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Please state your name and business address.

My name is Christine Aarnes. My business address is: Kansas Corporation

Commission, 1500 S.W. Arrowhead Rd., Topeka, Kansas 66604-4027,

Are you the same Christine Aarnes that earlier filed Direct and Cross-

Answering Testimony in this docket?

Yes,l am.

What is the purpose of your testimony?

The primary purpose of my testimony is to provide the Commission with more

accurate data. At the time Cross-Answering Testimony was due to be filed,

Commission Staff's map expert was away on military duty Staff was not aware

at the time whether our map expert would be able to replicate the analysis

conducted by the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) in the Virginia

Cellular Orderl
; therefore, we completed our analysis using infornlation available

at the time. Our map expert has since returned from military duty and was able to

complete an analysis similar to what was done by the FCC Staff believes it is in

the best interest of all parties for the Commission to have the most accurate data

possible

I See In the A-fatter ofFederal-State Joint Board on Universal Service, Virginia Cellular, LLC Petitioll for
Designation as Gil Eligihle Telecommlwicatio1lS Carrier In the Commonwealth of Virginia, CC Docket No_
96-45, Memorandum Opinion and Order, ("Virginia Cellular Order")
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Please explain Staff's supplemental analysis.

Staffs map expert was able to retrieve data indicating population density per

square mile for each wire center by simultaneously querying the 2000 U.S.

Census records and the Commission's wire center boundary data. To provide the

Commission with additional information, especially for the rural study areas that

were not as clear cut as the others, Staff also weighted each wire center according

to the number of access lines in the wire center in comparison to the total number

of access lines for the rural study area. This was done to give the Commission a

better picture of the relative impact of each wire center's density per square mile

to the study area as a whole. The supplemental data is attached as Staff

Supplemental Exhibit

Based on the supplemental data, would Staff like to change its

recommendations regarding redefinition of the rural service areas?

The majority of Staffs recommendations have not changed in light ofthe new

data However, given the new information if the Commission elects to redefine

the effected rural service areas to consist of contiguous wire centers, then Staff is

less concerned about designating RCC Minnesota, Inc. (RCC) as an Eligible

Telecommunications Carrier (ETC) in the Hoisington and Claflin wire centers in

the SprintfUnited Telephone Company-Eastern (SprintfUnited-Eastem) study

area. Next, I will explain Staffs analysis for the rural service areas that were not

as clear cut as the others and also Staffs rationale for the Hoisington and Claflin

wire centers.
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Please explain why Staff continues to support redefinition of the Pioneer

Communications (Pioneer) service area.

RCC is licensed to serve all of Pioneer's wire centers in their entirety except the

Coolidge wire center. According to Staffs new data, Coolidge is the lowest­

density wire center with a population density per square mile of .59; however, its

population density per square mile is not much different than several of the other

wire centers that RCC is capable of serving. RCC is capable of serving the

Kendall and Richfield wire centers, which have population densities of .95 and

.70 per square mile, respectively. These are similar to the Coolidge population

density. In addition, the average population density per square mile for the entire

study area; thus, the area that Pioneer is capable of serving, is 5.34 while the

average population density of the wire centers that RCC is licensed to serve in

their entirety is 5 68. Thus, it is apparent that there is little difference in the areas

that RCC is capable of serving and the areas that Pioneer serves. Cream­

skimming is unlikely to be a concern. In addition, the weighted population

density per square mile ofthe wire centers that Pioneer serves is **.** and the

weighted population density per square mile of the wire centers that RCC is

licensed to serve is also **.**, Staffbelieves that it is unlikely that redefining

the Pioneer study area will place Pioneer at an unfair disadvantage.

Please explain why Staff coutinues to support redefinition of the Rural

Telephone Service Company (Rural) service area.
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RCC is licensed to serve 25 ofRural's 29 wire centers in their entirety, The four

wire centers that RCC is not licensed to serve in their entirety are: Kensington,

Agra, Athol and Woodruff The population density per square mile for the wire

centers that RCC is licensed to serve is 8A I while the population density per

square mile for the wire centers that RCC is not licensed to serve is 6,94. The

weighted population density per square mile for the wire centers that Rural is

capable of serving, thus the entire study area, is ••••• and the weighted

population density for the wire centers that RCC is licensed to serve is •••••.

Staff does not believe the weighted population density per square mile is much

different for the wire centers that RCC is licensed to serve compared to the entire

study area. Thus, Staff believes that it is unlikely that redefining the Rural study

area will place Rural at an unfair disadvantage

Please explain why Staff continues to support redefinition of the South

Central Telephone Association, Inc. (South Central) service area.

RCC is licensed to serve only two of South Central's wire centers in their entirety,

Sharon and Iuka. The average population density per square mile for the wire

centers that RCC is licensed to serve is 9.22 while the average population density

per square mile for the wire centers that RCC is not licensed to serve is 6,45, The

weighted population density per square mile for the wire centers that RCC is

licensed to serve is ••••• while the weighted population density per square

mile for the wire centers that RCC is not licensed to serve is ••••* Staff
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believes that it is unlikely that redefining South Central's service area will place

South Central at an unfair disadvantage.

Please explain why Staff continues to not support redefinition of the United

Telephone Association, Inc. (United) service area.

RCC is licensed to serve seven out often wire centers in their entirety. The seven

wire centers are: Cimarron, Copeland, Ensign, Hanston, Ingalls, Montezuma and

Spearville. Staffis not as concerned with redefining this service area as it was

prior to evaluating the new data; however, Staff continues to have some concerns.

With Staffs prior data, it appeared as ifthe three wire centers that RCC is not

licensed to serve in their entirety were three of the four lowest-density, higher­

cost wire centers. According to the new data, the Ford wire center, one ofthe

three wire centers that RCC is not licensed to serve in its entirety, is in fact, one of

the higher-density, lower-cost wire centers The average population density per

square mile for the wire centers that RCC is licensed to serve is 7.58 and the

average population density per square mile for the wire centers that RCC is not

licensed to serve is 5.40. The weighted population density for the wire centers

that RCC is licensed to serve is **.** and the weighted population density per

square mile for the wire centers that RCC is not licensed to serve in their entirety

is **.**. The weighted population density for the wire centers that United is

capable of serving, thus, all of the wire centers, is **.**. Although the

difference between the two weighted population densities per square mile is

approximately only 1 person per square mile, Staff continues to not support this
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redefinition. Staff believes that redefining United's study area may place United

at an unfair disadvantage.

Should the Commission elect to redefine the rural service areas to consist of

contiguous wire centers, you earlier recommended the Commission not

designate RCC an ETC in the Hoisington and Claflin wire centers in the

SprintJUnited-Eastern service area. After examining the supplemental data,

is your recommendation the same?

According to the new data, Hoisington is approximately the 21 st highest-density,

lowest-cost wire center and the Claflin wire center is the 29th highest-density,

lowest-cost wire center and not the second and fourth highest··density, lowest-cost

wire centers as previously thought The average population density for the

Hoisington and Claflin wire centers is 28.18 and the average population density

for the rest ofthe SprintlUnited-Eastern wire centers is 25.81. The weighted

population density for the Hoisington and Claflin wire centers is **.** and the

weighted population density per square mile for the remaining Sprint/United­

Eastern wire centers is **_** After further analysis, Staff does not believe

redefining Sprint/United-Eastern's study area will place Sprint/United-Eastern at

an unfair disadvantage.

Does this conclude your testimony?

Yes.

Aarnes- 6
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