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March 9,2005

VIA ELECTRONIC FILING

Ms. Marlene H. Dortch
Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
445 lih Street, SW
Washington, DC 20554

Re: Notice of Ex Parte Presentation in CC Docket Nos. 96-45, 98-171,90-571,
92-337,99-200,98-170, and NSD File L-00-72

Dear Ms. Dortch:

On March 8, 2005, Senator Larry E. Craig of Idaho sent a letter to Chairman Powell in which
he urged the Commission to consider retention of the usage/revenue fee-based universal service
contribution methodology now in effect. Senator Craig's letter notes that a connections-based
contribution methodology plan could have negative effects on low-volume long distance callers,
residential customers, and consumers on fixed incomes.

It does not appear that Senator Craig's letter was filed in the dockets in which universal
service contribution issues are under consideration. A copy of Senator Craig's letter to Chairman
Powell is attached hereto. By this letter, TracFone Wireless, Inc. requests that Senator Craig's letter
be included in the record in each of the above-captioned dockets. TracFone shares Senator Craig's
concerns and believes that the Commission should retain a universal service contribution
methodology based on interstate revenues. As TracFone has stated on previous occasions, of the
contribution methodology plans under consideration by the Commission, only a revenues-based plan
is equitable and non-discriminatory and competitively neutral.
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Pursuant to Section 1.1206(b) of the Commission's Rules, this letter and attachment are being
filed electronically in the above-captioned dockets. If you have any questions regarding this filing,
please feel free to contact undersigned counsel for TracFone.

Sincerely,

Mitchell F. Brecher

Attachment

cc: Hon. Kathleen Abernathy
Hon. Kevin Martin
Hon. Jonathan Adelstein
Hon. Michael Copps
Mr. Jeffrey Carlisle
Ms. Lisa Gelb
Mr. Anthony Dale
Mr. Rodger Woock
Mr. Richard Lerner
Ms. Narda Jones
Ms. Carol Pomponio

Greenberg Traurig, LLP
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!! Dear GMinnan Powell: :
1/ ~ • .
lJ \ • .

!i In the telecommunications Act of 1996, the Universal ServiCf! Fund (USF) was modified to h~1p ~l
!i Amcri~anl obtain accen to· staw-o~1ho-art servicetllDd tecbnologies .It compuab~c iate.. Co*ps
Ii c~e4 the Federal CommunicationaCommiui.on with the task ofcreating a fair, equitable, atad :
11 nOD.d~criminato'Y method ofcollecting fOe. from telecommunications service providers to fund die
liUSF : ' .

II '! ;
ii It has epmc to my attention that the FCC is considering various plans to change the way it coll~ ••,.
:1 rut fo~ the USF, including a plan based~ a per..connectionco~on method. The per-connecti~n
i: plan w~u1d require low volumCllong-diltaDCe 1IIenI to pay the same 8II1OUDt into the fund u high :
:: volume users ' ; .
!l f • : .:

il,ImpleJenting this plan may affect many ofmy conatituentl. A. close inspection of the connec~oD~;
i! based !hnnula revoals the potential negative effcetB this plan may'haVe on low-volume long-diStanCe
11 callers,lresideDtial CUltomen, and consumers on fixed incomes. ' .
11 .. • •

p ( : ':
I! As )'QulkDow, feet for the USF are currently coilccted through a URge/revenue-basedme~lon
I! that is qompctiti'VCly neuttal. Under this 'system, busineacs and CODlUIDcrI who make the mo~ lq
i! djlW1C~ calls pay the most intO the t\md - those who wrc m.orc.pay more, aDd those who use J~8 pay
i!Iess. l : .
II ~ .

H ~ ! :
i! A3 the FCC Considers various plans, I respeetiUlly request diat you carefully weigh the effects~ ;
Ii "CODI1~tion-bued" qollection method may have on low volume long-distanco users. I urge yo\1lO;
11 consid9r relaining the usage/revenue fee collectionm~ now in effect. ' '
B i . . .
11 I app~iate your thoughtful CODIi<1endiOD'ofthU~e as the FCG proceeds with its dcc1.sion. I 1~1c
i! fotward to working closely with you on this matter. . ::
lI ~. .
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