of
particular note, the labor relations field became more conservative and inline with standard
railroad operating practices. PRR control lasted until the Penn Central bankruptcy of 1970.

The DT&I operated profitably for the next 30 years, serving well during World War Il and the
economic boom of the 1950's. The railroad dieselized in 1955, ending 100 years of steam
operations. Interesting to note that the DT&I purchased diesels from only one builder, the
Electro-Motive Division of General Motors. Major innovations in freight car design pushed the
railroad to the forefront of railroad technology. The railroad was one of the first to embrace
the high capacity "Hi-Cube” boxcars for auto parts shipments as well as specially designed
cars to haul steel coils. The DT&I also maintained an extremely modern locomotive fleet for
a railroad of its size. It marketed several premium transportation services, such as the
"Railblazer”.

The PC bankruptcy of 1970 and its subsequent inclusion into Conrail, resulted in the DT&lI
being sold off to assist in paying off PC's creditors. The former Toledo - Detroit Railroad was
abandoned in the early 1960's and trackage rights over the Ann Arbor Railroad again provided
access to Toledo for the DT&I. The newly independent DT&lI faced a very hostile railroad
environment in the late 1970's. The DT&I needed to form so sort of union with another
railroad in order to survive the increased competition from the trucking industry and the
ever expanding railroad neighbors. In 1980, the DT&I was acquired by the Grand Trunk
Western Railroad. Following the GTW acquisition, the DT&I retained its corporate identity
for a brief time. In 1982, the first major abandonment of DT&l trackage took place when the
Ironton Branch (former Iron Railway) was abandoned south of Jackson. The line from
Washington Court House to Waverly was also abandoned in 1982 when trackage rights were
secured over the B&O and C&O railroads. The shops at Jackson were closed in 1984 and the
trackage from Jackson to Waverly were abandoned, as were the trackage rights secured in
1982. In 1984, the DT&I was integrated into the Grand Trunk Western Railroad and passed
into history.

In 1990, the GTW sold the former DT&I trackage from Springfield to Washington Court House
to the Indiana & Ohio Railroad. The GTW continued to operate the former DT&! from Flat
Rock to Springfield until February 15, 1997, when most of it was sold to the 1&0. Everything
south of the Ann Arbor Jct. at Diann, Michigan was included in the sale. The I&0 has
undertaken a massive capital investment program, rebuilding the railroad after almost a
decade of neglect under GTW ownership.

The Detroit, Toledo and Ironton was a truly unique railroad in its continuous rising and
falling from the favor of fortune. With the Indiana and Ohio Railway owning the largest
remaining portion of the DT&I, perhaps the rails of the DT&I will once again be under the
bright shine of fortunes favor.

written 1/7/98 by J. Erik Landrum
Questions and Comments? Please e-mail: Eric Davis
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