
August 12, 2004

The Honorable Mich"'l K. PoweD
Fcdcnl CommunieatioIl$ CoJJl~:Uoi1

445 12'" Stree~ SW
Washin= DC 20554

MB Doel...t No. 04-207

Dear Chainnan Po...el~

Myrisme is LiDdaPari> an. lOll> Vice Presidcntof1he Washington Linka~Group, IDe.
(WLG). For more t!= lbr•• yom, WLG has worlced wlth grass roolo'organizations, as
w<D as Aeioen JUnerican eleClOd otficials to lllldress tbe needs and concerns of!heir
members .nd coustituenls.

As an Afi:iC3Q A11)e~n business, we .know bow impoIturt it is for Americao.s from
different backgrouDd.5 to see their dC'JIX)graphic represented promine.atly iD,lu:er society.
Wl1!1 tl>at said, I support tile efforts ofthe tilban Brollllcasting Company to eoCO\lrllS"
gmlt.e:r diversity in ~levisioD programmiDg. but I do not believe that a la carte is the
ani'...... - in fact, as :1 cure. I bcliC?e it would be WOl'X thm iUl)' CUJTCUt ailment.

A wide·rang:e of independent expert3. from the National Urban Le~e to LULAC hllVe
convinced me that government manda:tiDg the creation ofan a la cane system "-auld spell
the end for many smaller. more q>ecialized networks including networks aimed at
specific l;t:h.l1il; \ill.&LJ.icl1cc:s a;nd n~orks offering foreign-lenguagc programming.. FuTther,
new networks would be dead on arrival without the guarantee ofa subscriber base - and
cOrTCSpandin.e ad n:venue - that th~ r.lJrrent sys1em ofb'undl.ins otters neoN networks.

We need rDQtc diversity on television today, b\1t we have msde strides. BET. TV One. 5i
TV, HTVN, Imag.inA:ltan are just a. few of the ethnie-oriented uetworks available tOday
and as tec:huology creates space foe more distribution. I expect that number will grow
with dem2nd

There is certainly a. need for m_Qre ethr.Jc: programming.. but & la carte is notour magic
bullet.

LindaB. Paris
Vwe 'Pr=idec.t__-=-~=e=.. --:- ... _. _
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