As one who is trying to discharge some civic responsibility and who uses the
media, including the Internet, to try and get needed information, | am

deeply concerned about the increasing media consolidation. The monopoly of
media threatens us with greater cost and restricted access to information.

Our cable rates have been rising sharply in the Chicago area while access to
community TV and special channels such as Free Speech TV remains
restricted. The lack of competition has already hurt the consumer financially
and in the access to programming.

Cable companies have become less responsive to the needs and
requirements of communities. The quality of public accountability in local
franchise agreements has declined, as big companies leverage their power to
squeeze local governments.

| get a significant amount of my information from the Internet. | also
participate in local, national, and global concerns on the Internet. The fact
that my cable company is also my Internet Service Provider makes me very
apprehensive about letting a smaller pool of broadband providers be
gatekeepers to what | see and do on the Internet. Freedom and democracy
require vigilance and the tools must remain available.



