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Cordova Wireless (“Cordova”), by its attorneys, pursuant to Section 20.18(i) of the 

Federal Communications Commission’s (“FCC” or “Commission”) Rules,1 hereby informs the 

Commission that it has now elected to pursue a network-based solution as a means of providing 

Phase II enhanced 911 (“E911”) location-capable services to its customers. 

Cordova is currently using an analog Plexus mobile switch with AMPS technology to 

provide commercial mobile radio service (“CMRS”) to over 300 customers.  The analog switch 

is incapable of processing Phase II data from Phase II-capable handsets.  Cordova has one cell 

site that serves the town of Cordova and commercial fishing boats in the surrounding waters.  

Cordova Wireless Communications Inc. (“CWCI”)2 is also about to begin service to the Prince 

William Sound from Naked Island and Johnstone Point using an additional cell site.3  By 

utilizing lower cost analog equipment, Cordova is able to make a rational economic case to serve 

                                                 
1 47 C.F.R. § 20.18(i). 
2 CWCI is the controlling (51 %) general partner of Cordova Wireless, the partnership holding 
the cellular license for the Alaska 2 RSA. 
3 On July 30, 2003, the Commission released a Public Notice granting CWCI’s Application to 
serve this previously unserved area (File Number 0001290669, Call Sign WPYE240). 



 2

previously unserved remote regions in rural Alaska, providing life-saving communications 

capabilities where they would otherwise not be provided. 

Cordova has submitted financial data to the Commission that demonstrated the financial 

infeasibility of upgrading its analog air interface, for which no handset-based Phase II solutions 

are available, to a digital technology capable of utilizing a handset-based solution. 4  In the 

Commission’s April 1, 2005 Order, the FCC granted Cordova temporary relief from its handset 

deployment obligations, in part due to Cordova’s “economic circumstances.”5  The Commission 

has also encouraged carriers to explore other location technologies in order to achieve Phase II 

capability when current circumstances make compliance unachievable.6  With no handset-based 

solution available to Cordova and absent the relief requested in the waiver petition, Cordova now 

believes that a network-based Phase II solution is the only viable solution.  Accordingly, 

Cordova informs the Commission that it has switched to a network-based solution for Phase II 

implementation. 7 

       Respectfully submitted, 

CORDOVA WIRELESS 
 
 

By: ________/s/__________________ 
  

                                                 
4 See Supplement and Amendment to Cordova Wireless Petition for Waiver of Section 20.18(g) 
of the Commission’s Rules, filed November 12, 2003. 
5 In re Revision of the Commission’s Rules to Ensure Compatibility with Enhanced 911 
Emergency Calling Systems, CC Docket No. 94-102, E911 Phase II Deadlines for Tier III 
Carriers, Order, FCC 05-79 at ¶ 140 (April 1, 2005) (“Order”). 
6 See, e.g., id. at ¶ 116 (stating that GSM-based carriers that had planned to implement Phase II 
E911 using handsets should explore other options since GSM-based handsets remain 
unavailable).  
7 Cordova’s switch to a network-based solution now subjects it to the Commission’s rules in 47 
C.F.R. § 20.18(f).  To date, Cordova has not received a request for Phase II E911 service from a 
public safety answering point (“PSAP”), nor does it expect such a request in the foreseeable 
future. 
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