
BEFORETHE

Federal Communications Commission
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20554

In theMatterof )
)

BroadcastLocalism ) MB DocketNo. 04-233
)

To: TheCommission

COMMENTS OF ENTERCOM WICHITA LICENSE, LLC

EntercomWichitaLicense,LLC (“Entercom Wichita”), by its attorneys,herebysubmits

commentsin responseto theNotice oflnquityin theabove-captionedproceeding(“Notice”). As

discussedbelow, theCommission’scurrentpolicieswith regardto broadcastlocalismproperly

allow licenseestheflexibility to addresstheconcernsof theircommunitiesin inventiveand

inspiringways,asdemonstratedby theattachedsummaryofcommunity-orientedprogramming

andactivities.Thereis no reasonto imposenewregulationson the industryin thisregardthat

potentiallywould diminish,andnot enhance,local communityserviceactivitiesby broadcasters.

I. Localism and Dere2ulation ofRadio Content

“The conceptof localismwaspartandparcelof broadcastregulationvirtually from its

inception.” DeregulationofRadio,84 FCC2d 968, 994 (1981)(“Radio DeregulationOrder”).

TheCommissionhaslong recognizedthat, in servingtheneedsof its community,abroadcaster

shouldbeaffordedsomelatitudein tailoring its programmingto theneedsofits listeners.Radio

DeregulationOrder at994-98. TheCommissionacknowledgesthatit shouldavoid“regulations

that straight-jacketall stationsinto thesamemold.” RadioDeregulationOrder at 998. More

thantwentyyearsago,therefore,theCommissioncorrectlyeliminatedits non-entertainment

programmingguidelinesfor commercialbroadcastradio,requiringonly that stationsoffer
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programmingresponsiveto the issuesof concernto thestation’slisteners,asdiscernedby the

stationlicensee.RadioDeregulationOrder at 1013-14.

TheCommissionrecognizedin 1981 that theradio industryhadbeen“characterizedfrom

its beginningby rapidanddynamicchange”andnotedthat thenumberofstationshadgrown

from 583 stationsin 1934 to nearly9000atthetime oftheCommission’sdecision.Radio

DeregulationOrderat 969. This upsurgein thenumberofbroadcaststations,theCommission

concluded,requiredthat “licenseesspecializeto attractanaudiencesothattheymayremain

financially viable.” Id. TheCommissionjudgedthat themarketplacewouldmoreeffectively

dictatethebroadcastofcontentmeetingtheneedsofaparticularcommunitythangeneric

regulationsprescribingsuchcontent. RadioDeregulationOrderat 1013-14. Theseconclusions

havebeenborneoutoverthepasttwo decadesandareat leastastruetodayastheywerethen.

In eliminatingits non-entertainmentprogrammingguidelines,theCommissionremained

“convincedthat absenttheseguidelinessignificantamountsofnon-entertainmentprogramming

of avarietyof typeswill continueon radio.” RadioDeregulationOrderat977. Thegoalof

deregulationwasto provideradiobroadcasterswith “themaximumflexibility to be responsiveto

issuesimportantto theirlisteners,with theminimumamountofgovernmentalinterference.”

RadioDeregulationOrderat 978. TheCommissionobservedthat “regulationof necessity

would be standardizednationwide,would be relativelyinflexible, andwould be likely to impose

costswithout compensatingbenefits.” RadioDeregulationOrderat 1024. TheCommission

furthernotedthat “to requireprogrammingaimedat unrevealedneeds,which aredifficult to

determine,at theexpenseof programmingthatis clearlydemandedbythepublic, is to replace

thejudgmentof thegovernmentfor thatof thepublic.” RadioDeregulationOrder at 1031.
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In theRadioDeregulationOrder, theCommissionoutlinedits expectationthat

broadcasterswould “continue[] [the]provisionofnewsprogramsin amountsto bedetermined

by thediscretionof theindividual broadcasterguidedby thetastes,needs,andinterestsof its

listenership”and“responsive[ness]to the issuesfacingtheircommunity.” RadioDeregulation

Orderat 978. TheCommissionaffordsbroadcasterstheopportunityto addresstheseissuesby

“virtually any means.”RadioDeregulationOrder at 982. In making its determination,the

Commissionrecognizedthat“more issuescanbe addressedthrough[] specializedprogramming

thanthrougha generalized‘somethingfor everyone’requirement.” RadioDeregulationOrderat

988-89.

II. Deregulation of Programming Content FostersLocalism

TheNoticeconsidersagainintroducingthestraight-jacketof programcontentregulation.

TheCommissionshouldnot alter its deregulatoryapproachin this regard,however. The“rapid

anddynamicchange”thathascharacterizedradiothroughoutits historyhasonly accelerated

during the23 yearssinceadoptionoftheRadioDeregulationOrder. In thosetwo decades,more

than5000radiostationshavejoined thenearly9000stationslicensedin 1981. Audio Division,

FederalCommunicationsCommission,BroadcastStation Totals (asofJune30, 2004),available

at www.fcc.gov/mb/audio/totlas/bt040630.html. Othertraditional sourcesofnewsand

information,suchasbroadcasttelevisionandweeklyand alternativenewspapers,havewitnessed

tremendousgrowthaswell. Penetrationratesfor cablehaveincreasedsignificantly, andDBS

hasbeenintroduced,offering hundredsofnewchannels,includingboth nationalandlocal news

anddiscussion.Technologicaladvanceshavealso ledto ever-increasingcompetitionfor the

public’s attentionandhaveprovidedthepublic with accessto diverseandantagonistic

viewpointsin numbersunimaginableat thereleaseoftheRadioDeregulationOrder. Injust the
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pastdecade,theInternethasbecomecommonplacein Americanhomes,schools,andworkplaces

andtheintroductionof satelliteradiooffershundredsofadditionalaudiochannelselectionsto

Americanconsumers.

For all ofthesereasons,broadcastradio licenseesfind themselvesin anever-more

competitivemarketplace.As theCommissioncorrectlyrecognizedin 1981,thesecompetitive

pressurescreateeconomicincentivesfor broadcastersto air community-responsive

programming. Consumersnowmorethaneverhaveaplethoraofsourcesfor thenews,

information,andentertainmenttheyseek. Thecompetitivemarketpressureshaveandwill

continueto guide local broadcasters’appropriatecommunity-responsiveprogrammingefforts

muchmoreeffectively thanany genericpolicies,practices,orrulesimposedby thegovernment

far removedfrom local audiences.

Themarket-drivensensitivitiesto issuesoflocal concernenvisionedby theCommission

in 1981 areareality,obviatingany needfor new governmentintervention. Becauseits

continuedexistenceis predicatedon its meetingtheneedsandwantsofits listenerseffectively,

the EntercomWichita radiostationsmakeconcertedefforts to programto the“tastes,needs,and

interestsof its listenership”asenvisionedby theRadioDeregulationOrder. In addition,

EntercomWichitastationsstrive to be goodneighborsandresponsiblecorporatecitizensby

sponsoring,supportingandparticipatingin localandcommunityeventsandcauses.Attachment

A documentsthesubstantialcommitmentofEntercomWichita’s stationsto community-

responsiveprogrammingandactivities. In 2002,theestimatedvalueof PSAsbroadcastand

fundsraisedthroughtheeffortsof theEntercomWichitastationsexceeded$185,000.
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CONCLUSION

As demonstratedby theforegoingmaterial,thestationsownedby EntercomWichitaare

highly responsiveto theneedsandinterestsoftheir local communities.New regulatory

interventioninto programcontentis unnecessaryandwould only serveto stymie theeffortsof

broadcasterslike EntercomWichita to effectively servetheircommunities.For theforegoing

reasons,EntercomWichitaurgestheCommissionto refrainfrom adoptingpolicies,practices,or

rulesgoverningbroadcaststations’programcontent.

Respectfullysubmitted,

ENTERCOM WICHITA LICENSE, LLC

By: c(~4~L
ri M. Madden

W. Benz

LeventhalSenter& LermanPLLC
2000K Street,N.W. Suite600
Washington,DC 20006-1809
(202)429-8970

November1, 2004 Its Attorneys



ATTACHMENT A



ENTERCOM WICHITA’ S
COMMITMENT TO LOCALISM



NEWS AND COMMUNITY SERVICE PROGRAMMING

Public Affairs Programming: All EntercomWichita stationsbroadcasta locally
producedweeklyprogramthat discussescommunityissues.

StationKDGS(FM)broadcastsaprogramentitled “The CommunityVoice” — a
thirty minuteprogramwhichhighlightslocal issuesandoffersaweeklyfornm of
guestsfrom variouscity, county,political andsocialorganizationsin thecity of
WichitaandthestateKansas.Bonita Gooch,editor/ownerof the local
CommunityVoiceNewspaper,andMichael Kinnard,Presidentof theWichita
Minority BusinessCouncil, hosttheprogram,which airs at 9:30 a.m. on Sunday
morningsandhasbeenbroadcastsinceJuly 2000. Localnewsorganizations
havetwice nominatedtheprogramasbestlocal issuesprogram. Thetopics
discussedon theprogramareselectedby thehostsandstationKDGS(FM)’s
ProgramDirector. Pasttopicshaveincludedfair housing,mayor’sbuilding
bridges,education,AIDS in blackwomen,increasingtravelandtourismin
Wichita,stateelections,Black History Month, youthinterestin politics andget
out thevoteactivities,deadbeatdadsandtheneedfor minoritiesto give blood.

StationsKFH(AM), KFH-FM, KNSS(AM), KEYN-FM andKFBZ(FM)
broadcastacommunityissuesprogrameachSundayat8:00 a.m. Someof the
significantissuesdiscussedon theprogramincludesecondaryeducation,thelocal
economicimpacton localcharities,alcoholanddrugaddictiontreatment,
education,welfareof childrenandhealthinsurancefor theneedy,economic
development,suicideandmentalhealth,breastcancerawareness,needsofthe
homelessin Wichita,aUnitedWay fundraisingdrive,Habitatfor Humanity
housingissues,holidayblues-depression,andtheKansasSchoolof Medicine-
Obesity. Theprogramis producedandhostedby EntercomWichita’s veteran
NewsDirector.

Local Newscasts:StationKNSS(AM) producesa 3 hourblockof newsfor theweekday
morningentitled “The MorningNewswatch.”Local newscastershost this programand
providetraffic, weather,sportsandbusinessupdatesin additionto local andnational
news. TheKansasAssociationof BroadcastersrecentlynamedtheprogramBest
Newscastin the StateofKansas. StationKNSS(AM) invites manyofWichita’s local
governmentleadersto appearon its MorningNewsWatchprogram. Listenersareinvited
to sendmail, emailor call theProgramDirectorto discussprogramissues.In addition,
listenersareinvitedto a focusgroupwheretheyhavethe opportunityto provide
feedback,which thestationholds two to threetimesannually.

StationKNSS(AM) alsoproducesa six minutenewsupdate,which airs atnoon,3:00
p.m.,4:00 p.m. 5:00 p.m. and6:00 p.m.,MondaythroughFriday. This newsupdate
includesworld, national,local, traffic, weatherandbusinessupdates.

StationKNSS(AM)providesathreeandhalfminuteupdateofWorld Newsfrom ABC at
thetop of everyhour. In addition,station KNSS(AM)providesaoneminuteWorld
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Newsupdatefrom ABC atthebottomofeveryhour. Thesenewsupdatesruneachhour
ofeachdayof theweek. After everytop ofthehourWorld Newsupdate,station
KNSS(AM) providesa oneminutelocal newscast.Thelocal one-minutenewscastis also
providedaftertheWorld News updateat thebottomofeachhoureveryweekdayfrom
9:00 a.m.to 7:00p.m.

StationKNSS(AM) broadcastsweatherupdatestwiceperhour,exceptin themornings
whentraffic andweatheris reportedeveryeightminutes.

StationKNSS(AM)’s newsstaffgathersmuchof thelocal news. Thestaffs
responsibilitiesincludeattendingall schoolboard,city andcountymeetings,aswell asa
varietyofnewsconferencesthatoccurin Wichita. In addition,stationKNSS(AM) has
partneredwith othermediaoutletsin thecommunityto gatherlocalnewsand
information. Forexample,station KNSS(AM)is affiliatedwith the local NBC TV
affiliate, stationKSNW-TV, wherebyKNSS(AM) andKSNW-TV sharelocal
informationandnewsstories. StationKNSS(AM) alsohasan affiliation with a local
businessjournal,which servesasa sourcefor local businessnews,andtheKansas
InformationNetwork,which is anetworkofKansasradiostationsprovidingeachother
with statenewsthat is basedout of Topeka.

StationKFBZ(FM) airs local newscastseveryweekdaymorningat7:00 a.m.,8:00 a.m.
and9:00 a.m.

StationKEYN-FM airs local newscasts,which includelocal news,information,traffic
andweather,everyweekdayat5:50 a.m.,6:20a.m.,7:20 a.m.,7:50a.m.,and8:20 a.m.,
andprovidestraffic reportsweekdaysat 4:10p.m.,4:35 p.m. and5:10p.m.

StationKDGS(FM)airs local newscasts,which includelocal newsandinformationalong
with traffic and weatherupdates,eachweekdayat 6:21 a.m.,6:49 a.m.,7:21 a.m.,7:49
a.m.and 8:21 a.m..

Public ServiceAnnouncements:EntercomWichitaairs numerouspublic service
announcementsthroughouttheyear. Themajority oftheseannouncementsarelocally
producedwith the informationprovidedby grouprequestingsupport. EntercomWichita
runsapproximately8,000public serviceannouncementseachyear. These
announcementsrunMondaythroughSundayacrossall day-partson all six stations.

COMMUNITY SERVICE ACTIVITIES

EntercomWichitaparticipatesin numerouscommunityserviceeventsandactivities in
the local communitythroughouttheyear. In addition,EntercomWichitautilizeson-air
inventoryandits productionfacilities andproducersto promotetheeventsandactivities.
Pasteventshaveincluded:

Racefor theCure-KomenBreastCancerFoundation
Thin Is HopeWiffle Ball Tournamentto benefitAutism
CrashandtheHitman CoatDrive-InterfaithMinistries
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PolarBearPlunge-SpecialOlympics
WalkAmerica-Marchof Dimes
Big Brothers/BigSisters
Zoobilee-SedgwickCountyZoo
Relayfor Life-AmericanCancerSociety
BloodDrive-RedCross
WichitaPoliceDepartmentTorchRun-SpecialOlympics
Boo andBrew Bash-Dressfor Success
Light theNight-LeukemiaandLymphomaSociety
Woofstock-KansasHumaneSociety
Eveningof Giving-SimonYouth Foundation
HeatherMuller BlackBox Theatre-WichitaChildren’sTheatre
MakeaWish Foundation
VoterRegistrationPromotions
City ofWichitaRiverTrashRoundup
ReadacrossAmerica
MemorabiliaAuction-SpecialOlympics
FreeFoodWednesdays-KansasFoodBank

EMERGENCY PROGRAMMING

All EntercomWichita stationsinterruptregularprogrammingto carryspecialemergency
coverage.In thepasttwo years,thisemergencycoveragehasincludedsevereweather
coveragewhentornadosthreaten,AmberAlerts to communicatechild abductionsin the

thareaandSeptember11 coverage.

LOCAL MUSIC INITiATIVES

StationKDGS(FM)hasalwaysplayedthemusicofsmall label or no label artists. The
songsplayedaredecideduponon a persongbasis. WhenstationKDGS(FM) playsa
singlefrom alocal artist, it alsopromoteswherethemusiccanbe purchased.In thepast,
KDGS(FM) hasplayedthemusicof local and/orunsignedartistssuchasNo Coast,
Twansac,Ci Cing J,Gemini, FrankieJ. andTwistedBlack.

In addition,stationKDGS(FM)usesits website to promotelocal artistsby organizinga
competitionwherelocalartistspostpictures,bios, andmusic way files for listenersto log
on, listen, andvotefor theirfavorite local artist. Finally, stationKDGS’s website
featuresa local artist ofthemonthwebpageatwww.power939.com

.

StationKDGS(FM) alsopromoteslocal artistsin conjunctionwith local eventswhenthe
opportunitypresentsitself. In thepast,stationKDGS(FM) haspromotedappearancesby
local artistsat areacommunityeventsandconcerts.

On occasion,stationKFBZ(FM) will alsoair themusicofsmall label orno label artists.
Thesesongsaretraditionallyplayedbetween7:00 p.m. and5:00 a.m. Station
KFBZ(FM) is currentlycreatingalocationon its web sitewherelocal artiststhat fit the
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Hot Adult Contemporaryformatwill be featured. It will includedownloadsandlinks to
bandwebsites.
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