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Before the 

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION 
Washington, D.C.  20554 

 
In the Matter of      ) 

) 

                                                

Biennial Regulatory Review - Amendment   ) 
of Parts 1, 17, 20, 21, 22, 24, 27, 73, 74, 80,   ) WT Docket No. 04-180  
90, 95 and 101 to Streamline and Harmonize  )  
Various Rules Affecting Wireless Radio Services )  
 

 
 

REPLY COMMENTS OF 
CTIA – THE WIRELESS ASSOCIATION™ 

 
 CTIA – The Wireless Association™ (“CTIA”)1 hereby submits its Reply Comments in 

response to the Public Notice issued in the above-referenced proceeding.2  Specifically, CTIA 

supports the request of  PCIA - The Wireless Infrastructure Association (“PCIA”) seeking 

revisions and harmonization of certain requirements set forth in Part 17 of the Commission’s 

rules governing the construction, marking and lighting of antenna structures (“Part 17 Rules”).3 

 
1  CTIA is the international organization of the wireless communications industry for 

both wireless carriers and manufacturers.  CTIA membership covers all Commercial Mobile 

Radio Service (“CMRS”) providers and manufacturers, including cellular, broadband PCS, 

ESMR, as well as providers and manufacturers of wireless data services and products.  
2  The Commission Seeks Public Comment in the 2004 Biennial Review of 

Telecommunications Regulations, Public Notice, FCC 04-105 (rel. May 11, 2004). 
3  47 CFR §§ 17.1 et seq. (2003). 



 
 In its comments, PCIA identifies several requirements under the Part 17 Rules that result 

in “wasteful, duplicative compliance efforts,”4 conflict with several Federal Aviation 

Administration’s (“FAA”) requirements and procedures governing the marking and lighting of 

antenna structures,5 and foster inefficient and costly administrative burdens despite 

advancements in the FCC’s electronic filing system and site monitoring technology.6  

 CTIA concurs with PCIA that the Part 17 Rules identified by PCIA should be amended in 

to harmonize them with the relevant FAA rules and procedures governing the marking and 

lighting of antenna structures.  CTIA also agrees that the Part 17 Rules should be streamlined to 

reflect advancements in technology and the rapid changes in the wireless communications 

infrastructure industry.  Competition in the wireless infrastructure industry has redefined 

business relationships between wireless carriers and their infrastructure providers and has 

dramatically transformed the role of the carrier from tower owner to tenant.  This new business 

paradigm has facilitated collocation and encouraged more efficient use of communications 

structures.  However, the inefficiency of some Part 17 requirements and the needless and costly 

compliance burdens of other Part 17 requirements undermines the benefits that could be 

achieved through a competitive marketplace. 

 Accordingly, CTIA supports PCIA’s recommendations and urge the Commission to 

amend its Part 17 Rules in accordance with PCIA’s recommendations.  CTIA also urges the FCC 

                                                 
4  The Commission Seeks Public Comment in the 2004 Biennial Review of 

Telecommunications Regulations, Comments of PCIA - The Wireless Infrastructure Association 

(filed July 12, 2004) at 2 (“PCIA Comments”). 
5  PCIA Comments at 3-5. 

 

2 
6  PCIA Comments at 2-4. 



 

to review and amend its requirements under its Part 17 Rules to ensure that such rules: 1) reflect 

the competitive nature of the wireless industry, including both carriers and its infrastructure 

providers; 2) streamline the siting of wireless communications structures and antennas, 

particularly in accordance with the Administration’s goal to facilitate the deployment of 

broadband services, including wireless services; 3) provide frequent and timely coordination with 

FAA rules and procedures to ensure air navigational safety, and 4) facilitate the siting of wireless 

communications structure to ensure the reliability of wireless infrastructure and networks, 

particularly in emergency situations, including  homeland security.   
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/s/ Andrea D. Williams          
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