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VIA ELECTRONIC FILING

Ms. Marlene H. Dortch
Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th St., S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Re: MB Docket No. 03-15
Negotiated Channel Arrangement No. 20050207ABL
Reply Comments ofWSTM License Subsidiary, Inc.

Dear Ms. Dortch:

WSTM License Subsidiary, Inc. CWSTM License Subsidiary"), licensee of
WSTM-TV and permittee ofWSTM-DT, Syracuse, NY ("WSTM"), respectfully submits
thcse reply comments supporting the above-referenced Negotiated Channel Arrangement
CNCA") between WSTM License Subsidiary and Public Broadcasting Council of Central
New York, Inc. CPBCCNY"), licensee ofWCNY-TV and WCNY-DT, Syracuse, NY
("WCNY").

WSTM Licensc Subsidiary and PBCCNY entered into an NCA on February
3,2005, pursuant to the Report and Order in the Second Periodic Review ofthe
Commission's Rules and Policies Affecting the Conversion to Digital Television, 19 FCC
Rcd. 18279 (2004). Most notably, the NCA provided that (1) PBCCNY would elect its
currently-assigned DTV channel, channel 25, for WCNY's post-DTV transition operation,
and (2) WSTM License Subsidiary would elect PBCCNY's currently-assigned NTSC
channel, channel 24, for WSTM's post-DTV transition operation.

As noted in the NCA, the operations ofWCNY and WSTM are currently
collocated, and will likely continue to be so after the transition. Because WSTM's DTV
operation on channel 24 would be adjacent to WCNY's DTV operation on channel 25, these
collocated channcls would be spectrally efficient. The NCA will also serve the public
interest by allowing WSTM to provide a reliable and robust over-the-air service to the
vicwing public.

To ensure that the Commission is aware of the NCA between the parties,
WSTM License Subsidiary is attaching the signed NCA to this letter. WSTM License
Subsidiary understands, pursuant to correspondence with a PBCCNY representative, that
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PBCCNY inadvertently failed to specify in its Form 382 that PBCCNY had entered into the
attached NCA with WSTM License Subsidiary. PBCCNY has subsequently submitted
comments concerning the NCA in which it affirmed that "PBCCNY communicated to
WSTM-TV its consent to WSTM-TV's election of channel 24.,,1

In its comments, PBCCNY noted that it "does not want its own DTV channel
being put 'in play' as a result ofbeing listed as a participant in the NCA.,,2 After a thorough
review of the Commission's policies concerning the channel election process, it is the
understanding ofWSTM License Subsidiary that the NCA can in no way affect PBCCNY's
election of its currently-assigned DTV channel, channel 25, for its post-DTV transition
operation. Out ofan abundance of caution, however, WSTM License Subsidiary files these
reply comments supporting PBCCNY's election of channel 25 and WSTM License
Subsidiary's election ofchannel 24 for their respective stations' post-DTV transition
operations.

Please address any questions to the undersigned.

Respectfully submitted,

~~.
Matthew S. DelNero
Counsel to WSTM License
Subsidiary, Inc.

cc (by express mail): Todd D. Gray
Dow, Lohnes & Albertson, PLLC
1200 New Hampshire Ave., N.W. - Suite 800
Washington, DC 20036-6802
Contact Representativefor Public Broadcasting Council
ofCentral New York, Inc.

cc (by hand delivery): Nazifa Sawez, FCC
Room2-A726
445 12th St., S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

I Comments of Public Broadcasting Council of Central New York, Inc., MB Docket No. 03
15 (filed March 8, 2005).
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February 3, 2005

NEGOTIATED CHANNEL ELECTION ARRANGEMENT

This Negotiated Channel Election Arrangement ("Arrangement") is entered into
pursuant to the Report and Order in the Second Periodic Review ofthe Commission's Rules and
Policies Affecting the Conversation to Digital Television, MB Docket No. 03-15, FCC 04-192,
released by the Federal Communications Commission ("FCC") on Sept. 7, 2004. Parties to this
Arrangement are Public Broadcasting Council of Central New York, ("Public Broadcasting
Council"), licensee ofWCNY-TV and WCNY-DT, Syracuse, NY ("WCNY") and WSTM
License Subsidiary, Inc. ("WSTM License Subsidiary"), licensee ofWSTM-TV and pennittee of
WSTM-DT, Syracuse, NY ("WSTM").

Public Broadcasting Council currently holds FCC authorizations to transmit
WCNY's analog television signal on channel 24 and its digital television ("DTV") signal on
channel25. Because both of these channels are deemed "in-core" assignments under the FCC's
rules, Public Broadcasting Council may elect for WCNY either channel 24 or channel 25 in the
First Round Election by which certain television stations will indicate their channel elections for
DTV operation after the conclusion of the DTV transition.

WSTM License Subsidiary currently holds FCC authorizations to transmit
WSTM's analog television signal on channel 3 and its DTV signal on channel 54. WSTM
License Subsidiary cannot elect channel 54 as WSTM's post-DTV transition channel because it
is an "out-of-core" assignment under the FCC's rules. Unfortunately, DTV operation on channel
3 is subject to interference problems from impulse noise and other factors relating to operations
on low VHF channels.

WSTM License Subsidiary has determined that ifWSTM is permitted to use
channe124 for its post-DTV transition operation, the station will be able to provide a more
reliable and robust television service to the viewing public. By reducing the potential for
hannfuJ interference to viewers, WSTM's operation on channel 24 will serve the goals of a
universal and free over-the-air television service. Moreover, the operations ofWCNY and
WSTM are currently collocated, and will likely continue to be so after the DTV transition.
Because WSTM's DTV operation on channel 24 would be adjacent to WCNY's DTV operation
on channel 25, these collocated channels would be spectrally efficient. Finally, WSTM's
engineering analysis indicates that by operating on channel 24, it will be able to provide service
consistent with its Form 381 certification without causing prohibited interference to other post
transition full power DTV stations. This election is subject to international (Canadian)
coordination.

Accordingly, Public Broadcasting Council and WSTM License Subsidiary hereby
agree that:

1. Public Broadcasting Council will elect channel 25 as WCNY's post-DTV
transition channel.

2. WSTM License Subsidiary will elect channel 24 as WSTM's post-DTV transition
channel.

3. By January 27,2005, each party will electronically file an FCC Fonn 382, in
accordance with the procedures established by the FCC, and will indicate on Section II, Question
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l.b. therein that they have entered into a Negotiated Channel Election Arrangement under which
each party elects the respective channel specified above.

4. With its FCC Form 382, each party will submit a Schedule A with the necessary
information concerning this Arrangement. Specifically, Public Broadcasting Council will
specify that it has entered into a Negotiated Channel Election Arrangement with WSTM License
Subsidiary station WSTM, facility ID 21252. WSTM License Subsidiary will specify that it has
entered into a Negotiated Channel Election Arrangement with Public Broadcasting Council
station WCNY, facility ID 53734.

5. The parties will provide a copy of this Arrangement to the FCC upon request.

6. Nothing in this Arrangement shall restrict either party's freedom to specify to the
FCC an alternative channel in the event that this Arrangement is not approved.

7. The parties affirm their belief that this Arrangement would serve the public
interest and further an orderly DTV channel election process.

Public Broadcasting Council of Central New WSTM License Subsidiary, Inc.
York
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