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I am writing 10 U1"ge the Commission to allow A.Utel to purchasE! Western Wireless
Corporation. Westenz Wireles3 has beenproviding excellentphone service on. oUl'reservation.
Our trtbe relies heavily on communications technology. Ourpeople needto be able to
communicate with each other in a reliable andaffordable way. This is important./Or our eldsrs,
our students, Our tribal government and our emergency response personnel.

This merger will also be good/or competition andgoodfor tribal ConsuMers because the
c,qmbin&l company will have the resources to speeddeployment ofadvtm£ed wireless servke to
nuQ/ 4f'eos. It will have a greater ability to buy oJ ,.easonablepri~ equipment and customer
handsets necessaryfor high-8peedwireless services, so thtlt tribal businesses and consumers
have access to tits same cutting-edge services available to their urban andsuburhan
counterpa1't3.

We understand that the ~rgerwill expandthe combinedCOmpanY'8 into 33 stales.
eliminating roaming costsfor the combinedcompany'9 customers in many rural areas and
lnc1'eQ$ing the number of "in-network)' mobll~ phone users that customers can callfor free.

The rne1'ger will result In a company that wHl have Q large regionalposition. It will
create a sttonger competitor against the larger, nationwide·wire/ess carriers andwillprovide
t1'thall'e8idents with expantkd services, which is 10metJrtng we need Ple(J$e approve this
merg,r as soon as possible.
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