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Los Angeles office 
2381 Rosecrans Avenue, Suite II0 

El Segundo, California 90245-4290 
Telephone (3I0) 643-7999 

Fax (3I0) 643-7997 

 
 
Ms. Marlene H. Dortch 
Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, SW 
Washington, DC  20554 

 
Re:  Ex Parte Presentation, CS Docket No. 97-80 

 
Dear Ms. Dortch: 
 

On Wednesday, December 15, 2004, Doug Ike, Vice President of Advanced Video 
Engineering for Adelphia Communications, and Paul Glist of the law firm of Cole, Raywid and 
Braverman met in separate sessions with Jordan Goldstein, Senior Legal Advisor to 
Commissioner Copps; Dan Gonzalez, Senior Legal Advisor to Commissioner Martin; Stacy 
Fuller, Legal Advisor to Commissioner Abernathy; and Jonathan Cody, Legal Advisor to 
Chairman Powell, and Erin Dozier, Media Bureau.  During the meeting, we discussed why the 
July, 2006 ban on cable operator deployment of integrated set-top boxes should be eliminated or, 
at minimum, postponed. 
 

In particular, we explained how Adelphia had actively supported the developing market 
in one-way CableCARD-enabled devices.  Despite the challenges of bankruptcy, widely 
dispersed systems, and a split of headends between Scientific-Atlanta and Motorola, Adelphia 
had provided wide dissemination of and expert technical support for CableCARDs, and has been 
troubleshooting new technology issues with CE companies, all without the need for Adelphia to 
rely on CableCARDs for leased set-top boxes.  We explained how Adelphia planned to take 
several of its systems digital, in order to recapture analog spectrum for high definition services 
and to provide more tiering options for customers.  However, by mandating the use of 
CableCARDs in leased set-top boxes, consumer costs would increase and the transition of cable 
systems from analog to digital would be delayed because of the substantial increase in capital 
needed for the devices needed to maintain service to the many outlets in the home.  Although 
some have argued that mandating the use of CableCARDs in leased set-top boxes would “solve” 
all problems in retail devices, Adelphia’s experience has been that the lessons learned in solving 
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retail TV problems do not readily translate to leased set-top boxes, and the lessons learned in 
solving the new problems that would be introduced with CableCARD-enabled set-top boxes 
would not readily translate to retail TV products. 

 
If the ban on integrated security is not removed, it should at minimum be extended by 18 

months. 
 
      Sincerely, 
 
 
 
      Paul Glist 
 
cc:   Jonathan Cody  

Erin Dozier 
Stacy Fuller 
Jordan Goldstein 
Dan Gonzalez 

 


