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OHIO SENATE 
3rd District DAVID GOODMAN 

Smte Senator COMMITTEES: 
Chairman, Judiciary Senad Building, Columbus, Ohio 43215 

' Comrnirrrc for CJivil Josticx 
' Phone 614466-8064 Firwrce Committee 
' Far 6; 14-466-7662 Judiciary Commlctac for 

July 22,2004 . 

Michael K. Powell 
Chiinnun 
FcJerirl Communicutions ComqLsion 
445 12a' Street sw 
Washington, DC 20554 

Dear Chairman Powell, 

Many of my constituents use p aid calling cards to control their monthly telephone expenses. 
Coiisuincrs c3n shop for the bes price and monitor the ininutes remaining on cards. It's a good 
way to cnsurc thai tclcphone co s come in 011 budget month after iiionth. 

With so many other uncertaintit? in the business world right now, consumers likc king able to 
count OR the consistent expense ontrol with pre-paid calling cards. For this reason, I'm very 
conccrncd about thc Bell Comp nies'wanting to add hidden charges to pre-paid calling cards. 
Thc proposal they've made will add charges that are 20 times higher than the charges now 
included in Lhc prc-paid card's i ,tices. 

' T 

The Bells are arguing that pe-p  id card calls should be considered in-state calls and taxed the 
siirne way. In fact, many calls f de with prcpaid card8 are long-distance calls. Consumers call a 
toll-free nunib-,  listen to a message, and then dial thcir call. Clearly, pre-paid card calls should 
bc awssed orrly interstate iicceis charges, not the higher in-state access charges. 

The B d l  Cwnpuniw m,&.c bi.llions of dollnrs (1 year. The in state fees they're seeking bear no 
resemblance to the Bells' actua cosls. They're exorbitant and unnecessary. The Bdls are 
completely compensated by lon wlismncc accccss fccs already in place for calling card calls. 
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i 
1 agree chat only intentate ac.ce s charges shvuld apply 10 prc-paid calling card calls, not h-state 
fees. Only if interstate charges are protected can long-disttance phone companies continue to 
offer stnall businesses and con umers low rates for pm-pirid culling c d s ,  a nice rc6pitt fmm 
inflntioriary prices in other markers. The FCC should reject the Bells' proposal for adding h-stae 
fccs to pre-paid calling cards. , 
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