
 
 

         September 8, 2004 
 

Ex Parte Communication 
 
Ms. Marlene H. Dortch 
Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20445 
 
 Re:   ET Docket No. 04-296 
   
Dear Ms. Dortch: 
 
 Today, Ann Bobeck and the undersigned of NAB spoke via conference call with 
Jim Dailey, Gregory Cooke, Jeanne Kowalski and Jean Ann Collins to discuss various 
Emergency Alert System (“EAS”) proposals set forth in the Notice of Proposed 
Rulemaking in the above-referenced docket.  Specifically, we discussed: 

(1) The merits of a single federal lead agency responsible for EAS and public 
warning; 

(2) The role of the Department of Homeland Security (“DHS”) in public warnings, 
including projects launched via Congressional appropriations; 

(3) The need for any increased state and local EAS participation by broadcasters to be 
complemented by adequate funding and oversight of state and local emergency 
planners; 

(4) The concept of forced-tuning in its application with Wireless Cable and a 
multicast environment; and  

(5) Cable overrides and their impediment to disseminate timely local broadcasting of 
emergency information. 

 
 Please direct any questions concerning this matter to the undersigned. 
 
      Respectfully submitted, 

       
      Marsha J. MacBride 
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cc:  Jim Dailey 
 Gregory Cooke 
 Jeanne Kowalski 
 Jean Ann Collins 


