
BEFORE THE

Federal Communications Commission
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20554

)In theMatterof

BroadcastLocalism
)
) MB DocketNo. 04-233
)

To: TheCommission

COMMENTS OF ENTERCOM WILKES-BARRE LICENSE, LLC

EntercomWilkes-BarreLicense,LLC (“Entercom Wilkes-Barre”), by its attorneys,

herebysubmitscommentsin responseto theNoticeofInquiry in theabove-captionedproceeding

(“Notice”). As discussedbelow, theCommission’scurrentpolicieswith regardto broadcast

localismproperlyallow licenseestheflexibility to addresstheconcernsoftheircommunitiesin

inventiveandinspiringways,asdemonstratedby theattachedsummaryofcommunity-oriented

programmingandactivities.Thereis no reasonto imposenewregulationsontheindustryin this

regardthat potentiallywoulddiminish,andnot enhance,local communityserviceactivitiesby

broadcasters.

I. I,~oca1ismand Dere2ulation of Radio Content

“The conceptof localismwaspartandparcelofbroadcastregulationvirtually from its

inception.” DeregulationofRadio,84 FCC2d 968, 994(1981)(“Radio DeregulationOrder”).

TheCommissionhaslong recognizedthat, in servingtheneedsofits community,abroadcaster

shouldbeaffordedsomelatitude in tailoringits programmingto theneedsof its listeners.Radio

DeregulationOrderat 994-98. TheCommissionacknowledgesthat it shouldavoid “regulations

that straight-jacketall stationsinto thesamemold.” RadioDeregulationOrderat 998. More

thantwentyyearsago,therefore,theCommissioncorrectlyeliminatedits non-entertainment
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programmingguidelinesforcommercialbroadcastradio,requiringonly thatstationsoffer

programmingresponsiveto the issuesofconcernto the station’slisteners,asdiscernedby the

stationlicensee.RadioDeregulationOrder at 1013-14.

TheCommissionrecognizedin 1981 that theradio industryhadbeen“characterizedfrom

its beginningby rapidanddynamicchange”andnotedthatthenumberofstationshadgrown

from 583 stationsin 1934to nearly9000at thetime oftheCommission’sdecision. Radio

DeregulationOrderat969. This upsurgein thenumberofbroadcaststations,theCommission

concluded,requiredthat “licenseesspecializeto attractan audiencesothattheymayremain

financiallyviable.” Id. TheCommissionjudgedthatthemarketplacewould moreeffectively

dictatethebroadcastofcontentmeetingtheneedsof aparticularcommunitythangeneric

regulationsprescribingsuchcontent.RadioDeregulationOrderat 1013-14.Theseconclusions

havebeenborneoutover thepasttwo decadesandareatleastastruetodayastheywerethen.

In eliminatingits non-entertainmentprogrammingguidelines,theCommissionremained

“convincedthatabsenttheseguidelinessignificantamountsofnon-entertainmentprogramming

of avarietyoftypeswill continueon radio.” RadioDeregulationOrderat 977. Thegoalof

deregulationwasto provideradiobroadcasterswith “the maximumflexibility to beresponsiveto

issuesimportantto their listeners,with theminimumamountofgovernmentalinterference.”

RadioDeregulationOrderat978. TheCommissionobservedthat“regulationofnecessity

wouldbestandardizednationwide,wouldberelativelyinflexible, andwouldbe likely to impose

costswithout compensatingbenefits.” RadioDeregulationOrderat 1024. TheCommission

furthernotedthat“to requireprogrammingaimedat unrevealedneeds,whicharedifficult to

determine,at theexpenseofprogrammingthat is clearlydemandedby thepublic, is to replace

thejudgmentofthegovernmentfor that ofthepublic.” RadioDeregulationOrderat 1031.
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In theRadioDeregulationOrder, theCommissionoutlinedits expectationthat

broadcasterswould “continue[] [the]provisionof newsprogramsin amountsto bedetermined

by thediscretionofthe individualbroadcasterguidedbythe tastes,needs,andinterestsofits

listenership”and“responsiveliness]to theissuesfacingtheircommunity.” RadioDeregulation

Orderat 978. TheCommissionaffordsbroadcasterstheopportunityto addresstheseissuesby

“virtually any means.”RadioDeregulationOrder at 982. In makingits determination,the

Commissionrecognizedthat “moreissuescanbe addressedthrough[3specializedprogramming

thanthrougha generalized‘somethingfor everyone’requirement.” RadioDeregulationOrderat

988-89.

II. Dere~iu1ation ofPro~irammin2 Content FostersLocalism

TheNoticeconsidersagainintroducingthestraight-jacketofprogramcontentregulation.

TheCommissionshouldnotalter its deregulatoryapproachin this regard,however. The“rapid

anddynamicchange”thathascharacterizedradiothroughoutits history hasonly accelerated

duringthe23 yearssinceadoptionoftheRadioDeregulationOrder. In thosetwo decades,more

than5000radiostationshavejoined thenearly9000stationslicensedin 1981. Audio Division,

FederalCommunicationsCommission,BroadcastStation Totals (asofJune30,2004),available

at www.fcc.gov/mb/audio/totlas/bt040630 .html. Othertraditional sourcesof newsand

information,suchasbroadcasttelevisionandweeklyandalternativenewspapers,havewitnessed

tremendousgrowthaswell. Penetrationratesfor cablehaveincreasedsignificantly, andDBS

hasbeenintroduced,offering hundredsof newchannels,includingbothnationalandlocal news

anddiscussion.Technologicaladvanceshavealsoled to ever-increasingcompetitionfor the

public’s attentionandhaveprovidedthepublic with accessto diverseandantagonistic

viewpointsin numbersunimaginableatthereleaseof theRadioDeregulationOrder. Injust the
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pastdecade,theInternethasbecomecommonplacein Americanhomes,schools,andworkplaces

andtheintroductionofsatelliteradiooffershundredsof additionalaudiochannelselectionsto

Americanconsumers.

Forall ofthesereasons,broadcastradio licenseesfind themselvesin anever-more

competitivemarketplace.As theCommissioncorrectlyrecognizedin 1981,thesecompetitive

pressurescreateeconomicincentivesforbroadcastersto air community-responsive

programming.Consumersnowmorethaneverhaveaplethoraofsourcesfor thenews,

information,andentertainmenttheyseek. Thecompetitivemarketpressureshaveandwill

continueto guide localbroadcasters’appropriatecommunity-responsiveprogrammingefforts

muchmoreeffectivelythanany genericpolicies,practices,or rulesimposedby thegovernment

far removedfrom local audiences.

Themarket-drivensensitivitiesto issuesoflocal concernenvisionedby theCommission

in 1981 areareality, obviatingany needfor newgovernmentintervention. Becauseits

continuedexistenceis predicatedon its meetingtheneedsandwantsof its listenerseffectively,

theEntercomWilkes-Barreradiostationsmakeconcertedefforts to programto the“tastes,

needs,andinterestsof its listenership”asenvisionedby theRadioDeregulationOrder. In

addition,EntercomWilkes-Barrestationsstrive to be goodneighborsandresponsiblecorporate

citizensby sponsoring,supportingandparticipatingin local andcommunityeventsandcauses.

AttachmentA documentsthesubstantialcommitmentofEntercomWilkes-Barre’sstationsto

community-responsiveprogrammingandactivities. In 2002,theestimatedvalueof PSAs

broadcastandfundsraisedthroughtheeffortsoftheEntercomWilkes-Barrestationsexceeded

$590,000.
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CONCLUSION

As demonstratedby theforegoingmaterial,thestationsownedby EntercomWilkes-

Barrearehighly responsiveto theneedsandinterestsoftheirlocal communities.New

regulatoryinterventioninto programcontentis unnecessaryandwouldonly serveto stymiethe

efforts ofbroadcasterslike EntercomWilkes-Barreto effectively servetheircommunities. For

theforegoingreasons,EntercomWilkes-BarreurgestheCommissionto refrainfrom adopting

policies,practices,orrules governingbroadcaststations’programcontent.

Respectfiillysubmitted,

ENTERCOM WILKES-BARRE LICENSE, LLC

By: c4A4
a M.Madden

an . Benz

LeventhalSenter& LermanPLLC
2000K Street,N.W. Suite600
Washington,DC 20006-1809
(202)429-8970

November1, 2004 Its Attorneys



ATTACHMENT A



ENTERCOM WILKES-BARRE’ S
COMMITMENT TO LOCALISM



NEWS AND COMMUNITY SERVICE PROGRAMMING

Public Affairs Programming:

The Morning Newswith Nancy and Kevin: “The MorningNewswith Nancy
andKevin” is amorningtalk showon stationWILK(AM), which airs from 6:00
a.m.to 9:00 a.m.everyweekday.Duringtheprogram,local, stateandnational
newstopicsarediscussedwith listeners.Theshowis locally producedand
featureslocal talentandlocal newsand traffic reports. ThreeEntercomWilkes-
Barreemployeesareresponsibleforthis program.

The SueHenry Show: TheSueHenry Showis amorningtalk showon station
WILK(AM) that airs weekdaysfrom 9:00 a.m. to 11:45a.m. During theprogram,
issuesoflocal, stateandnationalinterestarediscussed.In addition,manyguests
appearon theprogrameveryweekto provideamorecomprehensivelook at those
issuesthat affectnortheasternPennsylvanians.Theprogramhasprovidedall
candidateswith an opportunityto comeon theshowanddebatethe issues.The
showis locally produced. ThreeEntercomWilkes-Barreemployeesworkon this
show.

Radio PennsylvaniaRoundtable: TheRadioPennsylvaniaRoundtableis a ‘/2

public affairsprogramproducedby theRadioPennsylvaniaNetworkin
Harrisburg,Pennsylvaniathat focuseson thoseissuesaffectingPennsylvanians.
EntercomWilkes-Barrerunstheprogramon theweekends,dependingon other
programmingcommitments.

The Barrie Singer Show: TheBaneSingerShow is a weeklytalk show
broadcaston Saturdaysfrom 10:00 a.m.to 12:00p.m. BarrieSingerdiscusses
local, stateandnationalpoliticswith northeasternPennsylvanialisteners.

IssueLine: IssueLine is aone-hourlocallyproducedpublic serviceprogram
featuringalook atall sidesofissuesoflocal interest. EntercomWilkes-Barreairs
theprogramfrom 6:00 a.m.to 7:00a.m.on Sundays.TheEntercomWilkes-
Barrenewsdepartmentdeterminesthesubjectmatteroftheprogram,which is
basedon thosecurrenteventsthatarerelevantto northeasternPennsylvanians.
Pasttopicshaveincludedalcohol/drugabuse,environmentalissues,employment
andlaborconcerns,agingandelderly abuse,andtransportationandroads.
Viewerreactionto this programvariesby topic, andEntercomWilkes-Barreoften
booksguestsandselectssubjectmatterbasedon e-mailsandother
communicationsfrom listenersandlocalgovernmentandcivic leaders.

Local Newscasts:EntercomWilkes-Barre’slocalnewscastsfeatureinterviewsona
wide arrayoftopicsandissuesaffectingthe local community,including local
governments,businessandindustry,civic organizations,public safety,healthand
medicalandmanyothers. EntercomWilkes-Barreemploysthreefull-time employees
andonepart-timeemployeeto gatherthenewsinformationanddeliverit to the listeners.
In addition,onefull-time employeeis usedfor field reporting.



Station WILK(AM): On stationWILK(AM), local newscastsair at thetop of
eachhourandin theclosestavailabletime slot to thebottomhoureachweekday
from 5:00 a.m.until 6:00p.m. Thenewscastsat thetop of thehourarefive
minutesin length,andthenewscastsat thebottomof thehourare2-3 minutesin
length. StationWILK(AM) haswonPennsylvaniaAssociatedPressAwardsfor
its newscoverage,includingbestnewscast,enterprise/individualreporting,
featurenewsreportingandsportsfeaturereporting.

StationWGGY(FM): On stationWGCY(FM), local newscastsofup to four
minutesair at thetop andbottom ofthehoureachweekdayfrom 5:00 a.m.until
9:00a.m.

Station WKRZ(FM): On stationWKRZ(FM), local newscastsofapproximately
threeto fourminutesair atthetop andbottomofthehoureachweekdayfrom
6:00 a.m.until 9:00 a.m.

Station WFEZ(FM): OnstationWFEZ(FM), local newscastsofapproximately
two to threeminutesair atthetop andbottomof thehoureachweekdayfrom 5:00
a.m.until 8:00 a.m.

Public ServiceAnnouncements:EntercomWilkes-Barrestationsairpublic service
announcementseveryday. Someofthepublic serviceannouncementsarelocally
produced,andothersareproducedby civic groupsandnationalorganizations.

For example,stationWDMT(FM) produceda:60 secondpublic serviceannouncement
urginganyonein needorknowing anyonein needofshelterduring therecordbreaking
cold of thewinter of 2003to contacttheNortheastHomelessOutreach.TheOutreach
staffwroteto thestation indicatingtheyhadmanyresponsesdirectlydue to the
announcementandinformedthestationthat in at leasttwo instancesthestationhelpedto
savelives.

In anotherexample,stationsWILK(AM), WGGY(FM), WDMT(FM) andWKRZ(FM)
airedpublic serviceannouncementsfor a fundraiserbenefitingtheArt Leagueof
NortheastPennsylvania.Theintentof the informationinitiativewasto getlocal
organizationsto sponsorcustomdecoratedlife sizemulestatuesanddisplaythematlocal
businesses.Eightymulesweredecoratedwith sold sponsorshipsandafollow up
campaignsold theactualmulesat auctionfor pricesrangingfrom $1,000to $10,000.

EntercomWilkes-Barrehasairedpublic serviceannouncementsfor thebenefitofmany
public interestcampaignsandcommunityorganizations,includingthefollowing: WVLA
auction,RedCross,Make-a-WishTelethon,Whistles(cancerbenefit),Duck Derby
(benefitfor cancer),AIDS Walk, LeukemiaWalk, LupusWalk, UnitedWay,Asthma
Walk, Toys for Tots,Children’sMiracle Network,HarvestBalloon Fest,Light theNight
Walk, EntercomSafeHalloween,Do It For TheKids Walk, DUI Fair, SpecialOlympics,
Kid’s SafetyDay,DiabetesWalk, St. Jude’sRadiothon,varioussportstournaments,
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Bowl For Kid’s Sake,Shave-a-thon(cancerbenefit),Stuff theTruck (U.S. troopbenefit),
Funfest(Hazletondowntownbenefit),RotaryBalloonFestival,ReasonOpenHouse
(animalshelter/horserescue),SayNo To DrugsFairandAmericanLungWalk.

COMMUNITY SERVICE ACTIVITIES

St. Joe’sDrive: StationWILK(AM) mannedadunk tankat Entercom’sToys for the
Boyseventto helpraisemoneyfor St. Joe’sCenterin Scranton,Pennsylvania— a facility
thatprovidesquality residentialandin-homeservicesto personsdiagnosedwith mental
retardation. EntercomWilkes-Barrehelpedto raise$2700.

Christmas Wish: StationWILK(AM) conductsan annualholiday drive whereby
listenersadoptaneedychild andhelpmaketheirChristmaswishescometrue. Station
WILK(AM) works with theLuzerneandLackawannaCountyChildrenandYouth
Servicesto find thosechildrenin needof assistance.200 wishesweregranted.

Recycleat Work: EntercomWilkes-Barreorganizedan informationcampaignto urge
listenersto donateusedprintercartridgesandcellularphonesfor thebenefitofthe
Osterhautlibrary. Thelibrary reports“many” donationshavebeenreceived.

Voter Registration: StationWILK(AM) hasorganizedvoterregistrationdrivesin
ScrantonandWilkes-Barrebeforetheprimaryandgeneralelections.

Community Calendar: All EntercomWilkes-Barrestationsposta communitycalendar
on their websites. EntercomWilkes-Barrealso makesregularon-airannouncements
aboutcommunityeventsin northeasternPennsylvania.EntercomWilkes-Barrelearnsof
theseeventsthroughmail oremail from thepublic. Eventsadvertisedon thestationsin
thepastinclude:Churchfund raiserssuchasMontdaleCorpusChristi ChurchAnnual
HarvestFestival,causeorientedwalk-a-thonssuchastheLupusLoop andtheDiabetes
walk, andblooddrives.

EMERGENCY PROGRAMMING

EntercomWilkes-Barrestationsbreakinto regularprogrammingto carry live coverageof
local events, in thepast,programminghasbeeninterruptedto coverthefollowing
events:

PresidentGeorgeW. Bush’svisit in Marchof 2003to Scranton,Pennsylvania.
Duringthevisit, PresidentBushdiscussedrisingmedicalmalpracticeinsurancecosts
with local doctorsandsupporters.All EntercomWilkes-Barrestationsbroadcastthe
President’sspeechandprovidedlive coverageprior to President’sspeech,previewing
theappearanceandtalkingwith local healthcareworkersin Scranton.

Prisonescapein Octoberof2003. All EntercomWilkes-Barrestationsbrokeinto
regularly scheduledprogrammingon a Saturdaymorningin Octoberof 2003for live
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coverageoftheescapeofaLuzerneCountyprisoneraccusedofa doublemurderand
thesubsequentintensivemanhunt.

2003 Elections,includingcoverageofthecommissionerracesin Lackawannaand
LuzerneCountiesanda voteon proposedHomeRule in LuzerneCounty. Station
WILK(AM) reporterswere outwith thewinnersandlosersandhostSueHenrytalked
with listenersabouttheresults.

2004PrimaryElection,includingcoverageof thePennsylvaniaSenateracebetween
incumbentArlen SpecterandPatToomey.

PresidentialcandidateJohnKerry’ s visit to Scrantonthedayaftertheconclusionof
theDemocraticNationalConvention.

PresidentGeorgeW. Bush’scampaignvisit to Scrantonthedayafterthecoiiclusion
of theRepublicanNationalConvention.

Flooding from TropicalStormIvan in northeastPennsylvaniain Septemberof2004.

All ofEntercomWilkes-Barre’semergencyand specialnewsprogrammingis locally
producedandfeatureslocalhosts,newsreporterson thestreetandinterviewswith local
officials andlisteners.

LOCAL MUSIC INITIATIVES

StationWDMT(FM) airs musicfrom local artistson small label,no label anddemo
compactdiscs. Themusicis highlightedon thestationas“MountainGrown”music. The
songsareplayedin regularrotation8 to 10 timesdaily.

In addition,stationWDMT(FM) producesandairs the“The MountainGrownHourwith
Alan K. Stout” on Sundaynights,9:00 p.m.to 10:00p.m.,duringwhich 100%local
musicis playedandlocal musiciansandothersin themusiccommunityarehighlighted.

StationWDMT(FM) alsosponsorsthe“Bud Tru Music Series”attheWaterfront. Local
musiciansarebookedfor a free“no cover”night,which stationrepresentativeshost. In
thepast,StationWDMT(FM) hasrecordedtheperformancesattheseeventsandaired
themaspartof its MountainGrownlibrary.

This fall stationWDMT(FM) will produceacompactdisc featuringthebest
MountainGrownartistsandsell it to benefita local charity. Thecompactdisc will
feature18 cuts.
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