
I wish state my opposition to the elimination of Element 1 (Morse

code 5 wpm) requirement for Amateur Radio Service licensing. 

 

The Amateur Radio community provides emergency communications in

situations that are far from ideal.  While voice communications

certainly will remain the primary mode of communications, in extreme

conditions Morse code offers a way to effectively transmit

information, even at low power levels with unsophisticated equip-

ment. 

 

The requirement for 5 wpm is not so burdensome as to preclude most

prospective licensees from achieving it; however, without it, it

unlikely that Amateur Radio will be able to continue to provide this

reliable and unique mode of communication for emergency use in the

future.

 

Respectfully submitted,

 

Mark Mallett

WR7I


