
 

 
 

 Expanding the Wireless Frontier 

February 24, 2005 

 
Ex Parte-Via Electronic Filing 
 
Ms. Marlene Dortch 
Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

Re: Ex Parte Submission 
CG Docket No. 04-208 

 
Dear Ms. Dortch: 

 On February 23, 2005, Michael Altschul and Diane Cornell of CTIA – The 
Wireless Association™, along with Kent Nakamura of Nextel and Chris Wright and Tim 
Simeone representing Nextel, met with Commissioner Martin and Sam Feder concerning 
this proceeding.   A subsequent follow-up discussion on the same topic took place on 
February 24, 2005, with Commissioner Martin and Dan Gonzalez, in a meeting attended 
by Diane Cornell and Paul Garnett, of CTIA. 
 

We urged the Commission not to prohibit the use of line items, as urged by 
NASUCA.  We stated that it was not necessary for the Commission to micromanage 
wireless bills because the wireless industry is robustly competitive and carriers therefore 
have a strong incentive to make their bills consumer friendly.  We pointed out that the 
CTIA Consumer Code requires carriers that adopt it to clearly distinguish mandatory fees 
that are collected from subscribers and paid to the government from other assessments.  
We also urged the Commission to make clear that the use of the line items described in 
the NASUCA petition is part of a wireless carrier’s rate structure, and hence states may 
not prohibit their use on account of 47 U.S.C. § 332(c)(3)(A).  In addition, we urged the 
Commission to make clear that any rules it adopts are a ceiling rather than a floor, 
because the wireless industry is a national service that is most appropriately regulated at 
that federal level. 

 
Pursuant to Section 1.1206 of the Commission’s Rules, this letter is being 

electronically filed with your office.  If you have any questions concerning this 
submission, please contact the undersigned. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
/s/ Michael Altschul 

 
Michael Altschul 
Senior Vice President & General Counsel 
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cc:  Commissioner Martin 
 Sam Feder 
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