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Chairman Michael Powell

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Streetr, SW

Washington, DC 20554

Via fax; (202) 418-0710

Dcar Chairman Powell,

I am writing to urge you to support the pro-consumer position o (WC
exorbitant rat¢ hike requust by the regional Bell operating compame:& (REOCQ)‘.." s

The RBOCs are trying to dramatically raise fees on telephcmc calif, placcd b} consumérs uﬁﬁlg pre-paid calling
cards. If they succeed, many Americans may face fees that are up to Dwenty tinics higher than fees they pay today. With
the prices of so many consumer goods and services on the rise, consumer‘ don’tneed h:ghr:f pnu.,s fer phnnc calls too.

Calls made with calling cards, where a caller dials an; 800anumbcr and then thc dcgtmanm phone number, arc
already subject to interstate access fees and have no rclanonsfnp to thc RBOCS actual costs; Raising fces is not only
unnecessary, it just docsn’t make sense. s

Any price hikc of this nature will disproportionately pumsh low—mcomé famllies, 1 rsm:& tnilitary personnel
who depend on pre-paid calling cards as an affordable means of to stay in much Mrh fa,zmiy L

T hope you'll turn a deaf ear to the RBOCs’ latest attampt 0. callecr new fees and gnugn tqmumerq Pleasc
embrace the pro-consumer position of WC Dockert 003-133. : .

Robf.‘rt _ &wdm ,
Tmns _waconnmuc :

Austin, Texas 78763 N

ces Kathleen Q. Abernathy
Commissioner

Michael J. Copps -
Commissioner e

Eevin J. Martin )
Commissioner "

Jonathan S. Adelstein

Commuissioner

Texans for Economic Progress is an Austin-baved, non-pmj:r admcacy group that monitghs the competirive
process in key scctors of the Texas economy. The group works to promote pubhc policies at the légistative.and regulatory
levels thar fosier telephone competition and benefit consumers through lower prices, bt_mer_gua) ’ greater choice,

progress.org



July 7, 2004

Chairman Michael Powell

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S.W.

Washington, DC 20554

= g

RE-.@E Docket No. 03-133
~ ocket Mo PR A

Dear Chairman Powel);

Latino and other minority communities rely upon low-cost telecommunications services t
eccomplish many every day tasks, from looking for a job or. a.ffordablc housing 10 staying isf
touch with family and friends. But pending before the FCC is a proposal that would mtmdm
new charges and fees upon services npon which we dcpexfd, umnedmtely ha:mmg_m;ilm
Latinos and ather consumers nationwide. S

I understand that the FCC is conSIdermg applying “in- stnte Access chnrges md vthet ‘
certain prepaid calling card services. Many Latinos, particularly those on fi xed, nmoiﬁes or those
establishing a credit history, bank accounts and other means necessary to snbscn'bc to local: =
telephone service, rely upon these prepaid calling cards to stay connected at set at’fordable ratas; :
Students, immigrants, senior citizens, and others face similar challenges. ' :

As a result, prepaid calling cards are the onty option ava.llnh!e without them many CONSUMETS .
could, quite literally, be left without access to telephone setvice. Raising the price of. prepml
celling cards will dircctly harm individuals who can least aﬁ'ufd pncu mcrcascs

Imposing in-state charges would amount to a substantial mcrfzase in the co@t of prepat
destroying the utlhty of calling cards to disadvantaged consumers. -Allowing the large;
telephone companies to collect such charges, even when they do not sell the calling caird :
customer, would drive up prices: thus making these services substantially less affordable.. Please

look out for consumers and refuse to impose new access charges and fees on prepaid oa]!mg L*ard
services. :

Sincerely, (/C/«AQ ﬁA

//{_,‘5 i, AL

ces:  Commissioner Michael Copps PO
Commissioner Kathleen Aberr athy '
Commissioner Kevin Martin

Comrmissioner Jonathan Adelstein
Senator )iw/&{llt

Senator Lk
Congresspérson
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Tuly 7, 2004

Chairman Michzel Powe]l

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S.W.

Washington, DC 20554

"'_’—-——.M“\
REf WC Docket No. 03- 1,3/

R

Chairman Powell:

The FCC should not impose new access charges and fe&s upon prepmd cai[mg cards: Iyon
move 1o increase the cost of these cards, you will simply drive up the cost for mmoﬂty or
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their communities.

The Latino comrmunity is particularly sengitive to any price increase for pre-pa:d callmg c:ards
approx:mately 43% of Latina houscholds use them. Indecd half of the househo]ds w:th mcomeﬁ

not be faced with rising telephone service costs as well. Iﬁ pm:cutar, mmy lbww ;
bouseholds who are on {ixed incomes depend entircly upon prepaid servic bwh s 4] hcy
meet the credit rating or hefty deposit requirements that local phore coftipanies mmsﬁ% bk
petting 2 phone. With prepaid cards, consumers can make calls from pryphoncs or the tc!ephohes
of family members and neighbors. We can use these cacds to stay “connected” as we look for
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the other daily appointineats that we al] have.’

1 simply find it unimaginable that the FCC would impose nev: shasges and fees on these cards.
Some of the nation’s largést telephone companies wouli be the largest beneficiaries of such -
charges. The FCC should stand up for consumer muh!ﬂ's ﬂ\fﬂ’ corpomtt gain by ke
affordable prepaid galling cards a priority. .

Sincerely,

ces:  Commissioner Michael Copps

Commissioner Kevin Martin
Commissioner Jonathan Adelste i

Senator Smfﬁ

Scnator
Con gres




Tuly 7, 2004

Chairman Michae! Powel]

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S.W.

Washington, DC 20554

RE{WC Docket No. 03-133__>

Chairman Powell:

The FCC should mot impose new access charges and fees upon prepmd caﬂing cardﬂ
move 1o increase the cost of these cards, you will simply drive up the-cost f‘er mmorf
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their commumtws sw

The Latino community is particularly sensitive to any pncm increase for pro-pmd callmg
approximately 43% of Latino households use them. Indeed, half of the househoids with incontes
below $20,000 have used prepaid cards. Pre-paid ca.llmg cards, Bre S0 prcvalent m paﬁ becaus
they save consumers money. i

With gas and milk pnces already holding fixed and low mﬁbme ccnsmmers hostagﬁ, 4% tho
noi be faced with rising telephone service costs as well. In parhculm‘, thany Tow-incgtie”

households who are on fixed incomes depend entirely upon prepaid service becatise they cannot -
meet the credit rating or hefly deposit requircments that tocal phone companies mﬂupoﬂ before
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers can make calls from payphones or the te}ephet_tes
of family members and neighbors. We can use thése cards to sty “congected” as we look for -
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the other daxly appomtments that we all I'uwe' :

1 simply find it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new charges and fees an mmm
Some of the nation’s largest telephone companies would be the Jargest beneficiaries of
charges. The FCC should stand up for consumer mterfsts aver :orponﬁe gah
affordable prepaid calling cards a priority. R

iy frow st

Commissioner Michael Copps
Commissioncr Kathleen Abemathy
Commissioner Kevin Martin
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein
Senator

St S Gt
Congyressperson Hol




July 7, 2004

Chairman Michael Powell

Federal Communications Comumission
445 12th Styeet, 8. W.

Washington, DC 20554

_-‘_—_—M‘_‘—!—
,—‘—‘—-'_“_— ‘-\-\-

RE CDockctNo 03-133>

Iy

\

et

R

Chairman Powell:

The FCC should not impose new access charges and fees upon prepaid calling cards. If you |
maove 10 increase the cost of these cards, you will simply drive up the cost for mmanty Or o
disadventaged individuals to stay in touch in their commurities. '

The Latino community is particularly sensitive to any price increase for prc-pasd cadl;' :
approximately 43% of Latino households use them. Indeﬁd, half of the houncholds.
below $20,000 have used prepaid cards. Pre-paid ca.llmg c&rds e m:pfeva!mt"m
they save consumers money. :

With gas and milk prices already holdmg foeed and iow mcame msumers ho!&gﬂ, i
not be faced with rising telephone service costs as well. Tn particular, mmy Jow-incofse.. .
bouseholds who are on fixed incomes depend entirely upon prepaid service because they cannot
meet the credit rating or hefty deposit requirements that jocal phooe companius insist upon before
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers can make calls from puyphones or the tclephonés
of family members and neighbors. We can use these cards to stay “connected” as we look for. -
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the other daily. ;tppam..mmts ﬂm we-all hm it

I simply find it unimaginable that the FCC would impose tiow charges aad fock o th
Some of the nation’s largest telephone compagies would be the largest. beneficiaries
charges. The FCC shonld stand up for consumer intemts nver:. mrpomu

affordable prepaid ealling cards a priority. :

ces:  Commissioner Michael Copps
Commissioner Kathieen Abernathy
Commissioner Kevin Martin

Commissioner Jonathan Adelstet
Senator %,__,\Qc,__‘ﬁ M M«.
Scnator “ S . DO

Congressperson




July 7, 2004

Chairman Michael Powell

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S W.

Washington, DC 20554

RE@ DocketM“,

Chairman Powell:

The FCC should net impose new access charges and fees tipon prcpmd cnllmg cards. If'» ym\ =
move to increase the cost of these cards, you will simply drive up the cost for minority or -
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their communitics. |

The Latino community is particularly sensitive to any price mcrcase fm' pra pmd calhng 34
approximately 43% of Latino households use them. Indéed, half of the households with incomés:
below $20,000 have used prepaid cards. Pre-paid caJlmgchrds are.s0 prcvalem in pait because
they save consumers money. . g

With gas and milk pnces already bolding fixed and low incoma comumem hoste
not be faced with rising telephone service costs as well.” I particular, many !ow*mmma e

households who are on fixed incomes depend entirely upon prepaid service becatise ﬂxey cammt

meet the credit rating or hefty deposit requirements that local phone companies insist upon, bef'ora
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers can make calls from payphones of the telephones
of family members and neighbors. We can use these cards to stay “connected” as we Jook for
jobs, bunt for houses, or schedule many of the other dm]y appomtnems thnt we all lmm

1 simply find it unimaginable that the FCC would impose’ new charges and fees oft t&e itds
Some of the nation’s largest telephone companies would be the largest meﬁe;mwnt
charges. The FCC should stand up for consumer mtewm Wsi' corpuﬂie gﬁ

affordable prepaid calling cards a priority. - S ’

Sincerely,

Wmm

Commissioner Michael Copps v
Commissijoner Kathleen Abernathy o
Commissioner Kevin Martin
Cammissioner Jonathan Adelstcm

Senator |« A w
Senator ' [ ) Lo
Congresspe%on -




Tuly 7, 2004

Chairman Michael Powell

Federal Communications Commission
445 12h Styeet, S.W,

Washington, DC 20554

/"'—_"_ "\-_\

RE{WC Docket No. 03-133 ‘;

Chairman Powell;

The FCC should not impose new access charges and fess upon prepmd callmg cards. If y
move to increase the cost of these cards, you will simply drive up the cost for mmont'y ar,
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their commumtles ‘

The Latino community is particularly sensitive to any price increase :l’nr prc~paxd callm wdt,
approximately 43% of Latino households use them. Indeed, half of the households with. incomies
below §20,000 have used prepaid cards. Pre-paid caltmg cards are so prevalent mn part becausz
they save consumers money.

With gas and milk pnccs alrcady holding fixed and low i mcome wusumers hostaga, % should
not be faced with rising telephone service costs as well, .In particular; many low-income
households who are on fixed incomes depend entirely upon prepaid servicc because t
meet the credit rating or hefty deposit requirements that local phove ¢ompanies: msmtupan.ﬁtfdm
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers can make calls from payphones or thcmephones
of family members and neighbors. We can use these cards to stay “connected” as we look fcr

jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the other da;ly appcmmnents that we all have ,

I simply find it unimaginable that the FCC would impos¢ new charges and fces on thesc m?d .
Somie of the nation’s largest telephone companies would be the largest beneficlarics of suoh

charges. The FCC shonld stand up for consumer interesty aver carparn& gﬁh'.: m
affordable prepaid calling cards a priority. . A ¥ o

Sincerely,

Lt (£

ces:  Commissioner Michael Copps
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy
Commissioner Kevin Martin
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein

Senator
Senator
Congressp

o

(1




Tuly 7, 2004

Chairman Michael Powell

Federal Communicatians Comrmnission
445 12th Street, 8. W.

Washington, DC 20554

/—-“"\\
RB\/ Docket No. 03-133

Dear Chaitman Powell;

Military personnel stationed in the U.S. and all over the warld rely heavily upon low-cast -
telecommunications services ta keep in touch with family and friends back home. Bug penda _
before the FCC is a proposel that would introduce new charges and fees on.these cands that, Wil
depend upon 1o stay connected, immediately harmmg the tms rif !housands of .%méﬁ" $e)
men and women statloned worldwide.

Tunderstand that the FCC is considering applying * m-staﬁe“ access charges zmd ﬂﬁﬁ
certain prepaid calling card services. American service pcrsonn::l pamcularly ﬂ\m who l-m:c’w:‘=
frequently, rely upon these prepaid calling cards to keep in touch w:th thelr famzhes at set, o
affordable rates. : ;

As a result, prepaid calling cards are the only option available ~ thhout them mﬂlw’y personne]
could, quite literally, be left without access to telephone setvice. Raising the price of preps
calling cards will directly harmm individuals who arc most. m need of vital phrone Servicd W ke
their loved ones within reach. : .

Imposing in-state charges would amount o a suhstant:al mcrease i the cost oi' pmp
destroying the utility of celling cards for our service men and wotnien, Please laok
military personnel and refuse to impose new access charges and fees on. prepaxd c:ni
services.

Sincerely,
A@U\D (ft4 )

ces:  Commissioner Michac] Copps
Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy
Commissioner Kevin Martin :
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein v S "
St-:.nator \ W . o e i ,:4\“.: (, . ‘|A.' '.; :
Senator ' o
Congressperson




July 7, 2004

Chairman Michael Powe)]

Federal Communications Conunission
445 12th Street, S.W.

Washington, DC 20554

RE(WC Docket No. 03-133 >
/C Docket No. 03-133

Chairman Powell:

The FCC should not impose new access charges and fees upon prepaid cal]ing cards.. 7 you
move to increase the cost of these cards, you will simply drive up the cost for mmmry
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in therr commmitmg '

The Latino community is particularly sensitive to any prlCt increase fd‘r pm-paid calliy ¢dr
approximately 43% of Latino households use them. Indeed, half of the households \mm _

below $20,000 have used prepaid cards. Pre-paid callmg cards are 50 prevalem n pmbmm
they save consumers money.

With gas and mitk pnces already holding fixed and low income consumers hosiage, we shcm}d
not be faced with rising telephone service costs as well. i particular, many !ow-mcome '
households who are on fixed incomes depend entirely upon prepaid service becausé
meet the credit rating or hefty deposit requirements that Jocsl phone companies insist uponk

getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers can make calls from payphones or the: mlaﬂmm
of family members and neighbors. We can use these cards to stay “consected” as we Jook
jobs, hunt for houses, or scheduie many of the other dm]y appointments that we sl

I simply find it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new charges and fees oft theze cards.
Some of the nation’s largest telephone companies would be the largest beneficiaries of such™
charges. The FCC should stand up for consumer interests over cnrpomte guin by keeping“ .
affordable prepaid calling cards a priority. ; o '

ces:  Commissioner Michael Copps
Commissiover Kathleen Abernathy

Commussioner Kevin Martin
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein

Senator Yo M Cal

Scnator
Congressperson

Sincerely,




July 7, 2004

Chairman Michael Powell

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW.

‘Washington, DC 20554

. ,’———f'/d-———-——“\‘\_‘_\
REf{ WC Docket No. 03-133

Chairman Powell:

The FCC should not imposc new access charges and fees upon prepaid calling cards. If"ybu— o
move to increase the cost of these cards, you will siraply drive up the cost for mmomy or
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their commumt:es i

The Latino community is particularly sensitive to any pnec mcrease for pre—-paid uﬂm{ A
approximately 43% of Latino households use them. Indeed, half of the hotseholds with:
below $20,000 bave used prepaid cards. Pre-paid callmg cards are S0 preval&m o p

they save consumers money. :

With gas and milk prices already holding fixed and low income consumers hostage; we sheuld
not be faced with rising telephone service costs as well. In particular, many low-income
households whe are on fixed incomes depend entirely upon prepiasd service bezmmse they cangot
mect the credit rating or hefly deposit requirements that jocal photie companies imsist apon before
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers can make ¢alis from payphones or the telg :im:s
of family members and neighbors. We can use these ciirds o stay “cormetted”™ 1t we imlc r
Jjobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the other daxly tppomtmems fbat we all B

I simply find it unimagineble that the FCC would unpﬁse new l:hﬁrgés and m o these ! Eﬁ_
Some of the nation’s largest telephone companies would be the largest benefictaries of such. |
charges. The FCC should stand up for consumer interests over corporaﬁe gali by kaeping
affordable prepaid calling cards a priority.

Sincerely,

(et Gl T

ccs:  Commissioner Michsel Copps
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy
Commissioner Kevin Martin
Commissioner Jongthan Adelstein
Sepator FaNchs o
Senator Oov ,uf,,_

Congresgperson




July 7, 2004
Chairman Michael Powell
Federal Communications Commission

445 12th Street, S.W.
Washington, DC 20554

.
MM 03-133-,

"—-—-~_,.._,__.‘“,._.____.,.,4—-

Chairman Powall:

The FCC should not impose new access charges and fees ﬁpon prepaid caﬂing cards. Ifyou’
move 1o increase the cost of these cards, you will simply drive uy thr. cost for m'nonry oL
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their comm'umtses :

The Latino community is particularly sensitive to any pncc increase for prc-pard caﬂmg cards; -
approximatcly 43% of Latino houscholds use them. Indeed, half of the households. with iticonties
below $20,000 have used prepaid cards. Pre-paid callmg cards e sa pmva!ent in part bemu
they save consumers money., § :

With gas and milk prices already holdmg fixed and Iow income consumers hosmge, We should
not be faced with rising telephone service costs as well. In particular, many, fow-income -
houscholds who are on fixed incomes depend entirely upon prepaid sérvice because they
meet the credit mting or hefty deposit requirements that Jocal phope companies ingist upon-bei‘nre
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers can make calis from payphones or the tejephoses
of famnily members and neighbors. We can ugse these cards.to stay “‘connected” as we ook
Jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the other datly appomﬂnems thatWe 1{1 11'_ :

I'simply find it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new charges and fees on ﬁms& cards,
Some of the nation’s Jargest telephone companies would be the largest beneficiaries Gf such
charges. The FCC should stand up for consumer interests over corpm-nte gain liy
affordable prepaid calling cards a priority,

Sincerely,

é JAF A

ces:  Commissioner Michael Copps
Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy
Commissioner Kevin Martin
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein
Senator

Senator "2 8 <\ M

Congressperson



July 7, 2004

Chairman Michae! Powell

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S.W.

Washington, DC 20554

RE: QVC Docket No. 03 03 IBT

Dear Chairman Powell:

Latino and other mincrity communities rely upon low-cost tefecommunications servicesto
accomplish many every day tasks, from looking for a job or affordable hovsing to staying i
touch with family and fiiends. But pending before the FCC is & proposal that wonld immdm -
new charges and fees upon services upon which we dcpend :mmedmtcty harming mﬂ}mns of
Latinos and other consumers nationwide. : : T

I understand that the FCC is considering applying “in-state™ access charges ’z_nd Qﬁ’iﬂf fees. on -t
certain prepaid calling card services. Many Latinos, particularly those on fixed ieomes or those
establishing a credit history, bank accounts and other means necessary to subsctibe to local
telephone service, rely upon these prepaid calling cards to stay connected at set aﬁ“mdable ratee, '
Students, imsmigrants, senior citizens, and others face similar challenges. R AT

As aresult, prepaid calling cards are the only option available — without the:m Tnany consmners :
could, quite literally, be left without access to telephone service. Razsmg the price of prep&%d e
calling cards will directly harm individuals who can least afford price increases.

Imposing in-state charges would amount to a substantial § mcreaae in the cost of prepmd ;mlls,
destroying the utlhty of calling cards to disadvantaged consumers. Allowing the large, Igcitt ‘
telephone companies to collect such charges, even when they do not sell the calling card to'8 -

customer, would drive up prices; thus making these services subsinntially Jess affordable; Please‘

look out for consumers and refuse to impose new access charges and fees on pn:pald calhnﬁ card
SC‘I’VIC(’-S :

Sincerely,

ces:  Commissioner Michael Copps
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy

Commissioner Kevin Martin .
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein
Senator S
Senator Cov
Congressperson 23
(_-ﬂ

X




July 7, 2004

Chairman Michael Powel]

Tederal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S.W.

Washington, DC 20554

RB@C Docket No. 03~_l£ s

Chairman Powell;

The FCC should not impose new access charges and fees upon prepaid salling cards, IF }ou'
mave to increasc the cost of these cards, you will simply drive up the sest for mmunty or
disadvantaged individuals to stsy in touch in their commumt;as ' 4

The Latino community is particularly sensitive to any prxce increase for p;e-pmd cal]mg cards;.
approximately 43% of Latino houscholds use them. Indeed, half of the ‘houscholds with iﬁco’rﬂas
below $20,000 have used prepaid cards. Pre-paid callmg cards are 50 prevalent in-part beaus:e

they save conswmers money.

With gas and milk prices already holding fxed and low income consumers hosfa'gc‘ we shou}d- _
not be faced with rising telephone service costs as well. In particular, meny low-income . -
households who are an fixed incomes depend entirely upon prepaid service because they catipot
meet the credit rating or hefty deposit requirements that local phone companies insist upon before
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers can make cally from payphoncs or the telephones
of family members and neighbors, We can use these cards to stay “connected™ as we look for
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the othtr dme appnm@enu:.dast we sﬂl h

I simply find it unimaginablc that the FCC would impose new cha:gcs and fez:s o mese &
Some of the nation’s largest telephone companies would be the largest beneficiaties of sieh -
charges. The FCC rhould stand up for consumer mb:resta over corporaté gaim By kctpiﬁg
affordable prepaid calling cards a priority.

Sincerely,
_,_;-'-"’/
/(_/u,-(\/w

ccs Commissioner Michac] Copps
Commissioner Kathlcen Abemathy ,‘?.‘ -
Commissioner Kevin Martin ‘
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein
Senator
Senator
Congressperson




Tuly 7, 2004

Chairman Michael Powell

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Strect, S.W.

Washington, DC 20554

——

= - L___\\.
REZWC Docket o, 03-133

Chairman Powel]:

The FCC should net impose new access charges and fevs upor pfepmd »alhng cards. }f yot
move to increase the cost of these cards, you will simply drive up the cost for mmonty Dr
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their commu nmes S

The Latino community is particulacly sensitive to any price increase for pmw;\md ﬁaﬁmg s:.ards.

approximately 43% of Latino households vse them. Indeed, half of the houiseholds with mcomes
below $20,000 have used prepaid cards. Pre-paid callmg cards are 50 prevnient :
they save consumers money.

With gas and milk prices already holding fixed and low income consumets hos&g&, we shmxld
not be faced with rising telephone service costs as well. In particular, many low-income: . 7 5.
households who are on fixed incomes depend entirely upon prepaid service becanse thcyucajnnét
meoct the credit rating or hefty deposit requircments thai local phoge companies insist upas before
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers can make calls from payphones or the eleéphoncs
of family members and neighbors. We can use these cards to stay “connected” as we Jook fot -
Jabs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the other daﬂy 3ppomtments tha& we all have, e

1 simply find it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new charges .'md fev:s on ﬂs&sc w'da :
Some of the nation’s largest teJephone companies would be the Targest beneficiaries of sisch-
charges The FCC should stand up for consumer interests aver corpomu gnm hy ke
affordable prepaid callifig cards a priority. . :

ces: - Commissiones Michael Copps e
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy '
Commissioner Kevin Martin
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein
Senator
Senator
Congressperson




July 7, 2004

Chaimman Michael Powell

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S.W.

Washington, DC 20554

- —
REWC Docket No. 03-133 ™,

— __________,___u—-"'/—

Chajrman Powell:

The FCC should not impose new access charges and i'ﬂm upon pre_pmd calhng c.ards If ynu
move to increase the cost of these cards, you will simply driv¢ up the cost for mmonty or
disadvantaged individuals to stay in 1ouch in their commumum

The Latino community is particularly sensitive to any price increase fur pre-p:ud cai!mg cmrda,
approximately 43% of Latino househo!ds use them. Indeed, half of the househc}ds with incomes
betow $20,000 bave used prepaid cards. Pre-paid callmg cards are so prevalcrct in pmt beCause
they save consumers money.

With gas and milk prices already holding fixed and low income consumers host’a‘ge we should
not be faced with rising telephone service costs as well. In particular, many low-income .
households who are on fixed incomes depend entirely npon prepaid service because they cannat
meet the credit rating or hefty deposit requirements that local phope companies insist upon: before
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers can make calls from payphones or the telsp}mnes
of family members and neighbors. We can use these cards to stay “connected” as we look fcrii._
Jjobs, huat for houses, or schedule many of the other daily appomtmcnta that we: all have. . -

1 simply find it unimaginable that the FCC would i lmpose new chargcs and fécs on these carc!s',
Some of the nation’s Jargest telephone companies would be the largest beneficiaries of such
charges. The FCC should stand up for consumer interests over corporate gain hy kwping
affordable prepaid calling cards 2 priority.

Sinceroly,

ccs:  Commissioner Michael Copps
Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy
Commissioner Kevin Martin
Commissioner Jonathan Adecistein
Senator
Senator
Congressperson




Tuty 7, 2004

Chairman Michael Powell

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S.W.
Washington, DC 20554

T
Rﬁ(cnockemo 03133,

Dear Chairman Powell:

Latino and other minority communities rely upon low-comb tetacommumcatmns scﬂﬂees to
accomplish many every day tasks, from looking for a job or affordable housing to. staying in -

touch with family and friends. But pending before the FCC is a proposal that would mtroducc
new charges and fees upon services upon which we depend, 1mmedlate}y harming mﬂhons uf
Latinos and other consumers naticnwide.

T understand that the FCC is considering applying “in-state™ access charges and other feés'on. .
certain prepaid calling card scrvices. Many Latinos, particularly those on fixed incomis or'thote
establishing a credit history, bank accounts and other mcans nécessary to suhscn‘be 1o
telephone service, rely upon these prepaid calling oards to stay conected at st aﬁ‘crﬁa&h
Students, immigrants, senior citizens, end others face similar cha]lengaq '

As a result, prepaid calling cards are the only option available — thhout thz:mj man)r mm
could, quite Jjterally, be left without access to telephone service, Raising the price of prcpnzd
calling cards will directly harm individuals who can least afford price mcre‘mes

Imposing in-state charges would amount to & substantml increase in the cost of psepmd c:e.lls '
destroying the unlny of calling cards to disadvantaged consumers, Allowing the large, local
telephone companies to collect such cherges, even wheti they da not sell the calling card to a. 1.?'.'
customer, would drive up prices; thus making these services substantially less affordable; Pl

look out for consumers and refuse to impose new access tharges a.nd fees an prepa‘ ",eailmgahd
SOW]CES

Sincerely,

Ob hade,

ces:  Commissioner Michael Copps
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy
Commissioner Kevin Martin
Commiss:oner Jonathan Adelstein
Senator
Senator
Congressperson




July 7, 2004

Chairman Michael Powel}

Federal Communications Commission -
445 12th Street, S W.

Washingion, DC 20554

Chairman Powell:

The FCC should not impose new access charges and fees upon prepmd callmg cmﬂ»s If: yon -
move to increase the cost of these cards, you will simply drive up the cost for mmamry or-
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in therr communitics. '

The Latino community is particularly sensitive to any price increase for pre-pa:d callmg cnrds.
approximately 43% of Latino houscholds use them. Indeed, half of the households with ingomes
below 320,000 have used prepaid cards. Pre-paid calling cards arc so prevalent in pa_rt beumsc
thcy $ave CONSWNErs money.

With pas and milk prices already holding fixed and low incoms COnSUmILTS hosfagc. wi* shms
not be faced with rising telephane service costs as well. In particular, many low-ineoms :
households who are on fixed incomes depend entirely upon prepaid service because :hey cannat
meet the credit rating or hefly deposit requirements that Jocal phoge companies ingist dpon h&ﬁ'ﬁm
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers can make calls from payphones or the felephones
of family members and neighbors. We can use these cards to stay “connecied”™ as we Took for
Jjobs, hunt for houses, or schedulo many of the other daily appointments that we all have.

1simply find it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new charges and fees on 'these cardy,
Some of the nation’s largest telephone companies would be the largest beneficiaries of such:
charges. The FCC should stand up for consumer interests over corporate gain by mpmz
affordable prepaid calling cards a priority. :

Sincerely,

ccs:  Commisgioner Michael Copps
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy
Commissioner Kevin Martip
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein
Scnator
Senator
Congressperson




July 7, 2004

Chairman Michael Powell

Federal Communications Commission -
445 12th Street, S.W.

Washington, DC 20554

—

. .
RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 >

Dear Chairman Powell:

Latino and other minority communities rely upon low-cos ttelecommumcatlons services to L
accomplish many every day tasks, from looking for 2 job or affordable housing to staying in-
touch with family and friends. But pending befare the FCC is a proposal that would. mtmduce -
new charges and fees upon services upon which we depend, lmmedmtely hanmng mﬂhons of
Latinos and other consumers nationwide. :

I understand that the FCC is considering applying “in-state” access harges and other fees qn

certain prepaid calling card services. Many Latinos, particularly those on fixed incomes or. ﬂm&e
establishing a credit history, bank accounts and other means necessary to subseribe to Jocsl. -
telephone service, rely upon these prepaid calling cards to stay connected at.set affordabh'. ltcs.
Students, immigrants, senior citizens, and others face su'miar challengcs

As a result, prepaid calling cards are the only option avmlable wnhout themﬁ mnny conmm‘s
could, quite literally, be left without access to telephone service, Ra:smg the price of pmpai e
calling cards will directly harm individuals who can least afford pnce increases.

Imposing in-state charges would amount to a substanna! mcmme in thc cost of prnpmd ca!ls,
destroying the utility of calling cards to disadvantaged consumers. Allowing the large, Jocal
telephone companies to collect such charges, even when they do not sell the calling card 16 4.
customer, would drive up prices; thus making these services substantislly less affordsble. ?lawe

look out for consumers and refuse to impose new aceess cha:gcs and t'ees on prepmd callmg’wd
services, : :

Sincerely,

o 2

ccs:  Commissioner Michael Copps
Commissioner Kathleen Abemnathy
Commissioner Kevin Martin
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein
Senator
Senator
Congressperson




July 7, 2004
Chairman Michael Powell
Federal Communications Commission

445 12th Strect, S.W,
Washington, DC 20554

{WC Docket No. 03133,

Chairman Powell:

The FCC should not impose new access charges and fees upon prcpmd c&l]mg c&dﬂ Ifyou o
move to increase the cost of these cards, you will simply drive up the cost for mfnm’ity or
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their communities. : B

The Latino community is particularly sensitive to any price increase for pre-paid calling cards;
approximately 43% of Latino households use them. Indeed, half of the houscholds with incomigs
below $20,000 have used prepaid cards. Pre-paid ca.llmg cards are so prtvs!en‘t it part becnusﬁ:'
they save consumers money. ‘ B

With gas and milk pnccs already holding fixed and low incothe cﬁonsumérs Mgﬁ, -
not be faced with rising telephone service costs as well. In particular, many Iowdncame
households who are on fixed incomes depend entirely upon prepaid sefvice béstuge they i
meet the credit rating or hefty deposit requirements that Jocal phope corapanies Irlsxst Wpo Btfﬂra
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers can make calls from payphones or the teléphanes
of family members and neighbors. We can use these cards to stay “cornected” as we Jook for -
Jjobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the other daily appointments that we all have.. |

1 simply find it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new charges snd fees on these cards. -

Some of the nation’s largest tclephone companies would be the largest beneficiaries of such
charges. The FCC should stand up for consumer interesm over corporale gmn byhepi .
affordable prepaid calling cards a priority. 9

Sincerely,

%W

Comumissioner Michael Copps
Commissioner Kathleen Abemnathy
Commissioner Kevin Martin
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein
Senator

Senator

Congressperson




July 7, 2004

Chairman Michael Powell

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S.W.

Washington, DC 20554

W€ Docket No, 03-133\

- _,“.___A_._.,——-«

Dear Chairman Powell:

Latino and other minority communities rely upon lov/-cost teleconu’nunacaunns sr:r'c:ces :o
accomplish roany every day tasks, from looking for a job or affordable housing to staying i m
touch with family and friends. But pending before the FCC is a proposal that would mtroduce '

new charges and fees upon services upon which we depend, mmedlate]y harmmg mﬂhons of
Latinos and other consumers nationwide,

I understand that the FCC is considering applying “in-state” access charges and other fees on" -
certain prepaid calling card services. Many Latinos, particulurly thase on [ixed incomes.of th se
establishing a credit history, bank sccounts and other means niecessary to subscribe to local -
telephone service, rely upon these prepaid calling cards to stay connected at set: affordable ratess
Students, immigrants, senior citizens, and others face sumiar cha]lemges ‘ :

As a result, prepaid calling cords are the only option available - thhout them many ccnsumert'
could, quite Iiterally, be left without access to telephone service. Rmsmg the 3 pnce of pﬂ:pal
callmg cards will directly harm individuals who can lewst afford pnc:: increases.

Imposing in-state charges would amount to a substantial incresse i the cost of prapa;ﬂ call:

dcstroying the unhty of calling cards to dizadvantaged consumers.- Allowing the large; Tocal”
telephone companies to collect such charges, even when they do not sell the calling card to 8
customer, would drive up prices; thus making these servicet substantially less affordable. Please

look out for consumers and refuse 1o impose new access chamm and fees on prl..‘*p‘! i t.ailmg rard'
services.

Sincerely,

ccs:  Commissioner Michael Copps
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy
Commissioper Kevin Martin '
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein
Scnator
Senalor
Congressperson




July 7, 2004

Chairman Michael Powell

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S.W.
Washington, DC 20554

R@mket No. 03-133

e e e

Chairman Powell:

The FCC should not impose new sccess charges and fees upon prepaid cél‘iiﬁg'c'ﬁfdé' If 961_1 S
move to increase the cost of these cards, you will simply drive up the cost for. msﬁnmy or - -
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their communities. :

The Latino community is particularly sensitive to any price incre.ase for pre-paid calling cards;.,
approximately 43% of Latino households use them. Indeed, half of the households with incomes
below $20,000 have used prepaid cards. Pre-paid callmg cards are so prevalcnt n part be :

they save consumers money.

With gas and milk pnces already holding fixed and low income constumers hostagn,
not be faced with rising telephone service costs as well. In particular, many low-isio
houscholds who are on fixed incomes depend entircly upon prepaid service becwsefhey

meet the credit rating or hefty deposit requirements that local phone companies irisist upén ﬁhﬁ:rc
getting 8 phone. With prepaid cards, consumecrs can make calls from payphones or the telephones
of family members and neighbors. We can use these cards to stay “connected” as we lowk for
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the other daily appmntmentu that we all have.’

I simply find it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new c’mrgw and foes on these aardé :
Some of the nation’s largest telephone companies would be the Jargest, beoeficiaries of such. .

charges. The FCC should stand up for consumer mmem aver corpomhe gmn by lﬁuping
affordable prepmd calling cards a priority.

ioner Michael Copps
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy
Commissioner Kevin Martio
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein
Senator

Senator

Congressperson




July 7, 2004

Chairman Michae] Powell

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S.W.

Washington, DC 20554

RE@ocket No. 03?1\33:)

Dear Chairman Powell:

Latino and other minority communitjes rely upon low-c@st mlewmmumcanons servmas w
accomplish many every day tasks, from looking for ajobor affordable housing wsmymg m
touch with family and friends. But pending before the FCC is a proposal that wowld § .
new charges and fees upon services upon which we depend, 1mmed1ately harmmg mﬂimus of -
Latinos and ather consumers naticnwide. e ‘

I understand that the FCC is considering applying “in-state” access cbarges nnd other fccs on i.;
certain prepaid calling card services. Many Latinos, particularly those on fixed incomes or tlms::
establishing a credit history, bank accounts and other means necessary to subscribe to lozal
telephone scrvice, rely upon these prepaid calling cards to stay connected at set affordable Iatcs‘
Students, immigrants, senior cxt:zcns and others face similar challenges :

As a result, prepaid calling cards are the ounly option avaﬂab]c WIthout them, msmy
could, quite literally, be left without access to telephone service, ‘Rmsmg the | prm
ca]]mg cards will directly harm individuals who can least afford pnce mtrc&s&s- ’

Imposing in-state charges would amount to a substantis] incresse in ‘rhe oost of prepmd crlld
destroying the utility of calling cards to disadvantaged consumers, Allowing the large; local
telephone companies to collect such charges, even when they do not sell the calling card toa
customer, would drive up prices; thus making these services substantially less affordable, Plchsa
look out for consumers and refuse to impose new access charges and fees on prepaid calling card

services., B
Sincerely, “(—M_’ : ) .:_‘J - o
Tl SR

ces:  Commissioner Michael Copps
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy
Commissioner Kevin Martin
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein
Senator
Senator
Congressperson
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July 7, 2004

Chairman Michael Powell

Federal Commumnications Commission
445 12th Street, S.W.

Washington, DC 20554

i ——

Chairman Powell:

The FCC should not impose new access charges and fees upon prcpmd cal!mg cards T.fyou
move to increase the cost of these cards, you will simply drive up the cost for mmrmtv or . :;'_.. ]:_;
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their cummumtms =

The Latino community is particularly sensitive to any price increass for prc-pmd aallmg ca:ds
approximately 43% of Latino households use them. Indeed, haif of the households with mcon‘fes
belaw $20,000 have used prepaid cards. Pre-paid callmg cards are 50 prevnlem in par,t hecaum
they save consumers money.

With gas and milk pnccs already helding fixed and low income consumers ho:,-mge, we shau!d
not be faced with rising telephone service costs as well. In particular, many low-income. -
households who are on fixed incomes depend entirely upon prepmd service becatise they cannot
meet the credit rating or hefty deposit requirements that Jocal phont companies insist dpon before
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers can make calls from payphones or the- taraphoncs
of family members and neighbors. We can use these cards to stay “connected” as we touk fof -
Jjobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the other daily appotntments that we sl] haw

1simply find it unimaginable that the FCC would imposz new z:h*irgcs md fees o th&se cm‘ds
Some of the nation’s Jargest telephone companies would be the largest beneficiaries of such -
charges. The FCC should stand up for consumer interesss over cor pomie gam by ku:pmg
affordable prepaid calling cards a priority. : .

Sincesely, A IR _ s | Lo . : v

Cstnes D .Qﬁmu es O »\SO

ccs:  Commissioner Michael Copps | B a
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy : LR T
Commissioner Kevin Martin ' B Pl
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein S
Senator

Senator
Congressperson




July 7, 2004
Chairman Michael Powell
Federa] Communications Commission

445 12th Street, S.W.
Washington, DC 20554

“WC Docket No. 03-1 "y

Chairman Powell:

The FCC should not impose new access charges and fees upon prepaid calling sards; ifyou
move to increase the cost of these cards, you will simply drive up the cost for mzmirtty or
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their commumtnes S :

The Latino community is particularly scnsitive to any pnce inercase for pre-pa:d callmg -::nrds
approximately 43% of Latino households use them. Indeed, half of the households with incomes
below $20,000 have used prepaid cards. Pre-paid caI]mg cards are so prcvatenl in pa:t becauw
they save consumers money. : .

With gas and milk prices alrcady holding fixed and low i income consumers host.agta, wesbw%d
not be faced with rising telephonc service costs as well, In particular, many low-income
households who sre on fixed incomes depend entirely upon prepaid service becanse they s
meet the credit rating or hefty deposit requirements that local phone companies insist upon be*fore
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers can make calls from payphones or the tefeg um:s
of family members and neighbors. We can use these cards 0 stay "connected” as we lc&ok

jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the other daily appointments that we all have.

I siroply find it unimaginable that the FCC would imposz new cherges and fees an these cards.
Some of the nation’s largest telephonc companies would be the largest beneficianies of such -
charges. The FCC should stand up for cnnsumcnntzrrm oves corperate gam by keepmg
aflordable prepaid calling cards a priority. ‘

Commml ner Michael Copps
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy
Commissioner Kevin Martin
Commissiooer Jonathan Adelstein
Senator

Senator

Congressperson
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Chau-map M¢ha::l Powel!

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S.W. -

Washington, DC 20594

C Docket Ne. 03-

Dear Ci@ Ifm "";'Pdﬁéeu: ; o

Latino spdether mmomy eommumtm rcly pon low-cost telecornmunications services to
accompksh many every day tasks, from looking for a job or affordebic housing to staying in
touch with fanuly and friends. But pending before the FCC is a proposal that would introduce
new charges and fees upon strvices upon which we depend, immediately harming millions of
LdUJJOb and nther consumers natiogwide.

1 understand thai the FCC is considering applying “in-state™ access charges and other fees on
certain prepaxd calling card services, Many Latinos, particularly those on fixed incomes or those
estabhsh_;_pg a credit history, bank accounts and other means necessary to subscribe to local
telephone service, rely upon these prepaid calling cards Lo stay connected at set affordable rates.
Smdf:nts, mumgrmu, aemor cmzens, and uthers face similar challenges.

prepaid ¢
could, quﬂe hturaily, ]
calling ¢ards will dircetly harm individuals wh -as least afford price increases.

Imposinig in-statc charpes would amount to a substantial increase in the cost of prepaid calls,
destroying the utility of calling cards to disadvantaged consumers. Allowing the large, local
telephone companies to collect such charges, even when they do not sell the calling card to a
customer, woylg drive up prices; thus making these services substantially less affordable. Please
look out 17;:1' maumcrs and refuse to u-npose new access charges and fees oni prepaid calling card

ces: -Ccmmxssxoncr Mlchael Copps
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy
Commissianer Kevin Martin -
: Commlssmnet Ioaatlwn Adelstein
Senator oo
S:nator

ﬂmm?/ﬂ-mwug\_,\ Undy




B

July 7, 2004

Chairman Michae} Powell

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S.W.

Washington, DC 20554

Py

- T
¢ WC Docket No. 03—133\:7,

Chmrrnan Powell:

The FCC should not impose new access charges and fees upon prcpasd caﬂmg cards §: 4
move to increase the cost of these cards, you will simply drive up the cost for mrnonty nr
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their commumms

The Latino community js particularly sensitive to any pnce increase for pre pa,d caIlmg cards, "
approximately 43% of Latino households use them. Indeed. balf of the households with incomes -
below $20,000 have used prepaid cards. Pre-paid call.ng tards are so prevalent in pm: because
they save conswners money. ,

With gas and milk pnm:s already holding fixed and low income consumers hosugc, we - should
not be faced with rising telephone service costs as well, ‘In particular, many low-income
households who are on fixed incomes depend entirely upon prepaid scrvice bccm they cannot
meet the credit rating or hefty deposit requirements that Jocal phone companies insigt upon before
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers can make calls from payphones or the telcphones
of family members and neighbors. We can use these cards to stay “connected” as we look fﬂr =
Jjobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the other dally appointments that we all have, :

I simply find it unimaginable that the FCC would i mpose new cherges and fees on these eards
Some of the nation's Jargest telephone companies would be the largest beneficiaries of such
charges. The FCC should stand up for consumer interests cver carporatx: £ain by ketping
aﬂ'ardable prepaid calling cards a priority.

Sincerely, W/é) /L/ﬁ%ﬂ V

¢cs:  Commissioner Michae] Copps .
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy o
Commissioper Kevin Martin , Lo
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein - S T A
Senator deey Mudzhison . PR
Senator Cov g v
Congressperson o




July 7, 2004

Chairman Michael Powel]

Tcderal Communications Commission -
445 12th Street, S W.
Washington, DC 20554

RE@NO. 03133,
-1337

Dear Chairman Powell:

Latino and other minority communities rely upon low-cost tc!ecommumcatmﬁs smrmes-f
accomplish many every day tasks, from looking for a job or affordable housing 10 stayingin -
touch with family and friends. But pending before the FCC is a proposal that would mtmduce
new charges and fees upon services upon which we depend, :mmedmtely ham’amg miﬂmns uf
Latinos and other consumers nationwide.

I understand that the FCC is considering applying “in- state” accccs charges and other faes on

certain prepsid calling card services. Many Latinos, particilarly those on fixed i incames or th :
establishing a credit history, bank accounts and other means necessary to subseribe 1o local . »+ -
telephone service, rely upon these prepaid calling cards to stay conmected at set aﬁardabie rates
Students, immigrants, seniar citizens, and others face sumlar ehallenges

As a result, prepaid ealling cards are the only option nvaﬂable ‘without thcm mtmy consumm’
could, quite literally, be Jeft without access to tclephone service. Ralsmg the prlcc of prepald
callmg cards will directly harm individuals who can least afford pncc increases.

Imposing in-state cherges would amount to a substantial increase in the cost of prcpaid caIIs
destroying the uuhty of calling cards to disadvaptaged consumers. Allowing the large, local
telephone companies to callect such charges, even when they do not scll the calling card to &
customer, would drive up prices; thus making these services substantially Jess affordable.. ?hmsc

look out for consumers and refuse to impose new access charges and fees on- prepard cailmg wd
services, .

) /éwfjj

ccs:  Commissioner Michael Copps
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy
Commissioner Kevin Martin
Commissioner Jonatha.n Adc ste:

Senator o B
Senator .
Congresspérson ce
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July 7, 2004

Chairman Michael Poweli

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S.W.

Washington, DC 20554

RE CEocket N:m“
__‘___r__,/

Chairman Powell:

The FCC should not impose new access charges and fees upon. prepmd calling cards
move to increase the cost of these cards, you will simply drive'up the cost fo; mmonty:
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their commumtles - :

The Latino community is particularly sensitive to any price increase for pre-paid calling cards;
approXimately 43% of Latino households use them. Indeed, haif of the honsehaolds with incomes
below $20,000 have used prepaid cards. Pre-paid callmg cm-ds are so prevalent in part bacause
they save consurmers money. . . -

With gas and milk pnces already holding fixed and !ow income consumers hostaga‘ m hon
not be faced with rising telephone service costs as weil. .In particular, many lowémé_bme i
households who are on fixed incorees depend entirely upon prepaid service. becms‘_ &cy cannot
meet the credit rating or hefty deposit requirements that local phone companies ing#t ipon before
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers can make calls from payphones orthe telc:phnnw
of family members and neighbors. We can use these cards to stay “connected” as we look for:
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the other daily appumlments that we all have '

I simply find it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new charges and fees on these cards
Some of the nation’s largest telephone companies would be the largest beneficiaries of such .-
charges. The FCC should stand up for consumer interests over corporaie gam hylecphr; o
affordable prepaid ealling cards a priority. :

Sincerely, M@JJ&%
] fm RS

ces.  Commissioner Michael Copps
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy
Commissioner Kevin Martin
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein
Senamr Md‘r‘s’“—o [EaY .

Senator Cor

Congressperson




Tuly 7, 2004

Chairman Michae] Powell

Federal Commumnications Commission
445 12th Street, S.W.

Washington, DC 20554

thﬁcbﬁocket No. 03-1 \3\

e

Dear Chairman Powell:

Latino and other minority communities rely upon Iow-coc,* telcmmm unications smmes o
accompiish many every day tasks, from looking for a job ct affordable housing (o staying in .
touch with family and friends. But pending before the FCC is & proposal that would mtm_dum
new charges and fees upon services upon which we depemk mmedmwb harmmg mdhn g .of

Latinos and other consumers nationwide,

I understand that the FCC is considering applying ¢ m-sﬁato" acoess charges md dﬁw
certain prepaid calling card services. Many Latinos, parhcularly those on fixed inéo ! ;
establishing a credit history, bank accounts and other means necessary to subscribe: 1o local
telephone service, rely upon these prepaid calling cards to stay connected at set aﬁ"m‘ﬁab]c rates.-_
Students, immigrants, scnior citizens, and others face similar challengcs

As n result, prepaid calling cards are the only option available — without 1h=m, many consumers )
could, quite literally, be lefl without access to telephone service. Raising the price of prepaid
calling cards will directly harm individuals who cap least aiford p‘nce mcrcases o

Imposing in-state charges would amount to a substantial increase in n the cost cf prcpai rally
destroying the wtility of calling cards to disadvantaged consumers. Allowing the large, locs,
telephone companies to collect such charges, even when they do nat seil the calting cfrd | .
customer, would drive up prices; thus making these services substantially léss affordable. Please

look out for consumers and refuse to impose new access cha.rges and fees on prcpald uiiimg card
services. }

Sincerely, ;
ces:  Commissioner Michael Copps ;7(
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy AR

Commissioner Kevin Martin
Commissioner Jonathan Adelsiein

Senator Ky Moot cheitom
Senator

err
Congressperson a '




July 7, 2004

Chaimman Michae} Powell

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S.W.

Washington, DC 20554

. *”‘ﬁw_m—w‘\‘\‘
: WC Docket No. 03-133

Chairman Powell:

The FCC should not impose new access charges and fees upon prepard calling'mrds "If.you'
move to increase the cost of these cards, you will simply diive up the cost for mmfmtv or
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch m their commun;tues : I

The Latino community is particularly sensitive to any pﬂce increase for pre-paid calling
approximately 43% of Latino households use them. Indeed, half of the housebolds: with. :
below $20,000 bave used prepaid cards. Pre-paid calhng cards are s0 prewlent in pa.r: becauqe
they save consumers moopey. ‘ .y

With gas and milk prices already holding fixed and low income consumers hostnge, we should
not be faced with rising telephone service costs as well. In particular, many lowv-income . 3
households who are on fixed incomes depend entirely upon prepaid service because they camot
meet the credit rating or hefly deposit requirements that local phone companies insist upon before
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers can make calls from payphones o the telephornes
of family members and neighbors. We can use these cards to stay “connected” as we ook for -
Jabs, hunt for heuses, or schedule many of the other daily appomtmcnm thai we aII hwe e

I simply find it unimaginable that the FCC would i 1mposa new charges and fces on ‘thew card:
Some of the nation’s largest telephone companies would be the fargest beneficiaries of sitch
charpes. The FCC should stand np for consumer interests over corpomie gain by ket:pil!g
affordable prepaid calling cards a priority.

Sincerely, ; | ‘
}4‘/,—: — T

ces:  Commissioner Michae] Copps TR
Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy BT
Commissioner Kevin Martin :
Commissioncr Jonathan Adelstein
Senator
Senator
Congressperson




