This concerns the possible affiliation of WESU, 88.1, at Wesleyan University,
Middletown, Conn., with National Public Radio, an action now under consideration
by the station's licensee (the university's trustees).

I am a longtime WESU listener and have been a full-time resident of the
station's
listening area for nearly a decade. I oppose this affiliation.

According to university spokesman Justin Harmon, the afiliation would "combine
the best of public radio with the best of student broadcasting."

Independent and college stations ARE the best of public radio.
College/university

stations such as WESU, WRTC, WWUH and WHUS, and other independent stations
such as WPKN, WBAI and WEMU, stand out because they provide a diversity of
programing and opinion and information not found elsewhere, and because
they provide opportunities to budding programers.

To incorporate NPR programing into that of WESU would dilute the station's
diversity and diminish its service to its local listening and programing
community.

NPR is already available on plenty of stations in this area. There is no need to
add

another outlet.

Wesleyan President Douglas Bennet served as head of NPR for 10 years. Perhaps
that tenure is swaying Mr. Bennet in his support of the proposed affiliation,
which

would take place at the considerable expense of local listeners and student/
community programers.

Middletown and Wesleyan are known as centers of substantial and growing cultural
and artistic achievement. Allowing WESU to continue in its longstanding
tradition of

independence will serve the community and university far better than hooking up
with NPR.



