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COMMENTS OF VERIZON1 IN SUPPORT OF BELLSOUTH'S
PETITION FOR FORBEARANCE

The Commission should grant BellSouth's petition and forbear from applying any

of the Title II common carrier requirements or Computer Inquiry rules that might

ultimately be construed to apply to broadband services provided by BellSouth, Verizon,

or other incumbent telephone companies. The Commission recently reported to Congress

that "the competitive nature of the broadband market, including new entrants using new

technologies, is driving broadband providers to offer increasingly faster service at the

same or even lower retail prices.,,2 This vibrant market is marked by intense, intennodal

competition, with cable modem providers dominating the mass market segment (i.e.,

residential and small business) of the market, and long distance carriers controlling the

large enterprise segment of the market.3

1 The Verizon companies ("Verizon") are the affiliated local telephone companies of
Verizon Communications Inc. These companies are listed in Attachment A.

2 Fourth Report to Congress on Availability ofAdvanced Telecommunications Capability
in the United States, 19 FCC Rcd 20540, at 13 (2004) ("Fourth Section 706 Report").

3 See, e.g., Fourth Section 706 Report at 16, Chart 2 and 33, Chart 11 (cable accounted
for 75.3 % of all advanced services lines as of end of2003 and 84.5% of all advanced



To date, the Commission has not made a conscious decision as to whether and to

what extent traditional common carriage regulations should be imposed on broadband

services offered by companies that historically provided local telephone service, although

various rulemaking proceedings and petitions are currently pending before the

Commission. If the Commission were ultimately to apply any of the Title II

requirements and the Computer Inquiry rules to the broadband services offered by

incumbent local exchange carriers("ILECs"), that unjustified decision would distort

competition, harm consumers, and inhibit more widespread deployment ofbroadband

facilities. Furthermore, such a decision would violate the "pro-competitive, de-regulatory

national policy" set out in the Telecommunications Act of 1996,4 and in particular the

instruction of Section 706 of that Act that the Commission "encourage deployment of

advanced telecommunications capability to all Americans on a reasonable and timely

basis" to apply these regulations to Verizon and other incumbent local exchange carriers.

Under these circumstances, the Commission must forebear under 47 U.S.C. § 160 from

applying any of the Title II common carriage requirements or Computer Inquiry rules to

the broadband services provided by BellSouth and other ILECs, if the Commission were

ultimately to decide that those regulations would otherwise apply.

Attached hereto is Verizon's own petition for forbearance from Title II and the

Computer Inquiry rules with respect to its broadband services. For the reasons set out in

services lines serving residential and small business customers); M. Bowen, et al.,
Schwab Soundview Capital Markets, AT&T Corp. at 3 (Jan. 21, 2004) (noting that
AT&T, MCI and Sprint account for approximately three-quarters of the market for
packet-switched broadband data services such as ATM and Frame Relay that are
provided to enterprise customers).

4 Joint Explanatory Statement of the Committee of Conference, S. Conf. Rep. No. 230,
104th Cong., 2d Sess. 113 (1996).
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that petition, the Commission should either moot BellSouth's petition by granting the

underlying relief in another of the proceedings open before it, or grant BellSouth's

petition for forbearance.
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ATTACHMENT A

THE VERIZON TELEPHONE COMPANIES

The Verizon telephone companies are the local exchange carriers affiliated with
Verizon Communications Inc. These are:

Contel of the South, Inc. d/b/a Verizon Mid-States
GTE Southwest Incorporated d/b/a Verizon Southwest
The Micronesian Telecommunications Corporation
Verizon California Inc.
Verizon Delaware Inc.
Verizon Florida Inc.
Verizon Hawaii Inc.
Verizon Maryland Inc.
Verizon New England Inc.
Verizon New Jersey Inc.
Verizon New York Inc.
Verizon North Inc.
Verizon Northwest Inc.
Verizon Pennsylvania Inc.
Verizon South Inc.
Verizon Virginia Inc.
Verizon Washington, DC Inc.
Verizon West Coast Inc.
Verizon West Virginia Inc.


