Before the
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION
Washington, D.C. 20554

In the Matter of

Application of
Paxson Greenville License, Inc.
WEPX(TV), Greenville, NC

MM Docket No. 03-15

File No. BFRECT-20050210AWK
Negotiated Channel Arrangement for
First Round Digital Channel Election
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To: The Secretary
Attn: Chief, Media Bureau

REPLY COMMENTS

Paxson Greenville License, Inc. (“Paxson”), licensee of television station
WEPX(TV), Greenville, North Carolina (thé “Station”), hereby responds to the
comments of Newport License Holdings, Inc. (“Newport®) regarding the above-
referenced channel election application. The Station was allotted Channel 38 but
is considered a “singleton” as it holds no paired allotment. The Station thus is at
a comparative disadvantage to many other broadcast television stations who, as
a part of the Commission’s channel election process, could choose between one
of two assigned allotments for post-transition operation.

Paxson is concerned about the Station’s ability post-transition to replicate
digital service on its allotted channel and accordingly examined whether an
alternative channel might provide improved digital coverage. Paxson concluded
that Channel 51 not only would preserve existing service, but the channel offered
the potential in the future for expanded service to those who do not currently

receive it.



The Commission’s channel election process permitted stations to elect a
channel unassigned to them by entering into a negotiated channel arrangement
(NCA). Channel 51, however, was not assigned to any station in the market --
not that stations were restricted under NCAs from electing such channels -- so
there was no explicit party with whom to negotiate. Paxson accordingly
contacted a number of other stations in the market (prior to the Commission’s
creation of a formalized objection period)' to see if they objected to the Station’s
election of Channel 51, and none was received. Paxson identified the stations it
contacted on Schedule A of the Form 382.

Newport, licensee of station WCTI-TV (New Bern, North Carolina), was
one of the stations Paxson listed on Schedule A. Newport filed comments
explaining that it had not entered into an NCA with Paxson. Paxson apologies
for obviously compelling Newport to file such comments. Paxson should have
been more clear, as some other stations were in preparing their election forms,
that the identified parties on Schedule A were listed because they had not
objected to the Station’s election of Channel 51. Two parties had returned
signed acknowledgements to Paxson indicating that they did not object to the

Station’s election of Channel 51.2

' The Commission did not establish a formalized objection period until a
few days before elections were due. Public Notice, “DTV Channel Election
Issues — Negotiated Channel Arrangements, Establishment of Form 382 Mailbox,
Revisions to FCC form 381 Certifications, and Notification to FCC of Flash Cut
Decisions, DA 05-273 (Feb. 1, 2005).

2 Paxson received signed acknowledgements from Capitol Broadcasting
Company, Inc., licensee of WRAL-TV, Raleigh, NC, and WRAZ-TV, Inc., licensee
of WRAZ(TV), Raleigh, NC. WRAZ-TV indicated that it had no objection to the
Station’s election unless the FCC rejected WRAZ-TV’s election of Channel 49.



Paxson hopes and certainly believes that Newport has not been
prejudiced in any way by listing WCTI-TV on Schedule A. Paxson notes that
Newport's comments verify that it does not object to the Station's election of
Channel 51, as WCTI-TV's inclusion on Schedule A was meant to convey.

Paxsan recelved no abjections to the Station’s election of Channel 51,
The Commission received no objections to the Station's election of Channel 51 in
its formalized objection procedures. Paxson does not believe that the election
has any anti-compaetitive effects or that it has any adverse impact on any other
station. Therefora, Paxson respectfully requests that the Commigsion assign
Channel 51 to the Station for post-transition operation. If this election is rejected,
Paxson reaffirms that it wishes to surrender its assigned channel and participate
in the second round of the election process.

Respectiully Submitted,

PAXSONEREENVIL LICiNSE. INC.
By:

William L. Watson
Secretary

Paxson Communications Corporation
601 Clearwater Park Road
West Palm Beach, FL 33401

Dated: March 22, 2005



Cenificate of Service

I, G OBUY, certify that on this 22nd day of March, 2005 | caused
the foregoing Reply Comments to be served by overnight courier on the

following:

Mace J. Rosenstein
Hogan & Hartson, L.L.P.
Columbia Square

555 13th Street NW
Washington, DC 2004

(Counsel to Newpori License
Holdings, Inc.)

Mr. Michael D. Weeks

Vice President & General Manager,
WITN-TV

Box 468

Highway 17 S.

Washington, NC 27889

Mr. Don Fisher

Vice President & General Manager,
WFXI(TV)

Box 2069

5441 Highway 70E

Morehead City, NC 28557

Ms. Vickie E. Storm

General Manager, WNCT-TV
3221 South Evans Street
Greenville, NC 27835-0898

Mr. Thomas Schenck
General Manager, WRAZ(TV)
512 8. Magnum Street
Durham, NC 27701

Nazifa Sawez

Media Bureau

Federal Communications Commission
Room 2-A726

445 Twelfth Street, SW

Washington, DC 20554

Joseph M. Di Scipio, Esq.
Cohn and Marks LLP

1920 N Strest NW

Suite 300

Washington, DC 20036-1622

(Counsel to Piedmont Television of
Eastern Carofina License LLC)

Marcus W. Trathen

Brooks, Pierce, Mclendon, Humphrey
& lLeonard, LLP

P.O. Box 1800

Raleigh, NC 27602

(Counsel to University of North
Carolina)

Mr. Jim Hefner

General Manager, WRAL-TV
Box 12000

2619 Westem Boulevard
Raleigh, NC 27605
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